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DeKalb County Government 
Sycamore, Illinois 

 
Law & Justice Committee Minutes 

July 22, 2019 
 

The Law and Justice Committee of the DeKalb County Board met on Monday, July 22, 2019 in 
the Administration Building’s Conference Room East in Sycamore, Illinois. Committee Chair 
Dianne Leifheit called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Those members present were Mr. Jim 
Luebke, Ms. Linda Slabon, Mr. Paul Stoddard, Mr. Jeff Whelan, and Chair Dianne Leifheit. Mr. 
Tracy Jones was absent and there was one vacancy on the Committee. A quorum was established 
with five Members present and one absent.  
 
Others that were present included Gary Hanson, Tom McCulloch, Margi Gilmour, Judge Robbin 
Stuckert, and Dennis Miller.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
It was moved by Mr. Whelan, seconded by Mr. Luebke and it was carried unanimously by 
voice vote to approve the agenda as presented.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Ms. Stoddard moved to approve the minutes of the April 22, 2019 Committee Meeting. Mr. 
Luebke seconded the motion and it was carried unanimously.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were no public comments. 
 
COURT SERVICES REPORT 
DeKalb County Court Services Director Margi Gilmour reported that there was not much out of 
the ordinary to report to the Committee within the world of Court Services and Pretrial beside the 
fact that they all remain busy but are managing the cases well.  
 
Because it is budget time, Ms. Gilmour shared that she received good news from the 
Administrative Office of Illinois Courts regarding DeKalb County’s allocations. A number of 
positions within the Department are subsidized in one way, shape or form by the Administrative 
Office of Illinois Courts by statutes. However, it has been a number of years since they have 
been able to fully, 100%, subsidize those positions. Ms. Gilmour shared that she is being told 
that for State Fiscal Year 2020 (7/1/2019 – 6/30/2020), DeKalb County will be receiving 100% 
of their allocations, which would be fantastic but she also shared that she has not received that 
information in writing yet. In order to provide the Committee with an idea of what that looks like 
in dollars, Ms. Gilmour shared that for State FY 2019, the positions that are eligible for funding 
should bring in about $411,000 (about 68%). If in FY 2020, the County receives 100% of the 
funding, that amount would be about $597,000.  
 
Ms. Gilmour additionally shared that they continue to not have any youth in residential 
placement. She lastly reported that after writing a couple of grants, the Department was awarded 
$3,000 from the Community Foundation and $5,000 from the Community Mental Health Board 
to be used to purchase a used car to be solely utilized for the Opioid Diversion Program to 
transport clients to and from treatment.  
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PUBLIC DEFENDER’S REPORT 
DeKalb County Public Defender Tom McCulloch placed his June 2019 Public Defender’s 
Report on file. He echoed Ms. Gilmour’s comments about it being a usual month with nothing 
significant to report to the Committee regarding the numbers.  
 
Mr. McCulloch shared that by way of background, the Committee has been aware of his various 
attempts to increase and upgrade the staffing levels in the Public Defender’s Office.  For several 
years he has made requests, through the budget process, which have met with resistance. 
 
As they are also aware, Michelle Dietrich has been a member of the office since October 2017; 
she came with 20 years’ experience with the Wisconsin Public Defender.  He has found her to be 
totally professional and thoroughly prepared.  In the report filed through the end of June 2019, it 
reflects that she has an open caseload of 310 files, had been assigned 29 new cases in June, and 
had closed 56 files in June.  She is hardworking and effective. 
 
The problem that has presented itself is that Ms. Dietrich is a current and active member of the 
US Naval Reserve.  She holds the rank of Commander and serves as the Commanding Officer of 
an Intelligence Unit.  She has been given orders requiring her deployment to Afghanistan 
beginning in November for an undisclosed amount of time, but presumably 6-8 months.  She has 
provided a copy of her Orders to the Finance Department and I have provided a copy to Gary 
Hanson in the context of discussions as to how best to proceed. 
 
Mr. McCulloch has also reached out to the Chief of the Civil Division of the State’s Attorney’s 
Office, David Berault, who directed him to several cases and statutes.  He thanked him for his 
help. 
 
