
Community Food Health & Education Center  

DeKalb County Community Gardens is launching the Community Food Health & Education Center, the first-of-its-kind in Northern 
Illinois. The Center will address the root causes of poverty and bring economic vitality that will transform the Annie Glidden North 
neighborhood for years to come. The Center will also bring together medical, mental health, child care, pre-k and family support 
together under one roof.  

DeKalb County Community Gardens’ innovative Community Food Health & Education Center will be well aligned and will work 
collaboratively with the newly announced Northern Illinois Center for Community Sustainability (NICCS), in partnership with Northern 
Illinois University and the Illinois Innovation Network., 
The Community Food Health & Education Center addresses the 
need for fresh food into an area defined as a food desert with 
high unemployment and low income by offering:  

• Emergency food access programs that meet the immediate 
nutritional needs of low-income residents while at the same 
time providing social connections.  

• Cooking and gardening programming, along with affordable 
produce markets, to promote healthy eating and build 
community connections.  

• Civic engagement programming to connect residents to the 
issues that affect their lives and empower them to make 
their voices heard.  

• Experiential education programming — for those with or 
without disabilities — on a wide range of topics from water 
resource conservation to social entrepreneurship to 
nonprofit management; also allowing community food 
systems researchers’ real world testing opportunities.  

• Community resources, such as a variety of medical, mental 
health, and social services,  money management assistance, 
career training and small business startup education.  

 

  
Program components of the    
Community Food Health & Education Center include:  

1. Urban farm and greenhouse. A multi-acre fresh vegetable 
farm with modern 9,000 square feet of year round, fully 
automated greenhouses. Increasing food access, increased 
career training and jobs.   

2. Regional food hub providing processing storage and 
aggregation. A facility that will provide a variety of 
infrastructure resources such as cold and frozen storage, and 
connect regional and state-wide growers to Chicago markets.  

3. Shared use kitchen. A commercial shared use incubator 
kitchen provides space for job training, instruction and 
demonstration in the preparation, use and preservation of 
healthy fresh foods. Also incubator space for food 
entrepreneurs.  

4. Food market. A indoor / outdoor market selling locally 
sourced food items from local food entrepreneurs, as well as 
offering local food donations such as from grocery stores.  

5. Restaurant. A farm-to-table restaurant seating 150 diners 
doubles by day as a community restaurant serving meals on a 
pay-as-you-are-able basis.  

             For more information, contact:  Dan Kenney,   
             DeKalb County Community Gardens, Executive Director  
             815-793-0950 dkenney@dekalbgardens.org   
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DeKalb County Community Gardens

Community Food Health and Education Center

Background on DCCG:

DeKalb County Community Gardens (DCCG) Is a 501(c) 3 tax-exempt organization founded In
2012 to help end hunger and food Insecurity In DeKalb County, IL. DCCG seeks to empower
residents In and around DeKalb County with access to healthy and sustainable foods through
community gardens, experiential education programs, and providing fresh vegetables at no cost
for those in need.

• Enterprises and Services

At the core part of Its mission, DCCG manages over 15 acres of growing space Including two
greenhouses totaling 6000 sf. These growing operations provide thousands of pounds of fresh
food every year to local pantries, daycares, schools, community meal sites, low Income housing
units, and programs that address senior citizens such as Meals on Wheels. In 2020 DCCG

celebrated the distribution of one million pounds of food since operations began In 2012.

In addition, DCCG manages One Seed One Plant, an on-line store where customers can easily
preorder a variety of vegetable, flower, perennial and herb plants. Gardeners may choose from
over 65 different varieties of tomato plants and over 40 varieties of pepper plants. In 2020
DCCG saw a record number of on-line sales as Interest In gardening surged during the COVID
pandemic. DCCG expects to maintain and grow those sales In 2021.

All plants are grown at Walnut Grove Vocational Farm (WGVF), a primary program of DCCG,
which provides Innovative work opportunities and agricultural/horticultural training for groups
of high school and transitional students and young adults with developmental disabilities In an
Integrated, supportive setting. The WGVF Is funded In part by an annual grant from the DeKalb
County Mental Health Board (DCMHB). WGVF expanded Individualized programs In 2020.
WGVF participants grow and sell bedding, vegetable, herb, and perennial plants, as well as a U-
Plck strawberry field, and Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) program, while learning
transferable life skills, and connecting with the wider community In a healthy, fun and
meaningful way.

