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Mission of Regional Offices of Education
According to statute, the Regional Superintendent of Schools shall 1) exercise supervision and control over all school
districts in the region and 2) act as the official advisor and assistant of the school officers and teachers in the region. The
DeKalb ROE is committed to providing high quality services for our communities and stakeholders. We strive to ensure
that school personnel have the resources necessary to carry out their mission. We act collaboratively with the Illinois
State Board of Education (ISBE) to advance safe, efficient, and effective schools. We perform our statutory duties to
guarantee the best educational opportunities for Illinois families.

The Regional Superintendent of Schools is the chief administrative officer of a Regional Office of Education and is the
only elected education professional in Illinois. Most of the duties and functions performed are at a level between that of
the local school district and that of the Illinois State Board of Education. The Regional Superintendent and Assistant Re-
gional Superintendent coordinate and deliver state and local news and act as educational advocates by providing positive
leadership and proactive assistance to educators, school districts, and the public. The Regional Office of Education
(ROE) spends considerable time assisting the Illinois State Board of Education in processing the great number of appli-
cations, reports, claims for reimbursement, and other documents, which are required in today’s education world.

Visit www.iarss.org for additional information on Regional Offices of Education and Intermediate Service Centers.

DeKalb County School District Enrollments
Summary of student enrollment figures for DeKalb County schools during the school years of 2009-2010 through 2019-2020. Public
school figures come from the Fall Housing Report (September 2019). Private school figures are at the request of the ROE.

DISTRICT 10-11 | 11-12 | 12-13 | 13-14 | 14-15 | 15-16 | 16-17 | 17-18 | 18-19 19-20
Genoa-Kingston 424 2016 1909 1867 1834 1773 1763 1735 1673 1652 1602
Indian Creek 425 803 687 766 763 749 722 681 677 697 733
Hiawatha 426 585 608 604 611 580 550 554 518 494 447
Sycamore 427 3787 3805 3767 3738 3744 3757 3783 3683 3766 3778
DeKalb 428 6000 5667 6244 6264 6351 6465 6595 6623 6685 6760
Hinckley-Big Rock 429 733 711 710 695 692 686 691 647 704 726
Sandwich 430 2391 2346 2275 2264 2151 2096 2087 2065 2019 1964
Somonauk 432 876 864 864 821 796 807 819 801 827 812
Regional Safe School 40 53 52 44 61 35 31 38 31 43
Public School Totals 17,231 | 16,650 | 17,149 | 17,034 | 16,880 | 16,881 | 16,976 | 16,725 | 16,875 | 16,865
St. Mary - DeKalb 231 241 250 192 177 193 194 204 205 195
St. Mary’s - Sycamore 198 228 240 244 228 193 184 184 167 178
Somonauk Christian 102 117 124 98 86 No data | No Data 22 24 No Data
Cornerstone Christian 350 339 345 164 279 294 267 277 260 181
Montessori Sycamore 98 22 24 22 No data 20 No Data 41 20 20
Camelot School 132 140 138 88 87 85 84 No Data 98 98
Private School Totals 1111 1087 1121 608 864 785 729 728 774 672
Total Enrollment 18,342 | 17,737 | 18,270 | 17,642 | 17,737 | 17,666 | 17,705 | 17,453 | 17,649 | 17,537




DeKalb County Regional Office of Education #16
Amanda Christensen., Regional Superintendent

Community Outreach
ROE staff members serve as the educational representative on many of the professional and lay committees
established throughout the County and Northern Illinois. The DeKalb ROE seeks ways to build a network of

support for DeKalb County’s children and youth.

