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DeKalb County Government 
Sycamore, Illinois 

 
Committee of the Whole Minutes 

October 9, 2019 
 

The Committee of the Whole of the DeKalb County Board met Wednesday, October 9, 2019, in 
the Community Outreach Building’s Five Seasons Room in DeKalb, Illinois. Chairman Mark 
Pietrowski called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Those Members present were Mr. Tim 
Bagby, Mr. Scott Campbell, Ms. Rukisha Crawford, Mrs. Karen Cribben, Mr. Steve Faivre, 
Vice-Chairman John Frieders, Ms. Dianne Leifheit, Ms. Maureen Little, Mr. Jim Luebke, Ms. 
Terri Mann-Lamb, Mr. Roy Plote, Ms. Sandra Polanco, Mr. Chris Porterfield, Mr. Craig Roman, 
Ms. Linda Slabon, Mr. Paul Stoddard, Mr. Jeff Whelan, Ms. Suzanne Willis, and Chairman Mark 
Pietrowski, Jr. Those Members absent were Mrs. Laurie Emmer, Mr. Tim Hughes, Mr. Tracy 
Jones, Mr. Jerry Osland, and Mr. Larry West. A quorum was established with nineteen Members 
present and five absent.  
 
Others present included, Gary Hanson, Jim Hutcheson, and Greg Millburg.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Mr. Roman moved to approve the agenda as presented. Mr. Porterfield seconded the 
motion and it was carried unanimously by voice vote.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were no public comments.  
 
PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS 
 Reports from Committee Chairs 
Mr. Faivre, Chairman of the Planning & Zoning Committee, shared the Committee at their last 
meeting began reviewing regulations in response to the latest State regulations to either permit, 
prohibit, or regulate recreational cannabis in jurisdictions. The PZ Committee reviewed a draft 
Ordinance created by the Illinois Municipal League, which attempts to define the six types of 
uses, and then puts the question in the County’s lap to decide if the County wants to allow any of 
these six uses, and if so, where and what restrictions. The Committee had decided to forward the 
draft Ordinance to the full County Board in order for other Committee’s to take a look and 
review. Mr. Faivre reviewed that at the next Planning & Zoning Committee Meeting this topic 
will be on the agenda for the public to comment on as well. Once the PZC has crafted an 
Ordinance, it will go to a Public Hearing and then will come back to the Zoning Committee in 
order for them to make a recommendation to the full County Board, Mr. Faivre explained.  
 
Another item that the Committee is working on is Zoning Text Amendments that were started 
when Mr. Paul Miller was Planning Director. One of the major text amendments is the cleaning 
up of the 402D2 rule (40-acre rule) of the A1 Code Section. The Committee is following the 
same procedures as they did with the Solar and Wind Ordinances, tackling a little bit at every 
meeting.  
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Mr. Faivre also shared that the Committee forwarded two Ordinances for consideration by the 
full County Board. One being a Variation to allow the expansion of the nonconforming residence 
in Genoa Township and the other being amendments to the Countywide Stormwater 
Management Ordinance.  
 
The Committee further discussed the issues relating to legalizing cannabis. Chairman Pietrowski 
additionally reiterated that he previously charged the Chairpersons of the various County Board 
Committee’s to review with their Members and Department Heads that report to such 
Committees on the topic of the legalization of cannabis so they can all be more prepared before 
the legalization takes place on January 1, 2020.  
- The Law & Justice Committee will discuss with the Sheriff’s Office and Judiciary the 

impact of the new law will have on them as well as added costs that may be associated on 
the Sheriff’s end.  

- The Economic Development Committee will discuss the economic opportunities and what 
potential businesses can grow from this and what new businesses may begin from the 
legalization of cannabis. 

- Health & Human Services Committee is charged with getting the Health Department’s 
perspective and what additional programming and education may be needed. 

- Planning & Zoning will begin exploring all the zoning aspects that are needed and what may 
be the route that other counties are taking.  

 
Mr. Plote, Chairman of the County Highway Committee, shared that the Committee and 
Members had a great Annual Bus Tour the day before. The tour went throughout the whole 
County and provided a more in-depth look in how the Highway Department spent around $8.6 
million (not all just County funds) in projects throughout the year. Mr. Plote also shared that the 
Committee at their last meeting forwarded a Resolution to authorize the Chairman of the Board 
to enter into an Intergovernmental Agreement with the Village of Kirkland for maintenance 
engineering and another Resolution to enter into a Local Agency Agreement with the State for 
McNeal Road Bridge in Kirkland. Mr. Plote shared Waterman Road, phase 2 and 3, the 
reconstruction of shoulders and ditches from Duffy Road to Perry Road is underway and the 
contractor has three crews working on this project. Weather has delayed the dirt work on this 
project. Completion date is November 1st. Lastly, the final Peace Road Safety Study should be 
presented at next month’s meeting.  
 
Ms. Crawford, Vice-Chair of the Economic Development Committee, shared that the Committee 
was joined by City of DeKalb City Manager Bill Nicklas. Mr. Nicklas shared what he could 
about two potential major businesses coming to the City of DeKalb on two areas of land adjacent 
to Gurler Road on the north and south side of the road and between Highway 23 on the west and 
Peace on the east. Mr. Nicklas also requested that the County join in tax abatement incentives for 
the two potential businesses. One tax abatement program would be 50% for fifteen years and the 
other would be 50% for twenty years. The Committee did forward the recommendation to the 
full Board for consideration.  
 
