
RESOLUTION 2020-42

RESOLUTION TO APPROVE A QUIT CLAIM DEED FOR THE TRANSFER

OF THE BEN GORDON CENTER BY THE COUNTY OF DEKALB

TO THE DEKALB COUNTY COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH BOARD

WHEREAS, the original land for the Ben Gordon Center was received from Kish
Health Systems in 1976 and the Ben Gordon Center was constructed on this land in the late
1970's by the DeKalb County Community Mental Board from a Federal grant, and

WHEREAS, the Community Mental Health Board would now like to divest of the Ben
Gordon Center to remove themselves of the requirements of property maintenance and to
exchange the property asset to one that allows more flexibility in fulfilling their mission, and

WHEREAS, the DeKalb County State's Attomey's Office has recommended that
because of the early ownership transactions, that were further complicated by the Federal
Grant, it would be best for the County of DeKalb to approve a Quit Claim Deed to transfer the
property so as to extinguish any ambiguities concerning the chain of title, and

WHEREAS, the County Board Executive Committee, noting the request for the Quit
Claim Deed by the Community Mental Health Board, and the recommendation of the State's
Attomey's Office that conveying a Quit Claim Deed would help assure a clean title chain, has
now recommended that the County Board take such action;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the DeKalb County Board that the
County Board Chair is hereby authorized to sign a Quit Claim Deed, conveying the property,
commonly known as the Ben Gordon Center located at 12 Health Services Drive in DeKalb,
IL, and further identified by the Property Tax Parcel #08-12-202-004, from the County of
DeKalb to the DeKalb County Community Mental Health Board.

PASSED THIS 17TH DAY OF JUNE, 2020 AT SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS

ATTEST: SIGNED:

DftU
beK

lark Pietrowski, Jr.
DeKalb County Board Chairman



2500 N ANNIE GLIDDEN RD SUITE B, DEKALB, IL 60115 

 

 

 
 
 
 
June 8, 2020 
 
Gary Hanson 
DeKalb County Administrator 
 
RE:  Property at 12 Health Services Drive, DeKalb IL 60115 
 
Dear Mr. Hanson; 
 
Since 1980 the DeKalb County Community Mental Health Board (MHB) as maintained the property at 12 
Health Services Drive, DeKalb IL in conjunction with supporting mental health and substance use disorder 
services. Over the past year, the MHB has determined that it would be cost effective to sell the property and 
get out from under the requirements of property maintenance.  While working toward this end, the MHB 
sought the opinion of the State’s Attorney’s Office, specifically David Berault, Chief of Civil Division.  For many 
years, the MHB has operated under that assumption that the building at 12 Health Services Drive, DeKalb was 
owned by the MHB based on the following summarized information: 

10/15/1975 – The DeKalb County Board passes a resolution that the Ben Gordon Community Mental 
Health Center will be owned by the Mental Health Board as enabled through Illinois House Bill 1423.  
10/20/1975 – Per legal opinion, the building can be owned by the Mental Health (708) Board and the 
building leased to BGC.  
7/13/1976 – The DeKalb County Board was questioned by the Ben Gordon Center board members as 
to who will own Ben Gordon Center.  The County Board responded saying that the Ben Gordon 
Community Mental Health Center will be owned by the Mental Health Board.  
8/16/1976 – Kish Health Services signs agreement to give the land at 12 Health Services Drive, DeKalb 
IL to the Mental Health (708) Board.  
6/20/1977 – Chicago Title & Trust state they cannot issue the title to the Mental Health (708) Board 
because it is not a legal entity.  The DeKalb County Board agrees to take title of the property for the 
sole use of the Mental Health (708) Board.  A clause in the construction grant states the building 
cannot be transferred to another entity for 20 years or the grant must be paid back.  
7/1977 – The Mental Health Board received title and deed to the Ben Gordon Center 

Per Mr. Berault’s analysis, while he agrees with the concept that the property is owned by the MHB and exists 
for the MHB to utilize, it may be difficult to convey that the MHB is the clear-cut owner.  
The recommendation and the desire of the MHB is that the DeKalb County Board sign a quit claim deed in 
regard to the property, transferring it to the DeKalb County Community Mental Health Board in full.  This will 
provide for a clean title and allow for the MHB to sell the property.   The MHB is in the process of determining, 
by committee, how any funds from the sale of the property will be utilized both the original mission of the 
grant which built the facility and within the scope of the MHB’s mission to provide services to DeKalb County 
residents in the areas of mental health, substance use disorder and development disabilities.  
Thank you, 

 
Deanna L. Cada, Executive Director 
DeKalb County Community Mental Health Board  




