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Forest Preserve District Committee Minutes 
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The DeKalb County Forest Preserve District Committee met Tuesday December 17, 2013 

at 6:00 pm at Conference Room of the Administration Center.  In attendance were 

committee members: Ms. Fauci, Ms. DeFauw, Ms. Haji-Sheikh Mr. Jones and Mr. 

Brown. Mr. Cribben arrived after the meeting had been called to order and Mr. 

Gudmunson was absent. Superintendent Hannan was also in attendance. Guests included 

Dominick Fauci, Peggy Doty, Dan Kenney and Mr. Haji-Sheikh. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Ms. Fauci called for a motion to approve the minutes of the November 19th meeting. Ms. 

DeFauw moved approval, seconded by Mr. Brown and the motion passed unanimously.  

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

Ms. Fauci called for a motion to approve the agenda. Ms. Haji-Sheikh moved to approve 

the agenda, seconded by Mr. Jones and the motion passed unanimously.    

 

DEKALB COUNTY COMMUNITY GARDENS PROJECT PROPOSAL 

Mr. Hannan began by introducing Mr. Dan Kenney, President and Director of the DeKalb 

County Community Gardens. He noted that Mr. Kenney was attending tonight to discuss 

proposal by his group to create a Forest Garden Farm on a 5 acre parcel located on 

Thompson Rd near Five points and Old State Roads.  He noted that possible uses for the 

property had been discussed lately in the County Planning and Zoning committee and the 

idea of the Forest Garden was one option.  

 

Mr. Kenney then presented a power point presentation (attached) regarding the DeKalb 

County Community Gardens organization, its goals and accomplishments.  He noted that 

the Community Gardens greatly strengthens food access to residents in the County who 

may be food insecure.  He commented that many of the neediest citizens cannot qualify 

for Federal food assistance, so the DCCG supplements the needs of those individuals.  

 

He noted that when there are scarce food resources, many will choose to select processed 

foods because they are cheaper and higher in calories.  This may be one reason the 

obesity rate in the County currently stands at 23.5%.  He added that many lower income 

children also suffer from hunger that adversely affects their ability to learn and perform 

well in school.   

 



One of the DCCG locations is near the DeKalb County Nursing and Rehab Center and 

the Heritage Woods Assisted Living community.  This location contains 30 raised beds 

and provides fresh produce to those two facilities.   

 

He then spoke about the public and private partnerships that the DCCG has pursued in 

order to create a sustainable food system in the County. Currently a great deal of income 

leaves the County when residents travel away to purchase fruits and vegetables that could 

be produced locally.   

 

Mr. Kenney noted that he will be giving a presentation tomorrow (12-18-13) at the 

DeKalb County Farm Bureau on a Farms-to-Schools program.  A buyer from Chartwells 

(food service provider to the County School districts) will be at the meeting to finalize 

arrangements to purchase locally produced food to be used in the area schools. A State 

law requires that by the year 2020, 10% of all food served in schools must be locally 

sourced.   

 

Mr. Kenney then reviewed the scope of the existing gardens, their locations and the 

partnerships that have been developed by location. One project that has been discussed 

with County Administrator Gary Hanson will be to plant fruit trees near the DeKalb 

County Outreach Center on Annie Glidden Road to provide a community orchard.   

 

Another small garden is located near the 1835 Miller-Ellwood cabin and the DCCG 

Genoa Ney Grange grow and maintain heirloom fruits and vegetables.   

 

He noted that such existing projects strongly demonstrate the DCCG’s commitment to 

establishing good partnerships and stewardship of the properties they maintain.  

 

He noted that the Old State Road site has a flood plain running through it that makes 

commercial or private use problematic.  He did note, though, that while the land does 

flood, the water does not stay long.  The DCCG has asked the County to retain the metal 

pole barn that currently exists on the property – though the house and another small 

building will be removed by the County Planning and Zoning Office and IEMA.  He 

commented that the soil is Drummer soil that should work well for the proposed variety 

of plantings they have in mind.  He then outlined where some raised beds could be placed 

as well as how the rest of the land could be used for root crops to shrubs to taller fruit and 

nut bearing trees.  This would provide the basis for the use of the land as a Food Forest. 

