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Note: These minutes are not official until approved by the Economic  
Development Committee at a subsequent meeting. Please refer to the meeting 

minutes when these minutes are approved to obtain any changes to these minutes. 
 

DeKalb County Government 
Sycamore, Illinois 

 
Economic Development Committee Minutes 

January 4, 2022 
 

The Economic Development Committee of the DeKalb County Board met on Tuesday, January 4, 
2022, in the Legislative Center’s Gathertorium in Sycamore, Illinois. Madam Chair Emmer called 
the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. Those Members present were Ms. Rukisha Crawford, Mr. Tim 
Hughes, Mrs. Kathy Lampkins, and Chair Laurie Emmer. Ms. Kiara Jones and Ms. Terri Mann-
Lamb were absent. A quorum was established with four Members present and two absent.  
 
Others present included Cortney Strohacker and Vicky Torres.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
It was moved by Mr. Hughes, seconded by Mrs. Lampkins and it was carried unanimously 
by voice vote to approve the agenda as presented.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
It was moved by Ms. Crawford, seconded by Mr. Hughes and it was carried unanimously to 
approve the minutes of the November 2, 2021 Economic Development Committee Meeting. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
There were no public comments.  
 
DEKALB COUNTY CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU REPORT & APPROVAL 
OF ANNUAL RE-CERTIFICATION RESOLUTION 
DeKalb County Convention & Visitors Bureau (DCCVB) Executive Director Cortney 
Strohacker and Board Director Vicky Torres of the Red Roof Inn joined the Committee to 
introduce themselves as well as provide an update on all the things that the DCCVB has been 
doing over the past year.  
 
Ms. Strohacker provided a PowerPoint presentation (attached). She shared that the DCCVB is 
DeKalb County’s sole Destination Marketing Organization. The DCCVB works on behalf of 
DeKalb County Government and other County stakeholders to attract leisure travelers and 
overnight visits to the area’s diverse attractions, destinations, events and amenities. The bureau 
serves as a primary point of contact for meeting planners, sports tournament directors, tour 
operators, special event planners and travelers. Bureau marking initiatives are primarily focused on 
markets and regions outside of DeKalb County to attract guests and visitors spending to the area.  
 
The 2020 visitor spending results have been significantly impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Business travel disappeared and both the limitations and restrictions to mobility, as well as 
economic disruptions, hit the travel world hard.  
 
But travel did happen in 2020 – it was just a lot different than previous years. Travel leaned 
towards auto trips, and widespread decline of business travel made leisure travel of paramount 
importance to the tourism industry. While declines in 2020 were significant, the number of trips 
and associated spending that occurred in Illinois during the year were still noteworthy.  
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Visitor spending declined 49%; however, visitors to Illinois spent $23.3 billion in 2020, which 
generated $47.0 billion in total business sales, including indirect and induced impacts. A total of 
352,300 jobs were sustained by visitors to Illinois in 2020. This included 207,900 direct and 
144,400 indirect and induced jobs. Tourism in Illinois generated $5.2 billion in tax revenues in 
2020, with $2.6 billion accruing to state and local governments.  
 

Ms. Strohacker also detailed the targeted marketing efforts the Bureau makes to the Chicagoland 
area and beyond as well as all the areas individuals can find the County’s Visitor Guides. The 
DCCVB is continuing to grow their niche market while highlighting and collaborating with the 
many attractions and venues the County has to offer.  
 

The Committee received employee packets that are being distributed in welcome bags to workers 
from the META (Facebook), Ferrara Candy, and 3M job sites. Ms. Torres noted that her hotel, 
the Red Roof Inn, had its best year since 2007 with all of the area workers staying there for their 
long-term stays.  
 

The IHSA State Football Championship Games at NIU brought in 25,000 to 30,000 visitors to 
DeKalb County over the Thanksgiving holiday. Ms. Strohacker also highlighted various 2021 
collaborations. 
 

It was encouraged that everyone takes a look at the Out & About DeKalb County, IL App. The 
app features a variety of historically and culturally significant places throughout DeKalb County. 
While not every possible point of interest can be included, the hope is that the app experience 
inspires individuals to continue exploring DeKalb County's local past and learn more about the 
everyday things around us. DCCVB is always adding new content and more information as it 
becomes available. 
 

Ms. Strohacker additionally thanked the County for offering them space in the DeKalb County 
Community Outreach Building where they are now more accessible to the public. The DCCVB 
respectfully requested that the County continue to fuel this economic engine by providing an 
annual letter of support and a Resolution recognizing the DCCVB as the marketing and 
promotion organization for DeKalb County tourism.  
 

The Committee thanked Ms. Strohacker and Ms. Torres for all their continued efforts in 
marketing DeKalb County and all the great areas and events it has to offer.  
 

It was moved by Mrs. Lampkins, seconded by Ms. Crawford and approved unanimously to 
forward the Annual Re-Certification Resolution to the full County Board recommending 
its approval.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
It was moved by Ms. Crawford, seconded by Mrs. Lampkins, and it was carried unanimously 
to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_________________________   ___________________________   
Chairman Laurie Emmer    Tasha Sims, Recording Secretary  
  


