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DeKalb County Government 

Sycamore, Illinois 

 

Economic Development Committee Minutes 

October 5, 2021 

 

The Economic Development Committee of the DeKalb County Board met on Tuesday, October 

5, 2021, in the Legislative Center’s Gathertorium in Sycamore, Illinois. Madam Chair Emmer 

called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Those Members present were Ms. Rukisha Crawford, 

Mr. Tim Hughes, Mrs. Kathy Lampkins, Ms. Terri Mann-Lamb, and Chair Laurie Emmer. Ms. 

Kiara Jones was absent. A quorum was established with five Members present and one absent.  

 

Others present included County Administrator Brian Gregory, Chief County Assessment Officer 

Bridget Nodurft, Dan Kenney, and Ellingsworth Webb.      

 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

It was moved by Mrs. Lampkins, seconded by Ms. Crawford and it was carried 

unanimously by voice vote to approve the agenda as presented.  

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

It was moved by Mr. Hughes, seconded by Ms. Mann-Lamb and it was carried 

unanimously to approve the minutes of the September 7, 2021 Economic Development 

Committee Meeting. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were no public comments.  

 

DEKALB COUNTY COMMUNITY FOOD HEALTH AND EDUCATION CENTER 

Mr. Dan Kenney, founder and Executive Director of DeKalb County Community Gardens joined 

the Committee to provide a presentation outlining a new Community Food Health and Education 

Center within the City of DeKalb.  

 

DeKalb County Community Gardens (DCCG) is a 501(c)3 tax-exempt organization founded in 

2012 to help end hunger and food insecurity in DeKalb County, Illinois. DCCG seeks to 

empower residents in and around DeKalb County with access to healthy and sustainable foods 

through community gardens, experiential educational programs, and providing fresh vegetables 

at no cost to those in need. Mr. Kenney went on to provide more of a detailed overview of 

DCCG’s mission, various programs, and community partnerships.  

 

The proposed Community Food Health and Education Center (CFHEC) will be home to 

expanded growing operations including three greenhouses and garden centers; additional plant 

production acreage; a flexible area for food aggregation and processing; a commercial shared use 

kitchen; and space for indoor and outdoor markets; in addition to classroom and gathering spaces 

for the community. This building and its services will be provided for in the Annie Glidden 

North neighborhood on property provided by Northern Illinois University for the project. There 

will be many different departments of study at NIU engaged in leaning and providing services 

through the Center. The facility will also provide space for Greater Family Health. Greater  
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Family Health, also funded in part of the DeKalb County Community Mental Health Board, is 

the only Federally Qualified Health Center in DeKalb County. Greater Family Health will 

provide its full range of medical, dental, and mental health services out of the Center. The 

building will also provide office space for the Regional Office of Education’s Basics Program 

and DeKalb Township Social Services outreach. Other nonprofit agencies, such as Youth Service 

Bureau, will also be able to use office space in the building to serve clients from the 

neighborhood and around the County. The CFHEC was also chosen as a high priority project by 

the Annie Glidden Revitalization Task Force established by the City of DeKalb and adopted by 

the City Council of DeKalb.  

 

The CFHEC will allow DCCG to: 

• Expand products and production in the core greenhouse and garden operation 

• Provide job training year-round 

• Expand Grow-Mobile, the mobile food pantry that provides food access to both urban 

and rural areas of the County 

• Launch a multi-functional commercial kitchen which will provide resources for 

beginning and early-stage food enterprises and provide farmers and other producers with 

tools needed for value-added production 

o Provide on-site catering capabilities for rental events 

• Launch a food aggregation and processing center to support Boxes of Hope, DCCG’s 

popular CSA, and Grow Mobile programs 

o Prep crops for multiple sources for DCCG’s indoor and outdoor markets, and 

expand local food distribution to nearby institutions 

• Establish indoor and outdoor markets providing increased access to fresh and health food 

to the surrounding community 

• Develop and provide gardening and nutritional education programs to the community 

• Further develop work opportunities and training for high school and transitional students 

and youth adults with developmental disabilities, and low-income individuals in the 

community 

 

Mr. Kenney detailed the proposed timeline of the project, which is scheduled to break ground in 

2022 and be fully operational in early 2024. He also reviewed a summary of the progress report 

of the project and the results of gathering funding for the project. 

 

Mr. Kenney expressed that he was not asking the County for funding but wanted the Board 

Members to be aware of this project and hoped they may want to be involved or partner in some 

way on the project in the future.  

 

The Committee thanked Mr. Kenney for joining them and detailing this new project that could 

potentially have a great economic impact on the community.  
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FY2022 Budget 

 a.   FY2022 Budget Appeals, if any 

There was no appeal addressed to the Economic Development Committee. 

 

 b.   Committee’s Questions & Review of Departments’ FY2022 Budget Requests 

There were no questions.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

It was moved by Mrs. Lampkins, seconded by Ms. Crawford, and it was carried unanimously 

to adjourn the meeting at 7:38 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

_________________________   ___________________________   

Chairman Laurie Emmer    Tasha Sims, Recording Secretary  

  


