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DeKalb County Government 
Sycamore, Illinois 

 
Forest Preserve Committee Minutes 

January 23, 2018 
 

The DeKalb County Forest Preserve Committee met on Tuesday, January 23, 2018 at 6:00 p.m., 
in the Legislative Center’s Gathertorium in Sycamore, Illinois. Chairman Brown called the 
meeting to order. Those Members present at roll call were Mr. Bagby, Mrs. Haji-Sheikh, Mr. 
Porterfield, Mr. Roman, and Chairman Brown. A quorum was established with five Members 
present and two absent. Mr. Hughes and Ms. Little arrived shortly after the meeting began.  
 
Others present were Frank Ostling, Peggy Doty, Michael Haines, Jerry Augsburger, and Patrick 
McCrea.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
It was moved by Mr. Roman, seconded by Mrs. Haji-Sheikh and it was carried 
unanimously to approve the minutes from the January 4, 2018 Special Forest Preserve 
Committee Meeting.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
It was moved by Mrs. Haji-Sheikh, seconded by Mr. Porterfield, and it was carried 
unanimously to approve the meeting agenda as presented.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Ms. Peggy Doty, Education Coordinator from the U of I Extension, shared that they had another 
successful Winterfest Event at Russell Woods this year. Winterfest is one example of the great 
partnership that the U of I Extension and the Forest Preserve District share. This is not a 
fundraiser event but a way to get families out into the woods and learn about the natural 
resources around them. It was estimated that there were about 201 guests at the event this year 
and the Genoa 4H Prairie Gems were in attendance selling food. Ms. Doty thanked the 
Committee and the District for their continued partnership despite the hardships they endure 
through State funding issues. The Committee additionally thanked Ms. Doty for her work and the 
update on this year’s Winterfest event.  
 
IDNR – CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE DEERING MANAGEMENT  
Chairman Brown welcomed Mr. Frank Ostling from the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR). Mr. Ostling shared he was present to once again formally request to enter the 
Hoppe Heritage Farmstead/South Branch Prairie and the Potawatomi Woods Forest Preserves in 
order to manage (in the form of sharpshooting) resident deer to conduct Chronic Wasting 
Disease (CWD) testing.   
 
Mr. Ostling further explained that management using sharpshooting to supplement hunter harvest 
allows the Department to conduct localized, focused deer reductions in small areas known to 
have CWD. The IDNR’s goal is to reduce disease transmission rates by lowering densities in 
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infected areas, to reduce environmental contamination from infected deer, and to remove sick 
deer from the population at a higher rate than deer are becoming newly-infected. Advantages of 
sharpshooting include: (1) reductions are limited to areas with disease, so healthy populations in 
the remainder of a county are not impacted as they would be if we relied solely on hunting for 
management; (2) sharpshooting can be conducted on properties that do not normally allow 
hunting (or allow only very limited hunting), so management can occur in areas that normally 
serve as refuges to hunting; (3) focused sharpshooting has been shown to remove sick animals at 
a higher rate than hunting programs; and (4) sharpshooting can target specific high-risk deer 
social groups known to have CWD. Sharpshooting also provides detailed, localized surveillance 
information about disease distribution and prevalence rates within infected areas. 
 
The areas of Hoppe and Potawatomi Woods is of great concern to the IDNR. These areas have 
produced the most positive number of CWD infested deer in all of Illinois. Following the close 
of deer hunting seasons in January, teams of IDNR staff that are trained/certified for 
sharpshooting begin culling deer wintering in or around known CWD locations. All IDNR 
sharpshooting activities are carried out between now through March on Monday – Thursday 
evenings. Helicopter surveys are normally conducted during January-February when suitable 
snow cover provides conditions to facilitate counting deer. The winter of 2016-2017 was 
extremely mild, with only occasional light snows during January-February. Without suitable 
conditions, no aerial surveys were conducted. There is hopes that this year they will be able to do 
so though.  
 
Sharpshooting areas are generally limited to locations within a 2-section buffer zone around each 
known CWD-positive section (1 section = ~1 mile2). Sharpshooting is only conducted with the 
permission of the landowner. All animals (including fawns) from which suitable tissue samples 
could be collected are tested for CWD. Additional tissue samples are collected for genetic testing 
and evaluation of reproductive status at the University of Illinois Champaign/Illinois Natural 
History Survey. All deer with negative CWD test results are processed and donated to the 
Northern Illinois Food Bank. 
 
Mr. Ostling shared that the Management Program has already started this week at the conclusion 
of the hunting season. Depending on the relative success of a given area dictates how much time 
the IDNR will spend in that area as well as the prevalence of the disease in that area. The IDNR 
finds themselves scattered around Northern Illinois quite a bit these days but they can also say 
that they have been able to keep the disease relatively in check and at a relatively constant 
prevalence rate throughout. Although they are getting some spikes in the Kirkland area, they 
have found the prevalence rate to be at a 1-2% rate which is a success as opposed to what the 
State of Wisconsin is currently being faced with. 
 
Former County Board Member and Northern DeKalb County resident Michael Haines shared 
that he was opposed to the sharpshooting of deer. He expressed that sharpshooting has failed to 
keep CWD from spreading in Illinois. Both Wisconsin and Illinois found their first cases of 
CWD in 2002. Wisconsin abandoned sharpshooting in 2007. Illinois has continued aggressive 
sharpshooting. In 2017, Illinois has 17 infected counties and Wisconsin has 18 infected counties. 
Sharpshooting is waste of tax dollars. Many sharpshooters are well paid state employees (state 
police, state foresters, etc.) being paid overtime to shoot deer in Illinois. Increasing hunting days 
in CWD infected Illinois counties has already reduced herd numbers and could be increased 
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tenfold adding to revenue as well as continuing to reduce herd size. Reducing hunting pressure 
on coyotes in CWD infected counties could be another source of herd deduction. Sharpshooting 
all deer in a targeted area has potential to work against natural selection. IDNR states that 1% of 
Illinois deer are CWD infected. That means that theoretically, 99% of the dead sharpshooted deer 
are uninfected. Even if it is 95%, any chance of genetic immunity is being eliminated by the 
sharpshooting program. 
 