The CSA program. Box of Hope, provides fresh, sustalnably grown vegetables over a 20-week
growing season to local subscribers. Subscriptions can also be donated to families In need.

Produce grown by DCCG Is supplemented with product from local farmers connecting them to



another community sales outlet. DCCG's 2020 winter Box of Hope was so popular it sold out

completely. Spring and summer 2021 Boxes of Hope are expected to be successful also.

In addition, DCCG operates Grow Mobile, a mobile food pantry and education center that

delivers free food into food insecure neighborhoods in the community. After four years of

operation, more than 85,000 urban and rural residents of DeKalb County have been served with

fresh and shelf-stable food through Grow Mobile. DCCG launched the program after being

chosen as a finalist in the Healthiest Cities and Counties Challenge sponsored by the American

Public Health Association, AETNA Insurance, and the Association of Counties. In 2020, a second

Grow Mobile unit was added.

In January 2020, DCCG opened the Genoa Area Community Food Hub (GACFH) on Main Street

in Genoa, IL GACFH expanded the local food pantry, and added a commercial kitchen, food

hub and community cafe, to increase fresh food access to area residents. Their multi-purpose

space includes:

• An expanded food pantry serving Genoa-Kingston residents

• A commercial kitchen featuring nutrition education and cooking classes and

demonstrations

•  Kitchen rental and incubator space for small and start-up food businesses

• Monthly "pay-as-you're-able" dinners open to the community

In spite of the disadvantage of opening its doors at the start of the 2020 pandemic, the

response of the community to GACFH has been tremendous. Some of the achievements of

GACFH in 2020 include breakfast and lunch for school children available for pick up and

delivered by volunteers, providing 4552 meals specifically for children; Prairie State Winery

contributed nine weekly dinners for distribution to 484 households in need; livestock

contributed by local farmers was processed for use by the hub; Holiday Dinner Meal Kits were

available for Thanksgiving and Christmas; working relationships were established with the

Northern Illinois Food Bank, Klein's Farm and Garden Market, local churches, and the AARP.

GACFH's drive-through food pantry, created as a response to covid restrictions, increased

households served by the pantry by 344 percent {1426 households, 5337 individuals), and

distributed over 175,000 pounds of food in 2020.

• Community Partnerships

During nine years of operation, DCCG has nurtured an impressive number of community

partnerships. DCCG has experience providing services with over 70 community partners,

including neighborhood organizations, libraries, schools, nonprofits, municipalities, county

government, park districts, local businesses, hospitals, family health centers, foundations, and

churches. For example, DCCG works in partnership with Northwestern Medicine and public



schools, to provide educational programming in gardening and nutritional health. DCCG also

works with Northern Illinois University, and Live Healthy DeKalb County.

In other community leadership roles DCCG's Farm-to-Pantry Program coordinates local growers

and food pantries. Food pantries place orders through DCCG, which are facilitated with local

growers and then delivered to the pantries. DCCG is also the convener and facilitator of the

DeKalb County Local Food Security Council, which brings all sectors of the local food system

together to collaborate and build capacity.

An important measure of community support and engagement is the number of volunteers and

volunteer hours contributed to DCCG. In 2020 alone 702 volunteers contributed 3161 hours of

volunteer labor to support DCCG's activities and services.

A respected member of the community, with a reputation for meaningfully impacting the lives

of area residents, DCCG enjoys significant philanthropic and community support in DeKalb

County, and maintains a network of connections throughout the region. DCCG has had

demonstrable success in meeting its primary mission for nearly a decade.

Additional strengths of the organization:

Committed, experienced staff

Long-standing history of private donations and foundation support

Significant political support for projects

Demonstrated excellence in agriculture and horticulture

Operational and warehouse space provided through a partnership with NIU

Established collaborative relationships locally and in the region
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In other community leadership roles DCCG's Farm-to-Pantry Program coordinates local growers and

food pantries. Food pantries place orders through DCCG, which are facilitated with local growers and

then delivered to the pantries. DCCG is also the convener and facilitator of the DeKalb County Local

Food Security Council, which brings all sectors of the local food system together to collaborate and build

capacity.

