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DeKalb County Government 
Sycamore, Illinois 

 
Executive Committee Minutes 

August 14, 2019 
 

The Executive Committee of the DeKalb County Board met Wednesday, August 14, 2019, in the 
Administration Building’s Conference Room East in Sycamore, Illinois. Chairman Mark 
Pietrowski, Jr. called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Those Members present were Mr. Tim 
Bagby, Mr. Steve Faivre, Vice Chairman John Frieders, Ms. Dianne Leifheit, Mr. Roy Plote, Mr. 
Chris Porterfield, Mr. Paul Stoddard, and Chairman Mark Pietrowski, Jr. A quorum was 
established with eight Members present. Ms. Sandra Polanco joined the table as the Vice Chair 
of the Finance Committee.  
 
Others present included, Gary Hanson, Jim Hutcheson, David Berault, Craig Roman, Christine 
Johnson, Greg Millburg, Laurie Emmer, Jeff Whelan, Jim Luebke, Sue Willis, Nathan Schwartz, 
and Karen Cribben.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Mr. Stoddard moved to approve the agenda as presented. Mr. Porterfield seconded the 
motion and it was carried unanimously by voice vote.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
It was moved by Mr. Plote, seconded by Mr. Bagby and it was moved unanimously to 
approve the minutes from the June 12, 2019 Executive Committee Meeting.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were no public comments.  
 
CHAIR’S COMMENTS 
Chairman Pietrowski shared that earlier in the week the Ad Hoc Rules Committee met and 
forwarded some new Board rule changes onto the full County Board. The first being the creation 
of a Committee of the Whole. The idea for this came about following a recommendation of the 
State’s Attorney’s Office in order to comply with Open Meetings Act. The Chairman shared that 
they have always welcomed and encouraged Board Members to come to the Executive 
Committee but that opens up a violation when the majority of a quorum of the full County Board 
is present, especially if any of the audience (Board Members) engage in discussions with the 
Executive Committee during the meeting. In order to comply with OMA, the Committee is 
asking for the creation of a Committee of a Whole that will take place prior to the Executive 
Committee Meeting. The Chairman also noted that this meeting would be for all County Board 
Members and would advise them to attend, if possible. The CoW would be more of a workshop 
setting in which the entire Board could discuss matters together. No action would be taken at 
these meetings.  
 
Chairman Pietrowski also wanted Committee to be ready to begin discussing issues pertaining to 
the legalization of marijuana, which will take place on January 1, 2020.  
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT CERTIFICATION OF AIRPORT-RELATED PURPOSES 
FOR JET FUEL TAXES 
Mr. Hanson shared that the County recently received a letter (attached) from the Illinois 
Department of Transportation notifying that the Department of Revenue has identified DeKalb 
County Government as imposing a Retailers' Occupation Tax or Service Occupation Tax on 
aviation fuel sold in Illinois. 49 USC 47133 outlines the requirements for revenues collected on 
airports, specifically referencing proceeds collected from taxes on aviation fuel (79 Federal 
Register 66282). This requirement states that revenue collected from taxes on aviation fuel must 
be used for an "airport-related purpose." In order to impose a Retailers' Occupation Tax or 
Service Occupation Tax on aviation fuel after December 1, 2019 units of local government must 
certify whether the unit of local government has an airport-related purpose on which it will spend 
aviation fuel tax revenue. 
 

Mr. Hanson shared with the Committee that what was sent is not exactly clear and he is receiving 
different interpretations. The County receives ¼ of 1 cent on sales tax from the taxes on aviation 
fuel. Mr. Hanson also noted that he wanted to share this information with the Board because like 
they thought, the County will lose the airline fuel money, particularly the United money. This 
money has been continued to be collected through 2019 but was not budgeted for. It has been set 
aside for the fear of a claw-back.  
 

