
 

 

By: Chairman Mark Pietrowski, Jr. 
 
Economic Development 
 
 
DeKalb County Government has 
continued to move forward on 
ways to enhance economic 
development in the county. On 
May 24, the DCEDC, DeKalb 
County Community Foundation, 
DeKalb County Farm Bureau, NIU 
Center for Governmental 
Studies, and the DeKalb County 
Government held another 
Economic Development Summit. 
At the summit the 
organizations announced survey 
results and a grant program 
from the DeKalb County 
Community Foundation offering 
each community in DeKalb 
County a $25,000 planning or 
implementation grant for their 

own unique economic 
development plan.  
 
Mary Supple, DeKalb County 
Legislative Coordinator, has 
now taken on the role of 
DeKalb County Economic 
Development Coordinator. Her 
role is to run the new DeKalb 
County Government Business 
Incubator, work with 
communities in DeKalb County 
as an economic development 
resource, and develop 
workshops and mentorship 
programs to help spur 
entrepreneurship in the 
county.  
 
We as a county must 
continuously work to increase 
our tax base and seek to 
attract and develop businesses 
that pay a living wage.  
 
 
Jail Expansion  
 
 
It was an honor to speak at 
the Jail Expansion 
Groundbreaking event on June 
15 along with Matt Swanson, 
President of the Public 
Building Commission, Tracy 
Jones, DeKalb County Vice-
Chairman and Chair of the Jail 
Solution Committee, Ken Mundy, 
Sycamore Mayor, and Sheriff 
Roger Scott.  
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The jail expansion will be 
completed in 2018 and will 
provide needed core spaces not 
available currently. The new 
jail expansion in combination 
with jail reduction efforts 
will provide needed space for 
years to come. The expansion 
is needed for the safety of 
our officers and has been 
needed since the 1990s. The 
plan is also being completed 
without raising taxes.  
 
Statement 
 
 
The following statement was 
read at the Wednesday, June 15 
DeKalb County Board meeting by 
Mark Pietrowski Jr., DeKalb 
County Board Chairman. The 
names of the Orlando shooting 
victims were displayed on the 
TV screens in the Legislative 
Center.  
 
 
I would like to thank Marj 
Askins for providing most of 
the words I will share with 
you tonight.  
 
 
Recently the United States was 
faced with a horrendous hate 
crime committed in Orlando, 
Florida. The victims of this 
mass shooting were in a 
nightclub that they felt was a 
safe space where they could be 
themselves.  
 
 
Traditionally, tragedies like 
this one are observed by 
moments of silence and I have 
done this in the past as well 
however, the LGBTQA community 
has experienced violence for 

generations and I do not feel 
as elected officials we can 
remain silent any longer.  
 
 
To the LGBTQA residents of 
DeKalb county, you are part of 
our community, we see you, we 
care about you, and we want 
you to live without fear of 
being yourself. This is a 
community where you should 
feel welcome and safe.  
 
 
To the people of Orlando and 
to the brave first responders, 
survivors, and medical 
personnel who saved many 
lives, we are thinking and 
praying for you and we must 
learn from this tragedy. So I 
urge each of us to speak to 
our senators and 
representatives in congress so 
we can finally have a long 
overdue conversation on how we 
as a nation can address this 
hate and discuss policies to 
address mass shooting 
terrorists acts. Thank you.  
 
 
Marj Askins, DeKalb County 
Board District 7 
Representative Mark Pietrowski 
Jr., DeKalb County Board 
Chairman and District 3 
Representative  
.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
Mark Pietrowski Jr.  
DeKalb County Board 
Chairman  
 
 
 



 
 

Jail Expansion Update 
 

Site work for the Jail Expansion is progressing.  
Contractors have been: 

• Installing new water mains, storm 
and sanitary sewers, as well as ducts 
for utilities on Exchange and Locust 
Streets.  

• Relocating the power and 
communications lines thanks to an 
easement received from CHS-Elburn 
(formerly Elburn Coop).  

• Installed an earth retaining wall 
between the jail excavation area and 
the radio tower 

• Constructed a support pier for the 
future second floor walkway that 

will connect the current jail to the 
expansion.  

The Utilities have been rerouting their lines to 
accommodate the addition as well: 

• ComEd- Completed major rerouting of 
overhead and underground lines and 
moved serviced onto the new feeds. 

• Comcast, NICOR, and Frontier are 
in the process of completing their 
relocation. 

• Windstream Communications is 
relocating their fiber optic cable. 

Work Planned for the next few weeks: 

• Complete utility work. 
• Reopen and restore Exchange 

Street to a two way street 
between Main & Locust with a 
sidewalk on the north side.  

• Basement Excavation and 
Foundation Work to start. 

