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October brings a change in color to the DeKalb County Forest Preserves. As the temperature 
drops in the streams, cold blooded fish become less active as their metabolism slows down. In 
Owen’s Creek in Adee’s Woods Forest Preserve, fish find deeper pools with slower currents to 
spend the winter. Downed trees and high-water events in the spring helped create these pools.  
Logs and trees anchored to the shore send water rushing under them which moves sediment 
and creates pools. In the colder months, these pools provide the perfect place for fish to 
conserve energy. The natural meanders, riffles, pools, runs, and woody debris create diverse 
habitats in this stream that helps support a variety of fish species.  

In DeKalb County we are 
part of 2 major 
watersheds, the 
Kishwaukee River 
watershed in the north 
and the Fox River 
watershed in the south. 
The Illinois Department 
of Natural Resources 
surveys these two 
watersheds every five 
years to help determine 
the health of the fish 
populations in our 
streams. Photographed is a Johnny Darter found in Owen’s Creek at Adee’s Woods F.P. This 
species can be found in many small streams throughout the County. Darters lack a swim 
bladder and spend most of their time resting on their pectoral fins.      



In 2016 IDNR recorded 61 species of fish within the Kishwaukee River Basin and in 2017 the 
IDNR recorded 77 species of fish in the Fox River watershed. The small headwater streams, 
creeks, and the larger rivers are all critical in supporting healthy fish populations. At County 
Farm Woods Forest Preserve the small stream hosts young blue gill (on the left) and green 
sunfish (on the right).  Both of these species are opportunistic feeders eating insects, small fish, 
and worms. 

DeKalb County Forest Preserve 
District provides protections along 
with public access to portions of 
many streams throughout the 
county. In the Fox River watershed 
in the southern part of the county, 
you can visit Somonauk Creek at 
Sannauk, F.P., Little Rock Creek at 
Afton F.P., the headwaters of 
Battle Creek at Merritt Prairie, and 
a small seasonal stream at Chief 
Shabbona F.P. that flows into 
Shabbona Lake.  

 

Photo by Tom Robbins of 
Somonauk Creek in Sannauk F.P.     

 



In the Northern part of the county MacQueen, (photographed), Potowatami Woods, South 
Branch Prairie, Russel Woods, Knute Olson, Sycamore, Riverwoods, P.A. Nehring, and 
Kishwaukee River F.P. all border the South Branch of the Kishwaukee River. Many of these 
preserves buffer the river with woodlands, prairies, or wetlands. These natural areas provide 
connective habitat between aquatic and terrestrial environments. The wetlands also help to 
recharge groundwater. They can help to stabilize the temperature and water levels of the 
streams as well. 

At MacQueen 
F.P. this young 
channel catfish 
is a good sign 
of recruitment. 
Channel catfish 
spawn in 
cavities. They 
find a dark and 
secluded place 
in a hollow 
tree, log jam, 
hole in the 
bank, or under 
a rock where 
the male fans 
out silt and 
debris from the nest cavity. Females spawn in a prepared nest laying around 3,000 to 4,000 
eggs per pound of body mass. After the male fertilizes the eggs, he will defend the nest until 
the fry leave.  



Protections of streams and restoration of surrounding wetlands help to promote healthy fish 
populations and an overall healthy ecosystem. This wetland is in the Kishwaukee River Forest 
Preserve which is not yet open to the public. The wetland supports remnant pre-settlement 
vegetation and a habitat that is uncommon in most of Dekalb County.    

The Central Mudminnow finds its home in this shallow wetland. This species gets its name from 
its habit of burrowing in the mud during low water periods or to escape predators. This species 
also has the ability to breath air if oxygen levels get too low.  



In the winter months wetlands and streams serve as a place to hibernate for many amphibians. 
At Wilkinson – Renwick Marsh F.P. frogs, toads, and salamanders move underground or 
underwater for the winter. This Tiger salamander was found under a log in the preserve in 
October.  

Amphibians depend on coarse woody debris on the landscape. They use logs for cover and the 
logs help provide the right microclimate to keep their skin from drying out. The abundance of 
dead trees at Wilkinson-Renwick Marsh will provide opportunities for amphibians and many 
other species over the course of their decay. Leaving woody debris on your own landscape can 
benefit a variety of wildlife. Photo by Tom Robbins 



As activity slows down for our cold-blooded creatures, mammals and birds are staying warm 
with their insulating fur or feathers. Kingsbury Creek, (Photo by Tom Robbins), comes to an end 
at MacQueen F.P. where it flows into the South Branch of the Kishwaukee River. Creek and river 
connections provide corridors for migrating fish which travel into smaller tributaries to spawn. 
They are also a corridor for semiaquatic mammals like the American Mink.     

American Mink can be 
spotted at almost all 
of Dekalb County’s 
Forest Preserves. They 
can typically be found 
running along the 
shoreline of a stream 
or wetland. They will 
dive into the water to 
feed on fish, crayfish, 
frogs, and muskrats. 
They don’t restrict 
their hunting to the 
water as they also 
feed on small 
mammals and birds. 

American mink stay active during the winter. They make their den in a variety of places which 
may be in the riverbank, in a hollow log, or within a pile of brush.  Minks breed over winter and 
will give birth around April or May. Photo by Ken Reinert.  

Take time this year to enjoy the wonders and wildlife of DeKalb County’s streams and wetlands!   


