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DeKalb County Government 
Sycamore, Illinois 

 
Economic Development Committee Minutes 

October 2, 2018 
 

The DeKalb County Economic Development Committee met on Tuesday, October 2, 2018 at 
7:00 p.m., at the Administration Building’s Conference Room East in Sycamore, Illinois. Those 
Members present were Mr. Brown, Mrs. Haji-Sheikh, Mr. Osland, and Chairman Bagby. Mrs. 
Emmer and Mr. Faivre were absent. A quorum was established with four Members present and 
two absent.  
 
Others present were Gary Hanson, Tom Matya, Michelle Donahoe, Debbie Armstrong, Karen 
Cribben, and Robin Brunschon.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
It was moved by Mrs. Haji-Sheikh, seconded by Mr. Osland, and it was carried 
unanimously to approve the meeting agenda as presented.   
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
It was moved by Mr. Brown, seconded by Mr. Osland, and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the minutes from the September 4, 2018 meeting. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were no public comments. 
 
DEKALB COUNTY HISTORY CENTER 
DeKalb County History Center’s Executive Director Michelle Donahoe and Board President 
Tom Matya joined the Committee to provide an overview of the new DeKalb County History 
Center. Ms. Donahoe began by sharing that after several years of conversations and meetings, 
March 1, 2018, marked the creation of the DeKalb County History Center (DCHC) in Sycamore, 
Illinois. This new organization is the result of a partnership between the Sycamore History 
Museum and the Joiner History Room, plus collaboration with 20-plus local history 
organizations throughout DeKalb County.  
 
Ms. Donahoe additionally shared that the DCHC’s mission is to inspire curiosity in DeKalb 
County History. The collection will reflect the significant stories of DeKalb County through 
artifacts and archival materials. Education will be through programming and exhibits based in 
solid research which will engage and inspire visitors. The care of artifacts and archival materials 
will meet best practices in the field. Historical resources will be shared locally, nationally and 
internationally with researchers in person as well as online.  Strategic collaborations with local 
organizations will promote, enhance, and expand concepts connected to county history. 
Resources will be sought and secured county wide for a sustainable future.  
 
Mr. Matya shared that the current location of the DCHC, is 1730 N. Main Street in Sycamore. 
The property is owned by the City of Sycamore. There are three buildings on the property that 
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are used for exhibits, collection storage, and archival research and projects. The Joiner History 
Room is currently still located in the Sycamore Public Library but is almost at capacity. Mr. 
Matya reviewed the plans for the $1 million project which includes the construction of a 7,620 
square foot building. The structure will be built to meet museum standards. It will house: The 
Joiner History Room & their Archival Research Room, Archival & Collection Storage, Program 
Areas, Exhibition Space, and Rental Offices and Collection Space for DeKalb Area Agricultural 
Heritage Association (DAAHA). Once completed, the Joiner History Room will move to the 
DeKalb County History Center completely. In addition to having the Joiner History Room and 
DCHC under one roof, there will be expanded hours of operation for both.  
 
It was also shared that by working together, DCHC and its history partners throughout the county 
will reach new audiences and bring awareness and interest to the unique stories in these 
communities. The DCHC will be the anchor to build bridges, develop skills, improve collections 
care, expand outreach, grow volunteer resources, and increase donations. Working together, all 
of the history groups will be stronger and more efficient. Ms. Donahoe clarified that this DCHC 
does not to replace any current organizations but work on sharing information throughout all of 
the organizations.  
 
Ms. Donahoe additionally proudly announced that the DCHC was selected by Illinois 
Humanities to host a traveling Smithsonian exhibit Crossroads: Change in Rural America, 
opening May 2019. To develop a companion exhibit, DCHC will work with local history 
organizations to provide opportunities to help highlight their stories through displays and 
programming. The Smithsonian exhibit will also help kick off the DeKalb County History 
Center’s Grand Opening on May 11, 2019.  
 
