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DeKalb County Government
Sycamore, Illinois
Health & Human Services Committee Minutes
November 4, 2019
The Health and Human Services Committee of the DeKalb County Board met on Monday,
November 4, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Outreach Building’s Conference Room West
in DeKalb, Illinois. Chairman Porterfield called the meeting to order. Those Members present
were Mr. Tim Bagby, Mr. Scott Campbell, Ms. Rukisha Crawford, Mrs. Karen Cribben, Ms.
Maureen Little, Ms. Linda Slabon, Mr. Larry West, and Chairman Chris Porterfield. A quorum
was established with all seven Members present.
Others present were Lisa Gonzalez, Greg Maurice, Deanna Cada and her Intern.
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
It was moved by Mr. West, seconded by Ms. Slabon and it was carried unanimously to
approve the agenda as presented.
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES
It was moved by Ms. Crawford, seconded by Mr. Campbell and it was carried unanimously
to approve the minutes from the October 7, 2019 Committee Meeting.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
There were no public comments made.
APPROVAL OF AMENDMENTS TO THE DEKALB COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL
ORDINANCE
DeKalb County Public Health Administrator Lisa Gonzalez and Greg Maurice Director of Health
Protection joined the Committee to present some amendments to DeKalb County’s Animal
Control Ordinance. The Board of Health has reviewed and approved the proposed amendments
at their last meeting as well. Ms. Gonzalez shared that in early September she received
notification that the State of Illinois passed a law relating to cats and rabies inoculation tags. It
was something that the County Health Department was looking into because some Counties have
voluntarily added that to their Ordinances but there was not an intention to have to move it
forward so quickly accept now for the fact that it is a law it is mandatory. The Committee
received the current Ordinance with the proposed highlighted initial changes to reflect the new
law that goes into effect January 1, 2020.
The Committee and guests reviewed the proposed amendments and asked any questions or
requested clarifications on any issues they felt were unclear.
It was moved by Ms. Slabon, seconded by Mrs. Cribben and approved unanimously to
forward the Ordinance to the full County Board recommending its approval.
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IMPACT OF CANNABIS LEGALIZATION ON HEALTH PROVIDERS / SOCIAL
SERVICES / EDUCATION
Ms. Gonzalez thanked the Committee for inviting her to speak on behalf of the Public Health’s
side of the upcoming legalization of recreational cannabis. Ms. Gonzalez shared, as many well
know, there are still many things changing with the law to this day but what she did know is
there is that the Public Health Departments will have no strong enforcement role relating to
cannabis. She proceeding through her presentation by providing a PowerPoint that illustrated:
General Cannabis Health Impact Information, Marijuana and Youth: DeKalb County
Perspective, Additional Public Health Considerations, and Lessons Learned from Colorado.
Ms. Gonzalez shared that in the 1960’s and 70’s the THC Levels found in Marijuana were 2-3%
they are now 20-99%. She additionally reviewed the health impacts of cannabis from the CDC
and the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine.
In 2018, 88% of DeKalb County High Schools participated in the Illinois Youth Survey which
asked: Did you use Marijuana in the past 30 days? 14% of 10th graders used Marijuana and 19%
used E-Cigarettes. 25% of 12th graders used Marijuana and 29% used E-Cigarettes. For the 12th
graders, among users in the past 30 days, they have used Marijuana by: Smoking it (joint) 92%,
Vapor Pen 48%, Edibles 38%, and Other 11%. It was clarified that these are numbers before it
has even been legalized within the State of Illinois. According to the National Institute on Drug
Abuse, in states without legalized Marijuana, 8.3% of high school seniors report consuming
edibles compared to 16.7% of seniors in states in where medical Marijuana is legal.
Other public health considerations and a major one that the County’s Public Health Department
will be focused on is Marijuana’s impact on maternal and child health. Given the concern for
potential adverse effects on the fetus with maternal cannabis use, the American College of
Obstetricians and Gynecologists recommends against the use of cannabis products in pregnant
women. Despite this recommendation, Marijuana is being used by pregnant women, sometimes
with “permission” of the physician or on the advice of Marijuana Dispensaries.
Ms. Gonzalez reviewed what lessons can be learned from Colorado. She also she has been
working with the Northern Illinois Public Health Consortium in drafting a letter to the Illinois
Department of Public Health with their concerns to address in rulemaking regarding recreational
cannabis. Their concerns are: Setting limit to THC concentration, Curtail illegal sales by
ensuring adequate recordkeeping, Take precautions to limit black market entrepreneurs, Protect
local healthcare providers, Protect the public’s health, Ensure adequate product labeling, Clarify
roles and funding for inspection and/or enforcement, and Ensure adequate resources for
substance abuse treatment and mental health services.
The Committee discussed recreational cannabis further and how it will affect DeKalb County.
Ms. Slabon was a bit concerned that the presentation did not have any details of the positive
affects that cannabis can have on the older adult populations with depression, anxiety, loss of
sleep, chronic pain, PTSD. She felt having at least one slide that touched on those positive
effects would be beneficial. Ms. Gonzalez noted that she has that type of information that she
could incorporate into the presentation as well as noted that medical cannabis and recreational
cannabis are two completely different topics and that the Health Department currently helps
individual’s sign-up to obtain medical cannabis cards.
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The Committee further discussed and agreed and requested Ms. Gonzalez to incorporate a slide
regarding the benefits of medical cannabis and then forward it on to be send to the entire County
Board prior to the Committee of the Whole Meeting next week. The Committee thanked Ms.
Gonzalez for her informative presentation.
DeKalb County Community Mental Health Board Director Deanna Cada additionally joined the
Committee to discuss the impact of the legalization of cannabis on Social Services. Ms. Cada
shared that she reached out to the local social service agencies and asked them what impacts they
think they may feel after January 1st when recreational cannabis becomes legal in the State of
Illinois.
Ms. Cada shared 12 out of 20 local social service agencies answered her survey. The majority of
agencies do not anticipate any change in policy. For agencies that receive Federal Funding, they
must maintain Drug-Free Workplaces. A few agencies indicated that they will stop drug testing
potential new hired. Their greatest concern is how to test for impairment at work and two of the
agencies had not even discussed legalization of cannabis at their agency yet.
As for programming, agencies that work with youth do not anticipate changes in programming.
Agencies that receive Federal Funds cannot support or allow use of cannabis for clients, even if
medically prescribed. Agencies will provide information to clients on impacts of cannabis use;
especially with pregnant/parenting clients and possession while engaged in agency programs.
Lastly, considerations for the Mental Health Board are educational opportunities for agency
staff; policy implications such as training, communication strategies, and monitoring and
evaluation; organizational policy implications such as housing implications, education, health
care, and transportation.
ADJOURNMENT
It was moved by Mr. West, seconded by Ms. Little, and it was carried unanimously to
adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