Mr. Haines also suggested that sharpshooting may actually cause CWD to spread at a more rapid 
rate in Illinois. As previously stated, Illinois and Wisconsin have similar dear spreading results 
even though Illinois sharpshoots and Wisconsin does not. Yet Wisconsin has always had a higher 
infection rate than Illinois. Wisconsin should have more many more counties infected because 
they have higher rates and are not using the sharpshooting tactic. They do not have many more 
infected counties. He asked, “Could it be that sharpshooting creates extra pressure on deer herd 
dynamics? Could it be that sharpshooting actually causes deer dispersal from CWD counties to 
uninfected counties resulting in spreading CWD?” 
 
Mr. Haines also questioned if it may be possible that some deer in the County may be developing 
a natural or genetic resistance to CWD and whether or not culling actives may be removing some 
of these resistant deer from the population. 
 
Mr. Ostling responded that there has been some research suggesting that natural resistance may 
exist – but not a complete resistance. The disease is always fatal once contracted. The difficulty 
with partial resistance is that it may enable infected deer to survive longer and therefore increase 
the potential to distribute the prions for a longer period of time before eventually succumbing to 
the disease or conditions related to it. Additionally, the prion involved in CWD is in a class of 
transmissible spongiform encephalopathy similar to Mad Cow Disease. At this time there is no 
clear evidence that humans can contract the disease by consuming meat from an infected animal. 
However, some individuals prefer to participate in the testing before processing or consuming 
the meat from animals they have taken.  
 
Another former County Board Member and avid outdoorsman, Jerry Augsburger, spoke in favor 
of the IDNR’s CWD Management practices. He also note how Wisconsin has a much hirer 
prevalence rate than Illinois and they have no management system in place. Mr. Ostling 
additionally added that he feels for Wisconsin residents who see the value in Illinois’ approach, 
but whose hands are tied due to the political environment.  
 
With CWD, Ms. Doty described the way the prions concentrate in the neural tissue, creating the 
spongy tissue that ultimately degrades the animal’s brain. She noted that there have been studies 
indicating that the prions may be spread through the simple act of licking. There are also 
concerns that the prion can survive on the landscape and be transmitted as well. She closed by 
noting that while this has not crossed species at this point, there have been concerns about 
excessive buildup of the prions in certain areas. Mr. Doty additionally echoed Mr. Ostling’s 
comments on ensuring that the meat individuals are consuming has been tested. She also noted 
how important it is to educate hunters on the need to get their deer meat tested for CWD to also 
decrease the prevalence rates.  
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The Committee discussed the CWD management process further and Mrs. Haji-Sheikh and Ms.
Little expressed the importance ofgetting additional communication and literature out to hunters
on where to drop box testing sites are for deer meet as well as the importance of getting their
meat tested.

Mr. Ostling additionally clarified that sportsman's dollars pay for the CWD management
program and not taxpayer dollars.

Going around the table, the Committee Member came to a consensus that they were not
necessarily in favor of the sharpshooting process of the CWD management program but they
agreed that they wanted the management program to continue.

Mrs. Haji-Sheikh moved to continue the IDNR Chronic Wasting Disease Sharpshooting
Management Program specific to the Hoppe Heritage Farmstead/South Branch Prairie and
the Potawatomi Woods Forest Preserves. Mr. Bagby seconded the motion and it was
approved unanimously.

Chairman Brown shared with the Committee that since A1 Roloff retired. Josh Clark has taken
the place of the Natural Resource management for the Forest Preserve District. In Josh's place,
the District has hired Patrick McCrea to be the new Restoration Ecologist/Preserves Manager.
Chairman Brown introduced Mr. McCrea who was present at the meeting and provided a brief
background of himself. The Committee welcomed the Forest Preserve District's newest
member.

ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION

Mrs. Haji-Sheikh shared that the individuals who were planning to attend on this topic where not
able to make the meeting so she requested this item be scheduled for a future meeting.

MONTHLY REPORTS

Chairman Brown noted that the most recent monthly reports will be distributed to the Committee
Members soon.

COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS

Mrs. Haji-Sheikh requested and update at their next meeting on the winter activities that are
happening at the Sycamore Forest Preserve.

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved by Mr. Roman, seconded by Mr. Porterfield and it was carried unanimously
to adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully submitted.

Chairman BobBrown Tashf Sih&^ecprding Secretary

Note: These minutes are not official until approved by the Forest Preserve Committee
at a subsequent meeting. Please refer to the meetingminuteswhen these minutesare

approved to obtain any changes to these minutes.



First CWD posi ve:  A suspect adult female deer from 
northwest Boone County was diagnosed with CWD in 
November 2002. 

Total samples through June 30, 2017:   105,836+ 

Total posi ves through June 30, 2017:  685 

Number of coun es affected through 6/30/2017:   17 
(Boone, Carroll, DeKalb, DuPage, Grundy, JoDaviess, 
Kane, Kankakee, Kendall, Lake, LaSalle, Livingston, 
McHenry, Ogle, Stephenson, Will, Winnebago).  

General distribu on through 6/30/2017:  Total affected 
area (determined by a minimum convex polygon  that 
includes all posi ves) is now about 9,000 mi2.  While 
overall prevalence remains low in JoDaviess and 
Stephenson coun es, disease is firmly established and 
appears to be worsening, accoun ng for 21/75 (28%) 
of all posi ves iden fied this year.   Prevalence is 
somewhat higher in some eastern coun es (Table 4) of 
the range, but deer popula ons in those areas are 
smaller and habitat much more fragmented. 

CWD Surveillance Protocols During FY2017 (July 1, 2016-June 30, 2017) 
 
Tes ng:  All CWD tes ng was conducted using immunohistochemistry (IHC) at the University of Illinois’ Veterinary 

Diagnos c Laboratory in Urbana, Illinois.  Samples were ini ally screened using retropharyngeal lymph nodes 
(RPLN), followed by confirmatory tes ng of recut RPLN ssue and obex. 

