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DeKalb County Government 
Sycamore, Illinois 

 
Economic Development Committee Minutes 

February 2, 2021 
 

The DeKalb County Economic Development Committee met virtually via Zoom on Tuesday, 
February 2, 2021. Madam Chair Emmer called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Those Members 
virtually present were Ms. Rukisha Crawford, Mr. Tim Hughes, Mrs. Kathy Lampkins, Ms. Terri 
Mann-Lamb, and Chair Laurie Emmer. Ms. Kiara Jones was absent. Board Chairman John 
Frieders was present to sit as a voting ex officio Committee Member. A quorum was established 
with six Members.  
 
Others present were Gary Hanson, Derek Hiland, Pete Stefan, Bridget Nodurft, Alex Nerad, 
Cortney Strohacker, Katherine McLaughlin, Michelle Christensen, Greg Millburg and Tim 
Bagby. 
   
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Ms. Mann-Lamb moved to approve the agenda as presented. Mrs. Lampkins seconded the 
motion. Those Members voting yea were Ms. Crawford, Mr. Hughes, Mrs. Lampkins, Ms. 
Mann-Lamb, Board Chair Frieders, and Chair Emmer. The motion carried unanimously 
by roll call vote.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
Mrs. Lampkins moved to approve the minutes from the January 5, 2021 meeting. Mr. Hughes 
seconded the motion. Those Members voting yea were Ms. Crawford, Mr. Hughes, Mrs. 
Lampkins, Ms. Mann-Lamb, Board Chair Frieders, and Chair Emmer. All Members present 
voted yea. The motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were no public comments.  
 
DEKALB COUNTY CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU REPORT & APPROVAL 
OF ANNUAL RE-CERTIFICATION RESOLUTION 
DeKalb County Convention & Visitors Bureau (DCCVB) Executive Director Cortney 
Strohacker and Board President Alex Nerad joined the Committee to introduce themselves as 
well as provide an update on all the things that the DCCVB has been doing over the past year. 
Mr. Nerad expressed how important DCCVB has been to the local businesses and tourism this 
past year, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic. He additionally thanked the County for 
their continued support.  
 
Ms. Strohacker provided a PowerPoint presentation. She shared that the DCCVB is DeKalb 
County’s sole Destination Marketing Organization. The DCCVB works on behalf of DeKalb 
County Government and other County stakeholders to attract leisure travelers and overnight 
visits to the area’s diverse attractions, destinations, events and amenities. The bureau serves as a 
primary point of contact for meeting planners, sports tournament directors, tour operators, 
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special event planners and travelers. Bureau marking initiatives are primarily focused on markets 
and regions outside of DeKalb County to attract guests and visitors spending to the area.  
 
The presentation illustrated and explained where the DCCVB has been advertising and 
promoting DeKalb County. Ms. Strohacker also explained that from the very beginning of the 
pandemic, the DCCVB was able to navigate their way through the collaboration and 
communication that they have to reach everyone County-wide. She shared a video that they 
helped create showing the strong togetherness of the County just before the pandemic really hit 
as well explained their involvement in the DeKalb County UNITES project (small business task 
force). The CVB additionally created some new fun posters to help with social distancing and 
encouraging residents to mask up to ensure visitors that DeKalb County was a safe place to come 
and visit.  
 
The DCCVB worked with NIU to create a new welcoming book for students. They continue to 
be a point of contact and a welcoming center for the many workers our on Gurler Road working 
on the Ferrara Candy Company and the Facebook Center. The CVB has already given our 
hundreds upon hundreds of welcome bags to those involved with all the construction in that area 
of the County. They are also beginning to help fundraise for the DCEDC’s Opportunity Unbound 
Branding Initiative.  
 
The 2021 visitor guides were produced. Many other visitor bureaus in the area decided not to do 
a new guide for 2021 because of the costs. DCCVB cut back on the amount they normally have 
printed and now have a digital version as well. They are finding that people are becoming leerier 
of picking up printed material so digital copies are beginning to be used more frequently.  
 
Ms. Katherine McLaughlin, Marketing and Sales Administrator for the CVB, reviewed new 
marketing materials with the Committee as well as provided a preview of an upcoming App they 
will be launching. Within the App you can do self-guided tours, view video content and photos. 
 
Ms. Strohacker additionally thanked the County for offering them space in the DeKalb County 
Community Outreach Building where they are now more accessible to the public. The DCCVB 
respectfully requested that the County continue to fuel this economic engine by providing an 
annual letter of support and a Resolution recognizing the DCCVB as the marketing and 
promotion organization for DeKalb County tourism.  
 