In 2019-2020, the Regional Office had representation on
or held membership in the following organizations:

e Illinois Association of Regional Superintendents of
Schools (IARSS)
e  Area II Regional Offices of Education

e Youth Advisory Committee of the DeKalb County Part-
nership for a Substance Abuse Free Environment (DCP-

SAFE) and the Steering Committee
e DeKalb County Juvenile Justice Council
e Kishwaukee Education Consortium Governing Board

e Truancy and Alternative Optional Education Program
(TAOEP) Directors

e The Kishwaukee College Adult Education Area Planning

Council
e  Children’s Advocacy Center Advisory Board
e DeKalb County Youth Service Providers
[llinois Pupil Transportation Advisory Council
Secretary - Regional Board of School Trustees
Illinois Association of School Administrators (IASA)
DeKalb County Department Heads
Live Health DeKalb County
DeKalb Chamber of Commerce
Genoa Area Chamber of Commerce
Sandwich Chamber of Commerce
DeKalb County Drug Overdose Prevention Program
DeKalb Township Committee on Youth
University Village Collaborative
Friends of DeKalb ROE

Additional Community / School Services

e Collaborated with the DeKalb County Community Foundation on the Excellence

in Education awards

e Coordinated the Kindergarten Readiness Collaborative including representation
on Coordinated Intake for Home-visiting and the Truama-informed Committee
e Collaborated with Northern Illinois University in providing Administrator Acad-

emies for educators across the state

2019

2020

e  Consistent meetings with DeKalb County Health Department and district superin-

tendents regarding the pandemic

Professional Learning Activities

ROE staff are expected to engage in continuous improvement
by participating in relevant professional learning.

Facilitated the DeKalb County educator job application consortium
Coordinated and hosted Educator Spirit Day, August 2019
Assisted with the Community Resources for Youth breakfast, October 2019
Planned and operated the County Institute Day at Sycamore High School, October

Hosted the inaugural Kindergarten Readiness Community forum, January 2020
e Coordinated the DeKalb County Spelling Bee at Kishwaukee College, March

Frequent and sometimes urgent COVID 19 trainings
State-wide meetings, area meetings, and legislative up-
dates of Regional Superintendents of Schools

School safety/security communications

Every Student Succeeds Act Conference

PreK-K Conference

KIDS Summit

Partner Plan Act conference

Connecting Conference for Professional Development
Providers

Illinois Coalition for Educating At-Risk Youth confer-
ence

Participated in the Partner Plan Act coaching for collabo-
ratives in early learning

PearsonVUE testing center updating credentials
Health / Life Safety building requirements
Compliance workshops; Educator Licensure trainings
Conferences for professional development providers
Employment trainings such as cultural competency, fraud
awareness, ethical conduct, mandated reporter status
IL Empower training as a Learning Partner

Honoring Years of Service in 2019

Denise Curran, 14 years

Jeff Smith, 7 years, August

Amanda Christensen, 7 years, November

Barb Clark, 5 years, September

Deb Petrie, 5 years, December

Hamilton Williams, 3 years, August

Amy Wendt, 2 years, September

Cindy Baenziger, 2 years, September

Jeff Clark, 1 year, July

Samantha McDavid, 1 year, August

Brianne Wackerlin, 1 year, October

Samantha Balentyne, 1 year, November
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Services to Educators Regarding Licensure

The Regional Office of Education assists teachers seeking an educator licensure including applications, registrations, endorsements,
and renewals. The ROE is the resource for local educators who have licensure questions or who need assistance with the Educator
Licensure Information System (ELIS). According to the ELIS statistics report, 603 educators registered a total of 620 licenses, 386
new teacher licenses were issued, 73 new endorsements were issued, and 79 new paraprofessional licenses were issued in FY20. All
of these statistics indicate fewer licenses and endorsements than the previous year. Annually, the DeKalb ROE checks the credentials
of employed teachers, administrators, and paraprofessionals. ROE staff not only enforce credential requirements, but also assist dis-
tricts and individual educators when there are licensure questions.

The ROE operates a digital fingerprinting system that allows a quick return of criminal background information to employers. The
ROE provides this service to local bus drivers, healthcare workers, school and community agency employees, and volunteers. The
office conducted a total of 1155 fingerprints and criminal history records checks in FY20. This number is down slightly from FY19,
but expected due to COVID-19 negatively impacting hiring practices in our community.