Sampling of hunter-harvested deer:  Three sources were used to provide ssue samples from adult deer harvested 
by hunters: (1) mandatory firearm deer check sta ons in high-risk coun es in northern Illinois; (2) designated  
voluntary drop-off tes ng loca ons in northern Illinois; and (3) coopera ng meat lockers/taxidermists statewide 
who collected heads/sample ssues for IDNR. 

Surveillance by other agencies/individuals authorized by special permits:  Recipients of special permits from IDNR 
authorizing lethal deer removals were required to collect CWD samples when working in high-risk CWD areas or in 
areas needing addi onal surveillance.  These permits included (1) Deer Popula on Control Permits (used by some 
agencies to control urban deer popula ons); (2) nuisance Deer Removal Permits (for crop depreda on, etc.); and 
(3) Scien fic Permits (various research projects). 

Suspect (“target”) deer surveillance:  Upon receiving reports from the public about sick deer, IDNR staff collected 
samples for CWD tes ng from deer that exhibited signs/symptoms consistent with chronic was ng disease. 

Surveillance from post-hun ng season sharpshoo ng:  Sharpshoo ng was conducted from mid-January through the 
end of March by trained IDNR staff.  Sharpshoo ng was restricted to areas where CWD-infected deer had been 
iden fied (limited to lands within a 2-sec on buffer around known posi ve sec ons). 

Execu ve Summary 

Illinois Chronic Wasting Disease: 
2016-2017 Surveillance and Management Report 

(Project Period:  July 1, 2016 - June 30, 2017) 
 

Paul Shelton and Patrick McDonald 
Forest Wildlife Program, Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

September 5, 2017 

Figure 1.  Distribu on of all known CWD-infected deer 
iden fied in Illinois through June 30, 2017. 
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CWD Surveillance Results FY2017
Total number of CWD samples collected statewide:  7,840 (7,839 WT 

deer, 1 elk). Figure 2 depicts the geographic distribu on of sampling 
effort; Figure 3 compares annual sample numbers; Figure 4 presents 
a comparison of the number of deer sampled and the number of 
posi ves iden fied by source; and Appendix A summarizes the 
samples collected/posi ves iden fied by county. 

Number of usable samples collected:  7,800 deer; 1 elk 

Number of CWD-posi ve deer iden fied:  75. Table 1 presents a 
comparison of the number of posi ve deer found each year by 
county. 

Number of coun es with posi ve deer:  14 — Boone (7), Carroll (2), 
DeKalb (3),  Grundy (7), JoDaviess (10), Kane (5), Kankakee (2), 
Kendall (6), LaSalle (4), Livingston (2), McHenry (8), Ogle (2), 
Stephenson (11), Winnebago (6).  For distribu on of posi ve 
sec ons, see Figure 5. 

Number of new CWD coun es:  1 (Carroll) 

CWD prevalence informa on for the known CWD area (17 coun es; 
adult deer from hun ng sources only) — 

 Average CWD prevalence (all adult deer):  1.17% (43/3686) 
 Average CWD prevalence (adult males):  1.60% (31/1943) 
 Average CWD prevalence (adult females):  0.69% (12/1743) 

Figure 2.   CWD sample distribu on across 
Illinois during FY2017 (all sources). 
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Figure 3.   Number of CWD surveillance samples collected statewide each year during FY2003 through FY2017. 

Figure 4.  Number of CWD samples tested and number of posi ves iden fied by sampling source during FY2017.   
Note:  Number tested includes all samples submi ed for wild deer, regardless of whether a valid test result was obtained. 
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Figure 5.  Distribu on of CWD-posi ve deer iden fied during FY2017. 
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  Table 1.  Number of CWD-posi ve deer iden fied in each county by sampling year. 
 

Fiscal Year→  03 04 05 06 07 08 09 10 11 12 13 14 Total 15 16 17 
Boone 9 25 13 15 13 11 9 14 7 5 4 5 154 6 11 7 
Carroll - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 2 2 
DeKalb - 4 1 5 6 8 4 3 7 5 7 8 72 8 3 3 
DuPage - - - - - - - - - - 1 - 1 - - - 
Grundy - - - - - - - - 2 5 3 3 28 5 3 7 

JoDaviess - - - - - - - - 1 - 1 4 32 7 9 10 
Kane - - - - - - - - 4 7 4 5 7 40 8 5 

Kankakee - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 4 1 2 
Kendall - - - - - - - - - - 1 4 23 6 6 6 

Lake - - - - - - - - - - - 1 1 - - - 
LaSalle - - - - 1 - - - 3 - 1 2 22 6 5 4 

Livingston - - - - - - - - - - - - 4 2 - 2 
McHenry 2 2 4 4 4 - 4 3 3 3 3 7 61 6 8 8 

Ogle - - - 2 - - 1 - 4 2 3 1 23 2 6 2 
Stephenson - - - - - 1 - 1 1 2 3 4 39 6 10 11 

Will - - - - - - - - - - - 2 4 1 1 - 
Winnebago 3 20 13 25 18 18 12 16 10 7 5 13 175 8 1 6 

Total 14 51 31 51 42 38 30 37 42 36 36 59 685 71 72 75 



 
CWD Management During FY2017 

 
Hun ng Seasons for Herd/Disease Control 

Length:  Archery deer season (Oct. 1-Jan. 15; closed during firearm season) consisted of 107 days in 
DuPage and Lake coun es (no firearm hun ng), and 100 days in all other CWD coun es.  Gun seasons 
totaled 20 days, consis ng of the regular firearm season (7 days), youth season (3 days), muzzleloader 
season (3 days), and special CWD season (7 days).  Gun deer seasons were not open in DuPage and 
Lake coun es, except for Chain O’ Lakes State Park (firearm season only) in Lake County. 