An important measure of community support and engagement is the number of volunteers and

volunteer hours contributed to DCCG. In 2020 alone 702 volunteers contributed 3161 hours of volunteer

labor to support DCCG's activities and services.

A respected member of the community, with a reputation for meaningfully impacting the lives of area

residents, DCCG enjoys significant philanthropic and community support in DeKalb County, and

maintains a network of connections throughout the region. DCCG has had demonstrable success in

meeting its primary mission for nearly a decade.

Additional strengths of the organization:

• Committed, experienced staff

•  Long-standing history of private donations and foundation support

•  Significant political support for projects

•  Demonstrated excellence in agriculture and horticulture

• Operational and warehouse space provided through a partnership with Northern Illinois

University

•  Established collaborative relationships locally and in the region

Project Purpose: DeKalb County Community Food Health & Education Center

The proposed Community Food Health and Education Center (CFHEC) will be home to expanded

growing operations Including three greenhouses and garden center; additional plant production

acreage; a flexible area for food aggregation and processing; a commercial shared use kitchen;

and space for Indoor and outdoor markets; In addition to classroom and gathering spaces for

the community. This building and Its services will be provided In the Annie Glldden North

Neighborhood on property provided by Northern Illinois University for the project. There will

be many different departments of study at NIU engaged In learning and providing services

though the Center. The facility will also provide space for Greater Family Health. Greater Family

Health, also funded In part by DCMHB, Is the only Federally Qualified Health Center In DeKalb

County. Greater Family Health will provide Its full range of medical, dental, and mental health

services out of the Center. The building will also provide office space for Regional Office of

Education's Basics Program and DeKalb Township Social Services outreach. Other nonprofit

agencies, such as Youth Service Bureau, will also be able to use office space In the building to



serve clients from the neighborhood and around the County. The CFHEC was also choserl as a

high priority project by the Annie Glidden Revitalization Task Force established by the City of

DeKalb and adopted by the City Council of DeKalb.

The Community Food Health and Education Center (CFHEC) will allow DCCG to:

•  Expand products and production in the core greenhouse and garden operation

•  Provide Job training year-round

•  Expand Grow Mobile, the mobile food pantry that provides food access to both

urban and rural areas of the county

•  Launch a multi-functional commercial kitchen which will o Provide resources for

beginning and early stage food enterprises o Provide farmers and other producers with

tools needed for value-added production

o  Provide on-site catering capabilities for rental events

•  Launch a food aggregation and processing center to o Support Boxes of Hope,

DCCG's popular CSA, and Grow Mobile programs

o  Prep crops from multiple sources for DCCG's indoor and outdoor

markets, and expand local food distribution to nearby institutions

•  Establish indoor and outdoor markets providing increased access to fresh and

healthy food to the surrounding community

•  Develop and provide gardening and nutritional education programs to the

community

•  Further develop work opportunities and training for high school and transitional

students and young adults with developmental disabilities, and low-income individuals

in the community

The primary elements of the proposed Community Food Health and Education Center are

further described below.

Greenhouse-Garden Center

Moving DCCG's 6000 sf existing greenhouse operation, presently located in Kirkland, to DeKalb

allows a larger retail presence with significant potential revenue growth. Currently, the

Kirkland greenhouses enjoy strong retail traffic for the spring plant sale; however, the location

prohibits any expansion of retail nursery sales.

In the new DeKalb location, the Greenhouse and Garden Center will generate revenue year-

round, rather than over a limited number of weeks. Beyond spring plant sales, year-round

activities and holidays such as Halloween, Christmas and Easter can yield additional sources of



revenue, the and opportunity to expand the services provided by the Walnut Grove Vocational

Farm program.

With a minimum of 34 acre garden and 9,000 square feet of heated greenhouse space the

CFHEC will have ample resources for farming fresh vegetables. The Greenhouse and Garden

center will be used for instruction in growing, harvesting, and distributing fresh produce; raising

bedding plants in the spring and fall; and selling produce and indoor plants from the

greenhouses year-round. Related items such as gardening supplies, pots, gifts, wreaths and

roping will also be sold.

