
                                                                   
November 2017. Maintenance  and safety checks of buildings and grounds, seasonal mowing, firewood cutting 

splitting and  stacking, storm clean-up, shelter house and toilet cleaning, litter pick-up and disposal, road grading, 

trail maintenance, equipment maintenance, scheduling shelter rentals and collecting shelter and camping fees, 

drinking water sampling . Shelter houses and Lodge are used every weekend by scouts, families and other groups. 

Natural Resource Center Educational Staff teaching school groups / Summer Camps at Russell Woods and making 

classroom visits.   PDRMA Risk Management and Loss Control review and preserve safety in progress for 2017 

compliance.  
 

Sycamore Forest Preserve Opening Ceremony …… about 60 people attended.on the very cold, rainy 
and windy November 18th …. THANK YOU to all who made this happen …… great work !! 

                    
    

                                   



                                                                   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Past and Present Forest Preserve Commissioners at Sycamore Forest Preserve 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



                                                                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Also on November 18th … 
 the Frank O’Barski Memorial Bench and Sycamore Trees were dedicated 

 
 
  
 
 

 



                                                                   

                                                               
 
 
 
                                                        
 

 

       

 

Porter Thrall Boy Scout from Somonauk made Wood Duck nesting boxes to place 

along Somonauk Creek at Sannauk Forest Preserve 



                                                                   

                                                                            
 

           Forest Preserve staff completed the open air shelter replacement project at Russell Woods                                                                     

 

 
  



                                                                   

                         
 

 Terry and Forest Preserve staff,   

 I wanted to follow up that Macqueen Forest Preserve and the cabin were a wonderful choice for our Wilderness First 

Aid certification training for my new staff. We used one of the small cabins and it worked great to do lecture and 

break out for scenarios.  

I remember you saying you like to have photos so I have attached a few to share ( above ) .  Thank you so much! 

Hope you have a great Thanksgiving! 

Best, 

Christine Lagattolla 

Assistant Director of Outdoor Adventures 

Recreation and Wellness | Division of Student Affairs 
Recreation Center | DeKalb, IL 60115 
815-753-9422 | clagattolla@niu.edu 

go.niu.edu/oa  

 
 

 

mailto:clagattolla@niu.edu


                                                                   

Favorite trees in my life 
By Barry Schrader, senior columnist, Daily Chronicle, Nov. 18, 2017 

 
     Those of us fortunate enough to grow up in the country or in a home with trees around 

might have had a treehouse or favorite tree where we could shinny up and sit in the lower 

crotch. 

     I had such a tree out on Baseline Road behind our house in Doc Corson‟s pasture 

south of Genoa. It was a giant oak with branches that spread for hundreds of feet. Squirrel 

and bird nests could be seen in its branches. Doc‟s draft horses sought its shade on 

simmering summer days. 

     My father, Vernon, nailed some slats on the backside of the tree so I could climb up to 

the lowest branch to enjoy the panoramic view. This included the Kishwaukee River, 

which ran near our home. 

     Now a half-century later, I have found another favorite tree to enjoy, this one in a 

pasture at the corner of Lovell and Quigley roads south of Sycamore. But a “No 

Trespassing” sign and four horses grazing nearby didn‟t allow me to get close to it. 

However, every time I drive by, I am struck by its longevity and think of all the storms it 

has survived. 

     Contacting Al Roloff, DeKalb County Forest Preserve District natural resources 

manager, I learned it is a Bur Oak, very common to these parts. Although I 

“guesstimated” it must be at least 200 years old, he said you would have to measure the 

circumference of the trunk or bore into it to determine the age. Surmising it might have 

begun from an acorn dropped there by a passing bird in 1818, it could be a bicentennial 

tree for Illinois‟ 200th year celebration. 

One can even fantasize that Chief Shabbona and his band of Potawatomis might have 

passed by that tree, pausing to rest in its shade and collect some acorns for sustenance 

later. 

     Now getting back to Roloff, he said, “I don‟t recall having a favorite tree as a child, 

but I sure did like the fruit on the Mulberry trees that grew in the local park. I marveled at 

all the „cotton‟ that would blow off the Cottonwood tree in my grandmother‟s yard. I 

loved the aroma of the flowers on the old Catalpa tree in my parents‟ yard. I couldn‟t wait 

for the pears to ripen on the tree behind my uncle Herman‟s house. I took great joy in 

hours spent cracking the hickory and walnuts from under the trees on uncle Fred‟s farm. 