Bag limits:  Only two antlered deer could be taken per hunter during all seasons, except that during the 
special CWD season no antlered limit was in effect.  There was no bag limit for antlerless deer. 

Gun permit quotas:  In coun es with established CWD, permit quotas far exceeded demand, so that the 
number of permits was for all prac cal purposes unlimited.  In coun es with limited cases of CWD, 
permit quotas were more limited, so as not to significantly lower the en re county popula on.  For the 
Special CWD season, hunters were allowed to purchase unlimited over-the-counter (OTC) permits, and 
could also use any unfilled deer tags from firearm, muzzleloader, or youth deer seasons. 

Significant changes:  None. 

Hunter harvest:  Hunters harvested 14,760 deer from the 16 CWD coun es during 2016-2017 (Table 2), 
compared to 16,309 deer during 2015-2016.  The previous 5-year average harvest for the 16 coun es 
was 16,784.  In the 2001-2002 hun ng season, the last season prior to the discovery of CWD in Illinois, 
hunter harvest totaled 16,301. 

Table 2.  Deer harvest in CWD coun es during the 2016-2017 hun ng seasons. 

County Youth Muzzleloader CWD Firearm Archery All Seasons 
Boone 1 2 38 121 117 279 
DeKalb 6 2 29 139 177 353 
DuPage Not open to firearm deer hun ng 35 35 
Grundy 6 13 72 296 294 681 

JoDaviess 75 84 500 1859 975 3493 
Kane  0 1 7 29 263 300 

Kankakee 10 14 55 186 281 546 
Kendall 6 5 25 98 163 297 

Lake Not open to firearm deer hun ng 41 273 277 
LaSalle 25 34 149 745 687 1640 

Livingston 14 16 36 400 191 657 
McHenry 7 10 99 266 526 908 

Ogle 29 41 240 793 691 1794 
Stephenson 14 17 160 843 474 1508 

Will 5 31 60 233 729 1058 
Winnebago 10 13 106 346 459 934 

Totals 208 283 1576 6358 6335 14760 
1  Only Chain O’ Lakes SP is open to firearm deer hun ng in Lake County. 
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IDNR Sharpshoo ng Protocols 
Ra onale:  Management using sharpshoo ng to supplement hunter harvest allows the Department to 

conduct localized, focused deer reduc ons in small areas known to have CWD.  Our goal is to reduce 
disease transmission rates by lowering densi es in infected areas, to reduce environmental 
contamina on from infected deer, and to remove sick deer from the popula on at a higher rate than 
deer are becoming newly-infected.  Advantages of sharpshoo ng include:  (1) reduc ons are limited to 
areas with disease, so healthy popula ons in the remainder of a county are not impacted as they would 
be if we relied solely on hun ng for management; (2) sharpshoo ng can be conducted on proper es 
that do not normally allow hun ng (or allow only very limited hun ng), so management can occur in 
areas that normally serve as refuges to hun ng; (3) focused sharpshoo ng has been shown to remove 
sick animals at a higher rate than hun ng programs; and (4) sharpshoo ng can target specific high-risk 
deer social groups known to have CWD.  Sharpshoo ng also provides detailed, localized surveillance 
informa on about disease distribu on and prevalence rates within infected areas.   

Timing:  Following the close of deer hun ng seasons in January, teams of IDNR staff that were trained/
cer fied for sharpshoo ng began culling deer wintering in or around known CWD loca ons.  All IDNR 
sharpshoo ng ac vi es were carried out between January 15 and March 31, 2017. 

Aerial Surveys:  Helicopter surveys are normally conducted during January-February when suitable snow 
cover provides condi ons to facilitate coun ng deer.  The winter of 2016-2017 was extremely mild, 
with only occasional light snows during January-February.  Without suitable condi ons, no aerial 
surveys were conducted. 

Loca ons used for sharpshoo ng:   Sharpshoo ng areas were generally limited to loca ons within a 2-
sec on buffer zone around each known CWD-posi ve sec on (1 sec on = ~1 mile2).  Sharpshoo ng was 
only conducted with the permission of the landowner. 

Carcass handling/disposi on:  All animals (including fawns) from which suitable ssue samples could be 
collected were tested for CWD.  Addi onal ssue samples were collected for gene c tes ng and 
evalua on of reproduc ve status at the University of Illinois Champaign/Illinois Natural History Survey.  
All deer with nega ve CWD test results were processed and donated to the Northern Illinois Food Bank. 

IDNR Sharpshoo ng Results 

Management area:  CWD management unit boundaries were established by buffering each CWD-posi ve 
sec on that occurred during the past five years (2012-2016) with a 2-sec on buffer (Figure 6).  Total 
size of this CWD management area was 2,194 mi2, which included 970 mi2 of deer habitat.   

Number of coun es in which deer were taken:  15 
Number of townships in which deer were taken:  65 
Number of sec ons in which deer were taken:  129 
Number of deer taken:  984 (mean # deer taken/sec on = 7.6; range = 1-26) 
Number of CWD-posi ve deer taken:  24 
More specific sharpshoo ng results for each county are presented in Table 3. 

Sharpshoo ng Programs by Other Agencies/En es in CWD coun es 
Deer Popula on Control Permits (DPCP):   Seven land-managing en es with DPCPs collected CWD 

samples as a condi on of their permit.  Sampling occurred in 5 CWD coun es (DuPage, JoDaviess, Lake, 
Will and Winnebago) and Cook County, which is bordered by 5 CWD coun es.  Permit recipients 
submi ed ssue samples for CWD tes ng from 427 deer (422 usable samples) taken from at least 53 
sec ons in those coun es.  Two CWD-posi ve deer were found, both from Winnebago County. 

 
Nuisance Deer Removal Permits (DRP):  Six samples were submi ed from deer taken in 3 CWD coun es 

using DRPs, with no CWD-posi ve deer iden fied. 
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Figure 6.  CWD management area boundaries for Winter 2017. 

 Table 3.   Summary of IDNR sharpshoo ng effort and results by county during winter 2017.  