_____________________________
Chris Porterfield, Chairman

______________________________
Tasha Sims, Recording Secretary

Note: These minutes are not official until approved by the Health and Human Services
Committee at a subsequent meeting. Please refer to the meeting minutes
when these minutes are approved to obtain any changes to these minutes.

Attachment A

Chapter 10-ANIMALSl^
Footnotes:

Cross reference— Health and sanitation, ch. 38.

State Law reference— Illinois Animal Control Act, 510 ILCS 5/1 et seq,; Illinois Humane Care for

Animals Act, 510 ILCS 70/1 et seq. Illinois Animal Welfare Act 225 ILCS 650/1 et seq; Illinois Domestic
Animas Running At Large Act 510 ILCS 55/1 etseq; Illinois Public Health and Safety Animal Populatiori
Control Act 510 ILCS 55/1 et seq
ARTICLE I.-IN GENERAL
Sees. 10-1—10-18. - Reserved.

ARTICLE 11.-DOG OR CATS
Sec. 10-19. - Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed
to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:
-Administrator^ means a veterinarian licensed by the state and appointed pursuant to the Illinois Animal
Control Act, or in the event a veterinarian cannot be found and appointed pursuant to the Act, a non-

veterinarian may serve as administrator under this Act. In the event the administrator is not a veterinarian,
the administrator shall defer to the veterinarian regarding all medical decisions.
Animal Control Act means the Illinois Animal Control Act(510 ILCS 5/1 et seq.).

Animal control warden means any person appointed by the administrator to perform duties as assigned
by the administrator to effectuate this article.
Cat means all members of the family Felidae.

Companion Animal mans any domestic dog (canis lupus familiaris) or domestic cat (fells catus).

Continuous means that the noise continues with no interruptions or only unreasonably brief
interruptions:
Dog means all members of the family Canidae.