He noted that at the bottom of the layers of production would be groundcover plantings 

and shrubs such as elderberry, strawberries, beets or herbs.  

 

Mr. Kenney commented that there would also be a native prairie buffer developed on 

both sides of the stream for habitat and soil erosion benefits.  These locations could also 

be used for bee hives that would not only provide local honey, but would also be 

beneficial for plant propagation.  Many of the trees could also provide a windbreak and 

natural habitat.  There could be paths laid down for walking or bird-watching trails.  He 

noted that until the plants and trees could become established, it would likely be better to 

have controlled access at first. The group would like to see a fence placed along 



Thompson’s Road as well as a gate.  The property unfortunately had been used of late as 

something of a “party” site, and the fence and gate would help to deter that. 

 

Ms. Fauci asked about a firebreak to help with burns that would be done at the site.  Mr. 

Hannan noted that a mowed paths act as a very effective fire break in other Forest 

Preserve burn management areas.   

 

Ms. Haji-Sheikh noted that the diversity of the proposed plantings on the site would help 

greatly with the local bee population.  She noted that currently the County is not 

exceptionally food diverse.  

 

Mr. Jones asked if the DCCG currently had other sites as large as this one being 

proposed.  Mr. Kenney responded that they actually manage several lots of equivalent 

size.  Mr. Jones then asked if the DCCG had determined a cost for the proposed project. 

Mr. Kenney indicated that they were first looking for permission to use the property 

before really pinning down the exact costs.  He noted that his organization takes a layered 

approach to project development as funding is identified and becomes available.   

 

Mr. Brown noted that when he was younger, the principle of using a wide variety of 

plantings on farmsteads (from ground crops to tree crops and orchards ) was quite 

prevalent.  However, he did express some concerns about the potential for vandalism.  

 

Mr. Kenney and Ms. Haji-Sheikh noted that they work hard to enlist the neighboring 

properties to help with monitoring their sites.  The more the neighbors feel like partners, 

the more protective and observant they become.  

 

Mr. Cribben noted that it was a marvelous and very appealing idea at a grass roots level.  

However, he had some concerns about how they would keep the property as weed free as 

they do their other locations.   

 

Mr. Kenney responded that they are very experienced in controlling the weed population 

in the raised beds and they would also look into using methods that would self-control the 

weeds.  

 

Ms. Fauci then asked Ms. Doty for her input on the proposal.  Ms. Doty noted that she 

was especially pleased with how inclusive the proposal is across socio-economic levels. 

She was also quite pleased with the variety of research and educational opportunities the 

site could provide.  She noted that it is somewhat of a contradiction that while the County 

is a major food producer to the world, it actually provides very little food directly to the 

residents. She noted that the Farm-To-Schools program has also produced some 

phenomenal efforts.  This is made even more impressive by the fact that getting fresh, 

locally sourced food into the schools is a much more complex process than many would 

think. Regulation and oversight require that such programs really need very 

knowledgeable individuals.   

 



Ms. Haji-Sheikh gave a very inspirational speech regarding the at-risk youth who work in 

the gardens.  She noted that for many this was the first time they experienced a sense of 

accomplishment and ownership.  She also discussed a “Pizza Garden” project she had 

developed that was very successful and popular with the students involved.   

 

Ms. Fauci noted that the concept of a Food Forest is very intriguing. She asked if anyone 

knew what the tax status a property like this would have if it is considered to be 

“farmed”.  Mr. Kenney noted that the status of the DCCG as a not-for-profit organization 

ameliorates most of the taxes on the properties they steward. Ms. Fauci then asked how 

the arrangement between the Forest preserve and the DCCG would be structured for the 

property.  Mr. Hannan responded that partnerships like this between the District and 

DCCG fits with the Forest Preserve District mission to provide environmental education 

and restore habitat. This being a small acreage area compared to other forest preserves, a 

project like this seems like a good use of the land and DCCG would maintain and manage 

the site.  

