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Note: These minutes are not official until approved by the Economic  
Development Committee at a subsequent meeting. Please refer to the meeting 

minutes when these minutes are approved to obtain any changes to these minutes. 
 

DeKalb County Government 
Sycamore, Illinois 

 
Economic Development Committee Minutes 

November 6, 2018 
 

The DeKalb County Economic Development Committee met on Tuesday, November 6, 2018 at 
12:00 p.m., at the Legislative Center’s Liberty Room in Sycamore, Illinois. Those Members 
present were Mr. Brown, Mrs. Emmer, Mr. Faivre, and Chairman Bagby. Mrs. Haji-Sheikh and 
Mr. Osland were absent. A quorum was established with four Members present and two absent.  
 
Others present were Derek Hiland and Robin Brunschon.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
It was moved by Mr. Faivre, seconded by Mrs. Emmer, and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the meeting agenda as presented.   
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
It was moved by Mrs. Emmer, seconded by Mr. Brown, and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the minutes from the October 2, 2018 meeting. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were no public comments. 
 
 APPROVAL OF THE DEKALB COUNTY HISTORY INTERGOVERNMENTAL 
AGREEMENT 
Mr. Hiland reviewed that at the Committee’s last meeting they were presented with a draft 
intergovernmental agreement between the County and the DeKalb County History Center. There 
were some questions posed and more time was requested to review the IGA and to get an 
additional review of the documents from the State’s Attorney’s Office. Since the last meeting, 
Assistant State’s Attorney David Berault had reviewed and added some additional sections to the 
document. After the addition and review from the History Center’s Attorney, the DeKalb County 
History Center Board of Directors unanimously approved the IGA on October 30th.  
 
The Committee reviewed the updated IGA and asked a couple follow-up questions.  
 
It was moved by Mrs. Emmer, seconded by Mr. Brown and approved unanimously to 
forward the Intergovernmental Agreement between the DeKalb County History Center 
and DeKalb County Government to the full County Board recommending its approval.  
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BUSINESS INCUBATOR

Mr. Hiland shared that there are currently four tenants in the DeKalb County Business Incubator
and the space is being shown by two other potential tenants. One is another attorney that is
interested in the space and the other is a therapist-type business.

Mr. Hiland additionally shared that SCORE, The Small Business Development Center at
Wabonsee College, and EIGERJab out of Rockford are all invited to utilize the Business
Incubator and meet with clients in the area to assist with any of their entrepreneurial needs.

The Committee and Mr. Hiland discussed how there are talks continuing with NIU and in what
way they can collaborate with the Business Incubator. Mr. Hiland reported that they were
awarded an intern from the DeKalb County Nonprofit Partnership. The intern is currently out at
the Business Incubator twice a week working on marketing projects and how to continue to reach
out to areas that have not been utilized before.

COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS

Mr. Brown commented on how great he thought the DeKalb County History Center was going to
be. Mrs. Emmer echoed Mr. Brown's comments.

Mr. Faivre shared a flyer with the Committee Members for an Evening With Innovators,
"Sharing Today's and Tomorrow's Innovations in Food Systems" which is taking place on
Tuesday, November 13*from 6:30p.m. to 9:00p.m. at the Egyptian Theatre. Theevent is a
fundraiser for the DeKalb Area Agriculture Heritage Association (DAAHA).

Chairman Bagby reflected as his time as Economic DevelopmentCommittee Chairman.
Although there is no way of knowing how the election or new Board makeup was going to end
up like, he wanted everyone to know how much he has enjoyed being Chair of the Committee.

Ms. Brunschon announced that yesterday was the last day to file a property tax appeal to the
Board of Review. Discussion regarding appeals ensued with Ms. Brunschon.

Mr. Brown additionally congratulated Mr. Bagbyon his time as Committee Chairmanand
reflected on the Committee's achievements over the past eight years and what the future may
hold for them as well. Mr. Brown was retiring from the County Board after being a Member
since 2010.

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved by Mr. Faivre, seconded by Mr. Brown and it was carried unanimously to
adjourn the meeting.

Respectfully submitted.

Chairman TimBagby Tasha STimj^ecording Secretary

Note: These minutes are not official until approved by the Economic
DevelopmentCommittee at a subsequent meeting. Please refer to the meeting

minutes when these minutes are approved to obtain any changes to these minutes.
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County Desires to Address Long-Term Preservation of Its Governmental History 

 

The County has three primary areas of focus regarding the goal of preserving their contribution 

to the overall history of DeKalb County.  For items where the County does not have a legal 

mandate to maintain the record or item itself, then the County seeks a long-term, sustainable 

repository for items of historical significance in a safe, secure, and professional environment. 