APPOINTMENTS 
The following appointments were recommended for approval: 

a.  DeKalb County Board Member – District 11: Karen Cribben appointed  
 immediately to fill the unexpired term of Dan Cribben until November 30, 
 2020.  
b. County Board Committee Assignments: Tim Bagby appointed immediately to 
 move from the Health & Human Services Committee to the Finance Committee 
 until November 30, 2020; Tim Bagby appointed immediately as Finance 
 Committee Chairperson until November 30, 2020; Laurie Emmer appointed 
 immediately as Economic Development Committee Chairperson until November 
 30, 2020; Rukisha Crawford appointed immediately as Economic Development 
 Committee Vice-Chairperson until November 30, 2020; Karen Cribben appointed 
 immediately to the Health & Human Services Committee & the Law & Justice 
 Committee until November 30, 2020.  
c. DeKalb Community Fire Protection District: David Lambert appointed 
 immediately to fill the unexpired term of Gerald Latimer until April 30, 2022.  
d. Fairdale Light District: Jami Wright appointed immediately to fill the unexpired 
 term of Elizabeth Johnston until April 30, 2020.  
e. Emergency Telephone System Board (ETSB): Chief John Petragallo appointed 
 immediately to fill the unexpired term of Gene Lowery until December 31, 2019.  
f. Housing Authority of the County of DeKalb: Deanna Cada reappointed for a 
 five-year term beginning November 1, 2019 and expiring October 31, 2024. 
g. Somonauk Cemetery Association: Edward P. “Pat” Schuh appointed 
 immediately to fill the unexpired term of Jane Thompson until August 31, 2021,  
 and Alonzo A. “Al” Burgin III appointed immediately to fill the unexpired term 
 of Wendell Chestnut until August 31, 2021.  
h. Clinton-Shabbona Drainage District: Leonard Anderson reappointed for a 
 three-year term beginning September 1, 2019 until August 31, 2022.  
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i. Coon Creek Drainage District: Carl Dumoulin reappointed for a three-year term 
 beginning September 1, 2019 until August 31, 2022.  
j. Normal Drainage District: Steve Storey reappointed for a  three-year term 
 beginning September 1, 2019 until August 31, 2022.  
k. Shabbona Milan Union Drainage District: Steven Simpson reappointed for a 
 three-year term beginning September 1, 2019 until August 31, 2022.  
l. Somonauk-Victor Drainage District: Barry Smith reappointed for a three-year 
 term beginning September 1, 2019 until August 31, 2022.  
m. Squaw Grove Drainage District: Ed Cowan reappointed for a three-year term 
 beginning September 1, 2019 until August 31, 2022.  
n. Union Drainage District #4: Michael Rosenwinkle reappointed for a three-year 
 term beginning September 1, 2019 until August 31, 2022.  
o. Victor-Adams Drainage District: Leeson Gord reappointed for a three-year term 
 beginning September 1, 2019 until August 31, 2022.  
p. Victor-Clinton Drainage District: Kent Huff reappointed for a three-year term 
 beginning September 1, 2019 until August 31, 2022.  
 

Mr. Porterfield moved to forward the recommended appointments to the full County 
Board for approval. Mr. Faivre seconded the motion and it was carried unanimously by 
voice vote.  
 

APPROVAL OF THE COUNTY BOARD AGENDA 
Chairman Pietrowski next asked to go around the table and hear an update from all of the 
Committee Chairpersons on what their Committees had done at their last meeting together and/or 
what they are anticipating in the months to come.  
 

Ms. Polanco, Vice-Chair of the Finance Committee, shared the Committee forwarded eleven 
property tax sale resolutions to the full County Board recommending their approval. In additional 
the Committee further discussed the digitization of documents to help alleviate future physical 
storage needs. They also received and reviewed the Fund Balance Reporting & Flow of Funds 
Annual Report for FY 2018 and the General Fund Summary & Fund Balance Analysis. It was 
noted that there was a surplus at the end of FY 2018 which added to the General Fund Fund 
Balance. The FY 2020 Budget is currently in the works and the Administrative Recommendation 
will be given at the next Committee Meeting.  
 

Mr. Porterfield, Chairman of Health & Human Services Committee, shared that the Committee 
forwarded the 5311 and Downstate Operating Assistance Program Grant Agreements for FY 
2020 to the full County Board recommending their approval. The Committee also received the 
2018 Community Mental Health Board Annual Report from Deanna Cada. Ms. Cada also helped 
the Committee identify priority needs within the community that the University of Illinois 
Extension Office could assist them with. Their main topic of focus was 2020 Census Outreach. 
The Committee will not be meeting in September but will pick back up with priority needs with 
the Extension Office Executive Director in October.   
 

