
DeKalb County FP Committee Meeting – January 25, 2022 

CWD infection rate update for DeKalb County and State last year: 

CWD prevalence based on adult deer from hunting sources only. Last year, prevalence 

rate for all adult deer was 4.4% (males – 5.4%, females – 3.0%). DeKalb County 

prevalence was 2.0%; this year 3 of 75 harvested adult deer tested positive. CWD has 

been detected in 19 counties. 

Northern Illinois Deer populations and hunting seasons offered to public before IDNR CWD 

sharp shooting and hunter harvest information for DeKalb County and State. This year: 

  Archery – 1 Oct.‐18 Nov.; 22 Nov.‐1 Dec.; 6 Dec.‐16 Jan. 

  Firearm – 19‐21 Nov. and 2‐5 Dec. 

  Muzzleloader – 10‐12 Dec. 

  Special CWD – 30 Dec.‐2 Jan. and 14‐16 Jan. 

  2021‐2022 harvest – preliminary firearm total 71,675; archery numbers not available. 

                  DeKalb firearm – 115   

Public safety (like closing access gate at Potawatomi Woods at night when shooting, etc.) 

In past years we escorted vehicles off the property and closed the gate, but in recent 

years have used signage notifying of sharpshooting in progress. 

Where venison is donated. 

Deer with negative CWD results are donated to the Feeding Illinois food pantry 

network. Feeding Illinois received 1,359 deer last year, 18 to Randolph County food 

banks. 

When IDNR starts and finishes program. 

  Agency program began Jan. 10 and will end on Mar. 25. 

Also, in the past comparisons have been made as to what neighboring states CWD rates are. 

Last year: 

Wisconsin – 7.9% (1,287 cases/16,169 samples analyzed). Agency culling program 

ended in 2007. 

Missouri – 206 total cases through June 30, 2021; 0.2% within CWD management zone 

(51 cases/23,223 tested). MO has a post‐season targeted culling program. 

Overall health of deer herd. 

  Herd health is generally good, though there are pockets of concern. 

Any other information you see as useful. 

 Management zones are based on 2‐mile buffers around CWD‐positive sections 

over the past 5 years; the focus now is culling in positive sections and their 

adjacent sections containing deer habitat and where deer are congregated 

(winter aerial deer surveys). 

 Access to public land is important due to limited access on private lands. 

 Last year, IDNR removed 14 deer from Potawatomi Woods with 2 CWD cases. 
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GWT Literacy Lane 
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This fall as some of our warm 
season native plants went 
dormant, we took time to treat 
invasive plants that were still 
actively growing.  Along Great 
Western Trail and Wilkinson 
Renwick Marsh we made the 
final growing season push 
against non-native invaders 
like honeysuckle. We also 
divided and transplanted 
native plants on site at 
Wilkinson-Renwick Marsh and 
P.A Nehring to help replace 
vegetation where non-native 
invasives had taken over but 
are now being actively managed.    

Some of our time throughout the last 3 
months has been spent collecting seed 
from our native areas. When it comes to 
seed, we collected DeKalb County native 
remnant species which are species that 
have evolved within the boundaries of 
DeKalb County. We also collected native 
seed from species within prairie 
recreations in the preserves. Many of our 
existing prairies are a mix of remnant 
seed and purchased or regionally 
sourced seed. True Remnant areas are 
rare in DeKalb County and in an attempt 
to preserve the genetics within those 
sites we try to use only DeKalb County 
remnant seed within those areas. The 
seed we collected was distributed in 
areas where we have ongoing 
restoration projects. 
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Along Great Western Trail is 
one of those remnant prairie 
pockets. Preserved between 
the old railroad and RT 64 
this is as close as we get to a 
true remnant prairie. In Some 
places throughout DeKalb 
County, you can still catch a 
glimpse of remnant prairies if 
you follow the railroads. 
Imagine thousands of years 
of plants and animals 
evolving together to create 
these prairie ecosystems. You 
could also take a walk 
through one of our 
woodlands in the spring and 
witness the spring flora that 
has evolved under the shade 
of century old oaks and 
hickory’s. We can never fully 
restore what we have lost 
but we can work to maintain 
what exists, create new 
native areas and restore 
areas that still maintain some 
native diversity. Along Great 
Western Trail we continue to 
remove woody vegetation 
from prairies and work to 
control non-native invasive 
plants.     
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During the fall we did get some prescribed fires in. Burning knocks back woody vegetation but a 
follow up helps to ensure that woody vegetation won’t come back. So, after the burn at 
Wilkinson Renwick-Marsh we cut boxelder, mulberry and honeysuckle out of the prairie and 
treated the stumps to make sure we keep this prairie a prairie.  

