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DeKalb County Government 
Sycamore, Illinois 

 
Forest Preserve Operations Committee Minutes 

October 26, 2021 
 

The DeKalb County Forest Preserve Operations Committee met for their regularly scheduled 
monthly meeting at the Hoppe Heritage Farmstead / 1835 Miller-Ellwood Cabin in Kingston, 
Illinois on Tuesday, September 28, 2021. Chairman Roman called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
Those Members present were Ms. Mary Cozad, Mr. Tim Hughes, Ms. Terri Mann-Lamb, Ms. 
Suzanne Willis, and Chairman Craig Roman. Mr. Patrick Deutsch and Ms. Maureen Little were 
absent. A quorum was established with five Members present and two absent.  
 
Others present included Forest Preserve District Superintendent Terry Hannan and Garrett Sims.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
It was moved by Ms. Willis, seconded by Ms. Cozad and approved unanimously by voice 
vote to approve the agenda as presented.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Ms. Mann-Lamb moved to approve the September 28, 2021 minutes as presented. Mr. 
Hughes seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were no public comments.  
 
APPROVAL OF FY2022 LEVY & APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 
Mr. Hannan explained that since the Levy and Appropriation Ordinance was placed on file, a 
new EAV number was provided which equaled $2,442,550,564.  The EAV increased as a result 
of the City of DeKalb closing their TIF early.  What this means is that the valuation that was 
being taxed and deposited into the TIF Fund is now going to be distributed through normal 
means, provided the taxing bodies levy against that EAV.  In essence it is viewed like “new 
construction” for the other taxing bodies shifting the property tax revenue from the TIF to the 
taxing bodies. It was also noted that the 50% surplus that the City of DeKalb was paying the 
districts, which makes up most of the previous $19,000 figure, will also go away.   
 
Mr. Hannan continued that the EAV increase at the capped .06% Forest Preserve tax rate adds 
about $50,000, minus the anticipated $19,000 TIF 2020 revenue that possibly will be paid in 
2021, for a net increase of $31,000 in the Forest Preserve District FY2022 Budget. 
 
In the Final Appropriation Ordinance and Levy attachments Mr. Hannan made some appropriate 
line-item changes to reflect the added funding.    
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Mr. Hannan lastly recapped that the Forest Preserve total property tax dollars for FY 2022 is 
$1,815,000. Proposed 2021 Tax Rates collected in 2022:                                                                                          
General Fund      $1, 465,000      0.06000  
F.I.C.A.                     $54,000      0 .00227 
I.M.R.F.                      $6,000      0 .00026  
Tort and Liability    $290,000     0 .01250     Total 2021 proposed Tax Rate for FY 2022 = 0.07431     
 
A $200,000.00 value home would pay about $46.44 per year ($3.87 per month) in Forest 
Preserve District property taxes in 2021. $572 per acre assessment for farmland pays about $0.42 
cents per acre in forest preserve property taxes. The Forest Preserve tax is less than 1% of a 
home owners property tax bill (about 7/10 of 1%).     
 
Mr. Patrick Deutsch arrived. There were now six Members present and one absent.  
 
Ms. Mann-Lamb moved to forward the Forest Preserve District’s FY2022 Levy Ordinance 
and Appropriation Ordinance to the full Board of Commissioners on December 8, 2021 
recommending the passage of both. Ms. Willis seconded the motion. The motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
MONTHLY REPORTS & ACTIVITIES  
Mr. Hannan shared that the Annual Jeff’s Trees event happened at Afton Forest Preserve on 
Saturday, October 9, 2021. There were about 30 of Jeff’s family and friends who planted trees 
near the Afton Wetland Bank.  
 
Many people have donated family and friend’s memorial benches to the Forest Preserve District. 
Other benches, the Forest Preserve District thanks others who have helped preserve and restore 
land. Illinois Clean Energy Community Foundation awarded a 50% land acquisition grant for 
$597,500 and a $20,000 Prairie Pollinator Meadows grant at Riverwood Forest Preserve and a 
new bench was constructed in their honor. Another bench at Riverwood was constructed as a 
thank you to the Bob Wood Family. Mr. Wood helped with the acquisition for the Riverwood 
Forest Preserve as well as provided a large cash donation, parking lot, maintenance shop, 
boundary split rail fence donations and all the pre-acquisition work done at Riverwood Forest 
Preserve. 
 
Mr. Hannan also shared some projects that the District has been working on as well as some 
upcoming events that they will be hosting for the community.  
 
HISTORY & TOUR OF THE HOPPE HERITAGE FARMSTEAD / 1835 MILLER 
ELLWOOD CABIN 
Mr. Hannan shared that the 60-acre site was home to the Hoppe Family for over 140 years. It is 
now the location of the re-located and re-constructed 1845 Miller-Elwood log cabin, a significant 
historical artifact of the County’s earliest settlers. The adjacent South Branch Prairie, which 
contains five native plant communities as well as the South Branch of the Kishwaukee River, has 
been recognized nationally by the Natural Resources Conservation Service as an especially high-
quality wetland restoration. A number of uncommon birds that require river, marsh or grassland 
habitat, including Sand Hill Cranes and Bald Eagles visit the site each year.  
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The Committee also went inside and toured the 1835 Miller Ellwood Cabin and listening to the 
brief history of how it was moved to the site from a mile north on Pleasant Hill Road in Kingston 
Township.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
It was moved by Ms. Willis and seconded by Mr. Deutsch to adjourn the Committee 
Meeting. The motion carried unanimously by voice vote to adjourn the meeting at 6:44 p.m.  
  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 
_________________________   ____________________________   
Craig Roman, Chairman    Tasha Sims, Recording Secretary 
  



                                               

 

                          

                                              

                                                                                      

                                                                                       

                                                                                      

                                                                                  

                                                                                

                                                                                  

                                                                                  

                                                                                     

                                                                                   

                                                                                    

          

                                                                                      

                                                                                  

                                                                                 

                                                                               

                                                        

                                                                                

                                                               



Photos show Miller - Ellwood cabin inside walls of old Nelson Farm house on the   

J. Ellwood Towle property on Pleasant Hill Road, dismantling cabin log by log, 

relocation and reconstructing cabin at the Hoppe Farmstead about 1 mile north. 

                           

        

   

       



                                                            

      

                                      

        Thank you Ellwood family, Forest Preserve staff, volunteers, donors and cabin mentor Tim Kilby       