Ms. Leifheit, Chair of the Law & Justice Committee, shared that the Committee has no 
actionable items but they received the always interesting ESDA and Coroner’s annual reports. 
Ms. Leifheit shared that there were 614 deaths in 2018. Most were due to natural causes but 
many others were drug-related fatalities.  
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Mr. Stoddard, Chairman of the Forest Preserve Operations Committee, shared the Committee 
met at the Afton Forest Preserve. They were joined by former County Board Members Julia 
Fauci, Michael Haines, and Bob Brown who all provided historical reviews of the Forest 
Preserve District’s Levy. Mr. Haines and Ms. Fauci were on the Board when the question was 
placed on the ballot and Mr. Brown was Committee Chair ten years after the Levy was in place 
and was reviewed. Mr. Stoddard shared that the Committee discussed concerns that were brought 
forth regarding recent purchases and the Forest Preserve District Levy and everyone left on the 
same page and satisfied with the levy in place. The Committee also received a guided tour of 
Afton Forest Preserve.  
 

Vice Chairman Frieders expressed that he didn’t think the question of continuing the Forest 
Preserve District Levy was going to be answered by the Forest Preserve Operations Committee 
he thought that question was going to put it out to the DeKalb County voters to decide. The 
Executive Committee discussed this issue further. It was also clarified that by statute, a sunset 
clause was not allowed to be attached to the Levy question in the beginning. Vice Chair Frieders 
reiterated that the Board has been discussing for a while now the idea of putting an advisory 
referendum on the ballot to ask the public whether or not they would want the District’s Levy to 
continue and now it seemed like to him the decision to keep it by the Committee was already 
made. Forest Preserve Chair Stoddard explained the Committee went through the process of 
discussing the issue and didn’t feel it needed to continue on, he suggested that if Vice Chair 
Frieders wished to bring the issue up to the full Board of Commissioners, then that was his 
purgative.  
 

Mr. Faivre, Chairman of the Planning & Zoning Committee, shared the Committee had not met 
since June. However, he believes at the Committee’s next meeting they will continue to discuss 
proposed zoning text amendments.   
 

Mr. Plote, Chairman of the County Highway Committee, first and foremost announced and 
congratulated Mr. Nathan Schwartz on his recent award as the 2019 Illinois Government 
Engineer of the Year presented by the Illinois Society of Professional Engineers. He also shared 
that the Committee reviewed and discussed the Department’s FY 2020 Budget as well as 
forwarded one Resolution for jurisdiction transfers and one Ordinance designating an urban 
speed zone to the full County Board recommending their approval.  
 

Mr. Bagby, Chairman of the Economic Development Committee, shared that in the Chief County 
Assessments Office a new Deputy Assessor was hired internally and the office is undergoing 
some reorganizing of staff and duties with the blessing of the Committee. Mr. Bagby additionally 
provided some dates to Board Members for some upcoming events throughout the community 
that he also shared with his Committee.  
 

It was moved by Mr. Faivre, seconded by Mr. Bagby and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the County Board Agenda and to forward it to the full County Board for 
approval. 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Mr. Porterfield made a motion to go into Executive Session for the purpose of discussing 
Pending, or Probable or Imminent Litigation provided for in 5 ILCS 120/2(c)(11) at 7:39 
p.m. Ms. Leifheit seconded the motion and it carried by 9-0-0 roll call vote. Those voting 



Executive Committee Minutes 
August 14, 2019 
Page 5 of 5 
 

Note: These minutes are not official until approved by the  
Executive Committee at a subsequent meeting. Please refer to the meeting 

minutes when these minutes are approved to obtain any changes to these minutes. 

yea were Mr. Bagby, Mr. Faivre, Vice Chair Frieders, Ms. Leifheit, Mr. Plote, Ms. Polanco, 
Mr. Porterfield, Mr. Stoddard, and Chairman Pietrowski. None were opposed. 
 

The Committee entered back into their Open Meeting at 8:18 p.m.  
 

APPROVAL OF SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
Mr. Faivre moved to approve a Settlement Agreement in Case No. 16MR272 – 
LNL4EVER, LLC v Town of Cortland, et al. Vice Chair Frieders seconded the motion. The 
motion carried unanimously by voice vote.  
 

