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DeKalb County Government 
Sycamore, Illinois 

 
Special Joint Meeting of the  

Rehab & Nursing Center Operating Board & County Finance Committee  
October 6, 2021 

 
The DeKalb County Rehab & Nursing Center Operating Board and the County’s Finance 
Committee of DeKalb County, Illinois met in a Special Joint Session on Wednesday, October 6, 
2021, in the Legislative Center’s Gathertorium in Sycamore, Illinois.  
 
Madam Chair Rita Nielsen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Those Board Members present 
were Mr. Ferald Bryan, Mrs. Karen Cribben, Mr. Bill Cummings, Mr. Steve Kuhn, and Chair Rita 
Nielsen. Mr. Greg Millburg was absent. A quorum was established with five Members present and 
one absent.  
 
Simultaneously, Chairman Bagby called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Those Members present 
were Mr. Scott Campbell, Mr. Bill Cummings, Mr. Steve Faivre, Mr. John Frieders, Ms. Dianne 
Leifheit, Mr. Jim Luebke, and Chairman Tim Bagby. A quorum was established with all seven 
Members present.  
 
Others present included Brian Gregory, David Berault, Robert Miller, Ellingsworth Webb, Sheila 
Santos, Kathy Lampkins, Becky Springer, Scott Gima, Suzanne Willis, Larry Lundgren, Roy Plote, 
Maggie Niemi, and eight other members of the public.   
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
It was moved by Chair Bagby, seconded by Mr. Kuhn and it was carried unanimously by 
voice vote to approve the Joint Meeting Agenda as presented.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were no public comments.  
 
DEKALB COUNTY REHAB & NURSING CENTER FINANCIAL STATUS DISCUSSION 
County Administrator Brian Gregory thanked both the Operating Board and the Finance Committee 
for holding this Joint Meeting regarding the financial distress of the DeKalb County Rehab & 
Nursing Center. He noted that the Finance Committee has heard regular updates from Management 
Performance Associates (MPA) as a condition of the County’s $2,000,000 cash-flow loan made in 
April, 2021. MPA are the managers of the DeKalb County Rehab & Nursing Center (DCRNC) and 
have been for the last 24 years.  
 
With the loan exhausted and continued cash-flow issues there have been questions as to the current 
status, the responsibility of the Operating Board vs. County Board, and what the options are moving 
forward, Mr. Gregory explained.  
 
What is now called the DeKalb County Nursing Home was begun as a “poor farm” in 1853.  Prior 
to that time when persons were in need of public assistance, due to financial or health reasons, they 
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were referred to the township overseers of the poor.  The overseers would allocate available county 
resources to assist these people.  The County Board of Supervisors felt that the poor of DeKalb 
County would better be served by a centrally located facility which ultimately led to the creation of 
the County Home in 1945. The 1960’s were the beginning of many new concepts in health care for 
the elderly and chronically ill. Along with these new concepts came many new rules and regulations 
for the licensing of all health care facilities. Plans for an addition to the County Home was 
presented to the architect in 1966. The groundbreaking ceremony was held at 1:00 p.m. on May 8, 
1968. The new structure consisted of a ground floor and three stories above that.  A total bed 
capacity of 194 beds were available on three patient units. 
 
MPA was hired to manage the operation in August of 1997. The DCRNC’s current facility (Health 
Facility Campus, 2600 N. Annie Glidden Rd., DeKalb, IL 60115) was constructed beginning in 
1998 and was officially occupied in March 2000.  
  
Fast-forward in time, the County sold $13,000,000 in bonds in August, 2020 to pay for the Rehab & 
Nursing Center Expansion project.  Construction activity in 2019 and 2020 was funded with Rehab 
& Nursing Center cash reserves and internal borrowing. The bonds were issued for 30 years at an 
average interest cost of 2.23% and with all debt to be retired by operating revenues of the Rehab & 
Nursing Center. Annual debt service payments will range from a low of about $624,000 to a high of 
about $683,000. The bonds will not be fully retired until December 15, 2050, subject to a call 
provision beginning December 15, 2030. 
 
In regarding to the Expansion Project, it was reminded that the project was suspended/closed last 
November due to the pandemic and the County received about a $90,000 credit for the remaining 
work. With COVID-19 seemingly under control a few months back the Public Building 
Commission (PBC) inquired about finishing the remaining items in order to complete the 
Expansion Project. Ringland-Johnson Construction, the original General Contractor, was asked to 
provide an estimate of the cost to finish the interior work (a preference was for the original General 
Contractor due to familiarity with the project and warranty issues). The estimate that was provided 
was $334,072. There are some COVID impacts but the majority of the materials are on site and no 
one expected that kind of a price jump. The PBC rejected the proposal and has put the project on 
hold until the environment is better for this type of construction. 
  
