Natural Resources Management Activities
DeKalb County Forest Preserve District
December 2018/January 2019
November and December see us transitioning away from our seed collecting and processing into fall
burn season. This year the weather did not cooperate with us. Our window for fall prescribed fire was
extremely narrow. One day to be exact. We need warm days with low humidity and nice breezes and we
went from late summer into a kind of wet, cool fall. The lack of good burn days let us move on to our
fall/winter brush season earlier than usual which was ok because we had some fairly ambitious plans for
brush season this year.
Our plan for brush season was to spend a week in each of the preserves that have significant wooded
areas. We started off at Knute Olsen where we cleared brush and made piles to burn with the stewards
at a later date. We spent 3 days there including one day with the stewards burning a brush pile. I think
that hauling brush and burning piles is one of the steward groups’ favorite activities. Typically they work
up a sweat and probably burn a couple of hundred calories. Plus they chat with the others in the group
and I usually tell a bad joke or three which they either really do find amusing or at least politely laugh at.
We will be retuning there later in the winter to finish up burning the remaining piles.
After Knute we moved on to County Farm Woods (CFW). At only 9 acres CFW is our smallest preserve
but because of its proximity to the DeKalb Nature Trail is probably one of our most frequently visited.
The loop trail thru the preserve is very nice but the edges were full of invasive shrubs. We spent nearly a
week there as well. Since it is inside the DeKalb city limits we decided not to burn the brush, so the
stewards dragged it to the trail and we had a contractor come in a chip up the branches. Many of the
trail walkers that we saw while working there were complimentary of how the preserve looked after the
work.
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Our next stop was Sannauk Forest Preserve. We spent a week there working along Somonauk Creek
removing invasive brush and opening up the trail and road edges to improve user safety. We also hope
to see a response from the native plant species after the clearing. The stewards joined us twice here,
hauling and burning brush. The picture shows the clearing we did around the Bald Cypress. ( Terry
Hannan planted these Cypress seedlings 40 years ago. )

In early January we mixed and spread seed into the newly acquired Nelson Property prairie. This site
was seeded with short grass prairie.
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The stewards came to the shop at Afton on a Wednesday that was too cold and windy to be outside.
They made 30 bird boxes. Very good job.
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In January we rented a Fecon mower. This machine has a spinning wheel with sharp teeth mounted on
it. These rapidly spinning teeth chop up small brush and trees. This allows us to clear areas of invasive
shrubs and brush in quite a bit faster manner. Our best estimate is that in two or three days we can do
what would take a week using chainsaws and hand equipment. So far we have worked at Afton and
Shabbona with this machine but plan to work at Merritt, Prairie Oaks, Hoppe, Nehring, and
Pottowotome, in the coming weeks.
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