Apri/May 2018 . Maintenance and safety checks of buildings and grounds, seasonal mowing, firewood cutting
splitting and stacking, storm clean-up, shelter house and toilet cleaning, litter pick-up and disposal, road grading,
trail maintenance, equipment maintenance, scheduling shelter rentals and collecting shelter and camping fees,
drinking water sampling . Shelter houses and Lodge are used every weekend by scouts, families and other groups.
Natural Resource Center Educational Staff teaching school groups / Summer Camps at Russell Woods and making
classroom visits. PDRMA Risk Management and Loss Control review and forest preserve safety in progress for 2018
compliance.

Mother’s Day Flower Walks
Saturday, May 12th from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., the day before Mother’s Day, University of Illinois
Extension will be offering guided wildflower walks at the Natural Resource Education Center (NREC) in Russell
Woods Forest Preserve. Russell Woods is located 1 mile west of Genoa on state route 72. The Natural
Resource Education Center is at the end of the forest preserve road.
“We often get asked by visitors to come outside and help them identify one of the many beautiful
spring native wildflowers in the forest preserve,” said Peggy Doty, University of Illinois Educator. “This time of
year is crucial for these delicate plants. The spring woodland flowers grow in the wooded areas but come up
early to attain enough light to make food for themselves. If they wait too long the shade of the trees would
block the precious light they need,” continued Doty. The spring beauties are one of the most delicate flowers
found first on the forest floor and research has shown they are critical for many native pollinators. The trillium
have recently opened and the Virginia bluebells are carpeting the lowland forest. Mother’s Day weekend the
forest will be still be putting on quite a display,” said Doty. According to Doty, it is also important for people to
understand that it is illegal to remove plants from preservation areas so come with a camera if you would like
to take something home.
All are welcome on the guided hikes. Two local botany enthusiasts will be available to guide people out onto
the trails to see and talk about what is blooming. “Brian Hale and Karen Matz have been leading the hikes for
many years and both love to share their enthusiasm regarding wildflowers,” said Doty. The guided walks start
at 9:30 a.m. and on each half hour through the morning.

The last two walks will be at noon and 1 p.m. There are trails accessible for all abilities so go out to enjoy
spring. Doty added, “If people have company in for the weekend this would be a great short destination and
activity for their enjoyment.” There is no charge for the hikes and Extension staff will be in the center to talk
about birds at the feeders and the displays so you can come for a walk or just to visit NREC. If you have
questions please call the NREC at 815-784-2000.
Source: Peggy Doty, Educator, Energy and Environmental Stewardship,University of lIlinois
Extension, Unit 2.
University of Illinois College of Agricultural, Consumer & Environmental Sciences
 United States Department of Agriculture  Local Extension Councils Cooperating
University of Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment.

Spring Wildflower Blue Bell Bloom at Forest Preserves

Forest Preserve volunteer John Heneghan photo of SandHill Cranes at the South Branch Prairie.
Hopefully they will be our very first nexting pair in our Forest Preserves

April maintenance and project report from Patrick McCrea Southern maintenance staff

In the month of April maintenance staff focused mostly on assisting natural resource staff.
1. Cleared trails at Shabbona and Merrit Praire after trees had blocked access.
2. Built and replaced entrance sign at Merritt Prairie.
3. Installed bench near Afton playground.
4. Installed bluebird houses at Shabbona.
5. Installed bat house at Shabbona.
6. Started mowing trails and open spaces.
7. Pumped out pit toilets.
Retired County Administrator Ray Bockman donated this bench at Afton

People enjoying Russell Woods picnic shelter

Redbuds welcome Spring visitors along Russell Woods entrance road…

Forest Preserve staff Bill Prain and Bob Knuuttila welded frame and finished sawmill lumber
for rustic memorial bench dedicated to long time Illinois Department of Natural Resources
Game Warden Roy Fitzsimmons from Genoa.
Roy passed away many years ago and his family donated funds for this bench overlooking the
South Branch of the Kishwaukee River at Russell Woods Forest Preserve near the Natutral
Resource Center.