Certification of Bus Drivers / Transportation Recognition of Schools

The Regional Office offers the initial 8-hour training required The DeKalb County ROE issued, in conjunction with the Illinois

for all new school bus drivers prior to getting a bus permit. The State Board of Education, the status of Recognition to each of
ROE also offers the annual 2-hour refresher workshop required the eight public school districts in DeKalb County. The Re-
in the 12-month period prior to renewal. This is prescribed by gional Office conducted a full state recognition compliance visit

the Illinois State Board of Education and enforced by the ROE. in two school districts during the 2019-20 school year: DeKalb
Three initial courses were held at the ROE, and were taught by CUSD 428 and Hinckley-Big Rock CUSD 429. Compliance
Carolyn Amerman and Jason Calloway. Fourteen drivers were items cover a broad range, including: personnel files and prop-
trained at these sessions. There were also twelve refresher erly credentialed employees, student records, school improve-
courses provided mostly on location at school districts. A total ment plans, special education services, board policy, website
of 243 drivers attended these trainings. The Assistant Superin- requirements, treatment of homeless students, staff evaluation
tendent facilitated four Transportation Directors’ meetings. methods and procedure, and mandatory staff trainings.

Services for Substitute Teachers

Regional Board of School Trustees The ROE maintains records for substitutes: blood-borne pathogens training,
physical exams and TB results, mandated reporter acknowledgement, crimi-
nal background results, and licensure. Substitute teachers enrolled with the
DeKalb ROE are eligible to guest teach in any school in DeKalb County
pending district hiring decision. During FY20, 350 substitute teachers used
this service. The ROE provided an additional opportunity for substitutes to
attend a workshop to prepare them on topics such as student safety, class-
room management, instructional strategies, and social emotional learning.
DeKalb County schools are still experiencing a substitute shortage.

The Regional Superintendent acts as ex-officio
secretary for the Regional Board of School Trus-
tees. The Board hears district consolidation cases
and cases in which individuals wish to detach
from one district and annex to another district.
There was no such petition filed in 2019-2020.
Members of the Board are elected for six-year
staggered terms by countywide elections.

W # of Substitute Teachers Enrolled in
MEMBER TOWNSHIP E)T(f’ﬁll\;;s DeKalb Cou nty

Jamie Willrett, Pres. Malta 2021

Thomas Burski Afton 2025

Larry Forsberg South Grove 2023

Laura Frankiewicz Mayfield 2025 .

John Horn Cortland 2021

Charles Rose, VP Sycamore 2025

Vacancy 2023 FY09  FY10  FYll  Fyl2  FY13  FYl4  FY15  FYle  FY17  FYI8  FY19  FY20
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Professional Development for Educators

ROE PD consultants provide imbedded and sustained professional learning tailored to meet the evolving needs of our educational
community. Please visit dkroeedteam.com for our mission, contact information for the consultants, and upcoming events.

ROE PD consultants presented workshops at district
institute days, provided in-classroom instructional
support, and assisted with curriculum implementa-
tion. As an ISBE-approved learning partner for Illi-
nois Empower, consultants also supported nine
county buildings’ school improvement planning and
professional development efforts.

The ROE offered and hosted several workshops
delivered by external professional learning experts
on topics such as Google, social justice, WIDA/ELL
Planning, and the Kindergarten Individual Develop-
ment Survey (KIDS).

With tremendous support from community sponsors
and donors, our office hosted Educator Spirit Day
on August 1, 2019. This event, a celebration honor-
ing educators, included many opportunities to de-
velop educator wellness including yoga & martial
arts workshops, gardening sessions, laughter yoga,
puppy & art therapy and other wellness activities.
Participants were eligible for numerous community
donated raffle prizes.