County 
# of Townships 

Where Removals  
Occurred 

# of Sec ons 
Where Removals  

Occurred 

Total Number 
of  

Deer Removed 

Average Number  
of Deer Removed  

per Sec on 

Number of  
Posi ve Deer  

Removed 

Boone 3 6 29 4.8 3 
Carroll 1 1 19 19.0 1 
DeKalb 4 8 50 6.3 1 
Grundy 5 12 121 10.1 5 

JoDaviess 7 18 140 7.8 3 
Kane 6 14 125 8.9 1 

Kankakee 2 3 18 6.0 2 
Kendall 5 8 64 8.0 1 
LaSalle 8 13 111 8.5 1 

Livingston 1 1 9 9.0 0 
McHenry 7 13 67 5.2 3 

Ogle 4 4 14 3.5 0 
Stephenson 8 18 146 8.1 0 

Will 2 3 14 4.7 0 
Winnebago 3 7 57 8.1 3 
All Coun es 65 129 984 7.6 24 
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Discussion:  Illinois CWD in FY2017 
 
Seventy-five CWD-posi ve deer were iden fied from 7,800 usable WT deer samples collected statewide.  
Across the 17-county CWD range, the disease prevalence rate for all adult deer taken by hunters was 
1.17%.  The prevalence rate for hunter-harvested adult males (1.60%) was more than twice as high as for 
adult females (0.69%).  For comparison, deer taken by IDNR sharpshooters were more likely to be CWD-
posi ve, with an overall adult prevalence rate of 3.16%.  Prevalence rate for adult males taken by sharp-
shooters was 2.80%; for adult females taken by sharpshooters the rate was 3.41%.  Prevalence rates have 
remained low and changed li le over me since discovery of CWD in 2002, but there is a slowly increasing 
trend in recent years (Figure 7), most notably for adult males. 

Surveillance data have iden fied a number of areas that present challenges for managing CWD, par cularly 
where heightened prevalence rates coincide with significant deer densi es (Figure 8): 

Five of six posi ve deer found in Kendall County were from a rela vely small area along the Fox River 
south of Plano.  As a result of this cluster of posi ves, Kendall County had the highest overall county 
prevalence rate during 2017 at 9.26% (see Table 4), although sample size was low (n=54) and the confi-
dence interval was large.  

Es mated prevalence was >3.0% in the border area between JoDaviess and Stephenson coun es, pro-
ducing a total of 16 posi ves from Blocks 0,-4 and 1,-4 (Figure 8).  These included 2 posi ve deer iden -
fied from the northern part of Carroll County, the first instances of CWD reported for that county.  Deer 
densi es from those blocks have tradi onally been very high, but weather condi ons during the past 
few winters have prevented the acquisi on of current popula on data.  Countywide prevalence rates in 
Stephenson County appear to be on the rise (Figure 9), but in the absence of addi onal landowner co-
operators for DNR’s sharpshoo ng program, we are unlikely to change that trend. 

Prevalence rates along the Winnebago-Boone county line have remained above average in the years 
since finding Illinois’ first posi ve there in 2002.  Management has reduced deer densi es and fewer 
posi ves are being found as a result, but disease prevalence rates have not declined measurably in that 
original focal area.  

The Marengo Ridge area in northern McHenry County (Fig. 8, Block 0,2) produced 7 posi ves from 97 
samples.  This area has been consistently high for the past four years. 

CWD-posi ve deer are being regularly iden fied each year along the Illinois River and its tributaries in 
LaSalle and Grundy coun es (Fig. 5 & Fig. 8).  High deer densi es along the Illinois River make control 
efforts difficult, and emigra on of deer from this area to non-CWD areas to the south poses a signifi-
cant risk for further CWD spread.  

CWD-posi ve deer are now iden fied rou nely throughout northern Kane County (Fig. 8, Blocks 2,2 
and 2,3).   Much of the deer habitat is within subdivisions or owned by local units of government, so 
opportuni es for control of deer herds (and disease) via hun ng are limited. 

The regularity with which we iden fy posi ve deer in spark areas such as Livingston and Kankakee 
coun es is disturbing.  Deer habitat is limited in those coun es but this may contribute to increased 
mobility of deer across the landscape, with an increased probability for exploratory or migratory move-
ments and resultant increased risk of disease spread. 
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Figure 7.  Trends in CWD prevalence for hunter-
harvested adult deer (≥ yearling) during 2003-2017 
for the seventeen coun es in which CWD has been 
iden fied.  Error bars at each point depict the 95% 
confidence interval of the es mate.  Mean prevalence 
rates in males have been 73% higher than in females 
during this 15-year period.  

Table 4.  County CWD prevalence es mates for adult deer during 1 July 2016 through 30 June 2017.  Es mates 
are based only on samples collected from hunter-harvested deer.1 

County # of Samples # of Posi ves Percent Posi ve 95% Confidence Interval (±) 
Boone 59 3 5.08% 5.61% 
Carroll 81 0 0.00% N/A 
DeKalb 83 2 2.41% 3.30% 
DuPage 3 0 0.00% N/A 
Grundy 148 1 0.68% 1.32% 

JoDaviess 1205 6 0.50% 0.40% 
Kane 86 3 3.49% 3.88% 

Kankakee 93 0 0.00% N/A 
Kendall 54 5 9.26% 7.73% 

Lake 18 0 0.00% N/A 
LaSalle 359 3 0.84% 0.94% 

Livingston 195 2 1.03% 1.41% 
McHenry 206 5 2.43% 2.10% 

Ogle 411 2 0.49% 0.67% 
Stephenson 455 10 2.20% 1.35% 

Will 72 0 0.00% N/A 
Winnebago 158 1 0.63% 1.24% 

All CWD Coun es 3686 43 1.17% 0.35% 
1    Es mates derived from hunter-harvested deer represent hunted popula ons throughout the en re county. 
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The spread of CWD into new areas and the establishment of new disease foci in those areas con nues to 
be Illinois’ biggest management challenge.  During 2002-2010, 80% of all CWD-posi ves iden fied in Illinois 
originated from either Boone or Winnebago County.  In FY2017, only 17% of CWD-posi ves came from 
those coun es.  This shi  in CWD distribu on has posed significant challenges for management, because 
management must now be directed over a far larger area, spreading resources very thin. 

