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Welcome to the DeKalb Metropolitan Region
Since its inception in 2003,
The DeKalb Sycamore Area
Transportation Study
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improve the transportation
systems throughout the
DeKalb urbanized area and
beyond. Dedicated to meeting community needs,
DSATS works to improve
every aspect of the transportation system from bike
trails and bus stops to bridges and bypasses. DSATS
collaborates with a variety of
organizations to improve
safety and mobility within
the DSATS region, creating
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DSATS will only increase. Effi-
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Who is DSATS?
DSATS is made up of
organizations serving the
metropolitan DeKalb, IL
area. DSATS member
organizations include the
City of DeKalb, the City
of Sycamore, the Town
of Cortland, DeKalb
County, Northern Illinois University, and the
Illinois Department of
Transportation. The
City of DeKalb provides
staffing in the form of
one full-time coordinator/planner, and two
part-time administrative
interns. These staff
members provide support to DSATS’ Technical Advisory Committee and Policy Commit-

tee. The TechDSATS Policy
nical Committee
Committee
provides profes
DeKalb (3 Votes)
sional advice and  Sycamore (2 Votes)
recommendations  Cortland (1 Vote)

DeKalb Cty (1 Vote)
to the Policy
Committee and is  NIU (1 Vote)
made up of pro-  IDOT (1 Vote)
fessionals from
the member organizations
& transit agencies. The
DSATS Technical
Policy Committee is the
Advisory
official voting committee
Committee
made up of member organization elected officials. The
structure of the DSATS
DSATS Staff:
organization is as follows:




1 Part-time Director
1 Full-time Coordinator
2 Part-time Interns

DSATS Plans & Projects:

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP)
Long Range Transportation Plan
(LRTP)
Human Services Transportation
Plan (HSTP)
Public Participation Plan
Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan
Intelligent Transportation Systems

(ITS) Plan

Disadvantaged Business Enterprise
(DBE) Plan
Annual Traffic Counts
DSATS Eastern Corridor Study
Transit Facility and Route Expan-

sion Study
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DeKalb Area Roads see slight increase in accidents in 2012.
In MAP-21 the federal government began the process of mandating transportation performance measures for the
States and Metropolitan Planning Organizations in the United States. During
2013, IDOT and MPO officials from
across Illinois meet to begin the process
of developing various performance
measurements .
The first area of focus has been the improvement of safety on the nations
roadways. One of the best indicators is
the reduction in fatal and serious injuries
in accidents across the country. As part
of this process, DSATS has begun tracking accidents and identifying trends in
accident rates.

Since 2007 there has been a significant
reduction in accidents throughout the
region. In 2007 there were 1,363 accident, and in 2010 there was 664 accidents in the DeKalb-Sycamore-Cortland
area. In 2011 and 2012 (the latest year
for which data is available), the accident
rate has been trending upwards. The
accident rate has corresponded to the
downturn in the economy, and as the
economy has improve, there has also
been a corresponding uptick in the
number of accident.
As the yearly number of accidents can
see short term spikes, the state is looking towards an overall 5-year average.
When looking at a 5-year average, the
region has consistently been seeing
around a ten percent decrease in acci-

dents annually.
The DSATS region has seen a
very low fatality
rate (2-4 people a
year), which is
relatively difficult
to reduce at this
point. The number of serious
accidents has also
been decreasing
steadily, with a
average five to ten
percent reduction
annually. Like
fatalities, serious
injuries have remained below
twenty per year

“In the mid
2000s, the accident rate
was well over
1,000 per year
but has been
trending
downward for
a number of
years.”

