COUNTY
IN URGENT NEED
S FOSTER HOMES

Emergency DCFS Foster Homes

The DeKalb County Youth Service Bureau
(YSB) is looking for a few families to provide
short-term, temporary foster care to youth
ages 8-18 wholhave run away or been locked
out of their homes and have no place else to
stay. YSB foster\homes need to be DCFS
licensed and are tsed only when all other
options have failedywith most placements
lasting 2-4 days. If interested, please contact
Ahna Holzinger at YSB at.815-748-2010.

Traditional DCFS Foster

What is foster care?

Foster care is the temporary placement of
children outside their own homes. It occurs
because of abuse, neglect, or other family
problems. When possible, the Department of
Children and Family Services works with fami-
lies to reunite them. When that’s not possi-
ble, DCFS works to get the children adopted—
or prepared for independent life as adults.

Thousands of lllinois families have opened
their hearts and homes to abused and ne-
glected children through foster care. Have
you thought about becoming a foster parent?
Foster parents must be at least 21, have
enough space in their apartment or home, be
self-supporting, and have time and love to
devote to each foster child. A single person
may be a foster parent.

For more information about becoming a fos-
ter parent, call 800-572-2390 or contact
Karen Waller at 815-967-3732.

Working Together to
make a difference in
=T the life of a family.

Add your name to the list of caring
community citizens of DeKalb

County....become a partner parent!

Phone: 815-895-7194
inger Phone: 815-748-2010
liott@dekalbcounty.org or

@dcysb.com
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Youth throughout DeKalb County often find
themselves in need of safe alternative housing.
Not all youth meet the criteria for DCFS Foster
Homes, but nevertheless may need a Safe and
Reliable Alternative Home. These youth and
their families are often in crisis and need assis-
tance in making changes, finding resources or
learning new skills. While the social services
agencies throughout DeKalb County work dili-
gently to provide resources that allow the youth
and family to remain intact, it occasionally is
necessary for the family to separate and allow
the parent to obtain the assistance needed to
promote a healthy home life. They need to
know their child is safe, well cared for, and
someone to assist them in parenting their
child.....thus....Partner Parents. Partner Parents
are appointed through the 16th Judicial Court -
DeKalb County to be Safe And Reliable Alterna-
tive Homes (SARAH) for youth. Since the needs
throughout the county vary, there are three
different types of SARAH homes servicing three

different youth populations.

IS A PARTNER PARENT?

SARAH HOME LEVEL A

Short Term- Partner Parent provides housing for

court involved youth from 1 day to 6 months at a time.

Depending on the length of stay, the Partner Parent’s
involvement in the youth’s case or follow up once the
youth leaves their home is minimal. There is little to
no interaction with the natural parents.

SARAH HOME LEVEL B

Short Term to Long Term- Partner Parent provides
housing for court involved youth from 1 day to 2 years
(All stays are assumed to be approximately 6 months
in duration but the Partner Parent may indicate to the
coordinator their willingness to take on youth needing
longer term stays. Children placed in long-term alter-
native care are able to reside in the community with
minimal supportive services.) The Partner Parent is
part of the Resource Team established for each youth
and may serve as a mentor to the natural parents
when youth returns to their home.

SARAH HOME LEVEL C

Specialized Alternative Care- Partner Parent provides
housing for youth with significant mental health con-
cerns or specialized populations. These children re-
quire careful interagency planning, observation, and
nurturing. Specialized Partner Parents may have a
great deal of experience, hold college degrees or be
trained in psychotherapy. In addition, they receive
special training and are required to complete ongoing
training and workshops .

Partnering with Parents
v \1 to raise productive mem-

bers of the community

DEKALB COUNTY YOUTH
SERVICE PROVIDERS -

LONG-TERM ALTERNA-

TIVE PLACEMENT (LAP)

TASK FORCE

MISSION STATEMENT:

TO CONVENE FOR THE PURPOSE OF
ESTABLISHING A CONTINUUM OF
ALTERNATIVE PLACEMENT FOR AT
RISK YOUTH IN DEKALB COUNTY.

GOALS:

IDENTIFY POPULATIONS TO BE
SERVED

IDENTIFY EXISTING SERVICES

SUPPORT OF EXISTING AND DE-
VELOPING SERVICES

ANALYZE GAPS IN SERVICES

Interested in learning more about the Youth

Service Providers or LAP Task Force? Please

contact:

DEKALB COUNTY YOUTH
SERVICE PROVIDERS

Kalb County Court Services
. Main St.

ore, IL 60178

Elliott:: 815-895-7194

Holzinger: 815-748-2010
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