July 1, 2019-June 30, 2020, the ROE PD consultants delivered:
September- Let’s Get Google Certified! Exam Prep Workshop Level
1, Class Meeting/Circle Time Reboot;, Cooperative Learning Strate-
gies; Classroom Management Strategies Based on Daily 5; New
Teacher Mentor Training, Picture Books as Mirrors, Windows and
Doors

October- Routines for Math Talks, Beyond Wine, Nails and Massage;
Focused Reading Strategies Based on CAFE; New Teacher Mentor
Training, Bridging the Gap Between Pre-K and Kindergarten, Guided
Math for Daily 5 Users

December- Ignite Creativity in the Classroom with Google

January- Picture Books as Mirrors, Windows and Doors, Motivating
Reluctant Learners, Help Students Make Learning Relevant with
Games and Stories

February- Let’s Get Google Certified! Exam Prep Workshop Level 1
March- Genius Hour: When Students Find Their Passion

May- Let’s Get Google Certified! Exam Prep Workshop Level 2

On October 11, 2019, the ROE PD team, in collaboration with county partners, coordinated the Countywide Institute Day at Syca-
more High School. Highlights included keynote speaker, author Matt de la Pena, and workshops about classroom engagement, cul-
turally responsive teaching, and creative curriculum development and implementation resources.

Once schools transitioned to virtual learning in response to the pandemic, ROE PD consultants offered virtual PD opportunities and
support including collaborative networking sessions for instructional coaches, informative social media posts about technology, and
social emotional wellness, as well as support for care package and food distribution, in collaboration with DCCG.

Family and Community Engagement

The Family and Community Engagement (FaCE) team consists of the Program Coordinator for Basics DeKalb County, Community
Outreach for Early Learning, and Family Success Liaisons. The purpose of Community Outreach for Early Learning is to increase
awareness of and engagement in quality, early learning opportunities. To reduce barriers for families, the FaCE team goes into the
community and meets families “where they are” at community events, resource fairs, food pantries, and school events. They promote
Basics DeKalb County to all community members with the shared goal of community saturation (see page 8).

In 2019-2020, DeKalb County ROE’s FaCE team promoted Basics DeKalb County, referred families to Coordinated Intake for home
visiting, and linked families to resources in an effort to reduce barriers. FaCE staff participate in the Coordinated Intake Collabora-
tive for home visiting and the DeKalb County Kindergarten Readiness Collaborative working closely with school districts and com-
munity-based childcare providers to increase equitable access to quality learning opportunities and better align the early learning
continuum. One event to help achieve this was the 1st Annual Kindergarten Readiness Community Forum on January 30th, 2020.
This event had approximately 80 attendees including elected officials, community members, and representatives from both ISBE and
the Robert R. McCormick Foundation with the purpose of encouraging a community focus on early learning. In response to COVID
19, the FaCE team shifted to distributing diapers to families in conjunction with DeKalb County Community Gardens Grow Mobile
pantries to meet the need and continue engaging families. From April through June 2020, the FaCE team distributed approximately
20,000 diapers. During the 19/20 fiscal year, the FaCE team interacted with over 3,500 families at 112 different community events
such as library storytimes and Grow Mobiles in 12 of our local municipalities. This outreach resulted in 14 referrals for home visit-
ing as well as increased public awareness about the importance of early learning.

As state-wide experts, the Early Learning team or Basics Coordinator presented at the KIDS Summit December 2019, PreK-K Con-

ference March 2020, and Partner Plan Act June 2020.
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Testing Center
Thanks to DeKalb County making available a com-

puter lab, the DeKalb ROE remains a PearsonVUE
authorized testing center. There was a pause on test-
ing early in the pandemic and then we resumed
business with fewer people testing simultaneously
and added a day each week to accommodate the
need. In FY20, 323 different candidates tested on a
total of 465 tests. There were 41 regularly sched-
uled testing days. Registrations are done online
through PearsonVUE. In order to register for the
ETS Paraprofessional Assessment, individuals need
to go to www.dekalbroe.org. The number of tests
administered has been decreasing since FY17, but
there is still a need for a testing center. Since the
Basic Skills Test is no longer required for teacher
preparation, that test demand decreased whereas
GED increased.

