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DeKalb County Government 
Sycamore, Illinois 

 
Health & Human Services Committee Minutes 

August 5, 2019 
 

The Health and Human Services Committee of the DeKalb County Board met on Monday, 
August 5, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Outreach Building’s Conference Room West in 
DeKalb, Illinois. Chairman Porterfield called the meeting to order. Those Members present were 
Mr. Tim Bagby, Mr. Scott Campbell, Ms. Rukisha Crawford, Ms. Maureen Little, Mr. Larry 
West, and Chairman Chris Porterfield. Ms. Linda Slabon was absent. A quorum was established 
with six Members present and one absent. 
 
Others present were Deanna Cada, Jerald Helland, and Pat Faivre.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
It was moved by Mr. Bagby, seconded by Mr. Campbell and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the agenda as presented. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
It was moved by Ms. Little, seconded by Mr. West and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the minutes from the June 3, 2019 Committee Meeting.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were no public comments made. 
 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION & AMENDMENT OF THE 
FEDERAL 5311 OPERATING ASSISTANCE GRANT AGREEMENT 
& 
RESOLUTION AUTHROIZING THE EXECUTION & AMENDMENT OF THE 
DOWNSTATE OPERATING ASSISTANCE GRANT AGREEMENT 
These applications, if approved, provide funding for the County’s rural transportation services 
such as TransVac and MedVac. The County has been applying for these funds for the past fifteen 
years. When funds are approved, they are passed through the County to the Voluntary Action 
Center along with all responsibilities and liability.  
 
It was also explained that there are four Resolutions required annually (not counting any 
additional capital related Resolutions).  
• During the application phase, there are two 5311 Resolutions required – one for the grant 
and one for the special warranty.  Those are the two that we have been passed by the Board in 
April.   
• Then during the contract phase, there are two more Resolutions required – one for the 
5311 grant and one for the DOAP grant.  Those are the two that are now before the Committee 
for approval.  
  
It was moved by Ms. Little, seconded by Mr. West and it was approved unanimously to 
forward the two Resolutions to the full County Board recommending their approval.  
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COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH BOARD ANNUAL REPORT– Link to Annual Report 
DeKalb County Community Mental Health Board (DCCMHB) Executive Director Deanna Cada 
and Board President Jerald Helland joined the Committee to provide them the 2018 DCCMHB 
Annual Report.  
 
Mr. Helland began by providing an overview of the current Mental Health Board. The 
DCCMHB was fortunate this past year to have dedicated Board Members who are committed 
and passionate about mental health services.  This past year, the DCCMHB had a full 
membership and for the first time in many years board members represented DeKalb County 
from its southern border to its northern border. 
 
Ms. Cada provided the Committee with her Annual Report along with the Community Mental 
Health Board’s Comprehensive Three-year Plan and One Year Plan for a program of community 
mental health services and facilities for person with a mental illness, a developmental disability, 
and/or a substance use disorder pursuant to 405 ILCS 20/3e(1f). The One Year and Three-Year 
Plans are developed to guide the direction of the DCCMHB as the Board moved to complete set 
goals and objectives. The goals and objectives of the DCCMHB work in concert with the regular 
work of the Board; to provide funding to programs that work in the area of mental illness, 
development disability and substance use disorder. The plans are forward looking, whereas the 
Annual Report is a summary of work done over the preceding year.  
 
Reviewing the Annual Report, Ms. Cada shared that Grant Year 2019 application cycle started in 
January 2018.  
 
Six agencies new to the DCCMHB applied for funds, two received funding.  As agencies turn to 
the DCCMHB for stable funding, it continues to be a competitive grant cycle with requests 
exceeding funds available by $492,129.  Of the grant applications 24 received funding for a total 
of $2,522,922 in GY19 allocations.  
 
The DCCMHB worked in partnership with Kishwaukee Hospital, a part of Northwestern 
Medicine, and the DeKalb County Public Health Department to complete a Community Health 
Needs Assessment.  This assessment followed the MAPP (Mobilizing for Action through 
Planning and Partnerships) process.  The plan was completed in September 2018.  Three health 
priorities were identified:  Adolescent Health, Behavioral Health, and Maternal Child Health.  
The DCCMHB will work in partnership to address the behavioral healthcare priorities. 
 
Mental Health 1st Aid continues to be a priority for the DCCMHB to ensure the citizens of 
DeKalb County have access to information about how to assist with mental health and substance 
use disorder situations in the community.  The workshops are well attended and feedback is 
positive.  The DCCMHB is in talks with Northwestern Medicine and the Regional Office of 
Education to offer Youth Mental Health 1st Aid workshops in 2019.  In addition to Mental 
Health 1st Aid, the DCCMHB continues to promote mental health awareness in a number of 
ways. 
 
