
 
 September /  October  2019. Maintenance and safety checks of buildings and grounds, seasonal 

mowing, firewood cutting splitting and stacking, storm clean-up, shelter house and toilet cleaning, 

litter pick-up and disposal, road grading, snowplowing, trail maintenance, equipment maintenance, 

scheduling shelter rentals and collecting shelter and camping fees, drinking water sampling. Shelter 

houses and Lodge are used every weekend by scouts, families and other groups. Natural Resource 

Center Educational Staff teaching school groups / Summer Camps at Russell Woods and making 

classroom visits. PDRMA Risk Management and Loss Control review and forest preserve safety in 

progress for 2019 compliance. 

 

Another Tom Robbins forest preserve photo… Kishwaukee River back waters at Russell Woods. 

 

 

 

The link below shows one bur oak at Prairie Oaks Forest Preserve  in all 12 moths of the year…  

https://pbase.com/salty_one/prairie_oak 
 
Also,  if you open the link above and click on “Galleries” you can see amazing local photos by Tom. 
 

 

 

 

https://pbase.com/salty_one/prairie_oak
https://pbase.com/salty_one/dekalb_county&page=5


    

 

 

Sycamore Scout Troop campout at Russell Woods 

 



                                             Scout campout at MacQueen Forest Preserve 

                                        

 



 

 

 Letter of thanks to Peggy and Connie for Russell Woods Summer Camp experience 

 

Dear Ms. Peggy, 

Just wanted to send you a quick note to let you know how grateful our family is that Alex has been able to 

attend camp at Russell Woods the past couple years. She has not only had a lot of fun, she has come 

home with a wealth of new knowledge! 

 

I am extremely impressed with the way you and Miss Connie are able to teach the kids so much while 

they think they are just playing and having fun. The bracelet that Alex created at camp made it possible 

for her to teach the entire family about the "life" of water. The plastic bag that she decorated is sitting on 

our patio table and we often discuss what is happening with the water when we eat outside.  My husband 

and I had to wait for at least 20 minutes before our kayaking trip so that Alex could name all of the 

different types of mussels we might encounter and how to identify them and tell them apart. 

 

I'm often surprised by how much she has retained from last year and the year before as well. Last winter, 

she helped identify what animal was leaving tracks in our snow by using clues about their claws that she 

learned at camp.  She also helped figure out what type of animal left the skull we found in the woods by 

using clues from the teeth and position of it's eye sockets.  Our family has learned all sorts of interesting 

bat facts as we sit outside at night and enjoy a fire. Whatever method you are using at camp to help the 

children learn is definitely working- not only is she taking it in but she is using it in everyday life. 

 

As we were coming home after the last day of camp, Alex was telling me how much she appreciated you 

teaching her about animals and our environment.  She said that she learned so many things that she will 

use to help improve the world. She actually got so choked up and emotional as she was expressing her 

appreciation that she started crying. I think that is proof that you have not only touched her mind, but you 

have touched her heart. 

 

Thank you again for all that you do. You are a wonderful role model for our daughter and we are very 

blessed that she has been able to learn from and spend time with someone who shows her that caring for 

the world around her can be cool and also a labor of love. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Jennifer Earl (Alex's mom) 

 



                    

 

                                       

 

 

Summer camp photos… thanks Peggy, Connie and staff !! 



Hosted by: The DeKalb County Forest Preserve District 

Sunday, October 20, 2019 
10:00 AM 

Chief Shabbona County Forest Preserve 
4500 Preserve Rd, Shabbona, Illinois 60550 

Come to Chief Shabbona Forest Preserve for a morning hike around the 
preserve. Meet at shelter #2 at 10 a.m. We will check out the fall colors, 
discuss the flora and fauna of the preserve, and how our restoration 
crew is working to improve the habitat. It may be chilly and a little bit of 
rain is in the forecast so warm clothes and sturdy footwear are 
recommended. We will have a shelter set up with a fire in the wood 
stove and some warm drinks afterward. 

See more photos in Josh Clark's
Natural Resource Management Report



The Northwest Suburban Astronomers http://www.nsaclub.org/ continue to use Afton and 
Potawatomi Woods almost every weekend ( if skies are clear ) to observe the night skies. 
Recently the College of DuPage and N.I.U. have been at Afton to view the universe….. 
 