 

Mr. Jones commented that it has been his observation that the property really does tend to 

flash flood, but agreed that the water does seem to drain off quickly.  His concern would 

be the speed the water moves while it is flooding.   

 

Ms. Fauci asked if there were any further comments or questions from the Committee.  

 

Mr. Hannan noted that the Planning and Zoning Committee would like to know if there is 

consensus that this would be a project the Forest Preserve Committee would support.  

The Committee acknowledged there is and unanimous consensus for that support.    

   

Ms. Fauci thanked Mr. Kenney for his very thorough presentation.  

   

GENERAL DISCUSSION: 

Mr. Hannan began by noting that the Trail project from Genoa to Russell Woods  was not 

able to be started this past year. Therefore the $5,000.00 donation approved for the 

project would be placed in reserve until they complete the project next year. Mr. Hannan 

then showed the committee some night sky photos from the Northwest Suburban 

Astronomers Society who frequent Afton and Potawatomi preserves on weekends.  

 

He then noted that the Shelter Houses at MacQueen, Russell Woods, Chief Shabbona and 

Sannauk are used every weekend esp. in winter by scout groups.  Forest Preserve staff 

cut, split and stack firewood for these cold weather month shelter use in late fall, winter 

and early spring. He showed the Committee some photos of those scouting recent events 

as well.  He noted that the sledding hills at Sannauk and Russell Woods, snowmobiling 

on the Great Western Trail, x-country skiing and even snow biking have been very 

popular this winter with all the snow. Forest Preserve staff has kept roads and parking 

lots snowplowed and open and thanks to DeKalb County Highway Dept. for help with 

sand and salt placement on icy forest preserve roads.    

 



Mr. Hannan noted that Ms. Doty also recently held a Master Naturalist program at the 

NREC that was very well attended.   

 

He then noted that the annual North American Audubon Christmas Bird count was held 

the previous weekend.  Sightings of note were a Pileated Woodpecker at Russell Woods 

and Bald Eagles.  In all over 51 bird species were observed in this years’ count.   

 

Mr. Hannan noted to the Committee photos of the Miller-Ellwood cabin work and FP 

staff working with adze and broadaxes on new oak logs to match the 1835 logs for cabin 

wall areas that need to be “filled in”.  They have opted not to add a stone fireplace to the 

structure as it has been determined to not be historically accurate for the cabin.  

Windows, doors and floor will also be worked on this winter.  Ms. Doty has used the 

cabin for teaching activities as it is within easy walking distance from the Natural 

Resource Education Center at Russell Woods.   

 

Ms. Fauci asked if there were a chance the Genoa Ney Grange funds mentioned at the 

last meeting might be used to enhance the Miller-Ellwood cabin where the Grange group 

has been meeting.  Mr. Hannan responded that there is actually another building, the old 

Pleasant Hill Schoolhouse they are discussing using the funds to move to the Miller-

Ellwood cabin site.   

 

Mr. Hannan noted that the paperwork has been submitted to the Army Corps of 

Engineers for a Wetland bank addition at Afton South ( see December Natural Resource 

Management Report ) .   

 

He also noted that the prairie seeds that were collected in 2013 by Mr. Roloff,  the land 

stewards and volunteers could be used by the DCCG at the Old State Road property to 

reduce the costs of the prairie habitat areas along the creek.   

 

Mr. Hannan noted that he and Mr. Roloff had also recently met with individuals at 

Northern Illinois University to discuss upcoming internship and education opportunities 

with the District.   

 

Another project that Mr. Hannan has been approached by a local biking group about is 

the establishment of an informational kiosk and air pump station on the Great Western 

Trail trailhead.   He noted that he would meet with the group proposing to donate funds.  

He will discuss timing and placement in 2014.   

 

He then noted that he had recently received a call about scheduling the annual Sycamore 

St. Mary’s “Hustle at Russell” 5K fundraiser is scheduled for April 2014 at Russell 

Woods.   