As of September 30, 2021 the daily census at the DCRNC was 117 and has 66 full-time and 91 
part-time employees. 
 
Mr. Gregory proceeded to outline the DCRNC’s recent financial challenges.  
 

• FY2019: Budgets $15,997,400 in Patient Service Revenue; Actual Revenue is $13,905,290. 
This resulted in a $2,092,110 short of budget projection.  
 

• August 2020: The County sold $13,000,000 in bonds for an expansion project at the 
DCRNC to be paid from operating revenues over the next 30 years.  The debt service 
averages $661,500 per year for a total of $19,846,449. 
 

• FY2020: Budgets $16,654,000 in Patient Service Revenues; Actual Revenue is 
$13,839,223. This resulted in a $2,814,777 short of budget projection.  
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• March 15, 2021:  The Treasurer’s Office noted cash flow issues with this fund.   
 

• April 21, 2021:  The County Board approves a Loan of $2,000,000 for cash flow purposes. 
 

• September 1, 2021: Loan Proceeds have been exhausted.   
 

Mr. Gregory additionally reviewed the DCRNC’s current financial position which is still a bit fluid. 
The DCRNC has lost hundreds of thousands of dollars in each of the last eight consecutive months 
(on a cash basis). Administration in conjunction with MPA are working to identify any expected 
receivables that are outstanding and hope to be able to share that information with everyone shortly. 
There are currently thought to be about $2,000,000 in receivables that are less than 210 days old 
and potentially close to around $3,000,000 that are 210+ days old. These receivables will need to be 
gone through with the respective Medicare and Medicaid agencies to identify what is and isn’t able 
to be collected on at this point.  
 
The financial history of the facility illustrated that the last profitable year was in 2018. DCRNC was 
profiting $24,435/month on average and had an average daily population of 181.2. Currently, the 
facility is operating at a loss of ($424,828)/month with an average daily population of 117.1.  
 
Mr. Gregory shared that they are going to work diligently to research and evaluate all receivables. 
Next week, the Board will be requested to allocate additional interim cash-flow assistance. MPA 
and DCRNC Administration will continue to look for ways to increase census and reduce 
expenditures.  
 
Lastly, Mr. Gregory stressed how dire this situation has become and that this needs to be the 
County Board’s number one priority. He suggested taking the Finance Committee’s monthly 
DCRNC Financial Updates to the Board’s Committee of the Whole. Adding that this is an entire 
Board issue and everyone needs to be kept fully informed. He added that the DCRNC is part of the 
County and while the Operating Board makes decisions regarding the execution of contracts and 
has spending authority, ultimately if the bills cannot be paid, they will become the responsibility of 
the County.  
 
Discussion ensued surrounding the outstanding receivables, staffing challenges, the increased costs 
with Agency Staff, as well as the increased costs County-owned facilities take on with having to 
pay benefits and IMRF. The current lower star rating was brought to light as well and what affect 
that may have on the public’s perception of the facility.  
 
Many Members of both parties commented that they have been disappointed in the fact that they 
did not know about this financial distress until the cash-on-hand was already exhausted. Newly 
appointed DCRNC Administrator, Maggie Niemi, expressed that she was not aware of just how bad 
the financial status of the facility was. She additionally noted that the staff is under a lot of stress 
and that they love what they do and want to be able to remain competitive, pay their vendors and 
staff, and did not feel MPA was being transparent with them.  
 
Mr. Gregory assured the staff that were present that there would be no question they the County 
will make payroll. He will work with the County Board in coming up with a system to begin paying 
the vendors that have checks that have been held for many months in the County’s Finance Office 
due to cash-flow issues.  
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Finance Committee Member and County Board Chair John Frieders reiterated that this issue will be 
on the Board’s forefront and that they need to be proactive in how they may be able to find 
solutions to the DCRNC’s financial hardships. The Board is committed to reviewing all of the 
possible options in a timely fashion.  
 
Both Chairs thanked each respective Board/Committee for participating in the Joint Meeting and 
while neither was able to leave with a good message, they were now all better informed of the 
situation and how they arrived to where they are today.  
 
ADJOURNMENT – Operating Board 
It was moved by Mr. Cummings, seconded by Mr. Kuhn, and it was carried unanimously to 
adjourn the meeting at 7:22 p.m.  
 
ADJOURNMENT – Finance Committee 
It was moved by Mrs. Cribben, seconded by Mr. Faivre, and it was carried unanimously to 
adjourn the meeting at 7:22 p.m.  
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Tasha Sims 
Recording Secretary  


