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The DeKalb County Forest Preserve Committee of DeKalb County, Illinois held an Executive
Session on September 25,2018, in the Legislative Center's Gathertorium, 200 N. Main Street,
Sycamore, Illinois. The session was called by a majority roll call vote of the Forest Preserve
Committee at their regular meeting of the same day.

The session started at 6:02 p.m. Those Members in attendance were Mr. Tim Bagby, Mr. Tim
Hughes, Ms. Maureen Little, Mr. Chris Porterfield, Mr. Craig Roman, and Chairman Bob Brown.

Also present was Forest Preserve District Superintendent Terry Hannan and Mr. Jim and Joretta
Chambers.

PURCHASE OR LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY AS PROVIDED FOR IN 5ILCS

120/2(C)(5)
Mr. Hannan introduced Mr. Jim and Mrs. Joretta Chambers. Mr. Hannan shared that The

Chambers came before the FP Commissioners almost 20 years ago in order to come to any
agreement with the Forest Preserve District. They wanted their land not in a future housing
subdivision and wanted their land in a public conservation use as a forest preserve. Mr. and Mrs.
Chambers were 70 years old then and the Agreement was for the land to be donated and sold
(right of first refusal) upon their deaths. Mr. and Mrs. Chambers are now a healthy 90 years old
and they would like to do this land donation and sale now while they are alive as they stated.

The Committee reviewed a map that illustrated "all acres" of the Chambers land
donation/purchase map shown in red and donated acres shown in green. Mr. Hannan also sahred
that he has e-mailed States Attorney's Office to inquire on an opinion for selling or trading " the
northern part of the land part of the land .. .if they were to purchase all of the acres outside the
donation area.

The Chambers would prefer to donate and sell the whole farm to the District; however, it looks
like there may be an option to purchase less land. If the Committee/Commission would be in
favor of purchasing all of the land Mr. Hannan would recommend that whatever amount of
farmland they acquire, renting the farm land out for a number of years would help reduce our
cost and keep the rented farm land on the tax rolls. It would also not have to be restored,
managed and maintained into prairie /wetland habitat for many years. The Chambers would not
have a problem with the District continuing to farm and rent the property.

The property is 235.6 acres on Glidden Rd. and South Rood Rd. in Kingston Township. Parcel
#'s 02-20-100-006,02-20-400-006,02-20-226-011, 02-20-226-008, 02-20-251-002.
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After unanimously consensus from the Committee, Mr. Hannan stated that he would work the
Chambers to come up with a new Memorandum of Agreement and get a new survey and
appraisal done on the property.

Mr. and Mrs. Chamber left the Executive Session at 6:50p.m.

Mr. Hannan additionally shared that he and Mr. Hughes recently met with the Pebble Beach
HOA regarding property that was previously the Oak Club Golf Course in Genoa, Illinois. The
Golf Course had been abandoned now for many years and the course has been unkept and a
worry to the neighbors. One neighbor who lives off of Base Line Road is looking at possibly
purchasing the entire property as well and would work with the Forest Preserve to sell some of
the land as well. The property ranks high on the Land Evaluation Scales due to it being adjacent
to Knute Olson, Jr. Forest Preserve. Mr. Hannan noted that there are many options right now
with this potential future land acquisition and that he would keep the Committee informed as he
knows more.

Mr. Porterfield moved to adjourn the Executive Session and return to the Open Forest
Preserve Committee Meeting at 7:30 p.m. Mr. Roman seconded the motion. The motion
carried with a 6-0-1 roll call vote. Those voting yeas were Mr. Bagby, Mr. Hughes, Ms.
Little, Mr. Porterfield, Mr. Roman, and Chairman Brown. None were opposed and Mrs.
Haji-Sheikh was absent.
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Preliminary Assessment of the Oak Club. Genoa. Illinois

Prepared bv Josh Ciark. Natural Resource Manager. DeKalb County Forest Preserve

This 100 acre floodplain property is a former golf club that closed several years ago. As the green and

fairways have grown in the typical disturbance weeds and overgrown turf grasses have become

dominant. The Highlights of the property are large open grown oaks and hickories, several pothole

wetlands and some larger wet areas that may revert to sedge meadow over time. There is also % mile

border with Knute Olson Jr Forest Preserve and approximately a % mile stretch of the Kishwaukee River

within the property.