Boxes of Hope and Grow Mobile will have access to produce year-round from the greenhouse

operation, which will also grow plants for wholesale sale to park districts, and retail sales to

consumers. Additional space will allow for rental events such as weddings. In addition to these

diverse programmatic and revenue streams, the Greenhouse and Garden Center will provide

multiple training and employment opportunities for individuals with and without

developmental disabilities in the areas of horticulture and agriculture.

Grower Aggregation and Processing Center

DCCG currently grows food at over 50 sites. The Aggregation Center will consolidate product

from these sites, and from the greenhouses and gardens at CFEC, to achieve greater overall

efficiency and standardization in propping food for distribution. The Grower Aggregation Center

is planned as a state-of-the-art facility, fully complying with latest food safety protocols. Area

growers and farmers will also be able to use the site for a fee, helping them to scale operations,

prepare crops for sale, and introduce new offerings.

Functions that can be performed in the Aggregation Center include:

•  Washing, cooling and propping food crops from multiple sites, readying them for

sales and distribution

•  Further value-added processing such as husking, chopping, blanching or freezing

•  Storage of refrigerated and frozen produce

•  Jobs, job training, and workforce development programs

Commercial Kitchen

The kitchen generates revenue from several sources. It will feature several preparation stations,

allowing multiple food enterprises to work at the same time. Equipment will include a walk-in

cooler and freezer, dry storage facilities, prep tables, cooktops, ovens and common wash and

sanitation facilities.



A flexible design will take advantage of wholesale and retail opportunities as well as the

possibility of supporting rentals and events. Potential kitchen users are: • Farmers turning

crops into value-added products

•  Food entrepreneurs and food- business start-ups. The kitchen will allow for preparation,

order aggregation, storage and distribution

•  Local organizations renting the space for meetings and corporate functions

• Community members seeking facilities for weddings, graduations and other family

events

• Beekeepers extracting and bottling honey

• Nutrition education programs aimed at reducing diet-related disease in the community,

and teaching participants basic food preparation skills

Indoor and Outdoor Market Space

A flexible area is planned to accommodate both indoor and outdoor market capabilities. A

garden center retail area will anchor the indoor market area, with additional space available for

the sale of products and produce from CFHEC's gardens, greenhouses, kitchen, and processing

facility. Pick-up locations for Box of Hope and other CSA vendors. Farmers' Markets for area

producers. Holiday Markets, flower and plant sales in the spring will add vibrancy and draw

traffic to the facility.

Educational Programs

Education it is a primary focus of the DCCG and will continue to be a meaningful part of the

CFHEC. Educational commitments can be greatly expanded in the new facility, offering a site for

school field trips, job training, and programs in gardening, nutrition and health.

Examples of possible educational programs include:

•  Nutrition education programs aimed at reduction of diet-related diseases

•  Youth and job training programs in gardening, farming, landscaping, and food

preparation

•  Future farmer and beekeeping apprenticeship programs

•  Connections between nutrition and mental health series

Additional Services Housed in the CFHEC include thus far:

Greater Family Health: is the only Federally Qualified Health Center in DeKalb County.

Greater Family Health will provide its full range of medical, dental, and mental health services

out of the Center.

DeKalb Regional Office of Education Basics Program: is a community-based and
county-wide initiative that relies on the support of charitable donations, agency and business



partners, and family engagement. We offer FREE resources and supports to families, caregivers,
and local organizations so that ALL children in DeKalb County will have a great start in life.

Basics DeKalb County is part of a comprehensive early learning initiative known as the DeKalb

Countv Kindergarten Readiness Collaborative (https://www.dkroeedteam.com/dekalb-countv-

kindergarten-readiness-collaborative.html) that was founded as part of a collective impact

movement at the DeKalb County Community Foundation. We are inspired by the fact that 80%

of brain growth occurs in the first three years of life. Everyday interactions between children,

their parents, caregivers, and any adult in the community can provide rich opportunities to

boost brain development in DeKalb County children. Every child from every background can

benefit.

Basics DeKalb County is an affiliate of the Basics Learning Network (thebasics.orR). a nationally-

recognized initiative that provides strategies for whole communities to support vibrant learning

and brain development among infants and toddlers.

DeKalb Township Human Services Office: Providing access to financial assistance with rent and

utility costs.

DeKalb County Youth Service Bureau: assists youth as they build healthy lives and

relationships with their families, friends, and community.

