First Quarter 2022 Natural Resource Management Report
Prepared By Josh Clark
The first quarter of 2022 has had its ups and downs just like many of the past years. We set
goals for our crew at the end of last year and have been striving to meet those. Our goals are to
spend at least a week in each preserve in every season, do a better job of tracking our work,
follow up on areas that have been managed in the past, keep our work areas cleaner and better
organized, and build a better team. So far it seems that these goals will be achievable and that
our biggest obstacle to meeting our goals will be actually making the changes to the ways we
have worked in the past to fit our new direction.
The following lists are the work that has been completed in January, February, and March of
2022.

Afton Forest Preserve
January
Seeded areas throughout the South Afton Wetland Mitigation Bank. Specifically, the south hill
and southern edges of wetlands.
February
We set up a new herbicide storage area in the Afton pole building. The room that we put it in is
the warm room for our wells pressure tank. It was formerly set up as an office area. This
conversion gives us and area where all of our herbicides can be stored in one area that more
closely meets the standards for herbicide storage. We still need to install a ventilation system
for the room and improve the lighting.
We cleared brush and seeded areas in the northern section of Afton. These areas were in pine
plantings from the late 70’s and early 80’s. They had mostly non‐native honeysuckle understory
which will be replaced by native shrubs and forbs.
March
We burned 3 units in mid‐March.
We planted tree and shrub saplings from State of Illinois tree nursery. In the ASWMB and in the
pine plantings that had clearing done earlier in the winter.

Kishwaukee River Forest Preserve
February
Overseeded weedy section of the prairie plantings on the south side of the river.
March
Brush and trees were cleared around large oak in the southwestern section of preserve.

Knute Olson & Riverwood Forest Preserves
We spent several days in each month clearing brush along the north edge of Knute and the
south end of Riverwood. We started clearing mostly invasive honeysuckle and old wire fence in
the northeast corner of Knute and continued west. We have cleared about 50% of the
boundary. A recent check of the cleared area show the native vegetation was abundant and
responding to the restoration.

Nelson Prairie
January
Wetland just north of parking lot was overseeded with forbs and sedges.
February
Brush cleared along eastern trail and in northwest corner.

Potawatomi
January and February
Crew (Austin, Cole, & Damon) spent 5 day working on the trail that connects MacQueen and
Potawatomi. The understory consisted mostly of invasive Honeysuckle & Burning Bush. This
area has many indicators that it will restore into a quality woodland and will continue to be a
priority for restoration.
March
A prescribed fire was successful in the Stigliani prairie planting. This was the first burn of this
unit since it was planted 3 years ago.

Prairie Oaks
January
Prairie southeast of parking lot was overseeded.
February
Cleared Honeysuckle and Multi‐Flora Rose in savanna east of creek.

Russell Woods
February
Assisted Peggy with cleaning and organizing NREC.

Sannauk Forest Preserve
January
Seeded edge of trail to Somonauk

Shabbona
January & February
Continued clearing brush along southern boundary.

South Branch Prairie
February
New prairie planted just north of historic cabin.

Non‐ Field Activities
On days where the weather is unsafe or extremely unpleasant staff spends time planning,
researching and learning, preforming equipment maintenance, cleaning and organizing shop
and barns, and preparing for the next project. Days in March were spent preparing for fire
season and setting up the hoop house for growing season.
This year all staff attended the Illinois Association of Conservation District’s annual conference
at the Starves Rock Lodge. This 2 day/1 night conference provides a great opportunity for staff
to learn and to network with other professionals in the restoration field. I have involved in the
IACD since I started with DCFPD 7 years ago and as an organization it has grown and developed
into a great association for the smaller Forest Preserve and Conservation Districts in Illinois.

Austin watching the fire line.

Great Angelica emerging in a wetland at Afton.

Seeding new prairie at Hoppe/South Branch

First Quarter Stewardship Report
1‐4‐ Afton‐ 5 Stewards‐ Seeded southern hill at Afton South Wetland Bank
1‐12‐ Cancelled due to weather
1‐19‐ Knute Olson‐ 5 stewards‐ Stewards cut brush in the woodland edge of Knute Olson and
Riverwood.
1‐26‐ Cancelled due to weather
2‐2‐ Cancelled due to weather
2‐9‐ Nelson Prairie‐ 15 Stewards‐ Cut willows along eastern trail
2‐16‐ Afton‐ 10 Stewards‐ Cut Honeysuckle
2‐23‐ Cancelled due to weather
3‐2‐ Prairie Oaks‐ Southeast Savanna‐5 Stewards‐ Honeysuckle clearing
3‐9‐ Prairie Oaks‐ Southwest Woods edge‐7 Stewards‐ Honeysuckle clearing
3‐16‐ 7 Stewards‐ Cut invasive brush in Bi‐Centennial Savanna
3‐23‐ Cancelled due to weather
3‐30‐ Afton‐ 2 stewards‐Divided and potted sedges.

Stewards at Nelson Prairie after clearing willows.

Stewards celebrate after clearing invasives at Afton.

Stewards seeding south hill at Afton.