The Plant Communities

As a golf course since 1971 the fairways and roughs were maintained as turf grass. With the abandoning
of the mowing and herbicide applications the grasses have become dominant and many annual and

perennial weeds have come up within and on the edges of the old fairways. Observation revealed that

there is almost no quality vegetation with grasses, disturbance and agricultural weeds dominating the

landscape.

Restoration Opportunities

There is roughly 7 acres of land with large open grown Oaks and Hickories that had likely been mowed
underneath on a regular basis for quite some time. With the exception a .5 acre grove on the east side

of the property there is almost none of the typical invasive shrubs (honeysuckle, buckthorn, gooseberry)
under the Oaks and Hickories. This provides a unique opportunity in that we could quickly restore these

savannas with prescribed fire and seeding without having to do much clearing of invasive shrubs which

is usually the most labor intensive part of restoring oak hickory savannas.

There are 10 shallow water "hazard" ponds which seem to hold water throughout the year and one

deeper pond. From our initial inspection of the site these potholes may have already been wet but were
dug deeper with the development of the golf course. As we restore the land to a more natural state we

will see how these potholes are connected by sedge meadows and how the water flows and moves over

the landscape and under the surface.

Connectivity

A Vi mile of the northern edge of Knute Olsen Jr. Forest Preserve (Knute) borders the southern edge of
the Oak Club. The Oak Club and Knute combined would protect a mile long corridor of the Kishwaukee
River. A mile north of the Oak Club is Russell Woods, Hoppe Heritage Farm and South Branch Prairie.

Future considerations may include trying to connect these preserve to the Oak club as well.



Preliminary Wildlife Evaluation for Oak Club Property. Genoa. Illinois

Prepared by Patrick McCrea. Restoration Ecoloeist. DeKalb County Forest Preserve

Oak Club property offers the variety of habitats. With ecoiogical restoration these areas w/ill be highly

beneficial to wildlife.

The property contains around 11 depressional wetlands. Some of the wetlands are ephemeral and only

have water for a portion of the year and others hold water year round. Ephemeral pools are important

breeding areas for amphibians. With the lack of fish in these seasonal ponds frog and toad offspring

have a better chance of survival. Shallow and ephemeral pools also offer a great feeding and breeding
area for wading birds. The other ponds that hold water year round offer opportunities for fish, turtles,

wading birds, and waterfowl. With these ponds restored with native vegetation they will offer food,

cover, and a place to breed for a variety of wildlife and insects.

The Oak club property offers us an opportunity to restore a small section of woodland as well as some

oak savanna area. The large oaks on this property provide nesting opportunities for birds of prey,

woodpeckers, and smaller cavity nesting birds. Oak savannas are especially important for Red-headed

woodpeckers, a species of special concern.

The South Branch of Kishwaukee River flows down the middle of this property creating a wildlife

corridor The river corridor makes traveling for wildlife easier and the potential for breeding greater.

Large tracks of land with connections are essential to healthy wildlife populations. This river offers

habitat for fish, reptiles, amphibians, mammals, fresh water mussels, insects, and a variety of birds. All

of these species greatly benefit from the connectivity that the river brings to this property.

With native restoration the Oak Clubs old fairways and greens will become tracks of native prairie

creating a mosaic of habitats that are all interconnected. This Property has the potential for diverse

habitat which will support a great variety of wildlife including pollinators. With the connectivity that the

river brings this site will help to ensure wildlife success in DeKalb County.
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