Proposed Time Line:

Project Timeline:

Ptoject milestones:

Date Event

30-Sep-21 Year one

Dan begins as Project Manager

Feasibility, program, operations research and
planning

l-Nov-21 Capital Campaign launches (13 months)

l-Mar-22 Construction Pre-Development starts (7 months)

l-Aug-22 Constmction begins (12 months

30-Sep-22 Year Two

Capital Campaign continues

Dan continues as Project Manager

Program, operations planning and targeted outreach
to users

30-Sep-23 Year 3

30-Sep-23 Construction ends

l-Oct-23 Operational start-up begins (4 months)

DeKalb Center director starts



Closing

l-Jan-24 Operations begin

l-Jan-24 Greenhouse operations functional

l-April-24 Garden, retail, market area opens

l-Jun-24 Aggregation facility opens

For many years the connections between food Insecurity and physical Illnesses has been well

documented. Now, researchers are discovering the lack of nutritious food has a great Impact on

mental health. Studies show that food Insecurity was positively associated with a higher risk of

depression and suicide. A separate study In Boston found that food Insecure mothers were

three times more likely to experience maternal depression than food secure mothers.
Researchers have also found that as food Insecurity Increased, mothers had more mental
health Issues, Including major depressive episodes and generalized anxiety disorder. The

children In the study even displayed Increasing behavior problems as food Insecurity Increased.

When studying teens age 13-17 those who were food insecure had greater odds of having a
mood, anxiety, behavior, or substance disorder In the past year. Other studies have found
similar results when examining groups of younger kids as well.

Food Insecurity Is a complex Issue that comes with many physical, mental, and social concerns.
This connection with mental health Is one more reason why addressing food Insecurity Is so

Important for communities. Although It Is still not clear what causes the relationship between
food Insecurity and mental health. It's possible that Interventions to Improve food security In

food Insecure populations could also Improve overall mental health.

DCCG has a many year track record of projects that use food as a conduit to address several
different needs at the same time. DCCG has always believed from Its start that local food

systems can play an Important role In solving health, social, and economic problems. The
Community Food Health and Education Center has the same potential of elevating food,

nutrition, employment, education, career opportunities, Integratlve learning, medical, dental,
and mental health concerns. A true community center that can send ripples of hope and relief
throughout the neighborhood, community, county, and region.

Thank you for considering this request. I would be happy to meet with you to further discuss
this exciting project and working together.

Submitted by Dan Kenney

On behalf of DeKalb County Community Gardens



Summary Progress Report

Progress Report

Community Food Health and Education Center Project

July 25, 2021

Donation of land use by NIU. Valued at $1.2 million

Private donations committed totaling $900,000

In-Kind donation of site preparation valued at $250,000

Grant application submitted: USDA Community Food Project Grant = $400,000

Direct Spending Request Proposal submitted to Senator Duckworth = $1.75 million

DCCG has over $400,000 on-hand In DCCG Community Food Center Escrow Account

Should be receiving and depositing an additional $80,000 In a couple of weeks

Will have an architectural firm signed by end of July. Three excellent firms are

responding.

Interviewing Capital Campaign Consultants and should have secured by middle of

August.

Have a business plan In place. Timeline: Fundralsing 2021- 2022. Start Construction

2022. Open phase 1 by fall of 2023. Fully open January of 2024

Securing financial Institutions for gap funding.

Have compiled a list of over 50 foundations, large corporations, and other possible

funding sources that will be developing relationships with for eventual funding.

Have an attorney for the project

Have a letter of Intent with Greater Family Health to be located In the building. This will

provide rental revenue to the project.

In talks with other non-profit organizations to be co-located In the facility. Will have

more letters of Intent by end of August.

Meeting with City Council and County Board members.

Meeting with potential funders regularly.

Convening regular neighborhood meetings to gain current Information on needs, and

get neighborhood leadership Into the planning and building process.

DCCG Is engaged In creating a statewide and northern Illinois collaborative of local food

systems.



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

DISTRICT OFFICE:

J 58 W. STATE ST., SUITE C

SYCAMORE. IL 601 78

815-748-3494

W W W.REPK EICHER.COM

SPRINGFIELD OFFICE.

