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DeKalb County Government 
Sycamore, Illinois 

 
Health and Human Services Committee Minutes 

February 3, 2014 
 

The Health and Human Services Committee of the DeKalb County Board met on Monday, 
February 3, 2014 at 6:30 p.m. in the Administration Building’s Conference Room East.  
Chairman DeFauw called the meeting to order. Those Members present were Mr. Johnson, Mr. 
Metzger, Mr. Tyson and Mr. Whelan. Mr. Emerson was absent. Others present were Valerie 
Perez, Patrick DuCharm, Jane Lux, Lesly Wicks and Donna Moulton. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

It was moved by Mr. Johnson, seconded by Mr. Whelan, and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the minutes from December 2, 2013. 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

It was moved by Mr. Tyson, seconded by Mr. Metzger, and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the agenda. 

HERITAGE WOODS 

Valerie Perez and Patrick DuCharm shared with the Committee a report about Heritage Woods. 
Mr. DuCharm shared with the committee that Heritage Woods is located on Annie Glidden Road 
in DeKalb and it is an alternative facility to a nursing home for older adults who may need some 
help. The facility serves adults 65 and older. The rooms replicate one-bedroom studio apartments 
that helps the resident feel like they live alone but still have 24-7 Certified Nursing Assistants 
available and the protection of an emergency call system.  

Ms. Perez R.N. also shared the facility also provides residents with a medication assistance 
program, house cleaning and provide three meals a day; the residents can cook for themselves, 
but are encouraged to eat at least two out of the three meals a day with the rest of the community. 
Heritage Woods has an Activities Coordinator and other accommodations include an activity 
room, beauty/barber shop, convenience store, dining room, exercise room, library, patio and 
television lounge. 

Mr. DuCharm further indicated that last year the facility had 98% percent occupancy and right 
now they are at 95%. He further shared that because they are “affordable” one issue that they do 
run into is having to deal with Medicaid. Processing Medicaid is a long process with a large 
amount of paperwork involved and it takes an average of eight months for the paperwork to be 
approved. They take a huge risk, but they are the only facility in the area that will accept a 
resident Medicaid pending.  
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Mr. Whelan asked if the Heritage Woods facility takes mentally challenged citizens. Ms. Perez 
indicated that as a state regulation if a person has a primary diagnosis of mental illness on their 
health charts, the facility would not be able to accept them but if someone has depression or 
anxiety as a second or third diagnosis they can.  

Mr. Johnson said that he understood the facility took Medicaid funding and asked if they take 
any other assisted funding. Mr. DuCharm answered that there is Veteran’s Assistance Funding 
that is also accepted. Mr. Tyson also asked if someone did not having funding assistance, how 
much would it cost someone to be able to live there. It was answered that the studio apartment is 
$3800 a month, which includes everything such as meals, house cleaning, the C.N.A.s and the 
Nursing. 

Lastly discussed was a little more information about funding and Ms. Perez explained her role as 
the facilities Registered Nursing. They also wanted to make sure that everyone was aware that 
they do currently have occupancies in their DeKalb facility. The Committee thanked their guests 
from Heritage Woods after their informational report. 

APPROVAL FOR WELL SEALING FEE – JANE LUX 

DeKalb County Health Department Director, Jane Lux visited the Health and Human Services 
Committee in hopes to bring forward a Resolution to establish a new fee for the Health 
Department for a permit to seal old abandoned wells. The purpose of an environmental 
inspection and permit for well sealing is to assure the well is sealed correctly so that the aquifer 
is not contaminated. She explained that the Illinois Water Well Construction Code had been 
revised to require a permit for the sealing of the old and abandoned wells and that the DeKalb 
County Code indicates that the County follows the State Code. She also shared that the Health 
Department Staff did a fee survey of ten other surrounding Health Departments and estimated 
actual direct costs for doing the inspection and permit. The Board of Health, on January 28th, 
voted to recommend to the County Board a fee of $75.00 for the well sealing permit which 
would be effective March 1st. 

Mr. Metzger moved to forward the fee of $75.00 for the well sealing permit for the Health 
Department, Mr. Tyson seconded the motion and it carried unanimously by voice vote. 