The County Code provides as follows:  The Public Defender in counties with a population under 
1,000,000 shall have power to appoint, in the manner directed by the judges mentioned in 
Section 3-4004 [55 ILCS 5/3-4004]* the number of assistants, all duly licensed practitioners, that 
those judges deem necessary for the proper discharge of the duties of the office, who shall serve 
at the pleasure of the Public Defender. He shall also, in like manner, appoint the number of 
clerks and other employees necessary for the due transaction of the business of the office. The 
compensation of the assistants, clerks and employees shall be fixed by the County Board and 
paid out of the county treasury.”  55 ILCS 5/3-4008. 
 
Accordingly, Mr. McCulloch was asking that the Committee find that the impending assignment 
of a senior public defender creates an unacceptable situation for the Judiciary, and that he further 
request and direct that he hire a person, hopefully as qualified, to continue the current duties, but 
also to continue upon the return of Ms. Dietrich. Finally, he asked that the Committee join in his 
request that the County Board pay for this new person out of the County Treasury in an amount 
commensurate with experience and commencing in late October 2019. 
 
The Committee discussed Mr. McCulloch’s Department’s situation and his request to them. Mr. 
Hanson clarified that if the Committee were to grant Mr. McCulloch’s request to hire, they 
would be looking at funding an additional Public Defender for a few month in the FY 2019 
Budget, about six months or so in the FY 2020 Budget (around $60,000 range) and the full salary 
of an additional Public Defender in FY 2021 (around $120,000). Mr. McCulloch additionally 
further explained the need to have Public Defender’s that have more experience as opposed to 
hiring newly graduated individuals.  
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Chair Leifheit noted that the Committee has discussed for many years the idea of adding staff to 
the Public Defender’s Office following Mr. McCulloch’s many requests during Budget Times. 
She added that he has made good arguments year after year. Mr. Stoddard noted that he doesn’t 
question the need for an additional Public Defender but the question always stand if they can 
afford one.  
 
Mr. Hanson explained to the Committee that they probably wouldn’t see a strain/the risk of 
hiring a new person on the Budget until they begin on the FY 2021 Budget. If they are having 
trouble balancing the Budget for 2021, he isn’t saying that this additional position would be the 
first cut but it may be one of the first considerations.  
 
It was moved by Mr. Luebke, seconded by Mr. Stoddard and it was unanimously approved 
by voice vote that the Law & Justice Committee supports and directs Mr. McCulloch to 
hire an additional, experienced Public Defender. 
 
Mr. Hanson briefly explained the logistics that the FY 2019 Budget will not be a problem and 
that Administration will take this motion as directive from the Committee to factor this into the 
FY 2020 Budget that will be presented with the expectation that the Board will support the 
addition all the way through to the passing of the full Budget. Ultimately, the County Board 
could change FY 2020 Budget but this is a huge directive that the Committee is going to support 
this.  
 
ESDA ANNUAL REPORT – (Full Report) 
Mr. Dennis Miller, Coordinator for the DeKalb County Emergency Services & Disaster Agency 
(ESDA) and County Coroner, joined the Committee to present both his ESDA and Coroner’s 
Annual Reports. He shared that in 2019, there will be another revision of the DeKalb County 
Emergency Operations Plan. This plan with its annexes defines how DeKalb County analysis, 
prepares for, and responds to an emergency event, whether natural or man-made. The ongoing 
mandates that are required by the National Incident Management System, (NIMS) will continue 
to be addressed and implemented. The plan will then be submitted for approval by IEMA. 
 
The Local Emergency Planning Committee (L.E.P.C.) continues to meet quarterly. The purpose 
of the committee is to register and record all the facilities within the county that manufacture, use 
and or stores hazardous materials.  
 
As in previous years, much of the severe storm spotting responsibility was aided by a dedicated 
group of volunteers, (Sheriffs Auxiliary, and the Amateur Radio Operators) in the DeKalb 
County area. In all severe weather watches, the communication assets of the ham radio operators 
enable the ESDA coordinator and the central warning point dispatchers to keep current of the 
weather conditions in our area. This capability was demonstrated this year in many of the 52 
severe weather watches and warnings, which affected this county. With the aid of support staff, 
this office was able to arrange and conduct two different weather spotter training programs 
throughout the county. Over 110 people were trained in storm spotting. In the event of severe 
weather, these trained weather spotters are able to report to the Communications Division of the 
Sheriff’s Office of the approaching weather. With the information that is received from these 
spotters, that information can then be disseminated to the affected areas of the county. 
 