As we all know the emerald 
ash borer decimated ash 
species in DeKalb County. In 
Preserves like P.A. Nehring 
the destruction is still very 
evident. Some of the ash we 
were able to leave standing 
for wildlife habitat but those 
along trails and roads are 
continuing to be addressed. 
This year we spent some 
time training and practicing 
our skills on these safety 
hazards. Once we get them 
to the ground many of the 
logs will remain to decay 
and continue to provide 
structure for wildlife within 
the preserves.  
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Throughout the years Forest Preserve Staff, Boy Scouts, and Volunteers have been building and 
installing nest boxes throughout the DeKalb County Forest Preserves. These boxes are intended 
to help Eastern bluebirds and other native cavity nesting birds. Back in 2019 Stewards helped 
boost the number of bluebird nest boxes we had in the preserves. In 2020 we tried out a 
bluebird monitoring program with the help of Karen Lund, Joe Cassidy, and Mauren Cassidy. 
Over all we were successful and with their help we adjusted data sheets to better suit our 
needs. In 2021, twelve volunteers recorded data at 8 preserves and monitored over 60 boxes.                                     
*Not all data made these highlights but any data turned in after will be added to the data set.    

1/25/2022 Forest Preserve Operations Committee Page 7 of 10



Throughout the season 
volunteers checked boxes, 
collected data and worked to 
deter non-native invasive 
house sparrows. Although 
everyone was hoping to see 
bluebirds there was only one 
nest attempt this year 
throughout the study. This 
photo is of a bluebird nest 
from a prevous year. Notice 
the neat woven grasses that 
make up the nest. 
Competition for nest boxes 
and natural cavities maybe 
one factor limiting bluebird 
nesting. We did find that the 
nest boxes in preserves close 
to livestock were much more 
likely to have Non-native 
house sparrows attempting 
to use the boxes. House 
sparrows can be aggressive 
nesters and often push out 
less aggressive native birds. 
Karen Matz and Jan Grainger 
had their work cut out for 
them detering over 133 
nesting attempts made by 
Non-native house sparrows. 
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Photo By Damon 
Lubkeman 

Nest boxes placed 
within open 
prairie and sedge 
meadow habitats 
attracted tree 
swallows, another 
native insect 
eating bird. Tree 
swallows 
attempted to nest 
23 times and 7 of 
those nests were 
successful in 
producing 
fledglings.  This 
means their nest 
success was about 

30.4% which is below the 78.3% 10 year average success rate for tree swallows according to 
Cornell Labs, NestWatch Digest for the 2020 Nesting Season.  

The monitoring season can 
be full of both joy and 
mystery. Volunteers like 
Chuck Christensen at 
Sycamore Forest Preserve 
were faced with puzzling 
mysteries. After intense 
competition between tree 
swallows in the spring all 10 
of his nest boxes had tree 
swallow nests but none of 
those nests ended up being 
successful. To add to the 
mystery 2 tree swallows were 
found dead in their boxes.    

At Sannauk Forest Preserve 
Barb Parness got to observe 
these young tree swallows 
grow and fledge! Notice their 
cozy nest lined with feathers.  
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Where nest boxes were placed near edge 
habitat House Wrens and Black Capped 
Chickadees attempted to nest. Out of all the 
boxes we only had one attempt by a 
chickadee observed by Inge Nicklaus at 
Wilkinson Renwick Marsh. The attempt was 
unsuccessful but the nest was fascinating. It 
was made mostly of moss and lined with 
feathers and hair.    

House wrens also found a home in some of 
the nest boxes. At P.A. Nehring Rodney Hall 
battled ants that continued to find the nest 
boxes attractive. Two boxes still produced 
successful fledglings but wren nests are 
sometimes so dense with sticks it is often 
hard to get a good count on the eggs or 
young. In these cases, nest success is still 
counted but fledgling numbers are recorded 
as 1.  Barb Parness got a decent view of this 
nest at Sannauk, check out the twigs on the 
left. Many times, wrens fill the whole box 
with sticks which help to deter some 
competition or predators.  

This first year of monitoring was a success and I 
want to thank all the volunteers who put in 
work monitoring and those who just tried it out 
this year. We encouraged native cavity nesters 
and we had 29 tree swallows fledge and 30 
house wrens fledge from our boxes. As we 
continue to monitor, we will learn more about 
the successes and failures and adjust some of 
our transects to reduce competition with non- 
native house sparrows.     

 

 

 

1/25/2022 Forest Preserve Operations Committee Page 10 of 10


	Agenda 02242022
	DeKalb Count FP Committee Meeting_1-25-22
	Document1
	Restoration Highlights 12-21
	Wildlife Highlights 12-21