A second round of sixteen Bid packages 
totaling $20,044,602.00 were awarded by 
the Public Building Commission in May.  
Only two bid packages remain to be bid and 
those are scheduled to be opened in June. 
Permitting for the project continues to take a 
significant effort from the consultants, the 

construction managers and County officials. We 
did receive the Illinois Department of 
Transportation Permit on May 27 and have a 
conditional permit from the City of Sycamore 
for utility work and expect to receive the full 
building permit in late June. 
A ground-breaking ceremony was held 
Wednesday, June 15.  Watch for more detailed 
updates in the future.    
 
By:  Chief Joyce Klein & Ed Harvey 



 
 
 
 
FROM THE HIGHWAY 
DEPARTMENT 
 

 
 
As spring wraps up, the construction season 
continues. So far this spring, the Highway 
Department has overseen the paving of various 
roads in DeKalb Township, Genoa Township, 
Sycamore Township, and on Glidden Road north 
of Illinois Route 72. Chicago Road between 
Illinois Route 23 and Somonauk Road had 
rejuvenator applied to keep the new pavement 
in good condition for a longer time. Several 
roads in DeKalb Township, Squaw Grove 
Township, and the City of Sandwich had cracks 
in the road sealed with asphalt to keep moisture 
out. 
 

 
 
The Coltonville Road bridge project continues to 
progress. The bridge was closed last fall on 
August 17. Although the project would not be 
completed, it was hopeful the road would be 
opened to traffic for the winter. However, 17 
rain events during the fall and 12” of snow on 
November 21 caused the Kishwaukee River to 
swell and remain high and delayed the 
scheduled work. Although not a severe winter, 
it was cold enough to restrict concrete work. 
Work resumed in March, 2016. Roadway and 
earthwork began on April 1 when the ground 
had thawed. Unfortunately 14 days of 
precipitation in April and 13 in May limited the 
ability to place and shape the dirt. Currently, 
the contractor is paving the road the week of 
June 13, sealing and grooving the bridge deck 
the week of June 20, and expects about 2 week 
for guardrail, roadway striping, landscaping, and 
other miscellaneous items before the project is 
complete. 
 
In mid-July, paving will start on Plank Road 
between Illinois Route 23 and Lindgren Road. 
Later this summer, paving in Sandwich 
Township, Shabbona Township, Somonauk 
Township will occur. The streets in Fairdale will 
paved as part of the recovery effort from the 
2015 tornado. Over 12 miles of Shabbona Road 
between Shabbona and Malta will be paved as 
well as the County’s recreation path, the 
Generation Link Trail, between the County 
Cemetery and the DeKalb Natural Trail. 
Two other bridge projects will take place this 
year. Repairs to the Howison Road bridge 



southeast of Waterman will remove the 
restricted weight limit for the bridge. The 
Melms Road bridge between Illinois Route 23 
and the Kane County line will be replaced and 
should be open to traffic by Thanksgiving. 
 
 
By:  Nathan F. Schwartz, P.E. 
        County Engineer 
 
 

 
FROM THE FINANCE 
DEPARTMENT 
 
 

DeKalb County Earns 29th 
Consecutive GFOA Award 

 
The DeKalb County Finance Department 
has been awarded its 29th consecutive 
Certificate of Achievement for Excellence 
in Financial Reporting by the Government 
Finance Officers Association of the United 
States and Canada (GFOA) for its 
Comprehensive Annual Financial Report 
(CAFR) for the Fiscal Year Ended 
December 31, 2014.  The CAFR has 
been judged by an impartial panel to meet 
the high standards of the program 
including demonstrating a constructive 
“spirit of full disclosure” to clearly 
communicate its financial story and 
motivate potential user groups to read the 
CAFR.  The Certificate of Achievement is 
the highest form of recognition in the area 
of governmental accounting and financial 
reporting, and its attainment represents a 
significant accomplishment by a 
government and its management. 
 
2014 program results indicate that only 14 
of the 102 Counties in Illinois were 
awarded a Certificate of Achievement, 
and DeKalb County is one of only five 

Counties statewide to have received the 
award for the past 29 consecutive years.  
DeKalb County was quick to recognize 
the value of this program when it was 
launched back in 1986 and the Finance 
Department is proud to continue the long-
standing tradition of obtaining this 
recognition every Fiscal Year since then. 
 
 
By: Pete Stephan, Finance Director 
 
 
From the Veteran’s Assistance 
Commission 
 
 



 
 

 
 
By:  Tammy Anderson,  
 Superintendent 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ideas Welcome!      

  
The DeKalb County Board wants your 
ideas and feedback. Please also submit 
any notable information for future 
newsletters to  
 
County Board Chairman, Mark 
Pietrowski Jr., at 
mpietrowski@dekalbcounty.org or 
msupple@dekalbcounty.org.  You can 
also mail any information at:  DeKalb 
County Administration Office, Attn: 
DeKalb County Chairman, Legislative 
Center, 200 N. Main St., Sycamore, IL 
60178.  
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