


DEKALB COUNTY VETERANS ASSISTANCE COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
August 13, 2018
COMMUNITY OUTREACH BUILDING

Meeting started at 7:00 pm with President Bob Bend presiding. John Davis led us in the pledge of allegiance.

Board Members Present: President Bob Bend, Vice-President Celeste Latham, Secretary Luz Maria Gilkey, and
Treasurer John Davis.

Employees Present: Tammy Anderson, Luz Maria Gilkey, Tim Stubinger, Cindy Childress and Jill Peacock.
New In Attendance: Ashley Heithoff
Public Comment: None

Meeting Minutes: July 9, 2018 minutes were reviewed. Motion was made by Don Jones to accept, and
seconded by Mike Boorsma - Motion passed unanimously. Don Anderson asked about 100yr old Vet if
Celebration was still on Tammy Anderson replied still working on.

Treasurers Report: There is a Balance of $5,168.30. 40 et 8 Voiture 207 check was received. Motion by Mike
Boorsma accept Treasurers report subject to audit, seconded by Don Jones - Motion passed unanimously.

Superintendents’ Report: Last month the Commission helped 16 Veterans and their families with shelter total
of $6,295.00. There were 35 Veterans transported on 24 trips to the VA facilities. Drivers Per Diem $450.00.
Year to Date total Retro about $494,494.00 and collected $183,831.00 of monthly payments for Veterans.
Total Employee Activity approximately 1,195 contacts. The July Expenses totaled $52,601.01. Review report for
more details. Motion was made by Mike Boorsma to pay monthly bills - seconded by Don Jones. The motion
passed unanimously by roll call vote. Gene Ege asked about the vehicle conditions — Tammy reported vehicles
were good but would like in near future to purchase a van for ease of Veterans in and out of vehicle. No in
reply to wheelchair access - drivers would have to have training, CPR training & be responsible for Veterans.
That is why we refer people to TransVac & MedicVac, they have the ability to transport wheelchair bound
Veterans.

Holiday Schedule for 2019 was approved with date Change of Meeting Oct 7 & Nov 4 Motion was made by
Gene Ege and 2™ by Don Jones. The motion passed unanimously.

Committee Report: Frank Beierlotzer mentioned in early September there will be a Motorcycle Motorcade for
cars, 4 Wheelers, etc. This event will occur before the 12t of Sept.

Old Business: None
New Business: None

For the Good of the Commission: Jim Cox mentioned Veterans with Purple Heart, POW, Congressional Medal of
Honor, Disability recipients are able to use the Commissary. Tammy will get information on this and on HB 299
for Blue Water Veterans.

Luz mentioned that we will have training on Thursday Aug 16 and will need Cindy Childress to return to the office
for this training at 12:30pm. We need someone to be there to close up the VFW/AL Post for the HCOT (Hines
Community Outreach Team), Chuck Fish volunteered to be there.


http:52,601.01
http:183,831.00
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http:5,168.30.40

Tim mentioned the Sandwich & DeKalb radio stations were being bought out. Will work on getting more
information.

Post #2287 Checking into see if still an organization. Need an officer. Luz will check with Laurie Emmer.

Tammy mentioned that Linda Drake will be retiring on Aug 30t 2018. A Retirement party for Linda will be held
on August 29 from 1:00 — 4:00 at the Community Outreach Building (COB). Gary Hanson, the DeKalb County
Administrator will be presenting Linda with a 12yr plaque for her service to the County and Bob Bend, President
of DCVAC, will also be acknowledging her service to the Veterans. All are invited to attend.

Being no further business Steve Walz made a motion to adjourn - seconded by Mike Boorsma 7:23pm.

Respectfully Submitted by Secretary Luz Maria Gilkey
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Here’s why more veterans, caregivers may get commissary, exchange privileges by
2020

By: Karen Jowers (/author/karen-jowers) £ July 26

Former prisoners of war, Purple Heart recipients, certain disabled veterans and caregivers for veterans are a step closer to being allowed to shop at
commissaries and exchanges (https:// www.militarytimes.com/pay-benefits/2018/06/22/ heres-why-dod-wants-to-make-millions-more-eligible-to-
shop-commissaries-exchanges/), and other retail facilities on military bases, such as military lodging.

House lawmakers voted Thursday (https:/ /www.militarytimes.com/congress/2018/07/26/ us-defense-policy-bill-clears-house-rockets-to-senate/) to
agree to the conference report for the fiscal 2019 defense authorization bill. A provision in that bill would give shopping and some other privileges to
veterans who have been awarded the Purple Heart, those who are former prisoners of war and those with service-connected disabilities, as well as to
caregivers of veterans. They would be allowed to use these facilities on the same basis as a service member entitled to retired or retainer pay.