Disease management strategies in Illinois have been successful in controlling CWD prevalence rates at low 
levels, but in many management units the number of deer removed by sharpshooters is currently insuffi-
cient, whether because of limited access to property or because of our limited resources.  Con nuing our 
management program will slow increases in prevalence rates and also slow spread to the remainder of the 
state, but managers will require new tools in the future if we are to successfully fight this disease. 

IDNR staff must con nue to work to educate Illinoisans about CWD and its poten al to nega vely impact 
our white-tailed deer herd.  Only through an educated public can the Department con nue to receive sup-
port for CWD management, even though our program is viewed as a model for disease management by 
professionals in many other states.  
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Figure 8.  Es mated prevalence rates in adult deer during FY17 per 4-township block.  For each block the 
upper number is the grid coordinate; the middle number is the sample size; and the lower number is the 
es mated adult prevalence rate (%).  Includes all sources except suspect deer.  



Figure 9.  Pa erns in es mated CWD prevalence rates in coun es with at least five years of data.  County preva-
lence rates were calculated using only hunter-harvested adult deer (both sexes). 
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Appendix A.  Useable CWD samples from white-tailed deer by county in Illinois taken during the 2016-2017 sampling 
season.  Numbers in parentheses reflect the number of CWD-posi ve deer iden fied. 

County 
Check 

Sta ons 
Drop-off Sta ons/ 
Meat Processors 

Agency 
Culling 

Special 
Permits¹ 

Roadkill/ 
Incidental Suspect Total 

ADAMS   9         9 
ALEXANDER   5         5 
BOND   8         8 
BOONE 30 (2) 29 (1) 29 (3) 1 2 1 (1) 92 (7) 
BROWN   3         3 
BUREAU   26       1 27 
CALHOUN   86         86 
CARROLL 4 77 19 (1)   3 5 (1) 108 (2) 
CASS   10         10 
CHAMPAIGN   1         1 
CHRISTIAN   15         15 
CLARK   20         20 
CLAY   154         154 
CLINTON   2         2 
COLES   100     1   101 
COOK   8   75  6   89 
CRAWFORD   10         10 
CUMBERLAND   26         26 
DEKALB 54 (2) 29 50 (1)   1   134 (3) 
DEWITT   14         14 
DOUGLAS   9         9 
DUPAGE   3   117     120 
EDGAR   30         30 
EDWARDS   1         1 
EFFINGHAM   30         30 
FAYETTE   17         17 
FORD   1         1 
FRANKLIN   41         41 
FULTON   17         17 
GALLATIN   4         4 
GREENE   73         73 
GRUNDY 131 (1) 17 121 (5)   4 (1) 1 274 (7) 
HAMILTON   14         14 
HANCOCK   63         63 
HARDIN   8         8 
HENDERSON   19         19 
HENRY   3         3 
IROQUOIS   5         5 
JACKSON   62         62 
JASPER   36         36 
JEFFERSON   130         130 
JERSEY   83         83 
JODAVIESS 909 (4) 296 (2) 140 (3) 41 19 (1) 2 1407 (10) 
JOHNSON   91         91 
KANE 9 77 (3) 125 (1)   5 (1)   216 (5) 
KANKAKEE 82 11 18 (2)       111 (2) 
KENDALL 43 (4) 11 (1) 64 (1)   1   119 (6) 
KNOX   23       1 24 
LAKE 1 17   84     102 
LASALLE 336 (3) 23 111 (1)   3   473 (4) 
LAWRENCE   2         2 
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Appendix A cont’d. 

County 
Check 

Sta ons 
Drop-off Sta ons/ 
Meat Processors 

Agency 
Culling 

Special 
Permits¹ 

Roadkill/ 
Incidental Suspect Total 

LEE   70         70 
LIVINGSTON 184 (2) 11 9     1 205 (2) 
LOGAN   3         3 
MACON   23     1   24 
MACOUPIN   23         23 
MADISON   27         27 
MARION   36         36 
MARSHALL   21         21 
MASON   1         1 
MASSAC   18         18 
MCDONOUGH   75         75 
MCHENRY 120 (4) 86 (1) 67 (3) 3 2   278 (8) 
MCLEAN   10         10 
MENARD   4         4 
MERCER   8         8 
MONROE   5         5 
MONTGOMERY   10         10 
MORGAN   10         10 
MOULTRIE   29         29 
OGLE 345 (2) 66 14   4   429 (2) 
PEORIA   5     1   6 
PERRY   188         188 
PIATT   13         13 
PIKE   160         160 
POPE   36         36 
PULASKI   1         1 
PUTNAM   11       1 12 
RANDOLPH   44         44 
RICHLAND   10         10 
ROCK ISLAND   15     2 1 18 
SALINE   10         10 
SANGAMON           1 1 
SCHUYLER   4         4 
SCOTT   10         10 
SHELBY   35         35 
ST CLAIR   24     1   25 
STEPHENSON 337 (7) 118 (3) 146   12 (1) 1 614 (11) 
TAZEWELL   11         11 
UNION   21         21 
VERMILION   1     1   2 
WARREN   6         6 
WASHINGTON   40     1   41 
WAYNE   60         60 
WHITE   2         2 
WHITESIDE   126     3   129 
WILL 71 1 14 65 2 1 154 
WILLIAMSON   121         121 
WINNEBAGO 128 (1) 30 57 (3) 42 (2) 5 1 263 (6) 
WOODFORD   18         18 
TOTALS 2784 (32) 3506 (11) 984 (24) 428 (2) 80 (4) 18 (2) 7800 (75) 

1  Special permits include urban Deer Popula on Control Permits, nuisance Deer Removal Permits, and Scien fic Permits. 
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Appendix B.  Summary of CWD-posi ve Illinois deer collected during FY2017. 
 