This office planned, and participated in several other exercises that took place throughout the 
county in 2018. Those consisted of table top exercises, functional exercises, full scale exercises, 
and pipeline safety training programs. This agency was notified and responded to 17 separate 
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incidents this past year. Most were fuel leaks, while the others involved trains verse pedestrian 
mishaps, power outages, and high winds. 
 
It was reiterated that Mr. Miller was the only paid ESDA staff member. Every other person is 
volunteer.  
 
CORONER’S ANNUAL REPORT – (Full Report) 
Mr. Miller additionally provided his 2018 Annual Coroner’s Report to the Committee. He shared 
that last year he had 614 total death investigations (down only 4 cases from the previous year). 
Additionally, Mr. Miller reported that opioid-related deaths are slightly down and he believes 
that to be due to all first responders carrying and administering Narcan. Unfortunately, the exact 
number of saves is unknown due to HIPAA. Autopsy numbers have increased to 52 in 2018 and 
that is due to drug overdoses.  
 
Mr. Miller also shared the Coroner’s Vehicle was up to be updated last year but he kept it an 
additional year because it was in good shape. He did purchase a replacement vehicle this year 
though and got a really great deal on a 2018 model which saved a good amount of money. He 
was also able to keep the Suburban he used to drive as a backup vehicle which has been used 
multiple times already.  
 
Chair Leifheit noted that numbers across the board seemed to be fairly similar for the past few 
years. Mr. Miller agreed with that observation and reported that Cremation Permits were only 
one fewer than the year before, with 489 issued. For 2019, he has already issued 242 of those 
Permits. They are $50 per Permit per Illinois State Statute but $100 in Cook County. Mr. Miller 
said he was working on increasing the Permits to $100 state-wide. He can keep those funds for 
his Department only but Mr. Miller has always chose to put that money in the County’s General 
Fund.  
 
Digital Radio Update - Chair Leifheit read an update from Chief Deputy Sullivan regarding the 
Digital Radio System. His hope was to get the system up and running within the next couple of 
weeks but he is hesitant on giving out an actual date because it keeps changing but he believes 
that the completion of the project is real close.  
 
RELOCATION PLAN FOR COURTHOUSE OFFICES UPDATE 
Mr. Hanson shared that he hoped by this point he would be joining the Committee to provide 
some preliminary designs but they are still in contract negotiations with the Architect. Basically 
nothing has started. Mr. Hanson added that with the vastly different legal views on the contract 
they are at the point where if nothing gets resolved soon, the project will be going out to RFP for 
a new Architect. Unfortunately, that will delay the entire project by months.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
It was moved by Mr. Luebke, seconded by Mr. Whelan, and it was carried unanimously to 
adjourn the meeting at 7:30 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

__________________________    ___________________________ 
Chairman Dianne Leifheit     Tasha Sims, Recording Secretary 
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DEKALB COUNTY ADULT COURT SERVICES
   MONTHLY REPORT

FICSAL YEAR 2019
PROBATION 
 JAN. FEB. MAR. APR. MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. OCT. NOV. DEC. Total 
PSI's Ordered 8 3 7 3 3 4
PSI's Completed 4 2 4 5 7 3
New Active Cases 13 20 9 2 14 10
Felony 313 317 305 288 295 288
Misdemeanor 87 93 92 85 76 78
DUI 0 0 0 0 0 0
Traffic 0 0 0 0 0 0
 Active Caseload 400 410 397 373 371 366
Pending Intakes 39 31 40 55 55 57
Total Active Caseload 439 441 437 428 426 423
Administrative Cases 915 910 898 874 859 848
Transfer In Cases 12 15 5 8 7 8
Transfer Out Cases 1 11 6 3 7 9
Tech Viol. Reported 25 21 21 19 38 20
Crim. Viol. Reported 10 6 11 16 15 9
Tech. - No Violation 0 0 0 0 0 0
Tech. - Finding Viol. 4 1 1 0 9 1
Crim. - No Violation 0 0 0 0 1 0
Crim. - Finding Viol. 1 1 0 0 1 0
Successful Terminations 11 17 11 12 24 13

COMMUNITY RESTITUTION SERVICE

 JAN. FEB. MAR. APR. MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT. OCT. NOV. DEC. TOTAL
# Adults Referred 37 22 40 27 28 23
# Hours Ordered 3,960 3,055 4,984 3,748 3,590 2,944
# Hours Completed 2,155 1,867 3,906 3,407 2,212 3,557