 

 1. Documents and artifacts in possession of the County that mark milestone events, 

occurrences, or that detail names, dates, facts, and figures. 

 

 2. Documents and artifacts that are not the property of the County, but that tell the 

story of DeKalb County Government, such as newspapers and photos. 

 

 3. Documents and artifacts from Township Governments as they provided much of 

the foundation of county government structure until more modern times. 

 

 

An Opportunity Emerges with the Creation of the DeKalb County History Center 

 

On March 1, 2018, the DeKalb County History Center was launched as a new, independent, not-

for-profit organization with the vision of ‘inspiring curiosity in DeKalb County history”.   As 

part of this new organization, the DeKalb County Joiner History Room, a component of DeKalb 

County Government, was invited to join the History Center, which was readily accepted. This 

arrangement necessitated a need to set forth service expectations and financial arrangements. 

 

 

Memorializing a Mutual Agreement 

 

A. The DeKalb County History Center will: 

 

 1. The History Center will provide adequate space for the Joiner History Room for 

both exhibits and archives.  However, because the facility has finite space 

available to handle the archives from various sources, it is recognized that space 

will be allocated as the History Center feels is appropriate. 

 

 2. History Center staff, in conjunction with the County Historian, will perform a 

variety of professional tasks involving the acquisition, accession, organization, 

and preservation of DeKalb County archival and library materials; ensure their 

accessibility to the public; and perform research in support of the History Center’s 

operations. 
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 3. To ensure the legacy of the Joiner History Room, original materials collected and 

cared for by the Joiner History Room will be preserved as the Joiner History 

Collection within the History Center archives.  Future donations will be part of 

the DeKalb County History Center collection. 

 

 4. The DeKalb County History Center assures DeKalb County that during the term 

of this agreement the facility at 1730 N Main St., Sycamore, IL will be used for 

the purposes outlined above, will be open to the public as much as reasonably 

possible, and that said facility will be kept in good condition, comply with 

building codes, and be temperature and humidity controlled., The County and will 

be appropriately insured for the contents housed of the Joiner History Room as 

the County deems appropriate. 

 

 

B. DeKalb County Government will: 

 

 1. DeKalb County will provide technology services to the History Center, including 

network connectivity, internet access, telephone lines, local and long distance 

service, email, file storage, routine backups, security, and technical support.  To 

allow provision of those services the History Center will reimburse the County the 

cost to allow for a fiber connection. The History Center agrees to comply with the 

County’s technology policies. 

 

 2. Starting January 1, 2020, the County will make at least a $6,000 per year 

contribution to the History Center to help offset operational costs of the Joiner 

History Room which are otherwise absorbed by the History Center. 

 

 3. Starting January 1, 2026, or when the current “County Historian” retires, 

whichever comes first, the County will transfer the then current amount of the 

annual stipend paid to the County Historian ($7,800 for 2019) to the History 

Center on an annual basis. This money can be used as deemed appropriate by the 

History Center, including paying a stipend to the County Historian or other staff.  

This is done in recognition that the Joiner History Room would continue to have a 

person assigned to an oversight role of the Joiner History Room.  This is 

independent of Item#2 above. 
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Term of Agreement 

 

The initial term of this agreement, beginning January 1, 2019 will be for two years, and then it 

shall automatically renew on January 1st of each subsequent year, unless terminated as directed 

below.twenty years, ending December 31, 2038.   

 

Termination 

 

This agreement will renew automatically for five year terms.   Either party may terminate this 

agreement as of January 1st of any year with a (36) six monthsix three-month prior written notice 

required. Upon termination the DeKalb County History Center agrees that it shall allow DeKalb 

County to take the steps necessary to protect and re-home any materials and artifacts subject to 

this agreement, and that absent agreement between the parties hereto, no such items shall be sold 

or otherwise transferred or withheld. 

 

Regulatory Standards 

 

Both parties agree to comply with all applicable federal, state and local laws and regulatory 

requirements and to secure such licenses as may be required for its employees and to operate in 

the state, municipality, county and location. Such obligation includes, but is not limited to, 

environmental laws, civil rights laws, and labor laws. 

 

Entire Agreement  

 

This Agreement represents the entire Agreement between the parties and there are no other 

promises or conditions in any other Agreement whether oral or written.  This Agreement 

supersedes any prior written or oral agreements between the parties and may not be modified 

except in writing acknowledged by both parties.  