It also authorizes access for Medal of Honor recipients, although they have long been authorized to use commissaries, exchanges
(https:/ /www.militarytimes.com/pay-benefits/military-benefits/2018/05/ 01/benefits-basics-commissaries-and-exchanges/)and MWR facilities.

If it becomes law, the new privileges would be in effect on Jan. 1, 2020.

Under the proposal, Defense Department officials will set a user fee for this population, to offset any increase in expenses at commissaries
(https://www.militarytimes.com/pay-benefits/mil-money/2018/ 06/06/heres-how-your-commissary-plans-to-get-back-lost-customers/)that would be
paid by the Treasury Department associated with the use of credit or debit cards. That user fee would be in addition to the current surcharge of 5 percent
of the commissary purchase, added at the cash register. Because Medal of Honor recipients already have commissary shopping privileges, the fee would
presumably not apply to them. :

The Senate will vote at a later date on the conference agreement, and then the bill will 80 to President Trump to be signed into law. If it becomes law,
DoD is required to submit a plan to the House and Senate armed services committees by Oct. 1, 2019, on its plan to implement the provision by Jan. 1,

2020,

While the House plan would have required the privileges to take effect 9o days after the bill becomes law, the Senate bill moves that date back to the
beginning of 2020, reportedly to give defense officials more time to determine the user fee, and the credentials that would be accepted.

Here’s why DoD wants to make millions more eligible to shop commissaries,
exchanges (https://www.militarytimes.com/pay-benefits/201 8/06/22/heres-why-dod-
wants-to-make-millions-more-ellgible-to—shop-commissaﬂmxchangesl)
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On Tuesday, September 25t at 1:00pm, a Surprise
Welcome Home for 100 year old WWII veteran Tony
Berg of DeKalb, Illinois. The surprise will
take place at 330 Grove Street in DeKalb.

If you would like to join a motorcade to the
surprise, contact Rob Halvax at -
nottwoshabbylRaol.com or 630-745-7895.

Otherwise contact Diana King,
dking@fsadekalbcounty.org, phone 815-758-8616
ext1500, fax 815-758-7569 or mail to Diana
King, 330 Grove St., DeKalb, IL 60115 for more
information on the event.

2019

Motorcycle/Motorcade

Please join us for the 12'™ Annual Veterans
Weekend in 2019. Currently it is being planned
for Saturday, June 23, 2019. Again it will
include Honoring Our Senior Veterans and
motorcycles, cars and trucks are invited.

For more information contact Frank Beierlotzer
at ffb66@juno.com.

2019-00vVeteransWeekend-Handout.001
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Saturday | 09/08/18 HyVee Food Store  |2700 bekaib Ave., sycamore, IL
Safety .
Breakfast Staging & Registrtation Briefing KSU Leave | ffh66@juno.com
(8:00am to 9:00am) (8:30am to 9:30am) (9:35am) (9:40am) (9:45am) 815-801-3834
N w Program | Leave
Route HONORING OUR SENIOR VETERANS Starts | Time
—T T
Oakland Dr, Dosen Dr, Wjrsing Pkwy, Peace Rd, Fairview Dr, 4th St(Rte 23),Barb Blvd, 2nd St
1 l l
Pine Acres Rehab & Living Center 1212 S. 2nd St., DeKalb 10:00am |10:25am
2nd St, Taylor St, Haish Blvd
|
Barb City Manor 680 Haish Bivd, DeKalb 10:30am |10:55am
Haish Blvd, Taylor St, Pﬁnnie Glidden Rd
l | |
DeKalb County Rehab & Nursing Center 2600 N. Annie Glidden Rd., DeKalb 11:05am {11:30am
T
Just west olf DeKalb County Réhab & Nursing Center ]
Heritage Woods 2626 N. Annie Glidden Rd., DeKalb 11:35am | Noon
Annie Glirdden Rd, Betlrany Rd, Greenwood Acres
l
Oak Crest DeKalb Area Retirement,.Center - |2944 Greenwood Acres, DeKalb . - 12:10pm [12:35pm
Just north of Oak Crest DeKalb Area Retirement Center }
!
Bethany Healthcare & Rehab Center 3298 Resource Pkwy, DeKalb |12:40pm | 1:05pm
Bethany Rd, Somonaur St
|
Grand Victorian of Sycamore 1440 Somonauk St., Sycamore 1:15pm |1:40pm
Somonatlxk St, Route 23, Peace Rd, Frantum Rd, Stonegate Dr
l
Lincolnshire Place 710 Vellagio Place, Sycamore 1:55pm | 2:20pm
DeKalb American Legion Post 66, 1204 South 4th Street (Route 23) 3:30pm