Mr. Hanson helped provide clarifications to the Board Members that these Tax Abatement 
Agreements were still in the works but the Resolution the Board would be asked to approve 
would allow for the Chairman to agree that there would be claw-back provisions pertaining to 
employment and wages. Chairman Pietrowski assured that he would not agree to sign any 
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agreements that he did not agree with and that if he questioned details within, he would review 
those with the Board.  
 
Mr. Porterfield, Chairman of Health & Human Services Committee, shared that Ms. Crawford 
and he met with Public Health Administrator Lisa Gonzalez regarding the legalization of 
cannabis. Ms. Gonzalez will be at the Committee’s November Meeting to discuss the issue along 
with Ms. Deanna Cada of the Community Mental Health Board. The HHS Committee 
additionally received a presentation from Paul Callighan of Kishwaukee United Way regarding 
the County’s 2-1-1 program. Additionally, the Committee met with a group from the District’s U 
of I Extension Office to discuss County priority needs.  
   
Ms. Leifheit, Chair of the Law & Justice Committee, shared that the Committee has no 
actionable items but they reviewed personnel issues with the Public Defender’s Office and the 
Court Services Office. Additionally, they received a Pretrial Services Annual Report from Mr. 
Michael Venditti. Earlier this year, the County’s program received National Accreditation, 
making it only 1 of 4 agencies in the nation to receive this distinction thus far, and the first in 
Illinois. Ms. Leifheit also shared with the Board Members that the architectural contract for the 
renovation of the third floor of the Courthouse has been finalized and signed and that the project 
would not more and further than the Contract Documents” phase without additional 
consideration by the Board. She lastly provided a brief update on the Sheriff’s Digital Radio 
project.  
 
Mr. Bagby, Chairman of the Finance Committee, shared that last month the Resolution regarding 
the County provided additional monies towards the Sheriff’s Digital Radio was pulled and is 
brought back this month with a sizable decrease in the County’s additional appropriation. The 
ETSB is contributing $300,000 of the $365,000 towards the additional funds needed to complete 
the Digital Radio Project, Mr. Bagby explained. The Finance Committee also reviewed insurance 
quotes with consultant Mike Nugent but decided to defer a decision on the matter until next 
meeting after they received some additional information. The Annual Audit Presentation for the 
year ending December 31, 2018 was presented to the Committee and was reported to be clean 
and clear of any deficiencies. The Committee additionally forward several other Resolutions to 
the full County Board such as, recommending the approval of Elected Officials salaries, adding 
the City of Sandwich to the County’s dispatching services, and the delinquently property sales 
for five parcels.  
 
Mr. Stoddard, Chairman of the Forest Preserve Operations Committee, shared the Committee 
approved to place on file the Forest Preserve District’s FY 2020 Budget for public inspection. He 
also announced that the District will be having a Bid Opening on Monday, October 21st at 2:15 
p.m. for the Afton South Prairie Wetland Project. This project involves the conversion of 
grassland to a wetland habitat area which will include approximately 37,000 CY of excavation. 
grading, seeding, erosion control, and other related work. All requirements and details are 
described and listed on the plans and in the project specifications. The Committee will then 
hopefully be award a bid to the lowest bidder meeting specifications at their next meeting.  
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COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Mr. Hanson reminded the Board Members to please set-aside time in the near future to take the 
“Anti-Sexual Harassment and Discrimination” training. He reiterated that thanks to State’s 
Attorney Rick Amato and Chief Civil Attorney David Berault, the County has a new training 
program for all County employees regarding sexual harassment and discrimination.  David put 
together a 41-minute video that may be viewed online on the County’s web site.  It nicely 
summarizes Federal, State, and County laws and policies for this very in-the-news issue.  This 
training should be helpful to increase your awareness to these situations and what you can do to 
help protect yourself and others at the workplace. This training is required by all employees, 
each year, including County Board Members.   
 
Mr. Hanson also reminded the Board Member of an email that he had recently sent to everyone 
that he wanted to be sure was read and understood by the Members. The email had an attached 
letter from State’s Attorney Rick Amato regarding the responsibility as a County employee for 
preserving public records, be it in paper or electronic form, and including email communication.  
Rick’s letter does an excellent job of addressing several areas including what is a public record 
and steps that are required to legally dispose of a public record. Mr. Hanson strongly suggested 
the Board Members to review the letter carefully and the be sure they are keeping all public 
records. Any questions on the matter should be directed to the State’s Attorney’s Office.  
 
He also added that at the last Economic Development Committee Meeting, Mr. Paul Borek was 
there to request that the Board approve amendments to the DeKalb County Enterprise Zone 
Ordinance. That Ordinance in its entirety with changes shown will be in the County Board’s 
monthly packet for review and consideration.  
 
Another item that he is working on is the discussion of the DeKalb County Rehab & Nursing 
Center will allow cannabis in the facility, be it medical or recreational by the residents.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
It was moved by Mr. Luebke, seconded by Mr. Stoddard and it was carried unanimously to 
adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m.                 

 
 
_____________________________   ____________________________ 
Chairman Mark Pietrowski    Tasha Sims, Recording Secretary 


