
 

 
DATE: 04/06/2020 
TO:            DeKalb County News Media 
FROM:      DeKalb County Health Department  
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
DeKalb County Health Department Announces First COVID-19 Death  

The DeKalb County Health Department (DCHD) is saddened to report that a DeKalb County resident in 
their 50s has died from complications of COVID-19. The DeKalb County Health Department previously 
announced that this resident had tested positive for COVID-19. The identity of the resident is not being 
released to protect the privacy of the family. 
 
 “I want to express my deepest sympathy for the family and loved ones of the resident. Those working 
on this response and throughout our community feel for your family as well as the families of everyone 
who has been affected by this virus,” says Lisa Gonzalez, Public Health Administrator. “The health and 
safety of those in our community is our top priority. We will continue working together to care for the 
patients, protect the safety of health care workers and first responders, and protect the people in our 
community.” 
 
COVID-19 continues to spread in DeKalb County. The number of confirmed cases in DeKalb County is 
now 22.  The community needs everyone to stay put and stay home to prevent exposure to the virus 
that causes COVID-19. 
 
The public can prevent the spread of COVID-19 by: 
STAY CALM: You are not alone in this; your community is here to support you. Talk to your friends and 
family and let them know if you are having concerns. 
STAY APART: Keep at least 6 feet away from others including while shopping for essential items. Avoid 
the lines by taking advantage of pick-up and delivery services for groceries and other goods. 
STAY PUT: Stay home, and only go out when essential (buying groceries, pick-up medicine, etc.)  
 
For more information about coronavirus (COVID-19), and the latest updates and guidance, please visit 
the following websites: 

• https://health.dekalbcounty.org/coronavirus/  

• https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html  

• https://www.dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/diseases-and-conditions/diseases-a-z-
list/coronavirus  

 
For general questions about COVID-19, call the Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) hotline at     
1-800-889-3931 or email dph.sick@illinois.gov   
 
Community members can email questions to COVID19@dekalbcounty.org . Please note, this email is not 
used to provide medical advice. If you have personal medical questions, please contact your healthcare 
provider. Community members can sign up for the newsletter online by visiting the DCHD website.            
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