2 1 8 - N 5TR ATTON OFFICE BUILDING

SPRINGFIELD. IL 62706

217-782-0425

JEFF KEICHER
STATE REPRESENTATIVE • 70TH DISTRICT

April 15, 2021

To Whom It May Concern,

As State Representative for Illinois' 70"" District ser\'ing the City of DeKalb and surrounding
communities, I am pleeised to provide a letter of support for DeKalb County Community Gardens'
application to the USDA - National Institute of Food and Agriculture for the Community Food Projects
Competitive Grant. The funds will be used for programming at the DeKalb Community Food and
Education Center (DCFEC)

DCFEC is a top priority of the Annie Glidden North Revitalization Plan-a plan that sets forth the
strategic direction for revitalization of the .AGN Neighborhood tmd address the root causes that have
led to the neighborhood's decline. This neighborhood is home to persistent crime, generational poverty
and a lack of resources.

The DeKalb County Community Gardens has taken the lead in championing the food and education
center. DCFEC is part of the long-term plan to improve the quality of life for residents in this area, and
will offer a farm-to-table restaurant, grocery store and outdoor market, commercial shared use

incubator kitchen and regional food hub in one of DeKalb's low-income neighborhoods. This project
will greatly improve the quality of life for residents in the neighborhood and has widespread
community support.

I would also like to add that my office is in the process of securing a $100,000 grant through the
Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity for DCEFC planning and development. I
respectfully recommend the strongest support for DeKalb County Community Gardens' application.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you wish to discuss this matter in greater detail. Thank you for
your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Jeff Keicher

State Representative

SOYBEAN INKS



Office of Rick Amato

DeKalb County State's Attorney

DeKalb County Covirthouse
133 W. State Street

Sycamore, Illinois 60178

General Offices:

Tel: (815) 895-7164
Fax: (815) 895-7101

April 13, 2021

To Whom It May Concern:

The State's Attorney has the exclusive responsibility for prosecuting violations of the criminal laws
of the State of lUinois, as well as traffic violations. The State's Attorney provides legal advice to aU
Covmty Officials and represents the County in all actions where the County's officials or employees
are a party.

I offer this letter of commitment for DeKalb County Community Gardens' proposal in response to
the Request for AppHcations issued by the USDA — National Institute of Food and Agriculture for
the Community Foods Projects Competitive Grant Program (Funding Opportunity Number USDA-
NlFA-CFP-007953).

The DeKalb State's Attorney's Office and DeKalb Coxmty Community Gardens is a new relationship
that is vital to help hviild hope and safety in the targeted area. The State's Attorneys Office is
committed to ending generational traumas occurring though family violence.

The DeKalb County State's Attorney's Office will contribute to the success of the DeKalb County
Food and Education Hub project by partnering together to develop a multi-agency approach to
service our community. By combining our services and focuses with other socisd service agencies
and local businesses of our community, to the people most in need, we will successfully ehminate
hunger, address traiuna, and target an end to poly-victimization and increase pubhc health and
safety. Our office has 14 attorneys and 7 support staff that are engaged daily in seeking Justice for
our community. The State's Attorney's Office seeks partners within our community to biiild hope
and develop a Family Justice Center approach to serving our community.

We believe this grant and our partnership with DeKalb County Community Gardens will have a
great impact on meeting the food needs of low income individuals of DeKalb. It wiU continue to
bring us closer to being a hope filled community.

Sincerely,

Rick Amato

DeKalb Coxmty State's Attorney

www.dekalbcounty.org



TAMMY DUCKWORTH
COMMITTEES

,  ILLINOIS

ARMED SERVICES

United States Senate
COMMERCE, SCIENCE,

AND TRANSPORTATION

ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS

April 29, 2021

Ms. Carrie Castille Director

National Institute of Food and Agriculture
United States Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Avenue, SW, MS 2201

Washington, DC 20250-2201 Dear

Director Castille:

SMALL BUSINESS AND

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

I write to express my support of DeKalb County Community Gardens' (DCCG) application to
the Community Food Proyects competitive grant program offered by the United State Department of
Agriculture's (USDA) National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA). Funding from this program will
support DCCG's proposed Community Food & Education Center.