DCCMHB concluded the Performance Management/Outcomes Project with Dr. Alicia 
Schatteman, Northern Illinois University, which resulted in the development of the Quality 
Indicators Checklist.  The checklist has been incorporated into the grant application process and 

https://dekalbcounty.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/mh-annrpt-2018.pdf
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gives the DCCMHB a tool to assess the viability and strength of an organization’s internal 
performance management policy. 
After receiving a Bureau of Justice Administration Strategic Planning Grant to explore Mental 
Health/Law Enforcement Interactions, the City of DeKalb Police Department and the DCCMHB 
contracted with Northern Illinois University to create a comprehensive Strategic Plan.  While the 
collaboration was not successful in securing a Bureau of Justice Administration Implementation 
Grant, the stakeholders involved with the strategic planning process are committed to working 
together to bring critical parts of the strategic plan to life.  These initiatives will continue into 
2019.  The strategic plan findings recommended addressing the following areas: 

 Services – including behavioral health transportation and payer list 
 Data Collection and Evaluation – determine data points and evaluation 
 Education – Crisis law enforcement and Mental Health 1st Aid  
 Communication and Collaboration 

 
The DCCMHB had the opportunity to host an “On The Table” event, as part of the Kennedy 
Forum initiative on May 19, 2018.  Thirty-six community members came to the casual dinner 
event to talk about the state of mental health in the community.  There were many great 
suggestions, both large and small on how to improve communication, access, information 
sharing, and services.  One participant expressed interest in hosting an event to highlight mental 
illness in a positive way and planning began for “This Is My Brave – DeKalb” a storytelling 
event where local residents living with mental illness tell their story through personal essay, 
music, or poetry to give hope to others.  The event is scheduled to take place in 2019. 
 
Calendar year 2018 proved to be a busy year at the DCCMHB and many initiatives will continue 
into calendar year 2019.  The DCCMHB is committed to the mission of “Through leadership and 
funding the DCCMHB supports access to high quality behavioral healthcare services for DeKalb 
County residents” and the work of the Board is to fulfill that mission.   
 
Lastly, Ms. Cada provided a few priority areas and activity goals for 2019: 

 Improve access to services for 0-7-year-old children in DeKalb County 
 Assist with mental health/law enforcement initiatives with DeKalb County Law 

Enforcement Partners 
 
The Committee thanked Ms. Cada and Mr. Helland for their time and all that they do for the 
citizens of DeKalb County.  
 
SENIOR SERVICES TAX LEVY 2019 YEAR-END REPORTS 
Ms. Cada provided the Committee with a few Year-End Activity Reports from the entities that 
were allocated funds through the Senior Services Tax Levy. Ms. Cada noted that as more reports 
come in, she will have them forwarded to the Committee for review.  
 
IDENTIFYING PRIORTY NEEDS FOR EXTENSION SERVICES 
Last meeting, Ms. Heather Coyle, County Director Unit 2 for the University of Illinois Extension 
Serving Boone, DeKalb & Ogle Counties joined the Committee and charged them with coming 
up with about two priority needs in the community that the Extension Office could help with. 
Ms. Coyle will then return the next months’ meeting and review to needs with the Committee 
and formulate a plan to move forward.  
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The Committee and Ms. Cada discussed potential items to bring forth to the Extension Office. 
They were unable to narrow the list two one two items but came up with a good comprehensive 
list they all agreed on. The following were identified as current priority needs: 

 Anti-Bullying (programming & education) 
 Combating Obesity  
 Early Childhood Development (in conjunction with the R.O.E.’s DeKalb County Basics 

initiative) 
 Community/Economic Development (managing the inequity in different parts of the community) 
 2020 Census Outreach* 
 Rural Depression (isolation in rural communities)  

 
The Committee stressed that out of the items listed, the 2020 Census was their number one priority right 
now. Federal funding in communities is based on census numbers. If DeKalb County is under 
represented, it will lose federal funding. Grant dollars could also be at risk if the census numbers are not 
accurate.  
 
Ms. Cada shared that she met with Sherry Taylor from NIU. She is leading the Census 2020 
charge in DeKalb County. Ms. Taylor shared that in 2010, DeKalb County had a 60% response 
rate. It will also be important to remove the stigma of the Census and find trustworthy groups of 
individuals to go into areas where residents are scared to answer Census questions.  
 
COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS 
Mr. Campbell and Ms. Crawford spoke very highly of Family Services Agency and all the 
assistance they have provided to the victims of a fire on Saturday, July 27th at St. Albans Green 
in Sycamore that left 40 apartments uninhabitable.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
It was moved by Ms. Crawford, seconded by Mr. Campbell, and it was carried 
unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 7:53 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 
_____________________________   ______________________________  
Chris Porterfield, Chairman    Tasha Sims, Recording Secretary   






