Feral cat means a cat that (i) is born in the wild or Is the offspring of an owned or feral cat and is not
socialized, (ii) is a formerly owned cat that has been abandoned and is no ionger sociaiized, or (iii) iives
on a farm.

Kennel shall mean any lot or premises, or portion thereof, whether public or private, on which more
than five dogs, five cats, or five other household domestic animals over six months of age are kept or on
which more than two such animals are maintained, boarded, bred, or cared for in return for remunerations
or are kept for the purpose of sale.

Leash means a cord, rope, strap or chain which shall be securely fastened to the collar or harness of
a dog and shall be of sufficient strength to keep the dog under control.
Nuisance dog means a dog which growls, snaps at, runs after, or chases any person or persons not
on the premises of the owner or keeper. A dog that runs after or chases bicycles, motor vehicles,

motorcycles, or other vehicles being driven, pulled, or pushed on the streets, highways or public ways. A
dog which runs on a roadway causing a traffic hazard, or is involved in a traffic accident. A dog which digs,
scratches, excretes, or causes waste/garbage to be scattered on property other than its owner's. If whether
alone or in a pack with other dogs, it threatens, bites, attacks, or preys on human beings, game animals,
domestic animals, or fowl.

Owner means any person having a right of property in an animal, or who keeps or harbors an animal,
or who has it in his care, or acts as its custodian, or who knowingly permits a dog or cat to remain on any

premises occupied by him or her. "Owner" does not include a feral cat caretaker participating in a trap,
spay/neuter, return or release program.

Person means any person, firm, corporation, partnership, society, association or other legal entity, any
public or private institution, the state, municipal corporation or political subdivision of the state, or any other
business unit.

Pound means any facility approved by the administrator for the purpose of enforcing this article and
used as a shelter for seized, stray, homeless, abandoned or unwanted dog or cats.

Stray dog means a dog not on the premises of the owner and not under the control of the owner by
leash or other recognized control methods.

(Code 1979, §4-11; Ord. No. 2007-22, 11-21-07; Ord. No. 2016-15, 11-16-16)
Cross reference— Definitions generally, § 1-2.
Sec. 10-20. - Owner's duties.

Each owner shall provide for each of his animals;

(1) Sufficient quantity of good quality, wholesome food and water;
(2) Adequate shelter and protection from the weather:

(3) Veterinary care when needed to prevent suffering: and
(4)

Humane care and treatment.

(Ord. No. 2016-15, 11-16-16)
Sec. 10-21. - Barking dog.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person in the unincorporated areas of the county that are subdivided for
residential purposes, or within 500 feet of such areas of unincorporated county, to own, keep, have in

his possession, or harbor any dog which, by frequent or habitual howling, yelping, barking, or

otherwise, shall cause annoyance or disturbance to any person, provided that the provisions of this
section shall not apply to any animal shelter, veterinary hospital or clinic.

(b) A person shall not be found to be in violation of this article unless sufficient evidence is presented,
which evidence shall include at least one of the following:

(1) A complaint made by one person, which is accompanied by audio or video recordings depicting
ten or more minutes of continuous howling, yelping, barking or otherwise.

(2) Complaints made by two or more persons, residing In different households, regarding the same
dog(s) and owner(s), keeper(s) or harborer(s): or

(3) A complaint made by one neighbor, but which is corroborated by a responding officer who
observes at least ten minutes of continuous howling, yelping, barking or otherwise.

(Ord. No. 2016-15, 11-16-16)
Sec. 10-22. - Enforcement.

(a) The administrator may appoint as many deputy administrators and animal control wardens to aid him
in enforcing this article as the county board shall authorize.

(be) The county board may utilize monies from the general fund to effectuate the provisions of this article.
(cd) The administrator, deputy administrator and animal control wardens in enforcing this article, are
clothed with the police powers set forth in section 5 of the Illinois Animal Control Act(510 ILCS 5/5).

(Code 1979, §4-12; Ord. No. 2007-22, 11-21-07)
Sec. 10-23. - Dog running at large; apprehension.
(a) Any dog in the county found running at large contrary to the provisions of the Animal Control Act, or
a nuisance dog as defined in this article may be apprehended. For this purpose, the administrator shall
use any existing or available pound, per 510 ILCS 5/9.

(b)

When a dog has been impounded, the administrator shall cause notice of this event to be given to the
owner of the dog, if that person is known. Such notice may be given by telephone, by personal service
or by mail to the last known address of the owner. The notice shall advise the owner that redemption
of the animal must occur no later than seven business days from the reooipt of notico of impoundment
of the animal. Testimony of the administrator or his/her authorized agent who mails such notice shall
be evidence of the receipt of such notice by the owner of the animal.

