February 2017. Maintenance and safety checks of buildings and grounds, seasonal mowing, firewood cutting
splitting and stacking, storm clean-up, shelter house and toilet cleaning, litter pick-up and disposal, road grading,
trail maintenance, equipment maintenance, scheduling shelter rentals and collecting shelter and camping fees,
drinking water sampling . Shelter houses and Lodge are used every weekend by scouts, families and other groups.
Natural Resource Center Educational Staff teaching school groups at Russell Woods and making classroom visits.
PDRMA Risk Management and Loss Control review and preserve safety in progress for 2016 compliance.

February prairie burns at Afton Forest Preserve

This is why we burn....signs like this are posted at Forest Preserves to inform public

February prairie burn at Swanson Grove oak savannah and sedge meadow

The old R.R. Right of Way at Sycamore Forest Preserve was recently cleared of 30 years of overgrown trees,
shrubs and brush. This will be part of the future trail west connecting the City of Sycamore and Sycamore
Park District parks and trails.

This is the recently approved 30 ft. wide and 1.5 mile Somonauk to Sannauk Trail corridor. The photo was
taken near the Somonak Library parking lot looking east. Sannauk Forest Preserve is in the far background.
Trail design and engineering work will begin 2017 and construction planned for late 2017 and 2018.

The ¾ mile trail connection from the western end of the Great Western Trail to
Sycamore Forest Preserve will travel through Stone Prairie Rental Community. This
20ft wide trail corridor will become part of the Great Western Trail.

February 2017‐Completed Project List‐Josh Clark & Crew‐ Southern Preserves
and Natural Resources
1. Continued brush cutting with the front end mower (Brush Cat) in several locations.
Afton‐fire breaks and invasive shrubs in prairies, Sannauk‐ Northwest corner of
woods and below the sled hill
2. Worked on finalizing plan for greenhouse and plant propagation areas at Afton. Met
with several contractors to get prices on grading, gravel work and water and electric.
Project should be finished before the fall.
3. Assisted Carl Kuhn at Shabbona with fire wood splitting.
4. Prepared fire equipment for burn season.
5. We were able to burn 3 units at Afton and 1 unit at Swanson’s Grove (Prairie
Oaks). February fire is rare but we were able to take advantage of the great weather
and get a jump on fire season.
6. Used Bobcat to pile up and move wood debris after contract work along
Crego
Rd at Afton. Contractors used a large fecon mower to cut down and chop up invasive
shrubs along the road that had begun to encroach on the road. Now that the debris
has been removed to expose bare soil we will seed this area with prairie seed mix
that we were given by our friends at Nachusa Grasslands.
7. Mixed seed to be distributed throughout the district.
8. Continued cleaning up park areas at Afton.
9. Attended and presented at the Illinois Association of Conservation Districts
Conference. I presented on “work gadgets and tools” of the forest preserve trade
and deer hunting programs and attended programs on wetlands and invasive
species. This was a great conference again this year.
10. Also attended the Wild Things conference in Chicago. Sessions that I went to
covered a variety of topics having to do with natural areas. I attended sessions on
ants, bees, planting prairies with pollinators in mind, invasive species, savanna
restoration and documenting research. Another great conference.

Northern Preserves Bill Prain and FP staff projects and maintenance
February – March 2017
‐Deadfall removal along trails, lanes and open areas
‐road and shoulder stabilization and repair
‐Flood damage cleanup and repair at Potawatomi Woods
‐Log cabin repairs and cleanup
‐Pollinator display project support
‐Winterize power equipment
‐Firewood supply stocking
‐General supply and equipment organization
‐Maintenance shed insulation and wall covering installation at Hoppe Farmstead
‐Administrative Priorities as called for (materials and supply ordering, pickup and delivery)
‐ Safety investigation reporting and training
‐Skid loader repairs and maintenance
‐Ice control application
‐Sledding Hill garbage pickup, safety monitoring, signage and firewood supply

DeKalb County Forest Preserves
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Connections

Ron Peabody, University of Illinois Extension
DeKalb County Master Gardener and Master Naturalist

Discover Nature’s Wonders
Close to Home
We are very fortunate to have
access to some of the finest natural
wonders in the world. Our national
parks and monuments, state parks,
and various nature preserves provide
endless opportunities for nature’s
enrichment of our lives.
But there is another group of
places a lot closer to home that offer
similar opportunities for exploration
and discovery of nature’s wonders.
Our local forest preserves are
hidden gems just waiting to be
explored. They don’t have famous
names like Yellowstone or Yosemite
but like these wonderful national
parks,
We-The-People own them. They’re
ours to use and enjoy and, in the case
of our forest preserves, these special
places are literally just down the
road.
DeKalb County Forest Preserve
District is comprised of 17 nature
preserves geographically distributed
across the county. They offer a wide
variety of nature experiences that
you won’t have to drive all over the
country to enjoy.

Photos opposite page
1. Birders enjoy great sitings at WilkinsonRenwick Marsh; 2. Woodland burn management
improves forest health; 3. Volunteers help plant
wetland plants at Afton F.P.; 4. Native flowers
brighten up the summer landscape; 5. Historic
1835 Miller-Ellwood Cabin at South Branch
Prairie; 6. Smallmouth bass fishing on South
Branch Kishwaukee River.
Photos courtesy of Terry Hannan, DeKalb
County Forest Preserve District

Outdoor Activities Abound
If you’re a birder, you’ll want to
spend some time with binoculars at
Wilkinson-Renwick, Russell Woods
and Afton preserves. If you’re
interested in prairie restorations,
check out newer restorations like the
South Branch Prairie and Prairie
Oaks. And if you want to see what a
mature, well balanced prairie looks
like, spend some at Afton and Merritt
preserves in July or August.
Want to see what a nature
restoration of an old golf course
looks like today? Take a pleasant
stroll through the Sannauk preserve
near Sandwich and be prepared to be
amazed.
How about fishing? The
Kishwaukee River is known as one
of the best small mouth bass streams
in the country. The Knute-Olson, Jr.
preserve on Baseline Road is a good
spot to try your luck at this crafty
“fighter.” And don’t forget about
Lake Shabbona. The lake offers great
fishing, a number of different species
and is right next to Chief Shabbona
preserve.
Enjoy great hiking? All 17
preserves offer some nice hiking
experiences, but by all means spend
some time on the great trails at
Potawatomi Woods, Russell Woods
and Afton preserves.
Joggers, walkers and bikers will
especially enjoy the Great Western
Trail with new trail head at the new
Sycamore Forest Preserve. Don’t
have a lot of time but would like a
quiet nature stroll close to

Sycamore or DeKalb? County
Farm Woods, the DeKalbSycamore Trail or P.A. Nehring
preserves should fill the bill and
provide some nice variety.

Land Stewards
Make It Happen
And if you really want to get
immersed in nature and truly
“make a difference,” consider
joining our volunteer land
stewards. They meet once a week
on Wednesday mornings to do
ecological maintenance work
at the various preserves. Things
like native seed collecting and
processing, invasive species
control, brush pile burning,
seeding new restoration sites to
name just a few activities. There
is a lot of camaraderie, it’s fun and
very educational.
Yes, there’s a lot of nature to
experience and be part of right
here in DeKalb County. No, you
won’t find famous president’s
faces carved into the side of
a mountain, but you will find
some truly spectacular nature
experiences without driving all
over the country or spending a lot
of money. So get out there. And
enjoy Your Nature. ■

DeKalb County Farm Bureau
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