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5.12 Sustainable Energy Systems 
 

A. Solar Energy Systems (SES) 
1. Purpose: The purpose of this Section is to provide regulations for the construction, installation, and 

operation Solar Energy Systems (SES) in unincorporated DeKalb County, while ensuring the health, 
safety, and welfare of the residents of DeKalb County by promoting the safe, effective, and efficient 
use of solar energy to reduce on-site consumption of fossil fuels or utility-supplied electrical energy. 
Also, to avoid adverse impact to important areas such as agricultural land, endangered species habitats, 
conservation land, and other sensitive lands. DeKalb County encourages the development of 
commercial or utility scale SES where such systems present few land use conflicts with current and 
future development patterns. This ordinance shall not be deemed to nullify any provision of local, 
state, or federal law. The contents of this Section shall apply to all solar energy installations in 
unincorporated DeKalb County.  

2. Definitions: The following words, terms, and phrases, when uses in this Section, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to this Section except when the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

 
Active Solar Energy System: A solar energy system whose primary purpose is to harvest energy 
by transforming solar energy into another form of energy or transferring heat from a collector to 
another medium using mechanical, electrical, or chemical means. 
Building-integrated Solar Energy Systems: An active solar energy system that is an integral part 
of a principal or accessory building, rather than a separate mechanical device, replacing or 
substituting for an architectural or structural component of the building. Building-integrated 
systems include but are not limited to photovoltaic or hot water solar energy systems that are 
contained within roofing materials, windows, skylights, and awnings. 
Grid-intertie Solar Energy System: A photovoltaic solar energy system that is connected to an 
electric circuit served by an electric utility company. 
Ground Mount: A solar energy system mounted on a rack or pole that rests on or is attached 
to the ground. 
Off-grid Solar Energy System: A photovoltaic solar energy system in which the circuits energized 
by the solar energy system are not electrically connected in any way to electric circuits that are 
served by an electric utility company. 
Passive Solar Energy System: A solar energy system that captures solar light or heat without 
transforming it to another form of energy or transferring the energy via a heat exchanger. 
Photovoltaic System: An active solar energy system that converts solar energy directly into 
electricity. 
Renewable Energy Easement, Solar Energy Easement: An easement that limits the height or 
location, or both, of permissible development on the burdened land in terms of a structure or 
vegetation, or both, for the purpose of providing access for the benefited land to wind or sunlight 
passing over the burdened land. 
Roof Mount: A solar energy system that is mounted on a rack that is fastened onto a building 
roof. 
Solar Access: Unobstructed access to direct sunlight on a lot or building through the entire year, 
including access across adjacent parcel air rights, for the purpose of capturing direct sunlight to 
operate a solar energy system. 
Solar Collector: An assembly, structure, and the associated equipment and housing, designed for 
gathering, concentrating, or absorbing direct and indirect solar energy for which the primary 
purpose is to convert or transform solar radiant energy into thermal, mechanical, chemical or 
electrical energy. 
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Solar Energy: Radiant energy received from the sun that can be collected in the form of heat or 
light by a solar collector. 
Solar Energy System (SES): All components required to become a complete assembly or 
structure that will convert solar energy into electricity for use. 
Solar Energy System Addition: A private solar energy system which is structurally attached to a 
building or structure on the zoning lot on which said system is located. Said system shall be 
considered part of the building and shall comply with all provisions of this ordinance pertaining 
thereto. 
Solar Energy System, Private:  A collection of one (1) or more solar collectors designed for use 
by the occupant(s) of the zoning lot on which said system is located; excess power generation is 
limited to net metering or similar technology with regulations set by the local power utility, 
community, county, and state. Private solar energy system equipment shall conform to applicable 
industry standards, and applicants for building permits for private solar energy systems shall 
submit certificates from equipment manufacturers that the equipment is manufactured in 
compliance with industry standards. 
Solar Farm:  A commercial facility that converts sunlight into electricity, whether by photovoltaics 
(PV), concentrating solar thermal devices (CST), or other conversion technology, for the primary 
purpose of wholesale sales of generated electricity.  A solar farm is the principal land use for the 
parcel on which it is located.  
Solar Garden:   A commercial solar-electric (photovoltaic) array, of no more than 20 acres in size, 
that provides retail electric power (or a financial proxy for retail power) to multiple households or 
businesses residing in or located off-site from the location of the solar energy system. A county solar 
garden may be either an accessory use, when a part of an existing or a proposed subdivision or a 
special use if it is a stand-alone garden. 
Solar Heat Exchanger: A component of a solar energy device that is used to transfer heat from one 
substance to another, either liquid or gas. 
Solar Hot Air System: An active solar energy system (also referred to as Solar Air Heat or Solar 
Furnace) that includes a solar collector to provide direct supplemental space heating by heating and re-
circulating conditioned building air. 
Solar Hot Water System: A system (also referred to as Solar Thermal) that includes a solar collector 
and a heat exchanger that heats or preheats water for building heating systems or other hot water 
needs, including residential domestic hot water and hot water for commercial processes. 
Solar Mounting Devices: Racking, frames, or other devices that allow the mounting of a solar 
collector onto a roof surface or the ground. 
Solar Storage Unit: A component of a solar energy device that is used to store solar generated 
electricity or heat for later use. 