Mr. Matya reviewed the financials of the History Center project and Mr. Hanson provided a draft 
copy of a Memorandum of Understanding between the County and the DeKalb County History 
Center. The MOU covers the housing of the Joiner History Room and helping preserve County 
historical records. The initial terms of the MOU is for twenty years. Mr. Hanson reiterated that 
this was only a draft and that he would be bringing it back next month for Committee 
consideration.  
 
Mrs. Haji-Sheikh wanted to ensure that the State’s Attorney has reviewed the MOU and 
Chairman Bagby wanted to ensure that because there will be technology services provided to the 
History Center, he wanted to ensure that Internet Usage Policies were adhered to. 
 
DEKALB COUNTY CONVENTION AND VISITORS BUREAU ANNUAL REPORT 
DeKalb County Convention & Visitors Bureau (DCCVB) Executive Director Debbie Armstrong 
joined the Committee to provide them with her annual presentation. Ms. Armstrong shared that 
the revenue generated from visitor spending in 2017 was $98.8 million. This was a 5.5% increase 
from last year. It also marks the 8th year in a row that tourism revenue for DeKalb County has 
increased. The Illinois Office of Tourism requires the bureau to raise local dollars to match the 
Local Tourism Grant that are eligible to receive. For every dollar invest locally, the CVB will 
double that with the grant. The DCCVB is preparing to host a new Midwest Wrestling event in 
December, which is estimated to bring more than 700 wrestlers and their families to the area. 
The estimated impact from this event is anticipated to be more that $300,000.  
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Some additional key highlights over that past year that were shared was that tourism dollars 
helped generate $7 million in State Tax Receipts (up 11.%) and $1.66 million in Local Tax 
Receipts (up 5.7%), and 590 jobs attributed/created from tourism for DeKalb County for 2017. 
The third IHSA State Football Championship was held November 24-25, 2017 and estimated 
$800,000 in revenue. Sandwich left the Aurora Visitors Bureau and came to the DCCVB.  
 
There was increased visibility and reach with distribution of 30,000 Visitors Guides and 60,000 
rack cards that promote DeKalb County at 7 Tourism Information Centers; at Belvidere, O’Hare, 
Hinsdale, and DeKalb kiosks; throughout Illinois – including Chicago & Navy Pier, Wisconsin 
and Iowa. The CVB also designed and published the first DeKalb County Museums and History 
Center brochures. Print ads were placed in Travel Illinois, Northwest Quarterly and Enjoy 
Illinois Magazine. Developed new seasonal ads to compliment niche markets and distributed 
1,000 Visitors Guides per month at Chicago Amtrak Station.  
 
Ms. Armstrong and the Committee also spent some time talking about the very popular Hold 
Spirits of DeKalb County Tasting that happened August 11th at Jonamac Orchard. There was a 
passport created for the event and if a guest attended all five in a year they received a free gift. 
Ms. Armstrong accredited the County Board for making events like this possible by their work in 
changing zoning and allowing places like Whiskey Acres and Jonamac to be such prosperous 
agribusinesses in DeKalb County.   
 
Lastly, Ms. Armstrong reviewed the future goals of the DCCVB as well as discussed that they 
will be continuing to work with the City of Sandwich to help get more exposure to the southern 
part of the County. Ms. Armstrong thanked the County Board for their continued time and 
investment to the DeKalb County Convention and Visitor Bureau.  
 
FY 2019 BUDGET 
 a. Budget appeals, if any 
There were no FY 2019 Budget Appeals for any County Departments that report to the 
Economic Development Committee.  
  
 b. Committee Questions & Review of the FY 2019 Budget 
DeKalb County CCAO Robin Brunschon shared that 2018 Assessments will be published on 
Thursday, October 4th. Only individuals whose assessments have changed will be in the 
publication.  
 
COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS 
Mrs. Haji-Sheikh shared that she will be sharing a paper at the Society of Vertebrate 
Paleontology’s 2018 Meeting in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
It was moved by Mr. Brown, seconded by Mrs. Haji-Sheikh and it was carried 
unanimously to adjourn the meeting.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________   ___________________________   
Chairman ________________   Tasha Sims, Recording Secretary   