(c)

If the owner of any dog which was impounded pursuant to this section desires to redeem the animal,
redemption may be completed by doing all of the following:
(1)

(2)

Paying all applicable fees including pickup fees charged by the county and board fees charged
by the holding pound and any fees for the treatment of injuries or illness to the animal.

Providing satisfactory proof to the administrator that the dog has been inoculated and purchased
a rabies inoculation tag. If either inoculation or tag purchase has not been currently accomplished

at such time, the dog shall be brought into full compliance with the inoculation and inoculation tag
before the dog shall be released.
(d)

Prior to the fulfillment of the seven-day holding period, at the discretion of the administrator, animals
severely injured, aggressive, or ill may be humanely dispatched.

(e)

Dog not redeemed by the owner in accordance with the provisions of this article shall be offered to a
licensed animal shelter or rescue group for adoption, or humanely dispatched or offered for adoption
as defined under the animal control act.

(f)

A person commits a violation of this section when he owns, possesses or harbors a dog which is at
large, or is a nuisance as defined in this article. For the purposes of this paragraph, a dog Is at large
when it is off its custodian's premises and not under his/her control.

(Code 1979,§ 4-13; Ord. No. 2002-03, 12-19-01; Ord. No. 2007-22,11-21-07; Ord. No.
2016-15, 11-16-16)
Sec. 10-24. - Disposition of unclaimed dog or cats.
Dog or cats apprehended and impounded without rabies tag, collar or other identification shall be
offered to a licensed animal shelter or rescue group for adoption, or humanely dispatched or offered for
adoption if not claimed within three working business days and in the manner set forth in this article. Prior

to the fulfillment of the three day holding period, at the discretion of the administrator, animals severely
injured, aggressive, or ill may be humanely dispatched.

(Code 1979, §4-14; Ord. No. 2016-15, 11-16-16)
Sec. 10-25. - Inoculation against rabies; rabies inoculation tags.

(a)

Every owner of a dog or cat four months or more of age, who is a resident of the county, is required
to have the animal inoculated against rabies as denoted in the Animal Control Act.

(b)

Every dog or cat shall have a second rabies vaccination within one year of the first vaccination and

every year thereafter. However, if the vaccine used is one recognized by the state department of
agriculture for a three-year period of immunity, and the dog or cat is over 12 months of age at the time
of inoculation, the interval between inoculations may be extended to three years.

(c) Evidence of such rabies inoculation shall be entered on a certificate, the form provided by the animal
control program division. The Inoculation certificate shall be signed by a licensed veterinarian
administering the vaccine and a copy provided to the animal control division.

(d) Veterinarians who inoculate a dog or cat shall procure from the animal control division serially
numbered rabies inoculations tags, one to be issued with each inoculation certificate.

(e) County dog or cat owners who inoculate their dog or cat at out-of-county veterinarians shall have ten
days from the date of inoculation to purchase a rabies inoculation tag.
(f) Failure to obtain and maintain a current rabies inoculation tag shall be a violation of this article.
(g) Fees chargeable in connection with this article shall be set by the county board. A fee schedule shall
be maintained in the office of the county clerk and the county health department. The fee schedule
shall be available for review and copying by the public. Feral cats are exemptfrom purchasing a rabies
inoculation tag.

{Ord. No. 2007-22, 11-21-07)

Editor's note— Ord. No. 2007-22, adopted November 21, 2007, amended the Code by
repealing former § 10-25, and adding a new § 10-25. Former § 10-25 pertained to
registration and fees, and derived from the Code of 1979,§ 4-15.
Sec. 10-26. - Violations and penalties.

Any person violating or aiding in or abetting the violation of any provisions of this article, except section

10-22, or counterfeiting or foregoing any registration certificate, permit or tag, or making any
misrepresentation in regard to any matter prescribed by this article, or resisting, obstructing or impeding

the administrator or any authorized officer in enforcing this article, or refusing to produce for inoculation any
dog or cat in his possession not confined at all times to an enclosed area, or who removes a tag from a dog

or cat for purposes of destroying or concealing its identity, is guilty of an offense and is subject to
punishment as provided in section 1-13 of this Code.