My friends and I strengthened our scrawny arms climbing from the low-hanging branches 

to near the top of the Sugar Maple in our neighbor‟s yard … .” 

     Speaking of giant oaks, I visited probably the oldest one in DeKalb this week in the 

200 block of Rolfe Road. It has a plaque at the base stating “City of DeKalb Historic Tree 

Award In Honor of Dr. James C. and Dorothy S. Ellis, 1998.” They were the original 

owners of that property. Today‟s owner told me that the city looks after it, even installing 



                                                                   

cables in its branches to prevent them from breaking under their own weight. An earlier 

giant Oak on Prospect Street near First Street died a few years ago and had to be taken 

down. Roger Keys was lucky enough to get a portion of the tree which he said could be 

300 or more years old. A cross-section of it can now be seen in front of the Glidden 

Homestead barn. 

     Some tree stories aren‟t as pleasant. When I was in fourth grade in Waterman, my 

cousin Joel Thompson and I ventured north on Route 23 from his home in the old 

Waterman Airport tower building. We stopped at a grove of Catalpa trees near a branch 

of the Somonauk Creek (on land now owned by twins Craig and Curt Rice). Joel, being 

the daring one, decided to climb up one of the trees, and fell on his head to the ground. A 

big gash bled profusely and I could only help with a handkerchief. He could still walk so 

we hurried back to the house where his mother Evelyn Thompson rushed him to the 

doctor (may have been Doc Purdy, but I can‟t say for sure). I wonder if Joel recalls that 

incident. His career was spent in the US Navy and he now lives somewhere in the San 

Diego area, according to our cousin Audrey Cooper. 

     There are other trees I have admired, like the Banyan tree whose branches cover a 

whole block in Lahaina, Hawaii, planted in 1873, or the giants in Mariposa Grove in 

Yosemite National Park, or in Muir Woods north of San Francisco. I have been fortunate 

to commune with them up close and personal. 

I will close with a few snippets of a Joyce Kilmer poem that we had to memorize in a 

junior high English class taught by Audrey Soli in Genoa: 

“I think that I shall never see 

A poem as lovely as a tree … 

A tree that may in summer wear 

A nest of robins in her hair; 

Upon whose bosom snow has lain; 

Who intimately lives with rain …” 

and so on (only my old classmate Janice (Gerlt) Campbell can probably still recite it). 

• Barry Schrader can be reached via email at barry815@sbcglobal.net or through P.O. 

Box 851, DeKalb, IL 60115. His past columns can be found on his website at 

www.dekalbcountylife.com. 

PHOTO CUTLINES 

 
This towering old Bur Oak stands like a sentinel near the corner of Lovell and Quigley roads south 

of Sycamore. 

 

Second photo shows the even larger and older Oak in the 200 block of Rolfe Road, DeKalb. 

(Schrader photos for Shaw Media) 
 

mailto:barry815@sbcglobal.net
http://www.dekalbcountylife.com/


                                                                   

      
 

                                             Rolfe Rd. in DeKalb  250 + year old Bur Oak 



                                                                   
Some other favorite 
trees…….. 
 
Bur Oaks grow wider 
than tall in open areas 
and branches reach the 
ground  …this one is in 
western DeKalb County 

 
Al Roloff holds up ( with one hand ) a big old Bur Oak at Prairie Oaks Forest Preserve…..  

 



                                                                   
 

 
  John Dlabal bench by pond and family gathering at Sycamore Forest Preserve …..    
Note: John has his fishing pole in hand     

                            
 

                                 
 
 



                                                                   
                                      

                                               
The Forest Preserve District participates in many Eagle Scout projects every year. This project was at 
Sycamore Forest Preserve, planting trees , installing entrance sign and litter pick up. 
 

         
 

                                              
 



                                                                   

The Northwest Suburban Astronomers come out to DeKalb County for our “ Dark Skies” .                              
They meet regularly at Afton and Potawatomi Woods.                       

