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DeKalb County Government 
Sycamore, Illinois 

 
Economic Development Committee Minutes 

March 5, 2019 
 

The DeKalb County Economic Development Committee met on Tuesday, March 5, 2019 at 7:00 
p.m., at the Administration Building’s Conference Room East in Sycamore, Illinois. Those 
Members presented were Ms. Rukisha Crawford, Mrs. Laurie Emmer, Mrs. Misty Haji-Sheikh, 
Mr. Tim Hughes, and Chairman Tim Bagby. Ms. Sandra Polanco was absent. A quorum was 
established with five Members present and one absent.  
 
Others present were Douglas Johnson, Dianne Leifheit, Dan Cribben, and Karen Cribben.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
It was moved by Mrs. Emmer, seconded by Ms. Crawford, and it was carried unanimously 
to approve the meeting agenda as presented.   
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
It was moved by Mr. Hughes, seconded by Mrs. Haji-Sheikh, and it was carried 
unanimously to approve the minutes from the January 8, 2019 meeting. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were no public comments.  
 
COUNTY LIQUOR LICENSE REVISIONS  
DeKalb County Clerk & Recorder Douglas J. Johnson joined the Committee to request they 
review and in the future possibly amend Chapter 6 of the DeKalb County Code pertaining to 
Liquor Licenses. Since the Chapter’s last revision there have been many new establishments 
within the County (i.e. Wineries, Cideries, Distilleries, and Breweries). Many of the 
organizations, including Kishwaukee College, have come to the County Clerk’s Office and 
discussed that they want to hold events within the County but Mr. Johnson feels that the Code 
and the application are a little out of date and don’t accommodate with what these new 
establishments are looking for. One suggestion that he shared with the Committee was to 
increase the annual events from being limited to no more than two separate three-day periods 
during the annual term of the license for a Class E License to no more than five events during the 
annual term. Mr. Johnson added that even with this minimal change he thinks a complete review 
of the code section is needed. He suggested looking at surrounding Counties such as LaSalle 
County due to them having similar types of tourist event drinking establishments. 
 
It was clarified that the current code is modeled after the Illinois State Statutes. He also 
explained that the County Clerk’s Office handles the Liquor License Applications but the final 
approval is done by the County’s Liquor Commissioner which is the County Board Chairman.  
 
After a brief discussion with Mr. Johnson, Chairman Babgy noted that the Committee would 
look further into this matter at a future date.  
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BUSINESS INCUBATOR UPDATE 
Chairman Bagby provided an update on the tenants at the County’s Business Incubator. He 
shared that Kitchen Revolution LLC has moved out of the incubator in order to occupy a large 
space. There continues to be four tenants in the Incubator: Executive Authors, Comprehensive 
Rehabilitation Services, Inc., New Traditions Publishing, and Salguero Law Office. He also 
noted that Economic Development Coordinator Ms. Willis has been working quite a bit in 
getting in touch with area Realtors to help market the spaces available at the DeKalb County 
Business Incubator. She also continues to market and work with NIU for possible future tenancy. 
Lastly, Chairman Bagby reminded the Committee that at some point they will be evaluating the 
space utilization of the Business Incubator and assess whether they are getting out of the 
Incubator what they think they want.  
 
LOCAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
Mrs. Haji-Sheikh updated the Committee on local City of DeKalb Economic Development 
Projects that are currently in the works or are happening now. Some of those projects included: 
preliminary development incentive agreements (air conditioning and bathroom upgrades) for the 
Egyptian Theatre at 135 N. Second St. with a $1.5 million TIF Surplus incentive, continued 
development of the Hometown Sports Bar and Grill project at 241-249 E. Lincoln Highway set 
to receive $150,000, and a possible boutique-style hotel in the old St. Mary’s Hospital in 
DeKalb. Mrs. Haji-Sheikh also shared that O’Leary’s Pub recently closed, Aldi’s and Planet 
Fitness are moving across the street from Aldi’s current location, Community Gardens is still 
active with the N. Annie Glidden Corridor revamping, and Mason Properties is requesting the 
amendment of liquor license requirements to allow for the property at 1500 Sycamore Road, 
formerly a Finest Furniture store, to serve alcohol and have slot machines. The business, dubbed 
Mason Indoor Golf DeKalb USA, would also have sports simulators and food, and allow patrons 
over and under 21 years of age. The ordinance currently only allows for such mixed-age use for 
bowling alleys. 
 
The group also identified that there was a newly built Family Dollar in the City of Genoa and 
almost two years after it initially was proposed, a plan for the Sycamore Meijer store on the 
northwest corner of Peace Road and Route 23 finally is starting to take shape. 
 
CITY OF DEKALB TIF UPDATE & PROCESS 
The City Council of the City of DeKalb approved TIF #3. There was a lot of talk of 
implementing safe guards during the discussions. One item that is being done is the City has 
proposed a new section of their Municipal Code to allow the Joint Review Board, plus additional 
Taxing Bodies such as the Forest Preserve District, Kishwaukee Water Reclamation District, and 
Libraries, to review the TIF documents quarterly and that these meetings would be open to the 
public. Many of the changes are to allow for more transparency into the entire TIF process. It 
was also shared that TIF #2 was closed-out and on February 20, 2019 the County received a 
check for $508,861.73 and the Forest Preserve District received a check for $35,574.98. In 2020, 
the County is expected to receive the remaining amount of the their share in the amount of 
$160,00.00 and the Forest Preserve District in the amount of $11,000.00. The next quarterly 
meeting is scheduled for Friday, April 26, 2019 at 1:00 p.m. at DeKalb City Hall.  
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BOARD OF REVIEW APPOINTMENT / REAPPOINTMENT PROCESS 
Chairman Bagby noted that there are two Board of Review appointment terms that are expiring 
on May 31, 2019. One term is for a Democrat and one for a Republican as well as three 
alternates that need no party affiliation. There will be a State-wide Exam for the Board of 
Review on Wednesday, March 27, 2019 at the Lake County Building in Waukegan, Illinois.  
 