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Mr. Hanson reminded that the Executive Committee approved the Intergovernmental Agreement 
for the purchase of land from the City of Sycamore in June. That is on this month’s County 
Board Agenda and he has been working with Brian Gregory at the City of Sycamore to have the 
IGA and Plats all finalized for the Board Packet. The City is scheduled to approve this next 
Monday following the County Board next Wednesday.  
 

City of DeKalb recently held a Quarterly TIF Meeting that they promised the public. Besides 
providing updates on TIF projects, the good news on the County’s end is that the City Council 
has formally approved to end TIF 1 a year early. This will bring in additional revenue to the 
County.  
 

Mr. Hanson shared that he has been working with Robin Brunschon and Sheila Santos to come 
up with the capability to hold Board of Review Hearing via Skype. This will hopefully help 
residents who are unable to attend Hearings during the work-day.  
 

The County and NIU recently met regarding the upcoming 2020 Census. The County’s GIS 
Department is involved throughout the decade leading up to the Census but it is more in a 
structural capacity. The main concern for the upcoming Census is whether individuals will 
participate. NIU is taking the lead but the County wanted to lend a hand to assist in any way 
possible because the census count is so important.  
 

The City of DeKalb is going some background work and surveying where may be the best place 
for a Transit Facility. Mr. Hanson reminded that the County has already donated land on Barber 
Green Road. That is an option as well as other County-owned land near Walmart as well as an 
additional site owned by the City of DeKalb. This is all being done to get all the information 
together that can be put together in the instance that another TIGER Grant opportunity arises or 
even if federal funds become available for a transit capital project.  
 

Lastly, Mr. Hanson shared the ETSB (E-911 Board) approved to pay for equipment to ensure 
there is redundancy between the County and the City of DeKalb for the Radio Systems Project. 
There is not a date yet, but the Digital Radio Project is expected to be completed soon.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
It was moved by Mr. Stoddard, seconded by Mr. Porterfield and it was carried 
unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 8:26 p.m.                 

 
_____________________________   ____________________________ 
Chairman Mark Pietrowski    Tasha Sims, Recording Secretary 



Illinois Department of Transportation
Division of Aeronautics

1 Langhorne Bond Drive / Capital Airport / Springfield, Illinois / 62707-8415

July 31. 2019

DEKALB COUNTY TREASURER

110 E SYCAMORE ST

SYCAMORE, IL 60178-1448

RE: Local Government Certification of Airport-Related Purposes

The Department of Revenue has identified your local unit of government or
government office as imposing a Retailers' Occupation Tax or Service
Occupation Tax on aviation fuel sold in Illinois. 49 USC 47133 outlines the
requirements for revenues collected on airports, specifically referencing
proceeds collected from taxes on aviation fuel {79 Federal Register 66282).
This requirement states that revenue collected from taxes on aviation fuel must
be used for an "airport-related purpose."

Illinois statutes (30 ILCS 105/6z-20.2), define an "airport-related purposes" as
"the capital or operating costs of: (1) an airport; (2) a local airport system; or (3)
any other local facility that is owned or operated by the person or entity that
owns or operates the airport that is directly and substantially related to the air
transportation of passengers or property as provided in 49 U.S.C. 47133,
including (i) the replacement of sound-reducing windows and doors installed
under the Residential Sound insulation Program and (ii) In-home air quality
testing in residences in which windows or doors were installed under the
Residential Sound insulation Program".

In order to impose a Retailers' Occupation Tax or Service Occupation Tax on
aviation fuel after December 1, 2019 units of local government must certify
whether the unit of local government has an airport-related purpose on which it
will spend aviation fuel tax revenue. In order to complete this certification, you
must complete form AER 625, Local Government Certification of Airport-
Related Purposes. This form is available on the IDOT website at
www.idot.illinois.aov/Assets/uDloads/files/IDOT-Forms/AER/AER%20625.Ddf.

Please return the completed form by September 1 so that we may notify the
Department of Revenue as to your status.

Thank you.

Airport Program Engineer
RECEIVED

AUG - 5 2019

DEKALB COUNTY TREASURER
















