Volume 2013

Page 3

Page 4

DSATS 2013 Annual Report

DeKalb Transit Continues to see Ridership Increases
The Voluntary Action Center, which provides Paratransit and route deviated bus
service to the residents and
workers of DeKalb County,
for the 5th straight year, saw
an increase in ridership. The
ridership increases seem to
be leveling off, with only a
4.5% increase in ridership for
FY13, while over the past
several years, it has been
around a 10% increase.
Transit continues
to be incredibly
important for both
aging populations
and those who
cannot or prefer
not to commute
individually.
DSATS is happy to
partner to bring
these services.
The ridership on
the Kishwaukee
line has leveled off
after . The Kishwaukee Line is a
special arrangement

between VAC and Kishwaukee
College. For $120 a semester, students, faculty, and staff can ride the
Kishwaukee Line which stops at
various places in DeKalb and on to
Kishwaukee College.
With the addition of four new larger buses, the Green Line serving
DeKalb and the Blue Line serving
Sycamore saw an almost 15% increase in ridership in FY13.
The Huskie Lines, which provides
service from locations throughout
DeKalb to the Northern Illinois
University Campus, reported a
ridership of almost 1.8 million in
FY13. For more information
about transit, check out the transit
websites:


Huskie: http://
huskieline.com/



VAC: http://
www.vacdk.com/
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2013 Traffic Counts
The 2013 traffic counts were performed by DLZ. Overall across the
entire study area, the 2013 data indicates a 1.6 percent increase in traffic
from 2012. Areas that experienced
traffic increases and decreases were
distributed throughout the study area.
With the exception of
IL 64, many of the
east-west roadways
experienced increases
in traffic ranging
from very minor
(0.2%) to significant
(3 1.9%). North-south
roadways generally
saw modest decreases
in traffic. The overall
trend of a modest
increase in traffic
from 2012 to 2013
was not concentrated
in any one portion of
the study area indicating a consistent
shift throughout the
region from the traffic volume decreases
experienced between
2011 and 2012.
Truck traffic volumes
on the roadway segments counted in
2013 decreased by
approximately 10
percent for the entire
study area when compared to the data collected in 20 I I. When
compared with truck
traffic volumes collected in 2012, the

results show a decrease in truck
traffic volumes of approximately
56 percent. The large differentiation between the truck traffic volumes in 2012 and the other years
can be attributed to the different

data collection methods. In both
2011 and 2013, HI-STAR equipment was utilized to collect data,
and in 2012 Jamar technology was
used.
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A New Bike Path for DeKalb
The City of DeKalb and DSATS are happy to announce the successful application for Illinois Transportation Enhancement Program (ITEP) grant monies in order to complete a missing link in the DSATS
area bike trail system. The grant monies will be used to complete a biking trail linking the NIU Lagoon
with Prairie Park. The trail will run underneath Lincoln Highway, providing a safer means of crossing
the busy street.
The ITEP program is designed to develop alternative transportation systems such as biking systems or
pedestrian travel options. The grants can also be used for street beautification in order to increase the
attractiveness of alternative transportation options. Over fifty projects received funding through the
competitive application process for a total of nearly $50 million in project funds throughout the state.
DSATS, through the City of DeKalb, has received $771,180 in funding to complete the bike path. This
will be supplemented with local match funds and the project will be completed over the next several
years.
For more information, visit: http://www.dot.state.il.us/press/1%2030%2013%20ITEP%20-%
20RELEASE
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Performance Measures for Metropolitan Planning Organizations
IDOT is introducing a new tool for evaluating the needs, challenges, and opportunities faced by Metropolitan Planning Organizations: performance measures.
In a series of meetings with Illinois’ MPOs, the state is determining the best metrics for determining MPO efficacy. Some of
these performance measures include increasing safety, decreasing congestion, improving transit options, and expanding alternative transportation services.
IDOT met with DSATS representatives on February 20 to discuss the region’s unique needs
and strengths. It is hoped that the implementation of these new performance measures will
better aid IDOT as they seek to increase the capacity of all state MPOs.
A technical advisory group is being formed by IDOT with representatives from each MPO
in order to advise the state on the performance measure process. Please contact DSATS if
you would be interested in representing the region. The first meeting will be held in midApril.