Additionally it was just confirmed that the Department of Revenue, Springfield, Illinois has fixed 
Friday, May 10, 2019, as the date for an examination for the position of Board of Review 
member, pursuant to 35 ILCS 200/6-10 of the Property Tax Code. The examination will be held 
at the Community Outreach Building’s Five Seasons Conference Room located at 2500 N. Annie 
Glidden Rd., DeKalb, Illinois, at 11:00 a.m. The examination and facilities will be accessible to 
person with disabilities in compliance with State and Federal. Laws. Persons in need of special 
accommodations should notify Robin Brunschon, at 815/895-712, by 10:00 a.m. Thursday, May 
9, 2019 to make the necessary arrangements. Application forms and information may be 
obtained by contacting Ms. Brunschon, at Supervisor of Assessments Office, 110 E. Sycamore 
St., Sycamore, IL 60178 during the hours of 8;30 a.m. thru 4:30 p.m., Monday thru Friday. 
Individuals interested in taking the examination should contact Robin Brunschon, at 815-895-
7120 by 10:00 a.m. of the day before the examination to register.   
 
RECAP OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOOT CAMP 
Chairman Bagby shared that on February 26th, the DeKalb County Government, DeKalb County 
Economic Development Corporation/DCEDC, and ComEd teamed up to host DeKalb County’s 
first Economic Development Boot Camp. The event was geared towards municipal elected 
officials and economic development staff, to receive the tools necessary to effectively encourage 
economic development in your respective community. Panel discussions featured expert insight 
from professionals at INTERSECT, Illinois, Site Selectors, Developers, and the Utilities            
industries.  
 
The Chairman and Mrs. Emmer, who both attended the event, noted that it was very informative, 
educations, and they enjoyed getting a perspective from a consultant on what DeKalb County has 
to offer.  
 
CHIEF COUNTY ASSESSMENT OFFICER APPOINTMENT PROCESS 
According to 35 ILCS 200/3-25 Reappointment or reelection. Reappointment or reelection of an 
incumbent supervisor of assessments may be made without examination. If the presiding officer 
of the county board does not intend to reappoint an incumbent, he or she shall notify the 
incumbent not more than 120 nor less than 90 days before the expiration of his or her term. Upon 
request of the incumbent, the county board shall grant a public hearing as to why the incumbent 
will not be reappointed.   
 
The current Chief County Assessment Officer, Robin Brunschon, has a term expiration date of 
July 20, 2019. Chairman Bagby shared with the Committee that he intends on conducting a 
review, similar to the one that was done last year, at their next Committee Meeting in Executive 
Session. They will solicit input from Township Assessors and County Board Members within 
that time. The goal is to come out of the Executive Session and make a recommendation to the 
Chair of the County Board to reappoint Ms. Brunschon or not, although, the final decision lies 
with him.  
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COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS 
Mrs. Haji-Sheikh shared that at the annual State of the State Tourism Address recapped the 
success of Illinois Tourism’s marketing initiatives and programs and stated the following facts: 
Illinois welcomed about 114 million visitors in 2017, an all-time high. Visitor spending totaled 
$39.7 billion, up 3.5 percent from 2016, and generated more than $3 billion in state and local tax 
revenue. International visitor spending reached nearly $3.4 billion, an increase of 5.2 percent in 
2017. Illinois’ tourism industry supported 337,100 jobs in 2017, an increase of 20,200 jobs since 
2015. While the numbers for 2018 won’t be available for months, the results seem promising. 
 
Mrs. Haji-Sheikh additionally shared that Northern Illinois University's rich history of women's 
intercollegiate athletics was on display the weekend of February 15-16 as part of Huskie 
Athletics' NIU Legacy Celebration.  More than 60 Huskie student-athlete alumnae returned to 
campus for the two-day event, which recognized the contributions and accomplishments of 
women student-athletes from the pre-Title IX era (prior to 1981). 
 
Chairman Bagby shared he attended on Wednesday, February 6th, DCEDC’s first Business 
Roundtable & Networking Event of the year. The focus of the educational event was about the 
DeKalb-Taylor Municipal Airport and their recently completed strategic plan “Charting a 
Course”. 
 
On February 12th, the Fox Valley SCORE Chapter and the DeKalb County Business Incubator 
featured an open forum with Darryl Beach, owner of 1803 Candles. Beach discussed his family’s 
experiences growing their business from the garage to a 14,000-square-foot warehouse and 
manufacturing operation.  
 
Lastly, Chairman Bagby shared that Whiskey Acres was recently featured in DC Magazine and 
tomorrow, March 6, 2019 from 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. at the Community Outreach Building 
there will be the Kishwaukee College Spring into Success Career Fair.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
It was moved by Mrs. Emmer, seconded by Mrs. Haji-Sheikh and it was carried 
unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:17 p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
_________________________   ___________________________   
Chairman Tim Bagby     Tasha Sims, Recording Secretary   


