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DeKalb County Government 

Sycamore, Illinois 

 

Committee of the Whole Minutes 

September 8, 2021 

  

The Committee of the Whole of the DeKalb County Board met in the Legislative Center’s  

Gathertorium on Wednesday, September 8, 2021. Chairman John Frieders called the meeting to  

order at 7:00 p.m. Those Members present were Mr. Tim Bagby, Ms. Mary Cozad, Ms. Rukisha 

Crawford, Mrs. Karen Cribben, Mr. Bill Cummings, Mr. Patrick Deutsch, Mrs. Laurie Emmer,  

Mr. Steve Faivre, Mr. Tim Hughes, Mrs. Kathy Lampkins, Ms. Dianne Leifheit, Ms. Maureen 

Little, Mr. Jim Luebke, Ms. Terri Mann-Lamb, Mr. Neill Mohammad, Mr. Craig Roman, Ms. 

Linda Slabon, Mr. Larry West (via phone), Vice-Chair Suzanne Willis, and Chairman John 

Frieders. Those absent were Mr. Scott Campbell, Ms. Kiara Jones, Mr. Jerry Osland, and Mr. 

Roy Plote. A quorum was established with twenty Members present and four absent. 

 

Mr. Faivre moved to allow Mr. Larry West to attend the meeting by other means via phone 

as per County Board Rule Sec. 2-21(D). Ms. Crawford seconded the motion and it was 

approved unanimously by voice vote.  

 

Others present included Brian Gregory, Jim Hutcheson, Brad Belanger, and Greg Millburg.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Mrs. Emmer moved to approve the agenda as presented. Mr. Hughes seconded the motion 

and it was carried unanimously by voice vote.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

It was moved by Ms. Mann-Lamb, seconded by Mr. Luebke and it was moved unanimously 

to approve the minutes from the August 11, 2021 meeting.  

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments.  

 

CHAIR’S COMMENTS 

Chairman Frieders had no additional comments.  

 

Ms. Kiara Jones and Mr. Roy Plote arrived. There were now twenty-two Members present and 

two absent.  

 

PRESENTATIONS/DISCUSSIONS  

Reports from Committee Chairs  

Mr. Faivre, Chair of the Planning & Zoning Committee, reported that the Committee had no 

actionable items this month. The Committee is still waiting for the Hearing Officer’s 

recommendations on the last few Hearings regarding Special Use Permits for industrial solar 

farms. On October 7, 2021, there will be a Public Hearing on the county-wide acreage limitation 

on industrial solar projects, he shared.  
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Mr. Plote, Chair of the County Highway Committee, shared that the Committee recommended  

approval of a Resolution for anticipation of Township Bridge Funds for Pierce Road District to 

reconstruct McGirr Road Bridge.  

 

Mrs. Emmer, Chair of the Economic Development Committee shared that Chief County  

Assessment Officer Bridget Nodurft came to the Committee once again to request an incremental 

increase in the fee that is collected to product a Commercial Data Report. The Committee agreed 

to incrementally increase the $25.00 fee by $25.00 a year for the next three years until a $100.00 

fee is reached.   

 

Ms. Crawford, Chair of Health & Human Services Committee shared that the Committee did not 

meet and she had no report.   

 

Ms. Leifheit, Chair of the Law & Justice Committee, shared that State’s Attorney Rick Amato 

provided the Committee with an overview of the SAFE-T Act. Ms. Leifheit encouraged all 

County Board Members to review the presentation that will be sent to them. She additionally 

shared that the Honorable Judge Waller provided them with a COVID-19 update in regards to 

the Courthouse and trials. They were also informed that part of the criminal justice reforms, the 

State of Illinois will be taking over the Pretrial Program. This came to a shock and an upset to 

DeKalb County since the program here works so very well and is one of five nationally 

accredited programs. Lastly, Ms. Leifheit shared that at the October Health & Human Services 

Committee Meeting, they will be receiving a presentation on the local Police/Social Worker 

Program.  

 

Mr. Bagby, Chairman of the Finance Committee provided an overview of the Committee’s last 

meeting to the Board. The Committee received and placed on file the FY2022 Budget 

Recommendation. The recommendation came with an improved layout and more information to 

provide more transparency throughout the budget process, Mr. Bagby added. The Committee 

also approved to forward two property tax sale Resolutions and received a financial update from 

the Rehab & Nursing Center’s Management Company. Census has come to a plateau and the 

facility has expended the County’s $2 million loan. He lastly shared that there will be a FY2022 

Budget Q&A Workshop prior to the full County Board Meeting on Wednesday, September 15, 

2021 at 5:45 p.m. 

 

Mr. Roman, Chair of the Forest Preserve Operations Committee, shared that they met at 

Riverwood Forest Preserve in Genoa. The Committee placed on file their FY2022 appropriation 

and levy for public inspection as well as discussed the history of the Riverwood Preserve.  

 

Vice-Chair Willis inquired about the status of the County Board Redistricting process. Mr. 

Gregory shared that the County was waiting on the final census data but in the meantime, he and 

the other two may authors (Derek Hiland, Community Development Director and Nathan 

Schwartz, County Engineer) have had their training on the software program. As soon as the 

final data is received they will be ready to draw their maps. The timeline remains that the maps 

will be presented at the November Committee of the Whole with a possible vote to be made at 

the November 17, 2021 County Board Meeting.  
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COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

Mr. Gregory informed the Board that next Monday, September13th at 11:00 a.m. in the 

Gathertorium will be the third Public Hearing continuation for the Owens Creek Solar Project.  

 

He reiterated that on Thursday, October 7, 2021 at 2:00 p.m. in the Gathertorium will be the 

Zoning Text Amendment Public Hearing for the county-wide acreage limitation on industrial 

solar projects.  

 

Lastly, Mr. Gregory gave a brief update on the Sheriff’s Digital Radio Project. E.F. Johnson will 

be correcting some issues that were discovered in DeKalb as well as go through and correct some 

minimal punch list items.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

It was moved by Mr. Luebke, seconded by Ms. Mann-Lamb and it was carried unanimously 

to adjourn the meeting at 7:29 p.m.         
 

             

        

Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

 

_____________________________    ______________________________ 

John Frieders, Chairman     Tasha Sims, Recording Secretary  

  