A New Healthy Living Advocacy Group and Bike To Work Day 2013
A new program in the DeKalb region is looking
to increase use of the bike trails, healthy living,
and alternative transportation. A proclamation
was issued at the April 22nd City of DeKalb
council meeting declaring that May 17th is designated as “Bike to Work Day” throughout the
community.
After a long, cold winter, “Bike to Work Day”
was a great chance for employees to get their
bikes out and enjoy the spring weather and all the
great trails the region has to offer. Any businesses who choose to participate in “Bike to Work
Day” get the benefits of helping the environment
and improving health in the community. grant
received for Pioneering Healthier Communities.
The Haltheir Communities organization, which is
now called Active Transportation of DeKalb
County, has implemented a number of initiatives
to improve health in DeKalb County, including:

DSATS staﬀ members Lynnea Erickson and Joel Maurer, along with
others, participating in Bike to work Day 2013.



Community Leadership Team formed (June
2011)



Town Hall meeting (January 2012)



Live Healthy DeKalb County Summit (name change announced—October 2012)
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Major Investments to Public Transportation
2013 brought major funding to the DSATS area for transportation projects. Governor Pat Quinn, in conjunction with the Illinois Department of Transportation, recently announced a six-year statewide construction program that aims to rehabilitate, improve, or replace over two thousand miles of road and over five hundred bridges. The transportation construction program is
estimated to cost $12.62 billion dollars and will address critical needs for Illinois’ highways, public transit services, rail systems,
and airports, as well as greatly improving transportation throughout the state. Governor Quinn hopes these projects will make
transportation in Illinois safer and more efficient as well as provide crucial employment in this difficult economic environment.
The DSATS region will benefit from this program as a variety of projects throughout the area will be funded with
these monies. DSATS anticipates the ways these projects will improve transportation throughout the region. The projects
funded are as follows
 DeKalb-Taylor Municipal Airport: $434,000 has been allocated for an overlay of the T-hangar pavement.
 Bethany Bridge: $1,250,000 has been allocated for the widening of Bethany Road east of North First St.
 Five Points Road Bridge: $2,756,000 has been allocated to replace the Five Points Road Bridge over the Kishwaukee
River.
 Peace Road: $990,000 h as been allocated for an overlay of Peace Road from Pleasant to Bethany Road. This project will
begin in 2015.
 Routes 23, 30, 34:

Various improvements will be made to Routes 23, 30, and 34 over several years, beginning in 2015.

 DeKalb County Transit Facility: Monies are in the process of being allocated for the replacement of the current transit
facility serving the Voluntary Action Center and public and paratransit in the DSATS region.

A New Healthy Living Advocacy Group and Bike To Work Day 2013 (continued)
(Continued from page 8)



Active Transportation & Healthy Food and Beverage subcommittees formed (November 2012—meet monthly)



work closely with DSATS (DeKalb Sycamore Area Transportation Study) to look at priorities & pick out low
hanging fruit (November 2012)



applied for & awarded $15,000 grant by DeKalb County Community Foundation for signage (November 2012)



purchased 4 kiosks & 43 bike route signs (Spring & Fall 2013)



hosted Community Leader Bike Rides (August 2013)



Promoted Bike to Work Day (May 2013)
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Improvements for the Voluntary Action Center
This picture may just look like a very tall tower, but for the bus drivers
and riders of VAC, this tower symbolizes improvements in transportation and communication that will greatly enhance the transportation
experience in the DSATS region.
As the City of DeKalb is building a new police station, the police radio
antenna has been modified to allow the Voluntary Action Center to include their own radio receiver that will improve driver communication
coverage back to the base station at VAC headquarters.
The Voluntary Action Center is also in the midst of moving forward
with plans to fund the creation of a new multi-modal transportation
hub. Previous grant applications have resulted in the presentation of
$3.5 million dollars in grant monies to be used toward planning, design,
and implementation. Land has also generously been donated by DeKalb County for the new project. VAC has also submitted an application
for TIGER funds, a competitive grant, which could also be used to promote the project.
This project would replace the existing VAC facilities. This is a growing necessity as the required regional transportation services greatly exceeds the available infrastructure.
VAC and DSATS look forward to the positive impact these improvements will make for transportation throughout
the region!