Tests Administered 7/1/19-6/30/20

B GED

m Constitution

Education Content Area

Paraprofessional

Illinois High School Equivalency Testing and Issuance

The General Educational Development (GED) is a battery of high school equivalency tests.
Individuals may register at www.ged.com and choose DeKalb County ROE as the testing
site. Upon completing requirements, the individual may request a transcript and/or certifi-
cate for $10 each. During 2019-20, 36 IHSE certificates and 61 THSE transcripts were re-
quested and issued, allowing individuals to move forward with their educational or career
plans. The Constitution Test for IHSE continues to be available at no cost to the candidate

and appointments are made by calling the ROE.

H Other
# of Tests

Type of Test Administered
GED 138
Constitution 22
Education Con-

tent Area 140
Paraprofessional 62
Other 103
TOTAL FY20 465

School Students

Year Identified
2008-2009 | 217

2009-2010 | 206 200
2010-2011 | 222 200
2011-2012 | 221 200
2012-2013 | 319 100
2013-2014 | 359 o
2014-2015 | 349

2015-2016 | 267

2016-2017 | 313

e Number of Students Served in DeKalb County

Trend Data of Homeless Students Served
by DeKalb ROE

S ~—

FYO9 FY10 FY11 FY12 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20

2017-2018 | 253

2018-2019 | 242

2019-2020 | 313

McKinney Vento Grant Funds Received

$40,000
$30,000
$20,000
$10,000

S0

FYO9 FY10 FY11 FY12 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17 FY18 FY19 FY20

e F NS

School Funds

Year
2008-2009 | $11,000
2009-2010 | $11,000
2010-2011 $20,179
2011-2012 | $20,179
2012-2013 | $21,329
2013-2014 | $13,010
2014-2015 | $19,510
2015-2016 | $11,193
2016-2017 | $17,400
2017-2018 | $31,000
2018-2019 | $20,884
2019-2020 | $19,476

Services for Homeless Students
The McKinney-Vento Act, signed
into law in Illinois on January 24,
1995 ensures that students who are
considered homeless maintain consis-
tent school attendance with minimal
disruption. During the 2019-2020
school year, 313 homeless youth
were identified in DeKalb County (an
uptick from the previous year).
Schools are responsible for identify-
ing these vulnerable students and
notifying the ROE for services. Ar-
mando Mahaffey served as the
DeKalb County Liaison for Homeless
Students, training school district per-
sonnel in identifying homeless chil-
dren and those in housing crises and
providing the supports necessary to
ensure consistent school attendance
with reduced barriers. Services in-
clude transportation assistance,
clothes, hygiene products, food, tu-
toring, and helping to access medical
care or social services. The DeKalb
ROE appreciates all of our partner
social services for their support of
displaced students.
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Truancy Intervention

This was the 33rd year that DeKalb County
was part of a Truants’ Alternative Optional
Education Program. The DeKalb County
Student Success Team processed 868 refer-
rals from schools. After piloting Family
Success Liaisons in FY19 as more intensive
family support that was funded philan-
thropically, the grant from the Illinois State
Board of Education increased to allow for
these positions to be systematized. These
supports include regular home-visits, build-
ing relationships between the schools and
families, and identifying and mitigating
barriers to regular school attendance. While
early interventions are preferred, the
DeKalb ROE appreciates working with the
State Attorney’s Office and DeKalb County
Court Services when needed.

Total student enrollment in public schools
was 16,865; 5.1% of all DeKalb County
public school students were referred for
truancy. This percentage has increased con-
sistently from 2.6% in FY16. Out of the
868 referred, 43% were Black or African
American, 24% were Hispanic or Latino,
and 28% were White. Males constituted
49% and females were 51%. The grade
from which the greatest number of referrals
came was 2nd, followed by Ist, then 3rd.
The crisis of chronic absenteeism is happen-
ing at the earliest grades; this is part of the
reason why we instituted the Family Suc-
cess Liaisons.

Due to ISBE guidance, student remote
learning absences during the intense
COVID 19 mitigations in March-May 2020
were not counted toward truancy.

