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Make sure you see the book review bulletin board in the hallway and  
take the Maple Quiz on the small bulletin board in the large classroom.   

All correct answer sheets get a maple treat! 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Early Spring Forest  Burn  Three Months After  Forest  Burn 
 
 

The DeKalb County Forest Preserve District  in our effort 
to manage prairies, wetlands, and forests will use 
controlled burns and other practices such as cutting, 
thinning and selective herbicide use at some sites in 
helping reduce non-native invasive species. These 
non-native plants can establish large populations and 
out compete native prairie, wetland and woodland plants. 
If  you see areas that have been managed with fire or other 
practices, the Forest Preserve District  is working to improve 
the diversity and quality of that environment. For 
more information and Natural Resource Management 
Volunteer opportunities, call 815-895-7191 or 
www.dekalbcounty.org. 

 
 
 

Early Spring Forest  Wildflowers 

 
 

Spring Prairie Burn  Four Months  After  Prairie Burn 









                                                                    
February 2014. Maintenance  and safety checks of buildings and grounds, seasonal mowing, firewood cutting 

splitting and  stacking, storm clean-up, shelter house and toilet cleaning, litter pick-up and disposal, road grading, 
trail maintenance, equipment maintenance, scheduling shelter rentals and collecting shelter and camping fees,  water 
sampling . Shelter houses and Lodge are used every weekend by scouts, families and other groups. Natural Resource 
Center Educational Staff teaching school groups.  1835 Miller -Ellwood Cabin work will continue with windows, doors 
and floor, also adz work on logs to match old logs to fill in where old log walls were cut out.  Other projects include 
firewood cutting/splitting/ stacking for winter and spring shelter house rentals and sledding hill warming fires.   
Annual PDRMA Risk Management and Loss Control review went well and preparing for 2014 compliance. Heavy 
winter snows and drifting snow  have forest preserve staff snow plowing roads and parking lots for a variety of winter 
visitors .  

 

Heavy snows, ice and record cold temperatures cancelled many 
winter shelter reservations in February at forest preserves. 



                                                                    
       

 

Snowy Owls have been reported in DeKalb County all winter long.     
A recent sighting in late February at the Afton South Prairie was 
reported by forest preserve staff. Snowy Owl  pictured was near Prairie Oaks Forest Preserve 



                                                                    
 Maple Syrup Day activities:  winter tree identification, winter survival skills, tapping sugar 
maple trees,  boiling down maple sap, and scouts flipping pancakes .  

 

     

           

       



                                                                    

    

          
Cross  – country skiers at Nehring Forest Preserve and something new  at  preserves….. snow bikes                



   

 
Hunter Swanson, earned a Superior rating at the Northern Illinois Regional History Fair at 
NIU. Hunter entered his historical exhibit on the Miller-Ellwood Log Cabin  (on forest 
preserve land ) in the Junior category, as a sixth grader competing with all 6th through 
8th graders.  There were over a hundred exhibits in the NIU ballroom in competition. His 
Superior rating earns him a trip to Springfield in May for the statewide History Fair 
competition. Attached is a photo of Hunter in front of his winning exhibit.  He plans on 
sharing his exhibit with local libraries and the KVHS Museum after the Springfield event 
in May. You will notice he built a replica of the log cabin for the display. Hunter’s  project 
will be showcased at the March 22  Genoa Ney Grange meeting. 

 
 


