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DeKalb County Government 
Sycamore, Illinois 

 
Economic Development Committee Minutes 

August 3, 2021 
 

The Economic Development Committee of the DeKalb County Board met on Tuesday, August 
3, 2021, in the Legislative Center’s Gathertorium in Sycamore, Illinois. Ms. Rukisha Crawford 
called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Those Members present were Mr. Tim Hughes, Mrs. 
Kathy Lampkins, Ms. Terri Mann-Lamb, and Ms. Rukisha Crawford. Those absent were Vice-
Chair Kiara Jones and Madam Chair Laurie Emmer. A quorum was established with four 
Members present and two absent.  
 
Others present included Becky Springer and Bridget Nodurft.     
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
It was moved by Ms. Mann-Lamb, seconded by Mr. Hughes and it was carried unanimously 
by voice vote to approve the agenda as presented.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
It was moved by Mrs. Lampkins, seconded by Mr. Hughes and it was carried unanimously 
to approve the minutes of the March 2, 2021 Economic Development Committee Meeting 
and the March 8, 2021 Special Economic Development Committee Meeting.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were no public comments.  
 
COUNTY ASSESSMENT OFFICE 
 Fee Increase Proposal 
Chief County Assessment Officer Bridget Nodurft joined the Committee to request the increase 
of a Commercial Data Report. This report is the only source of revenue for the Assessor’s Office. 
The office currently charges $25.00 for a Commercial Data Report request. That report has been 
remained the currently price for over 10 years.  
 
Ms. Nodurft shared that the fee is not consistent with other Counties in the surrounding area. 
They are charging $100.00 for the same report.  
 
To not burden the users all at once, she proposed an increase to the fee to $50.00 for the 2022 tax 
year and then incrementally increasing the fee by $10.00 a year for the next 5 years until the 
$100.00 fee is reached.  
 
It was also clarified that this report is usually purchased about 10-12 times per year by large 
corporate agencies. This is not a report that the average local tax payer would come in and 
purchase. It was additionally clarified that $100.00 is the maximum fee for the report per Illinois 
State Statute.  
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The Committee discussed the matter amongst themselves. There seemed to be a consensus that 
$100.00 was an agreeable amount to charge for the report but there were disagreements on how 
quickly to arrive at that price point.  
 
Ms. Mann-Lamb moved to amend the proposal and begin charging $100.00 for a 
Commercial Data Report on January 1, 2022. Ms. Crawford seconded the motion. Those 
Members voting yea were Ms. Crawford and Ms. Mann-Lamb. Mr. Hughes and Ms. 
Lampkins opposed. The motion was defeated.  
 
Mr. Hughes moved to amend the proposal and charge $50.00 in 2022 and $100.00 in 2023 
for a Commercial Data Report. Mrs. Lampkins seconded the motion. Those Members 
voting yea were Mr. Hughes and Mrs. Lampkins. Those opposed were Ms. Crawford and 
Ms. Mann-Lamb. The motion was defeated.  
 
Due to there only being four Members present and not being able to come up with a compromise, 
the Committee thought it best to hold off on this item until next month. 
 
Ms. Crawford moved to Table the Assessment’s Office’s Fee Increase Proposal until next 
month. Ms. Mann-Lamb seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
 
 2020 Annual Report (Link to Full Annual Report) 
Ms. Nodurft additionally reviewed her 2020 Annual Report with the Committee. She shared that 
the Assessment Office is an essential office and experienced many changes in 2020, in addition  
to the COVID-19 pandemic which affected many of our functions, they started the year with 7  
employees and ended it with 3.  
 
When the State closed non-essential business in March, the Administration Building was closed 
to in-person visits until reopening on June 1, 2020. The shutdown affected the day-to-day 
workflow and limited contact with visiting public. To ensure social distancing protocols, part of 
the staff worked from home for 3 weeks and then socially distanced when returning to the office. 
To accommodate the taxpayers and gain more access to the public, the State removed the notary 
requirement from the senior assessment freeze forms and the department extended the deadline 
from July 1 to October 31st. They also encouraged the use of mail and email to return renewal 
forms instead of in person delivery. For those in need of in-person service, staff met them in the 
parking lot and the building vestibule. To help keep the public informed, they published multiple 
public service announcements on the Radio, in the Newspapers, on the County Website and 
Facebook page.  
 
In August, a Board of Review members passed away and a month later a second member needed 
to step down due to a family medical crisis. The Board was unable to have a quorum and could 
not meet until new members were appointed. Due to the State exam requirement, testing 
potential members during a pandemic proved to be challenging, but they were able to appoint 2 
new Members and 1 new Alternate Member and the Board resumed its meetings in November.   
 
 
 
 
 

https://dekalbcounty.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/ao-annrpt-2020.pdf
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The annual assessment notices were published and mailed, with 2,986 notices being sent, on  
October 1st.  The Board of Review began appeal hearings in November, completed their work,  
and certified the 2020 assessments to the County Clerk on Feb 10, 2021. The 2020 equalized 
assessed value rose from $2,430,988,300 in 2019 to $2,526,465,220 in 2020.  
 
The office experienced changes in leadership and personnel when the CCAO left on medical  
leave in May, the Mapping Division merged with GIS and a part time employee retired, causing  
the office to function short staffed for the bulk of the 2020 calendar year.  While shorthanded, 
during the pandemic, the success of the office in meeting all deadlines and giving the public full 
access to the office and all of its services, is due to the dedication and hard work of the 
Assessment Office and Mapping Division staff, Ms. Nodurft expressed.  
 
A couple of additional facts that were highlighted in the Annual Report were: 

 2020 Real Estate Transactions 
o The number of parcels sold in 2020 decreased slightly. From 2345 in 

2019 to 2265 in 2020. The largest decline in sold parcels was seen in sales of 
commercial and industrial properties. 

 

 2020 New Construction 
o New construction decreased from $17,758,253 in 2019 to $11,604,694 in 2020 

primarily due to a slowdown or delay in construction during the pandemic. Large 
projects such as Ferrara Candy, Syngenta and Facebook will be assessed once 
they are completed in 2021 & 2022.  New Construction values for 2021 are 
estimated to be approximately, 37,000,000. 

 

 Exemptions  
o 21,443 Owner Occupied 6,570 Senior Exemptions 1,812 Senior Assessment 

Freezes 733 Veteran & Persons with Disability 
 
FUTURE COMMITTEE TOURS 
Again, due to there only being four Members present, it was determined that this discussion item 
would be carried over to a future meeting.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
It was moved by Mrs. Lampkins, seconded by Mr. Hughes, and it was carried unanimously to 
adjourn the meeting at 7:56 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
_________________________   ___________________________   
Chairman Laurie Emmer    Tasha Sims, Recording Secretary  
  