It is with great sorrow that I have to inform that Russ Gremel from Chicago area Troop #979 has passed away. He was
two months shy of his 100th Birthday. He is one of the oldest scout members in Illinois. He will be missed so very much.
Russ camped with his
Scouts for 12 years at
MacQueeen Forest
Preserve
From Justine… Macqueen
FP manager who loved this
man dearly.

and also at MacQueeen Forest Preserve April Scout campers in Spring weather and snowy winter weather……

Along the Kish at MacQueen…..

April snow !! Macqueen……

SycamSore

Sycamore Cub Scouts planted oaks at Potawatomi Woods

…aan

And the Cub Scouts enjoyed exploring the recently burned Sedge Meadow at Potawatomi Woods

Adventure Works of DeKalb County Children's Conservation Corps (CCC) group. The group in comprised of school age
kids, and is designed to give them space to make their own decisions and have some ownership of their group. Over the
course of the group, we get out to (most) of the DeKalb Co. forest preserves. Once there, I give them a short lesson on
why that space is important, and then we turn it over to the kids. They decide what we do, where we go, etc. A part of
the curriculum is that we collect any litter debris we find. Full disclosure, I wrote that into the curriculum to get the kids
interested in exploring in hopes we could find some things for interesting teachable moments. The kids got really into it,
and in their first 8 weeks, collected over 60lbs of litter from the forest preserves.
The photos are from one CCC outing to Knute Olson, Jr. Forest Preserve. Due to school and other obligations, group was
running from 4pm -6pm, and during the fall, much of the group was held during twilight and up until sunset. The kids
were given headlamps to help them feel more comfortable out there, and light conditions were never an issue for us. If
anything, it provided a greater sense of adventure and exploration. The structure you see in the pictures was actually
mostly found, some 100 yards off trail. The kids were excited about it and added some to it, and continued to create a
story about it and an imaginative game about living in a primitive fashion.
We were also able to see animal sign, such as deer track and beaver markings, something the kids do not see regularly.
We talked about how animals make their homes outdoors, and how beavers build their lodges.

Emerald Ash Borer infected trees were removed along trails for safe travel at Sannauk Forest Preserve and
wood chips placed on trails ….

P.A. Nehring Forest Preserve also had hundreds of Emerald Ash Borer dead ash trees removed
along trails with more work to be done …. Trails have been closed for safety reasons until work
is completed.

Same view of trail work in progress…….

Finnally !! Redbud in Spring Bloom at Sycamore Forest Preserve

Thank you Carl Kuhn, Chief Shabbona Preserve Manager for the last 9 years. Carl
did great work maintaining the buildings and grounds and trails at this forest
preserve and managing the shelter house reservations. He was always a friendly
face to the many forest preserve visitors and great to work with for many years.
Hugging the northeastern border of Shabbona Lake State Park is Chief Shabbona Forest
Preserve, once home to the namesake and his Potawatomi tribe. Three enclosed shelters with
wood stoves and an open air shelter host friend and family gatherings throughout the year.
Picnic areas, hiking, cross-country skiing, snowmobile and equestrian trails and playground are
offered at this preserve. From north to south, along its one mile, 88-acre stretch, this preserve
transforms from an Oak savanna to a Sugar Maple dominated forest. One of only a few sites in
northern Illinois where the rare Oval ladies'–tresses Orchid has been observed, this gently
rolling woodland also contains uncommon ferns and milkweeds, as well as a few of DeKalb
County's last original Butternut trees that haven't yet succumbed to the Sirococcus virus. The
increasingly uncommon Red-headed Woodpecker can be seen here on occasion, and the
"crow sized" Pileated Woodpecker has been recently sighted at this preserve.

Thank you Carl for making Chief Shabbona Forest Preserve a welcome and
well maintained forest preserve for DeKalb County.
Photos below of Chief Shabbona Forest Preserve……

