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The Law and Justice Committee of the DeKalb County Board met on Monday, August 
20, 2012 at 6:30p.m. in the DeKalb County Administration Building’s Conference 
Room East.  Chairman Marlene Allen called the meeting to order.  Members present 
were Ken Andersen, Riley Oncken, Steve Reid, Anita Turner and Derek Tyson.  Others 
present were Robert Carlson, Mr. Tom McCulloch, Margi Gilmour, Clay Campbell, 
Marilyn Stromborg, Michael Stuckert, Richard Schmack and Kim Green. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Moved by Mr. Oncken, seconded by Mr. Reid, and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the amended minutes from July 16, 2012. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Moved by Ms. Turner, seconded by Mr. Tyson, and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the agenda as presented. 

 

DISCUSSION OF THE STATE’S ATTORNEY’S DRUG COURT EVALUATION – MR. 
CLAY CAMPBELL 

DeKalb County State’s Attorney Clay Campbell, briefly explained his evaluation of the 
Drug Court Program to the committee again.  He said that he is trying to clean up the 
problems in Drug Court and made suggested improvements to the program.  He had 
no intention of ever freezing drug court.  He was uncomfortable with certain situations 
that were going on in Drug Court.   He said that ultimately he is the person 
responsible for the individuals allowed into the Drug Court Program.  He said that he 
keeps an eye on the program since he is concerned about public safety. 

He further explained the process of the drug court program.  He said that the 
individual’s name comes to John Farrell, Assistant State’s Attorney, in Mr. Campbell’s 
office, who in turn, notifies Mr. Campbell about them.  Mr. Campbell then consults 
with local law enforcement officers about the case before he makes a decision.  He said  
that this is because these are people who are facing serious felony charges, so this is a 
very important process.   He did say that if Ms. Stromborg did suggest a person for the 
program to him that he has hardly said no. 



 

Because of his concern for public safety, he brought to the attention of the committee 
that since their last meeting where he handed out his evaluation to them to review, 
there have been arrests made,  which involved 2 past graduates of Drug Court.  One 
was arrested for residential burglary and the other person was arrested for Aggravated 
Criminal Abuse of a Minor.  These are two very serious crimes, he said. 

Mr. Campbell feels that the drug court program and his office need to keep close track 
of these people involved in the program because public safety is paramount.  He said 
that there are many people who have graduated from the program where the County 
has invested in them and they have successfully become part of our community.  
Some relationships in the program have become cozy and we need to realize that they 
are criminally charged individuals.  Some of the funding for the Drug Court Program 
comes from federal grants.  If those funds should stop coming to us the County then 
will have to make a decision on whether it wants to invest in the program.  He feels 
that it is their responsibility to continue to be transparent.  We need to have a healthy 
conversation about the program, like we are tonight. 

Chairman Allen asked Mr. Campbell what happens to those two individuals now. 

Mr. Campbell said that he would firmly refuse to allow them back into the Drug Court 
Program. 

Mr. Oncken asked Mr. Campbell that since his evaluation has been passed out since 
last month’s meeting, has anything happened between his office and the Drug Court 
Staff. 

Mr. Campbell said that John Farrell, Assistant State’s Attorney in his office, said that 
he has had some very good productive meetings with the Judicial and Drug Court 
staff.  He also mentioned that his office and Judge Stuckert, along with the Drug 
Court staff will be holding a luncheon meeting in October to discuss the Drug Court 
Program. 

Ms. Turner asked Mr. Campbell if he should have attended the May 2012 Law and 
Justice Committee Meeting when the Drug Court staff, Judge Stuckert and other 
judges shared their ideas and information on drug courts.   

Mr. Campbell said that he didn’t think that he should have come to the meeting, first 
because there was an on-going investigation going on with regards to Drug Court.  He 
also felt that the issue was getting ahead of itself and at the time it was not beneficial 
for him to attend. 

Mr. Reid asked Mr. Campbell how many inmates in the County Jail are drug 
offenders. 

Mr. Campbell said that he did not know but that he could get that information for Mr. 
Reid. 

Mr. Andersen said that he understood why Mr. Campbell couldn’t speak on the issue 
because of the ongoing investigation with regards to the Drug Court Program.  He said 
that he applauds Mr. Campbell for evaluating the program. 



 

He felt that not only the drug court should be scrutinized every once in a while but 
most of us, even county board members should be too.   

Mr. Andersen then asked the committee to consider removing the “admonishment” 
resolution that was passed at the May County Board meeting, which encouraged Mr. 
Campbell to continue the drug court program even though there was an ongoing 
investigation.  He further stated that he does not think that we can admonish an 
elected official.  

Mr. Andersen said that he would move this recommendation to the full board.  Mr. 
Tyson seconded the motion.  The motion failed as there were 3 no votes, 1 person 
abstain and 2 yes votes.  The three no votes were Ms. Allen, Mr. Oncken and Ms. 
Turner.  Mr. Reid abstained. 

Chairman Allen said that she has invited Judge Stuckert to their September meeting 
to give her response to the State’s Attorney’s evaluation on the Drug Court Program. 

 

PUBLIC DEFENDER’S REPORT 

Mr. Robert Carlson, Acting Public Defender, introduced the new Interim Public 
Defender, Mr. Thomas McCulloch to the committee.  Mr. McCulloch introduced 
himself to the committee and said that he started in the Public Defender’s office on 
August 8, 2012.  He said that the department is holding their own.  He felt that the 
numbers of cases that they are handling are enormous. The committee welcomed Mr. 
McCulloch to DeKalb County.   

 

COURT SERVICES REPORT  

Ms. Margi Gilmour, Director of DeKalb County Court Services Department, said that 
in her adult court services report that there were 18 new cases.  The adult court 
service officers are handling about 100 cases each.  She is seeing a significant drop in 
community service hours.   

In her juvenile court services report they had 4 admissions in July with 3 for the first 
time and 1 for the third time.  

Ms. Gilmour mentioned that there are 3 kids in the Safehouse now.  They have one of 
the kids in independent living, too. 

Ms. Gilmour said that they are trying to re-institute the Juvenile Justice Council.  
There are certain members of the judiciary and her office that will be meeting on 
August 30, 2012.  She has also invited the Chairman of the Board to attend. 

 

JAIL REPORT 



Chairman Allen said that the Jail Report shows that the average daily population for 
the month of July 2012 was 146 inmates.   

 

Mr. Andersen said that it would be nice to have the person who is writing the Jail 
Report to include the last 3 or 6 months of average daily population numbers for the 
committee to refer to.   

Mr. Tyson wanted to know why the presentenced number was so large? 

The committee members did not know. 

Mr. Tyson said the he did not know how you can have 146 inmates in the population 
report and then show 322 presentences.  He wanted to know how that could be. 

The committee said that they would need to get the answers to these questions from 
the Sheriff. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Moved by Mr. Oncken, seconded by Ms. Turner, and it was carried unanimously to 
adjourn the meeting. 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

      ___________________________________   

      Marlene Allen, Chairman 

 

 

____________________________________    

Mary Supple, Secretary 
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