East County Line Road from the Village of Maple Park
to IL Route 64 is scheduled to be completed in 2014. It
includes the upgrade of the existing road to a designated truck route by overlaying the road with hot mix asphalt pavement. The project also includes an IDOT
safety project at the intersection with IL Route 64. The
intersection improvements will include a left turn lane
for Route 64 traffic and widening the intersection to
accommodate trucks turning. The cost of the project is
anticipated to be $2,100,000.

East County Line Construction Project
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Barber Green Road

Barber Greene is tentatively scheduled for 2015. It includes widening the remaining 2-lane cross-section in
front of the future VAC facility to match the 3-lane
cross-section of the rest of the road. The entire section
will be paved with a hot mix asphalt overlay. Curb and
gutter improvements will be included The cost of the
project is anticipated to be $850,000

IDOT held a meeting in DeKalb to get input from
residents in the DSATS region on how to improve biking

DSATS Director Joel Maurer talks transportation at the
DeKalb County Economic Development Corps Annual State
of the County Dinner. DSATS had a booth at the Dinner.

DSATS 2013 Annual Report

Page 12
2035 LRTP Goals
Goal 1: Develop a safe and
secure multi-modal transportation system that provides for
the efficient movement of people and goods.
Goal 2: Identify and support
transportation improvements
to ensure a high level of mobility and accessibility throughout the metropolitan planning
area.
Goal 3: Develop a regional
transportation system that
promotes the use of public
transit and non-motorized
travel.
Goal 4: Support transportation enhancements and projects
that promote existing and
future economic development.
Goal 5: Balance transportation improvements with potential impacts to the surrounding
physical and social environment.

The 2013 year saw many
improvements linked to the
passage of the 2011 Bike-Ped
Update. The purpose of the
2011 Bicycle & Pedestrian
Plan is to enable safe and
efficient bicycle and pedestrian travel within the DSATS
planning area. This Plan replaces the DSATS 2006
Bikeways Plan in an effort to
maintain the Plan and meet
the requirements of SAFETEA-LU. The Plan is available on the DSATS website.
The Plan has identified the
following goals & objectives:
GOAL 1: Plan and maintain the DSATS Bicycle
and Pedestrian Plan.

2.

GOAL 2: Develop a connected bicycle network
that will meet the transportation and
recreational
needs of the
area’s citizens.

2.

3.

4.

and pedestrian facilities.
Work with DSATS communities to improve
maintenance of existing
bikeways and roadway
shoulders
Encourage DSATS communities to identify and
include Plan improvements in their Capital
Improvement Plans.
Identify financial resources needed to implement the actions identified in the Plan.

Objectives
1.

Objectives
1.

Bicycle and Pedestrian
Plan, which provides
recommendations for
facilities, policies, and
programs to be implemented in the next 10+
years.
Develop a prioritized list
of improvements in the
DSATS Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan.

Maintain the DSATS

Build upon the
existing
bikeway
Dresser Road Bike Path

DSATS LRTP Goals and Objectives in 2013
Objective

Deliverables

Goal 1: Develop a safe and secure multi-modal transportation system that provides for the efficient movement of people and goods.
A. Prioritize the preservation of the existing regional transportation system and infrastructure.




FY14-18 Highway & Transit TIPs
2014 Unified Planning Work Program

B. Reduce the number and severity of crashes within the metropolitan planning area.



C. Implement transportation improvements that are consistent
with community plans, values, and goals.



There was a slight increase in crashes from
2011 to 2012, however, the number of accidents is below 2009 levels. With an improving
economy, increases are expected, but plans
need to be implemented to ensure a downward trend.
All projects initiated in Fiscal Year 20132 (see
list of projects at end of report) have conformed to the municipal and county ordinances and comprehensive plans.

D. Coordinate with local and national law enforcement agencies
to incorporate emergency response and homeland security in
the regional transportation planning process.



While DSATS has not been directly involved
with law enforcement and homeland security
activities, the member organizations and
transit providers have worked with organizations to ensure the area is prepared for emergencies occurring in the region.
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Objective

Deliverables

Goal 2: Identify and support transportation improvements to ensure a high level
of mobility and accessibility throughout the metropolitan planning area.
A. Provide sufficient roadway capacity to
maintain an acceptable level of service
throughout the area.