                                                                                                  
 
Northwest Suburban Astronomers 

2018 Observing Schedule  
 
County Location Month Date Time Notes                  

DeKalb Afton Woods January 12 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods January 13 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods January 14 4p - 4a                    
DeKalb Potawatomi January 26 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Potawatomi January 27 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods February 9 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods February 10 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods February 11 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Potawatomi March 9 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Potawatomi March 10 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods April 13 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods April 14 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods April 15 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods May 4 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods May 5 4p - 4a Public Observing 
DeKalb Afton Woods May 6 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods June 15 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods June 16 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods June 17 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods July 13 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods July 14 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods July 15 4p - 4a 
County Location Month Date Time Notes 

DeKalb Afton Woods August 17 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods August 18 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods August 19 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods September 14 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods September 15 4p - 4a Public Observing 
DeKalb Afton Woods September 16 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Potawatomi September 21 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Potawatomi September 22 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods November 9 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods November 10 6p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods November 11 6p - 4a 
DeKalb Potawatomi November 16 6p - 4a 
DeKalb Potawatomi November 17 6p - 4a 
DeKalb Potawatomi December 14 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Potawatomi December 15 4p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods December 28 6p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods December 29 6p - 4a 
DeKalb Afton Woods December 30 4p - 4a 



                                                                   
 

The Sycamore Heron Creek neighborhood held their first “ Turkey Trot ” run at                                   

Sycamore Forest Preserve on Thanksgiving Day  

  

                                           



                                                                   
 

 

A few prairie burns in November …….   

                                    

                                                              



                                                                   

 November 2017- Southern Preserves & Natural Resource Completed Project List-      

Josh Clark and south staff 

 

Maintenance 

1. Prepared snow plows for winter. 

2. Replaced missing smoke stack cover at Shabbona Shelter #2. 

3. Began clearing work on Sannauk to Somonauk trail. 

4. Replaced light bulbs at Afton shop and barns with LED lights. 

5. Installed drain tile at Afton to move water away from shop area. 

Natural Resources 

1. Continued cutting fire breaks throughout the district for fall and spring fire season.  

2. Cleaned and processed collected seed. 

3. Finishing touches on greenhouse at Afton. 

4. Continued brush clearing projects at Afton, Sannauk and Swanson Grove. 

Prescribed fires were conducted at Afton and Swanson GroveNovember 2017- Southern 

Preserves & Natural Resource Completed Project List- Josh Clark and south staff 

 

Maintenance 

6. Prepared snow plows for winter. 

7. Replaced missing smoke stack cover at Shabbona Shelter #2. 

8. Began clearing work on Sannauk to Somonauk trail. 

9. Replaced light bulbs at Afton shop and barns with LED lights. 

10. Installed drain tile at Afton to move water away from shop area. 

Natural Resources 

5. Continued cutting fire breaks throughout the district for fall and spring fire season.  

6. Cleaned and processed collected seed. 

7. Finishing touches on greenhouse at Afton. 

8. Continued brush clearing projects at Afton, Sannauk and Swanson Grove. 

Prescribed fires were conducted at Afton and Swanson Grove 

 



                                                                   

 

Projects Nov – Dec 2017 Northern Preserves  Bill Prain and FP staff 

-Firewood cutting splitting stocking by all staff 

-Welcome sign wood carving By Robert Knuuttila 

-Contractor assistance at Observation deck , Russell Woods 

-Skid loader attachment repairs 

-Open air shelter construction by Bob David and Bill 

-Storm damage cleanup at Russell, Potawatomi Woods  and GWT 

-Mower winterizing by all staff 

-General supply and equipment organization 

-Administrative Priorities as called for ( materials and supply ordering, pick up and delivery ) 

- Safety investigation reporting and training 

-Parking lot surface repairs at Russell Woods Nehring Prairie Oaks 

-Equipment and materials purchase and transport  

-Safety lane compliance for equipment trailer 

-Potable water testing for compliance 

-Stove replacement and repair Russell,  McQueen 

-Sledding Hill preparation 

 

 

 

                        

      

 

 

 



                                                                   
 

 

 

 

          Happy Holidays from “ Forrest Stump “ at Russell Woods  



 