Truancy Referrals by Category

Truancy Alternative Optional Education Program Grant Funds
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=== Total Referrals
Chronic | Potential TOTAL
School Year | Grant Funds | Truant | Truant Dropout
2009-10 $112,177 204 95 225 524
2010-11 90,067 188 63 81 332
2011-12 96,669 265 62 288 615
2012-13 86,567 233 106 45 384
2013-14 83,754 209 129 77 415
2014-15 81,870 279 134 79 492
2015-16 83,754 217 139 83 439
2016-17 83,754 316 150 76 542
2017-18 83,754 412 153 106 671
2018-19 83,754 524 249 123 896
2019-20 165,683 539 267 62 868
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Health / Life Safety and Inspections

e Provides and interprets Life Safety Code information for
school officials

e Inspects every public school every year (43+ buildings)

e  Issues building permits, occupancy permits, and demoli-
tion permits

e  Conducts walkthroughs of construction sites with archi-
tects in preparation of occupancy

e  Maintains records of districts’ 10-Year Surveys and
Amendments

e  Processes school maintenance grants and use of health-
life safety funds

e Facilitates a county-wide safety and security committee
of district facility managers and law enforcement

Northwestern Illinois Association (NIA)

The NIA is an association of public school districts in the ten
northwestern counties of Illinois, which provides services to
children with low incidence disabilities such as severe sight or
hearing problems or orthopedic impairments. A large geo-
graphic area is needed in order to provide an effective and
economical program since a very small percentage of children
are found with these needs. Location: Sycamore CUSD 427
Administration Building, 245 W. Exchange St., Sycamore.

Kishwaukee Education Consortium (KEC)

KEC serves DeKalb, Genoa-Kingston, Hiawatha, Sycamore,
Hinckley-Big Rock, Indian Creek, Sandwich, Somonauk and
Rochelle. KEC is the Regional Safe School Program, provid-
ing alternative education to students who have multiple sus-
pensions or an expulsion. This program is part of the ReStart
program which gives students the opportunity to “restart”
their academic, social, and emotional growth. At the end of
2019-20, 43 students were enrolled in the Safe School. We
have continued to receive the Career Education grant for Safe
School students to engage in career technical education, learn
career skills, and obtain work placements under a KEC super-
Visor.

Visits for Homeschooled Children

The ROE visits home school families and can request evi-
dence of curriculum, completed work, and assessment as well
as verification of start dates, overall satisfaction with the pro-
gram and progress of the homeschool student. During FY20,
the ROE visited four homeschool families. The ROE assists
families in registering as a homeschool.

Basics DeKalb County continued community saturation of the 5 nurturing practices that promote healthy
brain development and Kindergarten readiness. During FY20, over 30 organizations were onboarded and
thirteen partner pledges were secured with organizations to implement the Basics into their organizational

structure. These organizations included public school dis- . . ‘
B AS | C S tricts, preschools, service organizations, county offices, ‘ : e | ]
and libraries. Over 100 staff who work in DeKalb County = :
DeKalb County  were trained on how to interact with families using the

Basics. Basics DeKalb County was also featured in five
conferences including the local County Institute Day, and also statewide audiences
such as the KIDS Conference, NIU STEAM, Illinois ASCD Pre-K/ K Conference,
and Partner Plan Act reaching over 400 people. Basics DeKalb County began holding
quarterly meetings with local stakeholders known as Basics Ambassadors in order to
maintain movement of this grassroots initiative. FY20 saw an increase of Basics Am-
bassadors in attendance with the gatherings moving to a virtual format. In February
2020, Basics DeKalb County launched the new tool Basics Insights texting, sending
users a science-based fact and a related brain boosting activity customized to the
child’s age. Between February and June, 125 users were enrolled in the texting pro-
gram. Successful projects with implementation partners during FY21 include The
Basics Wall at the DeKalb County Health Department and also the distribution of 50
Early Learning Toolkits to local families in partnership with Kishwaukee United Way
among many other projects. In addition, staff participated on the DeKalb County Kin-
dergarten Readiness Collaborative. Visit Friends of DeKalb ROE to find out about the
fiscal agent for Basics or www.basicsdekalbcounty.org for more information on the
Basics.

Because 80% of brain growth
happens in the first three years!
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