(Code 1979, §4-16)

Sec. 10-27. - Reimbursement of owner of domestic animals killed or injured by dog or cats.
Any owner having sheep, goats, cattle, horses, mules, swine or poultry killed or injured by a dog or cat
shall be reimbursed for such losses in accordance within the Animal Control Act, pursuant to 610 ILCS
5/19.

(Code 1979, §4-17)
Sec. 10-28. - Reimbursement schedule.

The following is the schedule of maximum damages to be paid to owners of animals which are
destroyed or injured by dog or cats within the county;
(1) For goats killed or injured, $30.00 per head.
(2) For cattle killed or injured, $300.00 per head.
(3) For horses or mules killed or injured, $200.00 per head.
(4) For swine killed or injured, $50.00 per head.
(5) For turkeys killed or injured, $5.00 per head.
(6) For sheep killed or injured, $30.00 per head.

(7) For all poultry, other than turkeys, $1.00 per head.

(Ord. No. 2016-15. 11-16-16)
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IL Medical Cannabis Patient Program
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Medical Cannabis in Illinois
2013
Medical cannabis
was legalized in IL

Allowed
up to

68g

(2.5oz) every 14 days

Approved
51 Conditions
last updated
Sept. 2019

55
Licensed
Dispensaries

76k Qualifying
Patients
(as of June 2018)

DeKalb County
411 Qualifying
&
Registered Patients
July 2018-June 2019

$363Million
Illinois Retail Sales
Nov. 2015-June 2019
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Medical Cannabis Patient Program
• Illinois residents need to have a qualifying debilitating medical condition
certified by a physician, Advance Practice Nurse (APN) or Physician
Assistant (PA) once every three years.
• DeKalb County Health Department provides free application assistance to
qualifying patients, including renewals and extensions.
• Most qualifying patients assisted by DeKalb County Health Department
want to use cannabis products that DO NOT alter their state of mind or
have to be smoked (i.e. cannabis infused oils, balms, edibles, etc.).
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Medical Cannabis Patient Program
51 Approved Conditions - Top 10 Treated
1. Posttraumatic Stress Disorder
(PTSD)
2. Severe Fibromyalgia
3. Spinal Cord Disease
4. Cancer
5. Traumatic brain injury and
post-concussion syndrome

6. Rheumatoid Arthritis
7. CRPS (Complex Reginal Pain
Syndrome Type II)
8. Spinal Cord Injury
9. Seizures (including those
characteristic of epilepsy)
10.Multiple Sclerosis
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General Cannabis Health Impact
Information
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Marijuana Potency Past to Present
Marijuana Potency is Higher Today Than Ever Before

THC
The psycho-active “high”
causing component in
Marijuana.

Levels
over

15%

are illegal in Europe and
considered “hard
drugs.”

2-3

% THC
Levels

in the 1960’s and 1970’s.

20-99% Levels
in US
are currently produced
and allowed.

Levels
over

5%

have been linked to
causing a dependency
(addiction.)

High
Potent

THC

products are linked to
psychotic episodes,
hallucinations and
poisonings.
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Health Impacts of Cannabis - CDC
Effects of Marijuana Abuse
• Difficulty thinking, making
decisions and solving problems
• Distorted perceptions
• Impaired balance and
coordination
• Problems with learning and
memory

• Irregular heart rhythms
• Respiratory problems and greater
risk of lung infections
• Paranoia
• Acute psychosis
(including hallucinations,
delusions and loss of identity)

Source: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Marijuana and Public Health:
Health Effects. www.cdc.gov/marijuana/health-effects.html
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Health Impacts of Cannabis – National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine
There is moderate to substantial evidence of a statistical association between
cannabis use and:
• Low birth weight
• Increased motor vehicle crashes
• Increased risk of overdose injuries, including respiratory distress, among pediatric
populations in U.S. states where cannabis is legal
• Increased symptoms in individuals diagnosed with bipolar disorders
• Increased risk for the development of depressive disorders
• Increased suicidal thoughts and suicide attempts with a higher incidence among heavier
users
• Development of substance dependence and/or substance abuse disorder
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Impact on Youth
DeKalb County Perspective
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Marijuana’s Impact on Youth
• An American Journal of Psychiatry article reports that marijuana may
pose greater risk to teenagers’ brains than alcohol. Marijuana had
significant, short and long-term impacts on four key cognitive areas:
problem solving, long-term memory, short-term memory manipulation and
the ability to stop a habitual behavior when needed. The study could not
link alcohol to these negative effects.
• This study also found young people who used marijuana frequently did
worse than non-users on memory tests, learning and higher-level thinking
involving problem solving and processing information.