 

Today, the Northwest Suburban Astronomers is a group of about 150 individuals and 

families from all walks of life and all age groups who share an interest in amateur 

astronomy.  We meet the Friday closest to full Moon each month with a brief business 

meeting and an interesting program by members or guest speakers.  Recent programs have 

included presentations on deep-sky observing and imaging, NASA missions, and theoretical 

astronomy.  Our meetings are well-publicized, free, and open to the public.  In addition to 

the monthly meetings, the club schedules "star parties" at locations in nearby counties each 

clear weekend.  Parties are very informal and afford members an opportunity to share 

views through various equipment.  On several weekends during the year, astronomy 

campouts are held in more remote locations to take advantage of the darker skies.   

http://www.nsaclub.org/


Fall Weekend at Sycamore Forest Preserve  

 

And Sycamore Forest Preserve Cub Scout campout…. 

                 

 



The benches along the Somonauk Trail are provided by a collaborative effort 

involving the DeKalb County Forest Preserve District, Busted Knuckles Tree 

Service LLC of Sandwich, A&W Woodworking of Earlville, and SAWINC of 

Sandwich. These benches are made from salvaged ash logs that were being 

removed from the Sannauk Forest Preserve due to them being infested and killed 

by the emerald ash borer- EAB. Normally logs such as these would be made into 

mulch or firewood. 
   Native to Asia, emerald ash borer was introduced to the United States near 

Detroit in 2002. It is believed to have been in ash wood used to stabilize crates during 

shipping. So far, the insect has spread in all directions, killed tens of millions of ash 

trees and threatens to kill most of the 8.7 billion ash trees throughout North America. 

It is estimated that the borer will have caused $10 billion in economic damage by 

2019. The borers attack trees by laying eggs on the bark. The serpentine feeding 

galleries of the larvae inside the bark disrupt the flow of nutrients and water and 

starve the tree. 

The trees were removed by Busted Knuckles Tree Service and then 

processed locally into wood planks by A&W Woodworking and SAWINC. 

These planks were then made into bench seats and combined with log blanks to 

create the benches that will be enjoyed 

by trail walkers for years to come. The benches were installed by the DeKalb 

County Forest Preserve staff and Illinois Urban Woods Project. This is an example 

of urban wood serving a higher purpose. For more information about urban 

logging search for the Illinois Urban Wood network and its affiliated supporters. 
 

                                                              

   Dead ash logs at Sannauk, portable sawmill, sawn planks and benches 



1930 Pierce Town Hall recently repaired and painted at Merritt Prairie. The Peirce Town Hall was 

going to be demolished, the Forest Preserve District moved the town hall 5 miles to Merritt Prairie         

( in Peirce Township) to save the building.   

                           

 

                                                           



 

The late James and Helen Merritt ( donors of the 56 acre Merritt Prairie ) daughter Deb ( from 

Vermont ) recently visited Merritt Prairie . Deb will donate a bench and oak trees in memory of her 

parents.                                               

    1991 ….Helen Merritt helps plant tree seedlings  at Merritt Prairie 

                              



Forest Preserve staff completed new safety railings for steps up the  Russell Woods sledding hill. 

                      

                     and soon…… 

                    



 



                                           

                    

 

 

 



     2019 Jeff’s Trees family and friends of Jeff Arnold at Afton Forest Preserve 

 

Native Illinois  Trees and shrubs planted: 

 American Linden  2 

Nannyberry Viburnum  4  

Maple Leaf Viburnum  6  

Bur Oak  5  

American Plum  15  

Hazelnut  6  

Witchhazel  6 

And the big trees…. 

1  - 2"  Bur Oak 

1  - 2" Bitternut Hickory 

2  - 1.25" Sycamore 



Jeff’s Trees volunteers also bring other creative things to help plant trees…. 

 

 

And in a few hundred years, Jeff’s Trees may look like this……  

                
                    Bur Oak at Prairie Oaks Forest Preserve 



Many people commented positively on the new canoe landing at Knute Olson Forest Preserve.                  

Posted on Dekalb County Facebook page  

 

 

 
 

 
 
 