DSATS performed its annual
traffic counts which focused on
areas of concern.

B. Identify priority corridors where access
management techniques can be implemented to improve traffic flow and enhance travel safety.



No specific access management projects were implemented in FY2013.

C. Implement transportation improvements that facilitate the safe and efficient movement of freight within and
through the metropolitan planning area.



There was not much freight
planning in FY13, but will be
looked at more closely in the
coming fiscal years.

Objective

New Bridge on IL-64 over the Kishwaukee
River

Deliverables

Goal 3: Develop a regional transportation system that promotes the use of public transit and non-motorized
travel.
A. Support transportation improvements that en-  A number of roadway projects included the refurbishhance existing linkages and create new linking of area sidewalks to improve safety and handicap
ages between transportation modes.
access.
 DSATS has been working with a DeKalb region Bike
advocacy group to implement projects identified in the
DSATS 2011 Bike update, including the installation of
several bike signs.
B. Encourage comprehensive transportation ap Staff has been working on identifying locations where
proaches for new development throughout the
improvements can be made to sidewalks and trails to
metropolitan planning area, as promoted in
improve accessibility and DSATS communities have
transportation concepts such as “Complete
made actual improvements to certain roadways and
Streets” and “Highways for Life.”
sidewalks.
C. Enhance the level of transit service to persons
with special needs, older adults, and at-risk
groups
D. Establish a regional non-motorized network
that connects major trip attractions such as
schools, colleges, libraries, parks, and other
destinations.





The City of DeKalb continues to contract with VAC for
public transit services aimed at helping disadvantaged
and transit dependent groups.
With new bike trail improvements in place or planned,
DSATS completed its update of the Bike-Pedestrian
Plan.
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Objective

DSATS
Website:
www.dsats.org
DSATS Meeting Announcements can be
found on Comcast Cable
Channel 14 in
DeKalb

Deliverables

Goal 4: Support transportation enhancements and projects that promote existing and future economic development.
A. Evaluate the economic
 Staff has made presentations and sought
impacts and benefits of
comments and input on transportation
potential transportation
activities plan for the region.
projects and support
 The Director of the DeKalb County Ecothose that maintain or
nomic Development Corp. regularly atenhance the economic
tends DSATS meetings and was heavily
vitality of the region.
involved in the development of the Freight
Rail Study.
B. Support transit improve DSATS and VAC have been working toments and programs that
gether towards the building of a new
increase access to local
transit facility. Grants have been applied
and regional employment
for and DeKalb County has donated land
centers.
for the building of a new facility.
C. Support projects that encourage the planned
growth of airport facilities
and operations.



Objective

Deliverables

Airport projects were not focused on in
FY13. In FY14 it is planed to include the
Airport in on the development of the 2040
Long Range Transportation Plan.

Goal 5: Balance transportation improvements with potential impacts to the
surrounding physical and social environment.
C. Plan and design transportation investments that
encourage the development of sustainable and
livable neighborhoods.



The City of DeKalb started the process of
developing a sustainability plan in FY13.

C. Maintain an open transportation planning process that encourages
involvement and input
from all communities,
businesses, individuals,
and stakeholders.
C. Emphasize the preservation, or mitigation, of sensitive environmental features in the long-range
corridor planning and design process.
C. Encourage regional transportation investments that
reduce pollutants and
greenhouse gas emissions.



All DSATS meetings are open to public,
advertised on Comcast Channel 14 and
on website.
Staff does outreach at Human Services
and Economic Development organizations meetings.





One of the focuses on the development of
a Kishwaukee River path is on ensuring
the proper environmental mitigation steps.



DSATS staff continues to review all
changes to state and federal regulations
to ensure the regions compliance with all
applicable regulations.
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The Year in Transportation
In 2012, the focus of transportation was improving access
throughout the community.

New committees and partnerships have increased the accessibility of bike trails. New grant
funding and
studies have
paved the
way for
increased
ADA accessibility for
TransVAC
users.
Roadways
were improved.