# Juveniles Referred 0 2 0 2 1 0
# Hours Ordered 0 119 0 110 20 0
# Hours Completed 1 123 173 4 36 52



FY 2019

JUVENILE PLACEMENT/DETENTION REPORT 

PLACEMENT Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug. Sept Oct Nov Dec
Residential placements at beginning of mo. 0 0 0 0 0 0
Minors placed during the month 0 0 0 0 0 0
Minors released during the month 0 0 0 0 0 0
Minors in residential placement at end of mo. 0 0 0 0 0 0

DETENTION Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
Minors in detention at beginning of month 1 2 3 1 1 1
Minors detained during the month 9 1 3 0 4 7
Minors released during the month 8 0 5 0 4 4
Minors in detention at end of month 2 3 1 1 1 4

Average daily population for mo.admissions 4 <1 <1 <1 1 1
Average length of stay for mo. admissions 13.5 days 17 days 5 days 30 days 6 days 5 days

Monthly Detention Expenditure $15,000 $8,760 $8,880 $3,600 $6,600 $8,160
Year to Date Expenditure $15,000 $23,760 $32,640 $36,240 $42,840 $51,000



 2019 Pretrial Stats

Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec TOTALS

39 35 29 28 53 40
53 44 56 47 68 36

19 14 12 12 23 22
9 9 4 9 10 2

6 7 10 7 16 10
22 23 38 25 39 23

272 275 271 270 271 278
107 108 101 94 96 90

0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 0
28 18 15 20 20 16

0 0 0 1 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 1
0 0 1 1 0 2

27 19 26 27 30 19

Misdemeanor 

Successful Terminations

Violations Reported
Rules Violation

Released with no Pre‐trial Supervision 
(Including those who posted)

Rules Violation
Failure to Appear

New Offense

Misdemeanor
Felony

Failure to Appear
New Offense 

Felony
Misdemeanor 

Active Pre‐Trial Supervision Cases

Violations Revoked

Bond Investigations Completed
Felony

Misdemeanor 
Released on Pre‐Trial Supervision

Felony



DEKALB COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 
JAIL POPULATION REPORT 

JUNE 2019  
 

Average Daily Population   Number of Bookings                Reactivated Bookings 
 
 

 
 

         SEX                            TYPE OF CRIME                          COURT STATUS                          PERIODIC IMPRISONMENT   
 
   Male        Female             Felony     Misdemeanor                Sentenced  Pre-Sentenced                    Week-ends       Work Release 

 
 

 
 
                                  MONTHLY TRANSPORTS                                                                   DOC 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
MONTHLY INMATE POPULATION STATISTICS 

 
 

 NON-SENTENCED REGULAR 
SENTENCED WEEK-ENDERS WORK RELEASE EHM 

(ADULTS) 

 
Number 

of 
Bookings 

Total 
Days 
Held 

Number 
of 

Bookings 

Total 
Days 
Held 

Number 
of 

Bookings 

Total 
Days 
Held 

Number 
of 

Bookings 

Total 
Days 
Held 

Average 
For 

Month 

Total 
Days 
Held 

Male 127 2579 6 312 14 57 - - - - 

Female 39 271 1 67 2 8 - - - - 

Totals 166 2850 7 379 16 65 - - 57 1768 

 
Average Daily Population:  The average number of inmates in the jail for the month.  Counts each day a person was in the Jail    
         and includes all people booked into the jail.  
 
Number of Bookings:  All new arrestees booked into the Jail for this specific month.   
 
Reactivated Bookings: All those sent to jail by the Judge for a violation of drug court, MH court, SCF etc. Their original 
                            booking is reactivated when they are processed into the jail.  
 
DOC:  1) Sentenced: Represents the number of inmates transported to the Department of Corrections because they were  
                                     sentenced to prison for a period of time.  
            2) Parole: Represents the number of inmates transported to the Department of Corrections because they were arrested   
                              on a new charge, on parole and returned to DOC to face their parole violation.  
 
EHM:  The numbers reflect only adults on Electronic Home Monitoring for the month.  Juveniles would not be housed in the   
             County Jail so would have no impact on jail population. 

  Number of 
Transports 

 Total 
Man Hours 

General 27 90.5 
Medical – Mental 18 / 1 48 / 2.5 

Juvenile 9            21.5 
Totals 55 162.5 

 Male Female 
Sentenced 9 0 

Parole 0 0 
Totals 9 0 

245
 
  

50 186 109 50 245 16 - 

110
 

 

189 16 
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