
                                                                   
July / August 2019. Maintenance  and safety checks of buildings and grounds, seasonal mowing, firewood cutting 

splitting and  stacking, storm clean-up, shelter house and toilet cleaning, litter pick-up and disposal, road grading, 

snowplowing, trail maintenance, equipment maintenance, scheduling shelter rentals and collecting shelter and 

camping fees, drinking water sampling . Shelter houses and Lodge are used every weekend by scouts, families and 

other groups. Natural Resource Center Educational Staff teaching school groups / Summer Camps at Russell Woods 

and making classroom visits. PDRMA Risk Management and Loss Control review and forest preserve safety in progress 

for 2019 compliance. 

 

                   

                                              

Afton wetland water lillies ,  new limestone fishing pier and “ other wetland fish catchers “ 



                                                                   

                                       

    

 

Sycamore Forest Preserve Floodplain Prairie  

 



                                                                   

 

….. and visitors at Sycamore Forest Preserve demonstrate the “art of relaxing “ 

                

Also at Sycamore Forest Preserve , Sycamore Lions donate and install 

memorial bench at Sycamore Lions Shelter 



                                                                   

Forest Preserve Prairies are habitat for Pollinators.    An Amiral butterlfy dines on Liatris and Purple 

Conflower bloom ….    

     

                                                   

       

 

              

Monarch’s on Liatris and Green Tree frog in prairie 



                                                                   

 

 

 

                           Sannauk Preserve Manager Scott sent this photo of doe and triplet fawns 

                          

 

                    



                                                                   

 

 

Lucas McKay,  Life Scout from Troop 2810 of 

Sycamore completed his Eagle Scout Project at 

Merritt Prairie clearing brush as part of a prairie 

restoration and building and installing bluebird 

nesting boxes.             Thank you ! 



                                                                   

            

 



                                                                   

 

 

 

                                                       



                                                                   

 

And from early Spring at KnuteOlson FP … the snow melted just in time for a successful Garlic Mustard pull last 

Sunday. Seven scouts from Cub Scout Pack 117 and their parents spent two hours pulling and filled four large garbage 

bags. We concentrated on the area west of the pavilion and some near the parking lot. This is easy and important 

service work for the kids to do. I would like to organize regular outings. Thank you for your input. 

Bryan Haag 

        

                                          

Their work improves native woodland 

understory flowers….. 



                                                                   

                       

 

--  

Steve Skorup  SAWINC- owner from Sandwich https://illinoisurbanwood.org/retired-teacher-focuses-on-growing-

urban-wood-business/  and Bill Eckles from A and W woodworking sawmill in Earlville 
https://www.awwoodworkingshop.com/  are building and donating 4 recycled ash tree benches for the 
Somonauk Trail. The Ash trees are from the Sannauk Forest Preserve Emerald Ash Tree infestation.  

Urban wood utilization has occurred for many years, but ramped up to a much larger scale with the infestation of the emerald 

ash borer. The emerald ash borer is an Asian beetle whose larvae feed on the inner bark of ash trees, cutting off the trees’ ability 

to send water and nutrients from roots to canopy. It was first discovered near Detroit, Michigan in the summer of 2002. Since 

then, the emerald ash borer has spread to kill hundreds of millions of trees in North America, costing municipalities, property 

owners, and forest products industries the same, if not more, in dollars. 

Michigan was hit hard by the EAB infestation, leading to a mass removal of ash trees in an attempt to stop the spread. Normal 

procedure would be to remove the tree and send it to the wood chipper or chop it into firewood. But while emerald ash borers 

attack the inner bark, the interior of the tree, from which lumber is processed, remains untouched. Inside is a perfectly 

wonderful tree that a growing group of people felt shouldn’t go to waste. 

    My wife and I live just south of Sannauk and we were hiking the preserve yesterday when I saw a cherry tree which 

had been blown down by a parking area and I had an idea about working with you and the DeKalb FPD on a sustainable 

project that could involve better usage of preserve trees which are removed for safety or other reasons. As you can see 

from the following link I just retired from teaching and I am part of the Illinois Urban Woods Network. I work with local 

sawyers and tree removal companies to process logs.  The network is made up of land managers, arborists, sawyers, 

woodworkers and other stakeholders. Steve Skorup  

https://illinoisurbanwood.org/retired-teacher-focuses-on-growing-urban-wood-business/
https://illinoisurbanwood.org/retired-teacher-focuses-on-growing-urban-wood-business/
https://www.awwoodworkingshop.com/


                                                                   

                   

                                                                                                                                                 

 

FP staff installed information kiosk at 

the Somonauk Trail … the Village of 

Somonauk and Somonauk Library will 

also post events on this 3 sided kiosk. 



                                                                   

Russell Woods Summer Camps….. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                   
 

 

This says it all…. 

 



                                                                   

 

 



                                                                   

                                      

                                    



                                                                   

                                      

 

 
 

https://www.tinkergarten.com/ ….. also this group has Summer and Fall classes at Nehring Forest Preserve … 
 

 

https://www.tinkergarten.com/


                                                                   

Forest Preserve staff completed bridge repairs and improvements at Afton…. 

 

                

 

 



                                                                   

Isaac Ward and Troop 40 from Sycamore installed American flag at Sycamore Forest Preserve,  planted 20 

oak trees and installed bench at Merritt Prairie 

                  

          

 



                                                                   

 DeKalb County Master Gardeners will be volunteering to plant native wetland and prairie plants at the  

Sycamore Campus water detention area 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                   

Al Roloff and Forest Preserve staff lead a prairie plant identification day with the 

NRCS/SWCd  staff at the   South Branch Prairie. 

            

Also showed Forest Preserve stream bank stabilization and fish habitat improvements on the Kishwauklee River 

 

                           



                                                                   
Forest Preserve staff cleared area for canoe and kayak access on Kishwaukee River at Knute Olson Forest Preserve 

                                            

                                      

 



                                                                   

 

Cistic Fibrosis Foundation used  Merritt Prairie as Rest Stop on annual bike ride fundraiser…. 

                                                    

 

                                                                



                                                                   

The 1930 Pierce Town Hall (that was preserved and relocated many years ago to Merritt Prairie ) is having 

old siding restored, painted and new sign above door.  

                    

 

 



                                                                   

                            

Peggy Doty gave information on Environmental Education programs at the Natural Resource Center / 

Russell Woods ( note Peg’s  “ unique live ”  necklace )  

                                                  

Forest Preserve Chairman Paul Stoddard toured forest preserves this Spring and Summer . 



                                                                   
Many people choose a forest preserve site for their wedding….                                                                                                                   

Here is recent outdoor wedding at MacQueen Forest Preserve 

       

 



                                                                   

MacQueen Preserve Manager Justine’s granddaughter cools off 

                                                 

…. and  tent camping at MacQueen Forest Preserve  

     



                                                                   

 

N.I.U. Outdoor Adventures sponsoring Full Moon Hike at Sycamore Forest 

Preserve  on Friday September 7th  

 