DeKalb County Community Gardens is a non-profit organization that manages over 15 acres of
local growing space with over 200 raised beds. Since 2012, DCCG has produced over 200,000 pounds
of food for local food pantries, day care centers, schools, community meal locations and more. Their
mnovative proposal to establish a Community Food & Education Center has been chosen by the City
of DeKalb as a high priority project for the revitalization of the Annie Glidden North Neighborhood.
This neighborhood is a food desert area of the City and is home to 25% of the total population. The
proposed project would be located in an Opportunity Zone and borders the nearby Northern Illinois
University Campus.

As a U.S. Senator, I have made it a priority to support federal investments that increase access
to fresh nutrient dense food and encourage community unity. This project aligns with the core goals
of the Community Food Projects grant program by improving access to healthy food in an
underserved community while creating jobs and providing opportunities for economic development.
This could be one of the most transformative projects planned for anywhere downstate Illinois, and it
can serve as a model that be replicated across the state as we work for a more resilient food system
forall lllinoisans.

Please accept this letter of support for DeKalb County Community Gardens' (DCCG)
application to the Community Food Proyects competitive grant program. In keeping with your
existing rules and regulations, I urge you to give their application your full and fair consideration If
you have

any questions, please contact my Downstate Director, Randy Sikowski, at (217) 528-
6124.

Sincerely,



RMjn

Northern Illinois
University

Office of the President

April 14, 2021

To Whom It May Concern:

It is my pleasure to offer the support of Northern Illinois University (NIU) to DeKalb

County Community Gardens' (DCCG) proposal for the USDA- National Institute of Food

and Agriculture for the Community Food Projects Competitive Grant Program (Funding

Opportunity Number USDA-NIFA-CFP-007953).

NIU and DCCG have a strong and expanding partnership. We applaud DCCG's passionate

pursuit of its mission to end hunger, empower individuals and grow community. The

vision, mission and values of NIU are closely aligned with those of DCCG. We strive to be

an engine for innovation to advance social mobility and embrace the opportunity to work

closely with DCCG to make a positive impact on our local community.

Food insecurity is a sad reality in our community and on our campus. The College and

University Food Bank Alliance estimates that nearly a third of college students are food

insecure. We are grateful that DCCG is a key provider, partner and mentor for NIU's

student food pantry. At the height of the COVID-19 public health emergency in 2020,

DCCG accelerated production, aggregation and distribution, providing 850,000 pounds of

food to 84,000 individuals throughout the county.

We are delighted to be partnering with DCCG on their Community Food and Education

Center (CFEC). The CFEC will be located on NIU's campus and allows us to begin changing

the world close to home: addressing food insecurity while creating a healthy local foods

culture, uniting and empowering diverse campus and community members, generating

and applying new knowledge for more inclusive and sustainable communities, and

creating jobs and economic opportunity for all.

NIU is committed to the success of the CFEC. We are providing a long-term, no-cost lease

for the project with an estimated value of $1.2 million. We will incorporate the food

grown at the CFEC into our housing and dining enterprise to create a revenue stream

while enhancing the healthy food options for our students. We will help facilitate student

employment, experiential learning and engagement activities.
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NIU, DCCG and many other partners are working closely together to align multiple

initiatives and developments that are converging to transform the community. NIU's

emerging $23 million Northern Illinois Center for Community Sustainability (NICCS) is a

world-class research institution being built in close proximity to the CFEC site.

Multimillion dollar public infrastructure investments and a comprehensive revitalization

plan are being implemented in Annie Glidden North (AGN), an underserved neighborhood

in close proximity to the campus. Nearly a billion dollars in private investments have

been made in DeKalb County over the last year, bringing new jobs and opportunities for

corporate partnerships and support.

On a personal note, my husband and I are DCCG donors and volunteers. We consider it a

privilege to be a small part of an organization that carries out its mission with such a high

level of compassion, vision and excellence.

As president of NIU, I see the opportunity to make the CFEC a national model for

university-community collaboration around food insecurity and food innovation. The

capacity, energy and optimism generated by the community's shared vision and the

developments underway have positioned us for mutual success. Federal investment in

the CFEC will accelerate the considerable progress underway and help ensure a more

sustainable and inclusive future for DeKalb and its residents.

Sincerely,

Lisa C. Freeman, D.V.M., Ph.D.

President