It was moved by Ms. Crawford, seconded by Mr. Hughes and approved unanimously to 
forward the Annual Re-Certification Resolution to the full County Board recommending its 
approval. Those Members voting yea were Ms. Crawford, Mr. Hughes, Mrs. Lampkins, Ms. 
Mann-Lamb, Board Chair Frieders, and Chair Emmer. All Members present voted yea. The 
motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
REQUEST FOR ASSESSMENT OFFICE TO FILL OPEN STAFF POSITIONS 
County Administrator Gary Hanson reminded the Committee that Section 5-5 of the County 
Code states “When a staff vacancy exists in a Department where the County board appoints the 
Department Head, before those vacancies can be filled, the over-sight Standing Committee must 
first approve that the need exists for this position. The Department Head will provide six-month 
status updates to the Standing Committee during the vacancy period. The Finance Committee, as 
provided for in Section 2-41 (A) (1), may impose additional conditions on filling vacancies 
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based on budgetary concerns. Each Standing Committee, if requested by a Department Head, 
may approve a list of “critical employees” for whom the above approval process would then not 
apply when a vacancy occurs.” 
 
The Assessment’s Office has been 1.5 positions, including the Department Head, for the past 9-
10 months. With possibly changes occurring in the office in the coming months and since the 
positions are already budgeted for in the FY 2021 Budget, he wanted to suggest the following 
proposal to the Committee to make:   

“To allow, during this fiscal year, the Assessments Office to fill any positions that are 
currently vacant, or that become vacant during 2021, as these positions are fully funded 
in the County’s 2021 Adopted Budget and the duties of each position are critical to 
timely and accurately completing the assessment component of the property tax cycle.” 
 

There was brief discussion on the suggested motion.  
 
Mrs. Lampkins moved to include the word “staff” before positions, to delineate that the 
positions do not include the Appointed Supervisor of Assessments position. Mr. Hughes 
seconded the motion. Those Members voting yea were Ms. Crawford, Mr. Hughes, Mrs. 
Lampkins, Ms. Mann-Lamb, Board Chair Frieders, and Chair Emmer. All Members present 
voted yea. The motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
Mrs. Lampkins moved to allow, during this fiscal year (FY2021), the Assessments Office to fill 
any staff positions that are currently vacant, or that become vacant during 2021, as these 
positions are fully funded in the County’s 2021 Adopted Budget and the duties of each staff 
position are critical to timely and accurately completing the assessment component of the 
property tax cycle. Ms. Crawford seconded the motion as presented. Those Members voting 
yea were Ms. Crawford, Mr. Hughes, Mrs. Lampkins, Ms. Mann-Lamb, Board Chair 
Frieders, and Chair Emmer. All Members present voted yea. The motion carried 
unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
PROCESS & TIMELINE TO FILL SUPERVISOR OF ASSESSMENTS VACANCY 
Mr. Hanson provided to the Committee a recommended advertisement that he would do for the 
Supervisor of Assessments position. He briefly walked through the advertisement.  
 
It was also noted that there are specific State requirements that go along with this position. 
Applicants must meet the Illinois statutory requirements of 35 ILCS 200/3-5, including the 
successful completion of the “Supervisor of Assessments Examination” conducted by the Illinois 
Department of Revenue.  The next exam will take place at 9:00 am on Thursday, February 18, 
2021 in Springfield, IL.  Advance registration is required and registration should be completed as 
soon as possible to be assured a seat.  In addition, candidates must present to DeKalb County a 
“Certificate of Qualification” issued from the Illinois Department of Revenue, which is reflective 
of the candidate holding a “Certified Illinois Assessing Officer (CIAO) designation or similar 
designation that is accepted by the Illinois Department of Revenue. 
 
If an individual does not meet those requirements or has not passed the exam, they are ineligible 
to be hired/appointed to the Supervisor of Assessments position.  
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As for the timeline, A letter of introduction and a resume would need to be submitted by 1:00pm 
on Thursday, February 25, 2021.  During the first week of March the County Board’s Economic 
Development Committee expects to select up to four candidates to be interviewed.  Interviews 
will likely happen the second week of March and then the Committee will recommend a 
candidate to the County Board Chair.  The County Board anticipates selecting a new Supervisor 
of Assessments at its March 17, 2021 regular monthly meeting, with an anticipated start date of 
April 5, 2021.   
 
Mr. Hughes made a motion to authorize Mr. Hanson to move forward with his recommended 
advertisement and timeline as presented. Mrs. Lampkins seconded the motion. Those 
Members voting yea were Ms. Crawford, Mr. Hughes, Mrs. Lampkins, Ms. Mann-Lamb, 
Board Chair Frieders, and Chair Emmer. All Members present voted yea. The motion 
carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Mrs. Lampkins moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:49 p.m. Ms. Crawford seconded the 
motion. Those Members voting yea were Ms. Crawford, Mr. Hughes, Mrs. Lampkins, Ms. 
Mann-Lamb, Board Chair Frieders, and Chair Emmer. All Members present voted yea. The 
motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
_________________________   ___________________________   
Chair Laurie Emmer     Tasha Sims, Recording Secretary   