Date 
Collected County 

Township, Range, 
Sec on Sex Age 

Collec on 
Method 

9/22/16 JODAVIESS 427N 5E19 F 4 ROADKILL 
10/9/16 KANE 341N 8E 4 F 1 HUNTING 

10/28/16 KANE 341N 7E 5 M 2 ROADKILL 
10/31/16 GRUNDY 333N 6E13 M 2 ROADKILL 
11/6/16 BOONE 346N 3E31 M 1 HUNTING 

11/13/16 KANE 342N 7E17 M 2 HUNTING 
11/13/16 KANE 341N 6E16 M 2 HUNTING 
11/18/16 DEKALB 342N 3E 5 M 2 HUNTING 
11/18/16 LASALLE 333N 3E28 M 2 HUNTING 
11/18/16 LIVINGSTON 326N 6E32 M 2 HUNTING 
11/18/16 STEPHENSON 427N 5E22 F 5 HUNTING 
11/19/16 BOONE 345N 4E 5 M 3 HUNTING 
11/19/16 KENDALL 335N 8E27 F 4 HUNTING 
11/19/16 GRUNDY 333N 7E 7 M 4 HUNTING 
11/19/16 STEPHENSON 426N 5E 3 F 1 HUNTING 
11/19/16 JODAVIESS 427N 5E17 M 1 HUNTING 
11/19/16 STEPHENSON 426N 5E25 M 2 HUNTING 
11/19/16 STEPHENSON 429N 6E26 F 2 HUNTING 
11/19/16 JODAVIESS 429N 1E21 M 2 HUNTING 
11/19/16 WINNEBAGO 428N11E 9 F 4 HUNTING 
11/19/16 KENDALL 336N 6E 9 F 3 HUNTING 
11/19/16 KENDALL 336N 6E17 M 1 HUNTING 
11/19/16 MCHENRY 346N 6E15 M 2 HUNTING 
11/19/16 OGLE 423N10E23 M 2 HUNTING 
11/20/16 BOONE 344N 3E19 M 3 HUNTING 
11/20/16 MCHENRY 346N 6E 5 M 3 HUNTING 
11/20/16 STEPHENSON 429N 8E25 M A HUNTING 
11/20/16 STEPHENSON 426N 5E36 F 1 HUNTING 
11/20/16 JODAVIESS 429N 5E29 M 2 HUNTING 
11/20/16 LASALLE 332N 2E 9 F 2 HUNTING 
11/20/16 MCHENRY 345N 6E 9 M 1 HUNTING 
11/21/16 LIVINGSTON 329N 6E31 M 3 HUNTING 
11/23/16 STEPHENSON 426N 5E35 M 4 HUNTING 
11/25/16 JODAVIESS No Loca on Provided M 1 HUNTING 
11/29/16 BOONE 345N 3E35 M 3 SUSPECT 
12/1/16 LASALLE 336N 3E 7 M 1 HUNTING 
12/2/16 KENDALL 337N 6E33 F 2 HUNTING 
12/2/16 OGLE 341N 2E 9 M 2 HUNTING 
12/2/16 JODAVIESS 426N 5E21 F 3 HUNTING 
12/3/16 DEKALB 342N 3E 6 M 1 HUNTING 
12/3/16 MCHENRY 345N 6E19 M 1 HUNTING 
12/3/16 STEPHENSON 428N 6E21 M 2 HUNTING 
12/3/16 STEPHENSON 429N 7E19 M 1 HUNTING 
12/4/16 JODAVIESS 428N 4E27 M 5 HUNTING 
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Appendix B cont’d. 
 

Date 
Collected County 

Township, Range, 
Sec on Sex Age 

Collec on 
Method 

12/14/16 CARROLL 425N 5E 3 M 2 SUSPECT 
12/20/16 MCHENRY 345N 6E16 M 3 HUNTING 
12/22/16 STEPHENSON 426N 5E10 M 2 HUNTING 
1/24/17 BOONE 344N 3E28 F 1 SHARPSHOOTING 
1/24/17 GRUNDY 334N 8E27 F F SHARPSHOOTING 
1/25/17 WINNEBAGO 346N 2E14 F 3 SHARPSHOOTING 
1/26/17 BOONE 344N 3E19 F 2 SHARPSHOOTING 
1/26/17 GRUNDY 333N 6E24 F 2 SHARPSHOOTING 
1/27/17 KENDALL 336N 6E 9 F 2 HUNTING 
1/30/17 WINNEBAGO 343N 2E14 M F SHARPSHOOTING 
2/2/17 MCHENRY 346N 6E15 F 2 SHARPSHOOTING 
2/2/17 MCHENRY 346N 6E15 F F SHARPSHOOTING 
2/6/17 WINNEBAGO 345N 2E24 F 2 SHARPSHOOTING 
2/7/17 CARROLL 425N 6E 8 M 1 SHARPSHOOTING 
2/8/17 JODAVIESS 426N 4E 2 M 2 SHARPSHOOTING 
2/8/17 GRUNDY 333N 6E24 F 2 SHARPSHOOTING 

2/13/17 JODAVIESS 426N 4E13 F F SHARPSHOOTING 
2/14/17 BOONE 344N 3E19 F F SHARPSHOOTING 
2/15/17 WINNEBAGO 343N 2E15 F F SHARPSHOOTING 
2/16/17 DEKALB 342N 3E28 M 1 SHARPSHOOTING 
2/20/17 JODAVIESS 427N 5E18 M 1 SHARPSHOOTING 
2/22/17 KANKAKEE 331N11E30 F 3 SHARPSHOOTING 
2/22/17 KANKAKEE 331N11E30 M 2 SHARPSHOOTING 
2/27/17 LASALLE 333N 5E22 F 3 SHARPSHOOTING 
3/6/17 KANE 341N 7E24 F 1 SHARPSHOOTING 
3/6/17 MCHENRY 346N 7E 6 F 2 SHARPSHOOTING 
3/7/17 KENDALL 337N 6E33 M A SHARPSHOOTING 

3/14/17 WINNEBAGO 346N 2E14 F 2 SHARPSHOOTING 
3/15/17 GRUNDY 333N 6E24 F F SHARPSHOOTING 
3/16/17 STEPHENSON 428N 6E 2 F F ROADKILL 
3/27/17 GRUNDY 333N 6E13 M 3 SHARPSHOOTING 
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Appendix D.  Historical distribu on of CWD in southern Wisconsin and northern Illinois as of 
June 30, 2017.  Squares represent sec ons in which CWD has been detected. 