 

He noted that sledding, x-country skiing, snowmobiling and even snow biking are 

activities in the winter snow.  There were some trees that had come down across trails at 

Nehring FP recently – but they have been cut up and removed to allow the skiers to get 



back to using the trails.  There will also be upcoming discussions regarding the “Bike 

Friendly” project for bikers in DeKalb County.   

 

Mr. Hannan then provided the Committee an example of the PDRMA ( Park District Risk 

Management Agency)  monthly buildings and grounds safety  inspection reports at 16 

forest preserves that FP staff complete. Vehicle safety reports are also turned in monthly. 

PDRMA insures and manages risk for over 130 Park Districts and 8 forest preserve 

districts in Illinois. 

Ms. Fauci noted that she requested that the Committee members if there were any 

questions regarding the monthly bills and to ask for any questions or clarification as 

needed.  Mr. Hannan commented that there is also a line-item key in the FP Committee 

budget information showing what certain expense items typically are for.     

Ms. Fauci then asked if Ms. Doty wanted to share anything with the Committee.  Ms. 

Doty began by handing out a flyer for the upcoming WinterFest at Russell Woods to be 

held on January 18, 2014.  She noted that the event is always held on the third Saturday 

in January. She noted that the event is focused on the season, not snow, so it is not 

cancelled if there is no snow.   

 

On January 29, 2014 Ms. Doty will also be doing a presentation on the return of large 

predators to the County.  The annual Maple Syrup event will be held on the first Saturday 

in March.   

 

She also reported on a growing partnership between the Hoppe Farm and the Sycamore 

History Museum on a 4
th

 grade program.  The concept is to tie Natural history based on 

local history.  A grant has been obtained to assist with and hopefully expand the program.  

The first trial run included the Train Depot, North School and then a trip out to the Hoppe 

Farm (with the children shown both the original farm site and where it is today).  The 

DeKalb County Community Foundation Hs provided a grant to expand the program 

offerings and to introduce mapping technology as well.  Ms. Doty and the teaching 

partners are also seeking a Federal grant as well.   

 

Ms. Doty then reported that he son Mitchell Doty (who has practically grown up at the 

NREC) is a high school senior this year and they took his senior pictures at Russell.  

Given the amount of time he has spent at the site as a volunteer, this was a very moving 

experience.   

 

Ms. Doty noted that if anyone has questions of wants to volunteer to please give her a call 

or come on out to the NREC.  She noted that despite the funding issues and challenges 

that they have faced, they are still seeing and benefitting thousands of children.    

 

Ms. Doty closed by noting that the NREC library expansion project at Russell Woods is 

about complete.   

 

COMMITTEE MEMBER COMMENTS 

Ms. Fauci asked if any of the Committee members had any comments. Hearing none, the 

then expressed her sincere thanks to the Committee and FP staff for their work and 



efforts. She went on to note that  she was nearing the end of her tenure as FP Committee 

Chair in late 2014. 

 

ADJOURMENT 

Ms. Haji-Sheikh moved to adjourn, seconded by Ms. DeFauw. The motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Julia Fauci, Chairperson 

Forest Preserve District Committee 

JF:kjr 



DeKalb County Community 
Gardens

Presentation by Dan Kenney
President and Director



What We Are Doing In DeKalb County 
To Close the Food Gap





•DeKalb County Community Gardens

•Local Food Security Summit and Council

•DeKalb County Food Hub and Processing Center

•DeKalb County Farms to Schools 



DeKalb County Community 
Gardens Today

• Over 37 garden sites County Wide ( 14 schools and 25 
community sites) 

• Over 200 garden beds
• Over 10 Acres of Food Growing Area
• In Our First Year Over 2,500 pounds of produce given to 

food pantries and Feed em Soup (Local feeding site.)
• This year we have donated over 14,000 pounds of food 

thus far. 
• DCCG has developed over 70 community partnerships & 

sponsors; including businesses, organizations, agencies, 
and municipalities. 

















Local Food Security Summit









Contact Information

• Dan Kenney
• 815-793-0950
• dkenney53@hotmail.com
• www.dekalbgardens.org
• DeKalb County Community Gardens on 

Face Book 