 

Counterparts  

 

This Agreement may be executed in counterparts (including facsimile signatures), each of which 

shall be deemed to be an original and both of which shall constitute one and the same 

Agreement. 

 

Choice of Law and Venue   

 

This Agreement shall be construed in accordance with the law and Constitution of the State of 

Illinois and if any provision is invalid for any reason such invalidations shall not render invalid 

other provisions which can be given effect without the invalid provision. The parties agree that 

the venue for any legal proceedings between them shall be the Circuit Court of DeKalb County, 

Illinois, Twenty-Third Judicial Circuit, State of Illinois. 

 

 



DeKalb County History Center 

DeKalb County Government 

Memorandum of Understanding 

January 1, 2019; Page 4 of 5 

 

Remedies 

 

In any action with respect to this Agreement, the parties are free to pursue any legal remedies at 

law or in equity.  The prevailing party by 75% or more of damages sought, in any action brought 

pursuant to this Agreement, shall be entitled to reasonable attorneys’ fees and court costs arising 

out of any action or claim to enforce the provisions of this Agreement. In awarding attorney fees, 

the Court shall not be bound by any Court fee schedule, but shall may, in the interest of justice, 

award the full amount of costs, expenses, and attorney fees paid or incurred in good faith. 

 

Insurance  

The DeKalb County History Center will maintain comprehensive general liability insurance 

covering bodily injury, death to persons and property damage with minimum per occurrence 

limits of $1,000,000 and Worker’s Compensation and Occupational Disease Disability insurance 

in compliance with the laws of the State of Illinois. DeKalb County shall be named as an 

Additional Insured on a Primary and Non-Contributory basis with respect to all liability 

coverage. Further, all liability and workers’ compensation policies must include a waiver of 

subrogation in favor of DeKalb County.   

 

Indemnification  

 

To the extent allowable by law, the parties shall mutually indemnify, hold harmless and defend 

with counsel of their own choosing, the other party (including such party's officials, officers, 

employees, including their past, present, and future board members, elected officials and agents) 

from and against all liability, third party claims, suits, causes of action, demands, proceedings, 

set-offs, liens, attachments, debts, expenses, judgments, or other liabilities including costs, 

reasonable fees and expense of defense, arising from any loss, damage, injury, death, or loss or 

damage to property, of whatsoever kind or nature as well as for any breach of any covenant in 

the Agreement (collectively, the “Claims”), to the extent such Claims are due to any act or 

omission, neglect, willful acts, errors, or misconduct of the indemnifying party in its 

performance under this Agreement.   

 

Non-Appropriation 

 

In the event DeKalb County is in default under the Agreement because funds are not 

appropriated for a fiscal period subsequent to the one in which the Agreement was entered into, 

which are sufficient to satisfy all or part of the County’s obligations under this Agreement during 

said fiscal period, the County agrees to provide prompt written notice of said occurrence to the 

DeKalb County History Center.  In the event of a default due to non-appropriation of funds, 

either party has the right to terminate the Agreement upon providing thirty (30) days written 

notice to the other party.  No additional payments, penalties and/or early termination charges 

shall be required upon termination of the Agreement. If such does occur, the DeKalb County 

History Center agrees that it shall allow DeKalb County to take the steps necessary to protect and 

re-home any materials and artifacts subject to this agreement, and that absent agreement between  

the parties hereto, no such items shall be sold or otherwise transferred or withheld. 
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Third-Party Beneficiaries 

 

Nothing contained in this Agreement, nor any act of the parties pursuant to this Agreement, shall 

be deemed or construed by any of the parties hereto or by third persons, to create any 

relationship of third-party beneficiary, principal, agent, limited or general partnership, joint 

venture, or any association or relationship involving DeKalb County and the DeKalb County 

History Center. 

 

Freedom of Information Act 

 

Some information held may be considered public records subject to the Illinois Freedom of 

Information Act (5 ILCS 140/1, et seq.). As such, the DeKalb County History Center agrees to 

respond to any requests by the County to provide FOIA responsive documentation within two (2) 

eight (8) County-business days of receiving a request form DeKalb County to do so. 

 

Authorization 

 

The authority to sign this agreement was approved by the DeKalb County History Center Board 

on October 30, 2018 and by the DeKalb County Board on November 21, 2018, as attested below 

by individuals so authorized to sign on behalf of the two parties. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEKALB COUNTY HISTORY CENTER  DEKALB COUNTY GOVERNMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________  _______________________________ 

Tom Matya, President     Mark Pietrowski, Jr., Chairman 

 

 

__________________________________  _______________________________ 

Signature Date      Signature Date 