Bethany Road Bridge Replacement

The Voluntary Action

Center has had to significantly
increase the number of buses
serving the Kishwaukee College
Line due to the huge increases in
ridership in the past year. Four
new buses were purchased in
2012 along with new RouteMatch software for this purpose.
The City of DeKalb replaced the
Bethany Road Bridge in 2012.
This project has been completed
using federal funds and local
matching funds.

looks forward to seeing how
these projects improve
transportation in the region
over the coming year.
Below is a listing of the major accomplishments of
2012. On the following
pages, the FY2012 DSATS
Budget is broken down and
then a listing of all the project undertaken in FY12 is
provided..

The City also completed a new
bike path along Fairview from IL
-23 to Heritage Drive. DSATS

FY2013 Transportation Projects:
 Annual Traffic Counts
 Continued development of a Transit GIS Database for
use in developing maps, tracking bus stops, etc.
 Publish FY14-18 Highway, Transit, and LRTP Transportation Improvement Programs (TIP)
 Secure FY14 D.O.A.P. State Grant Funds for Local
Transit Operations
 Develop the FY14 UPWP/MPO Budget
 Partnered with the DeKalb Transportation Alliance to
improve signage on area bike trails.
 Improved ADA access to bus stops along the VAC
Green, Blue, and Kishwaukee Lines.
 Staff training/Participation in Illinois MPO Council
 Public Outreach:
○ DSATS Website
○ DSATS Monthly Newsletter
○ Transportation News Stories email distribution
list
○ Public Meeting Outreach
○ Newspaper Advertisements
 Installation of new digital bus radios on the VAC fleet
 Installation of new RouteMatch software to better track
usage of the Blue, Green, and Kishwaukee lines and
provide improvements on on time performance.
 Various Transportation Projects (see attached report for
complete listing):

Replacement of Bridge on Base Line Road (TR
-61) over the Kishwaukee River.










Upgrade of roadway signage in rural DeKalb County to
conform to the current MUTCD & retroflectivity requirements.
Install new circuitry, signals, gates, and cantilevers at the
UP rail crossing on IL-38 in DeKalb.
Design Surveys and Preliminary Engineering on Glidden Road (FAS-95) from IL-64 to IL-72.
Resurfacing of Brown Street (FAU 5502) from First
Street to IL-72 in the City of Genoa.
Resurfacing of Perry Rd (FAS 176) & HMA shoulders
from Waterman Rd to Haumesser Rd.
Replace the bridge over the Kishwaukee River on Five
Points Road (CH-26) near Kingston.
Widening and resurfacing of Bethany Road (FAU-5355)
from North First St to Meadow Trail West in the City of
DeKalb.
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Scenes from the Summer Construction Season

Bethany Road Bike Path Construction

Baseline Road Bridge Deck Replacement

Bethany Road Widening East of N First

223 South Fourth Street
Suite A
DeKalb, IL 60115
Phone: 815-748-2070
Direct: 815-748-2367
Fax: 815-748-2359
Email: brian.dickson@cityofdekalb.com

www.dsats.org
DSATS Vision
The DeKalb-Sycamore Area Transportation Study will
cooperatively develop a comprehensive, regionally coordinated, and integrated multimodal transportation system
that meets the needs and goals of the area’s citizens.

Illinois Metropolitan Planning Organization
Advisory Council

Completed IL-64 Bridge over the Kishwaukee River in Sycamore

DSATS is an active member of
the Illinois Metropolitan Planning
Organization Advisory Council.
The Council includes all thirteen
metropolitan planning organizations (MPO) in the State of Illinois that
collectively
plan and program transportation
improvements that
directly serve

nearly 12.8 million people, indirectly impacts millions more and
have a significant role in the state
and national economies.
The Councils mission is
to provide a forum for the sharing
of information and best practices,
policy and programming recommendations regarding transportation issues, and research intended
to improve transportation planning and programming in Illinois.

DSATS is a federally recognized Metropolitan Planning Organizations funded by grants made available from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the Federal Transit Administration (FTA), and the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT).