12
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Marijuana’s Impact on Youth
• Cannabis-derived hash oil with tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), which
produces marijuana’s psychoactive effect, can be consumed through
vaping devices or e-cigarettes. While smoking cigarettes has
decreased among youth, vaping has increased by 900% between 2011
and 2015 according to the US Surgeon General.
• Vaping in schools has become a challenge for educators, with a 2018
National Youth Tobacco Survey finding 1.5 million more students used ecigarettes in 2018 than 2017. Vaping is an epidemic among youth.
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Illinois Youth Survey‐ 2018: DeKalb County
Did you use marijuana in the past 30 days?
35%

29%

30%

25%

25%

•
•
•
•

19%

20%
15%

Marijuana Method of Use (12th Grade):
Among Users in the past 30 days, how
have you used marijuana?

14%

10%

Smoked it (Joint): 92%
Vaporized it (Vapor Pen): 48%
Edibles: 38%
Other: 11%

Note:

5%
0%

10th Grade
Marijuana

12th Grade
E‐Cigarettes

As of 10‐24‐19, two vaping related deaths have
been reported in Illinois. A total of 153 people in
Illinois, ranging in age from 13 to 66 years old,
with a median age of 22, have experienced lung
injuries after using e‐cigarettes or vaping.

In 2018, 88% of DeKalb County High chools participated in the survey.

14
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Marijuana’s Impact on Youth
• BOTTOM LINE:
Research indicates that youth who used marijuana in the past month
were much more likely to use cigarettes and alcohol, to binge
drink, to drink heavily and use other illicit drugs compared to youth
who did not use marijuana in the past month.
“As marijuana availability has risen with increasing legal and
social acceptance, it becomes a public health imperative to
examine factors that increase marijuana use including alcohol
and tobacco (nicotine) as well as other illegal [drugs] for youth.”
– DuPont et al
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Youth Use Rates Will Increase

In states in which medical marijuana is legal,
• 12th graders are more likely to vape and use marijuana
edibles than 12th graders in states in which the drug is illegal.
(In states without legalized marijuana, 8.3% of high school seniors
report consuming edibles compared to 16.7% of seniors in states
in where medical marijuana is legal.)
Source: National Institute on Drug Abuse
(2018)
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Other Public Health Considerations
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Marijuana’s Impact on Maternal and Child Health
• Given the concern for potential adverse effects on the fetus with maternal
cannabis use, the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
recommends against the use of cannabis products in pregnant
women.
• Despite this recommendation, marijuana is being used by pregnant
women, sometimes with “permission” of the physician or on the advice of
marijuana dispensaries.

18
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Marijuana’s Impact on Maternal and Child Health
• Adverse effects on the fetus can include:
• fetal growth restriction
• low birth weight
• greater need for intensive care for infants
• long-term neurological consequences
• Through our MCH programs we have been assessing for use and
educating on adverse effects of cannabis use during pregnancy.
• Over the past year, we have seen an increase in pregnant
women reporting use, possibly due to the fact that is becoming
more socially acceptable because of pending legalization.

19

Additional Public Health & Safety Concerns
• The enabling legislation legalizing use of recreational marijuana in IL does not include a specific
threshold of psychoactive chemicals present in a person to determine when someone is under
the influence while driving.
• The law states consuming marijuana would not be allowed in any place where smoking is already
banned under the Smoke Fee Illinois Act. However, the law also states that local governments
can decide whether to permit on-site consumption at businesses within their jurisdiction.
This contradiction needs to be remedied to further protect our residents from the impact of smoking
and second-hand smoke.
• The enabling legislation provides for inspections for public health staff and other entities. However,
there is no mechanism provided to provide funding to local health departments to provide
such inspections.

20
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Lessons Learned from Colorado
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What lessons can be learned from Colorado?
• Colorado’s youth use marijuana at a rate 85% higher than the national average.
• Marijuana-related traffic fatalities are up by 151%.
• Colorado has issued over 40 little-publicized recalls of retail marijuana laced
with pesticides and mold.
• “And now Colorado’s black market has actually exploded after commercialization:
we have become a source-state, a theater of operation for sophisticated
international drug trafficking and money-laundering organizations from Cuba,
China, Mexico, and elsewhere.”