HOPE HAVEN REPORT – LESLY WICKS 

Lesly Wicks, Executive Director of Hope Haven came to the HHS Committee to give an update 
on Hope Haven. She shared that the biggest update she had to share was the Hope Haven paid 
off their expansion, which was in the amount of $1.1 million that they had a three year 0% loan 
on. The last payment was made in December and that was with no State or Federal dollars, it was 
all local money. Ms. Wicks continued to share that the expansion added 30 beds but they have 
already seen a positive impact from the addition. Every year Hope Haven is required by HUD to 
do a “Point in Time” which is shows how many sheltered and unsheltered homeless citizens 
there are in the area. Prior to the expansion there were 43 unsheltered homeless in the 
community and in December of 2012, after the expansion was open there were 13 and in 2013 
there were only 3. This January they had not found any, which could be due to the extreme cold 
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conditions but she did indicate there are currently none that she knows of and if there is it is by 
their choice.  

Ms. Wicks also shared one of the biggest challenges that Hope Haven has faced lately is the 
closing of Singer Mental Health Center, which has had a huge impact on the population at the 
facility. She also said that Hope Haven’s psychiatric care has really strengthened. January 1, 
2015 the facility is going to open 12 units for severely mentally ill people at the shelter. They’re 
goal is to transition out of their regular transitionally housing for families and go with a new 
model of rapid rehousing.  So for those 12 units that are currently for transitionally housing they 
will be turned into permanent single occupancy units for severely mentally ill people, she added 
that those are the types of people that are the hardest for them to serve. Ms. Wicks shared a 
couple of stories that proved that there are multiple residents in the community that need intense 
ongoing supervision and to make sure they are taking the correct medication which is what these 
future units will be used for. It was also discussed that there will be security and added cameras 
in and around the facility. 

Ms. Wicks continued to explain a little more about the concept of rapid housing and working 
closer with the DeKalb County Housing Authority. And lastly touched on the big challenge of 
the poverty rate in DeKalb County and how that affects the occupancy at Hope Haven. The 
Committee thanked Ms. Wicks for returning with such a positive and informational update. 

COMMUNITY SERVICES UPDATE & FEMA REPORT – DONNA MOULTON 

Ms. Donna Moulton, Director of DeKalb County Community Services Department, presented 
her department’s annual report to the Committee. Ms. Moulton indicated that one thing her 
department is really working on is they are really trying to find the most effective way going 
forward to more institutionalize that model of not having citizens only come in for funding 
assistance but really more pushing the message that they want to help people become more self-
sufficient. She continued that they are really trying to figure out how to best be responsive to 
citizens and help them get connected to the services within the community that they need but 
also address the factors of sustainability and self-sufficiency as well. There were more clients 
seen this year than last year but one of the things that Ms. Moulton would like to see is building 
more lasting relationships, so that they have more people visiting on a regular basis and able to 
get the assistance they need going forward. 

Ms. Moulton also shared with the committee information regarding the department Tax Clinic. 
She shared their handout for the Community Services Community Action’s Free Tax Preparation 
Assistance Program. She shared that the department was blown out of the water last year by the 
amount of residents that took part in this program; she was very pleased with the turnout. Donna 
also shared information about an incentive program that they are adding this year that is paired 
with their tax preparations. The incentive program promotes asset building. The Community 
Services Department is really starting to help their clients look at ways to plan for the future in 
meaningful ways.  
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The third quarter senior tax spreadsheet was handed out to the Committee. Ms. Moulton also 
reminded everyone that next month’s meeting the Senior Tax Packets will be handed out. The 
Committee and Ms. Moulton continued to review the senior tax spreadsheet. She also gave the 
Committee a little insight on what to expect for the upcoming senior tax allocation but indicated 
that this year there will be less funds to distribute than last year. 

Ms. Moulton also touched on Community Gardens and provided the Committee with a brief 
update of what is happening on her end with the Community Gardens Program. 

Lastly, Donna updated the Committee on recently happenings with the FEMA Board. She 
continued that the Board is currently on Phase – 31 and provided everyone with a list of 
allocations and what agencies were awarded with funds. These funds are secondary funds for 
these agencies and the amounts awarded have to be 50% or less of their operating costs. Ms. 
Moulton also shared that the FEMA Board will be going from having semi-annual meetings to 
quarterly meetings and announced they Board has changed their applications and would like to 
do some site visits to some of the different locations to make sure they are following regulations 
to be able to be awarded the allocated funds. The Committee thanked Ms. Moulton for all her 
reports and updates. 

ADJOURNMENT 

It was moved by Mr. Tyson, seconded by Mr. Whelan, and it was carried unanimously to adjourn 
the meeting. 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

       _______________________________ 

       Sally DeFauw, Chairman 

_______________________________ 

Tasha Stogsdill, Recording Secretary  
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