          No more sharpshooting  

Sharpshooting has failed to keep CWD from spreading in Illinois. 

Both Wisconsin and Illinois found their first cases of CWD in 2002. Wisconsin 

abandoned sharpshooting in 2007. Illinois has continued aggressive sharpshooting. In 

2017, Illinois has 17 infected counties and Wisconsin has 18 infected counties. 

Sharpshooting is waste of tax dollars. Many sharpshooters are well paid state 

employees ( state police, state foresters, etc.) being paid overtime to shoot deer in 

Illinois. 

Increasing hunting days in CWD infected Illinois counties has already reduced herd 

numbers and could be increased tenfold adding to revenue as well as continuing to 

reduce herd size. 

Reducing hunting pressure on coyotes in CWD infected counties could be another 

source of herd reduction. 

Sharpshooting all deer in a targeted area has potential to work against natural 
selection. IDNR states that 1% of Illinois deer are CWD infected. That means that 
theoretically, 99% of the dead sharpshooted deer are uninfected. Even if it is 95%, any 
chance of genetic immunity* is being eliminated by the sharpshooting program.   
 

*(Inhibition of Protease-Resistant Prion Protein Formation in a Transformed Deer 
Cell Line Infected with Chronic Wasting Disease‡, Gregory	J.	Raymond,	et	al	Journal	of	
Virology,	Ja	2006,	Vol	80,	No.	2,	pp	596‐604)	

 

Sharpshooting may actually cause CWD to spread at a more rapid rate in Illinois. 

As previously stated, Illinois and Wisconsin have similar dear spreading results 

even though Illinois sharpshoots and Wisconsin does not. Yet Wisconsin has 

always had a higher infection rate than Illinois. Wisconsin should have more many 

more counties infected because they have higher rates and are not using the 

sharpshooting tactic. They do not have many more infected counties.  

Could it be that sharpshooting creates extra pressure on deer herd dynamics? 

Could it be that sharpshooting actually causes deer dispersal from CWD counties 

to uninfected counties resulting in spreading CWD? 

Haines Ja 23, 2018 



IDNR Information Shows CWD Spreads fivefold since 2002 in illinois  

IL DNR CWD FAQ #12 

12.  What are we doing to prevent the spread of CWD in Illinois? 

The Department of Natural Resources also continues to implement its 
sharpshooting program to acquire additional samples for surveillance testing 
and monitoring, remove as many sick individuals as possible, and reduce the 
herd within known CWD locations in an effort to prevent further spread of 
the disease. Through these efforts, we have maintained our CWD prevalence 
at 1-2% over the infected area, and are confident that we are reducing the 
rate of spread of the disease to new areas. Last updated: 6/1/2017 

https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/programs/CWD/Pages/FAQCWD.aspx#q11 

Illinois Counties infected with CWD   

Annual reports: 

2003 = 3 counties               

2006 = 5 counties 

2009 = 7 counties 

2012 = 8 counties 

2015 = 16 counties 

2017 = 17 counties 

from https://www.dnr.illinois.gov/programs/cwd/Pages/default.aspx 

Wisconsin Counties infected with CWD   

Chronic wasting disease (CWD) was originally detected in Dane County in 2002. An 
extensive CWD surveillance program has been conducted in Wisconsin since then. Of 
Wisconsin's 72 counties 18 currently have CWD detected in the wild deer herd. ‐  2017 

From: https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wildlifehabitat/results.html 

Over 5x  INCREASE in spread of CWD 

Haines Ja 23, 2018 



Penn State News 
Research indicates coyote predation on deer in East manageable 
Jeff Mulhollem  May 9, 2014 
 
UNIVERSITY PARK, Pa. -- Coyotes are a major predator of white-tailed 
deer across the East, especially fawns born each spring, but wildlife 
managers nonetheless are able to stabilize and even grow deer herds, 
according to researchers in Penn State's College of Agricultural Sciences. 

Mortality of white-tailed deer fawns is significant across the East, Diefenbach 
noted. Only an average of one in two survives its first three months of life, which 
is when most mortality occurs.  

#### 

         

Predator Control: The Truth About Coyotes vs. Deer 
New	research	on	coyote	home	ranges	could	give	hunters	the	upper	hand	

in	predator	management	

The Western predator was expanding beyond its strongholds, quietly scattering across the 
South. At the time, the greatest threat to deer in that region was their own overabundance, so 
the coyote sightings didn’t garner much attention. But in the early 2000s, the number of tagged 
deer began slipping in some Southern states; South Carolina saw a 23 percent decline between 
2002 and 2005. Georgia’s deer take is thought to have dipped by 28 percent from 2001 to 
2005, and Alabama’s annual yield dropped by more than 48 percent between 2004 and 2011. 
Disease and more restrictive regulations no doubt played a significant role in the declines, but 
coyotes were also killing deer—more than many people realized. In one South Carolina study, 
coyotes accounted for 37 to 80 percent of all whitetail fawn mortalities. In 2007, a study of a 
herd near Auburn, Ala., showed a 67 percent fawn mortality rate, with coyotes accounting for 
42 to 63 percent of the toll. In response to the problem, states loosened regulations on killing 
coyotes… 
          #### 

According to IDNR, in Illinois, it is legal to kill coyotes 365 days a year and even 

during the night for 4 months.  Also, a study cited by IDNR indicates deer comprise 

22% of Illinois coyote diet.    

BY JR SULLIVAN JANUARY 10, 2017 
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