Colorado

• For every dollar in tax revenue Colorado gains from recreational marijuana
purchases, an additional $4.50 is being spent to combat public health and
safety issues. (Economic and Social Costs of Legalized Marijuana, Centennial Institute, Colorado Christian
University, November 15, 2018)

https://www.denverpost.com/2018/09/28/colorado-marijuana-commercialization/
The Legalization of Marijuana in Colorado, The Impact Volume 5, Rocky Mountain High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area,
Sept. 2018 https://rmhidta.org/files/D2DF/FINAL-%20Volume%205%20UPDATE%202018.pdf
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Colorado Marijuana Hospital Visits
400%
300%

Percent Increase in Marijuana
Hospitalizations

200%

Colorado

100%
0%
2009

2013

2015

2009 (After medical marijuana legalized)
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Another lesson learned from Colorado:
Marijuana’s impact on maternal and child health
• The American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists recommends against the use of
cannabis products by pregnant women. Adverse effects on the fetus can include fetal
growth restriction, low birth weight, greater need for intensive care for infants and long-term
neurological consequences.
• However, in a study of 400 Colorado dispensaries, 69% incorrectly recommended treatment
of morning sickness with cannabis products. The majority (65%) based their
recommendation for use in pregnancy on personal opinion and 36% incorrectly stated
cannabis use is safe in pregnancy.

•

Dickson B., Mansfield C., Guiahi M., Allshouse A., Borgelt L., Sheeder J., Silver R., Metz T., Recommendations from
Cannabis Dispensaries about First-Trimester Cannabis Use, Obstetrics & Gynecology, Vol. 1231, No. 6, June 2018
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Anticipated Impacts to DeKalb County Public
Health System with Increased Use of Cannabis
Increased demand for illness outbreak investigations
Increased demand for substance dependence and
substance use disorder services and Increased demand for
other behavioral health services regarding bipolar
disorders, anxiety, depression, and suicidal impulses
Increased demand for prevention education and
maternal/child health services
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Northern IL Public Health Consortium (NIPHC)
Recreational Marijuana Legislation:
Concerns to Address in Rulemaking
1)

Set limit to THC concentration – limit
maximum allowable percentage of THC in
cannabis concentrates (suggested upper limit
of 37%)

5)

Protect the public’s health – on‐site
consumption should be restricted by a rule
that supports the Smoke Free IL Act and does
not allow smoking marijuana on‐site

2)

Curtail illegal sales by ensuring adequate
recordkeeping – keep records of amounts
grown and sold, limit amount of cannabis
plants processed into cannabis concentrates

6)

3)

Take precautions to limit black market
entrepreneurs – Current plant allowance for 7)
in‐home growers is too high, prohibit growers
from producing dabs in their homes

Ensure adequate product labeling –including
name and address of dispensing organization,
THC dosage, serving size, disclaimer on
delayed effects of the product and other
health related warnings

4)

Protect local healthcare providers –
providers may take reasonable precautions
8)
when providing services to persons under the
influence, continued use of cannabis may
disqualify people from medical care

Clarify roles and funding for inspection
and/or enforcement – ensure that if public
health is conducting activities, that there is
funding to support
Ensure adequate resources for substance
abuse treatment and mental health services
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Questions?
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Impacts of Legalized Cannabis
On Social Service Agencies
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Surveyed 12 agencies funded by the DCMHB. Specifically referenced:
Employment & Cannabis Use
Defensible Drug Policies
Impact on Programming
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Employees and Cannabis Use
 The majority of agencies do not anticipate any change in policy.
 For agencies that received federal funding – must maintain a Drug‐Free
Workplace.
 A few agencies indicated that they will stop drug testing potential new
hires.
 Greatest concern is how to test for impairment at work.
Two agencies have not yet discussed impacts of legalized cannabis.
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Impacts on Programming
 Agencies that work with youth do not anticipate changes in programming.
 Agencies that receive federal funds cannot support or allow use of
Cannabis for clients, even if medically prescribed.
 Agencies will provide information to clients on impacts of Cannabis use;
especially with pregnant/parenting clients and possession while engaged
in agency programs.
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Considerations for the Mental Health Board
 Educational opportunities for Agency staff
 Policy Implications
 Training
 Communication Strategies
 Monitoring/evaluation – Periodic Review
 Organizational Policy implications;
 Housing implications
 Education
 Health Care
 Transportation
32
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