 
3. Types 

a. Private SES: A single ground mount, roof mount or building integrated private solar energy 
system for residential/business use is permitted as an Accessory Use in ALL Zoning Districts 
where there is a principal structure, and shall be subject to the regulations for accessory uses. 

b. Solar Gardens: Solar Gardens are allowed in ALL Zoning Districts, and shall require a Special 
Use Permit whether the accessory or principal use of the property. Except as otherwise noted in 
this Section, solar gardens must comply with all required standards for structures in the district in 
which the system is located. 
1). The requirement for a Special Use Permit may be waived, provided the solar garden’s 

owner/lessee obtains, and records with the DeKalb County Recorder, signed and notarized 
affidavits, agreeing that the need for a Special Use Permit be waived, from all property 
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owners adjoining the zoning lot on which the solar garden is to be located (as determined by 
DeKalb County Community Development Department).  

2). Rooftop Solar Gardens are permitted in all zoning districts where buildings are permitted. 
3). Ground-mount solar gardens must be less than twenty (20) acres in total size. Ground-mount 

solar developments covering more than twenty (20) acres shall be considered solar farms. 
4). An interconnection agreement must be completed with the electric utility in whose service 

territory the system is located. 
c. Solar Farms: Solar Farms are ground-mounted SES that are the primary use on the lot(s) on 

which it is located, designed for providing energy to off-site uses or export to the wholesale 
market. Solar farms are allowed as Special Use in the A-1 Zoning District, and shall require a 
Special Use Permit. Except as otherwise noted in this Section, solar farms must comply with all 
required standards for structures in the district in which the system is located. 
1). Ground Cover and Buffer Areas. Top soils shall not be removed during development, 

unless part of a remediation effort. Soils shall be planted to and maintained in perennial 
vegetation to prevent erosion, manage run off and build soil.  A plan must be approved by 
the Soil Water Conservation District and paid for by the developer.  DeKalb County has 
a Noxious Weed Ordinance which is to be followed.  Due to potential county liability 
under the Illinois Endangered Species Protection Act (520 ILCS 10/11(b) it is required that 
any crops planted be in compliance with all federal and state laws protecting endangered 
species. This will also include pollinators such as bees. A report showing demonstration of 
plan compliance shall be submitted annually, and paid for by the developer. 

2). Foundations. A qualified engineer shall certify that the foundation and design of the solar 
panels racking and support is within accepted professional standards, given local soil and 
climate conditions. 

3). Power and Communication Lines. Power and communication lines running between 
banks of solar panels and to on-site electric substations or interconnections with buildings 
shall be buried underground. Exemptions may be granted by DeKalb County in instances 
where shallow bedrock, water courses, or other elements of the natural landscape interfere 
with the ability to bury lines, or distance makes undergrounding infeasible, at the discretion 
of the Director of Community Development. In addition, the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture (IDOA) has established standards and policies in the Agricultural Impact 
Mitigation Agreements (AIMA) regarding the construction or burial of electric transmission 
lines which should be agreed to and adhered to between the landowner and the developer. 

4. Content of an SES Special Use Permit Application: In addition to those requirements listed under 
Article 9: Special Use Permit Procedures, a Special Use Permit application shall also require the 
following: 
a. The application shall include three (3) printed copies and one electronic copy of the entire 

application (including: the application forms and any attachments or other submittals included 
therein). 

b. Site Plan. A detailed site plan for both existing and proposed conditions must be submitted, 
showing location of all solar arrays, other structures, property lines, rights-of-way, service roads, 
floodplains, wetlands and other protected natural resources, topography, farm tile, electric 
equipment, fencing, and screening materials and all other characteristics requested by DeKalb 
County. The site plan should also show all zoning districts, and overlay districts. 

c. Endangered Species and Wetlands.  An S E S  d e v e l o p e r  shall be required to initiate a 
natural resource review consultation with the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
through the department’s online, EcoCat program. Areas reviewed through this process will be 
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endangered species and wetlands. The cost of the EcoCat consultation will be borne by the 
developer. 

5. Design and Installation Requirements: 
a. Setback Requirements 

1). Set back requirements for all SES shall meet the structure minimum set back requirements 
when the SES is oriented at any & all positions.  

2). No SES shall be allowed in the front yard of any residentially used or zoned property. 
3). Roof mounted SES shall not extend beyond the exterior perimeter of the building on which 

the system is mounted. 
4). The solar array and all components of the solar collector system in a Solar Farm shall be 

kept at least one hundred (100) feet from a property line or right-of-way. However, this 
requirement may be waived, provided the solar farm’s owner/lessee obtains, and records 
with the DeKalb County Recorder, signed and notarized affidavits, agreeing that the required 
minimum setback be waived, from all property owners and affected road authorities 
adjoining the zoning lot on which the solar farm is to be located (as determined by DeKalb 
County Community Development Department). However, in no instance shall any part of a 
solar farm, be located within fifty (50) feet of any of the aforementioned items. 

b. Height Requirements 
1). Building or roof mounted SES shall not exceed the maximum allowed height in any Zoning 

District, as stated in Section 5.02 of this Article. 
2). Ground or pole mounted SES shall not exceed the maximum height, when oriented at 

maximum tilt, for the zoning district in which it is located. 
c. Stormwater and NPDES. Solar gardens and solar farms are subject to DeKalb County’s 

Stormwater Management regulations, erosion and sediment control provisions and NPDES permit 
requirements. 

d. Aviation Protection. For SES located within 500 feet of an airport or within approach zones of an 
airport, the applicant must complete and provide the results of the Solar Glare Hazard Analysis 
Tool (SGHAT) for the Airport Traffic Control Tower cab and final approach paths, consistent 
with the Interim Policy, FAA Review of Solar Energy Projects on Federally Obligated Airports, or 
most recent version adopted by the FAA. 

e. Standards and Codes: All solar gardens and solar farms shall be in compliance with all 
applicable local, state and federal regulatory codes, including, but not limited to: the State of 
Illinois Plumbing Code; The State of Illinois Electric Code; The State of Illinois Energy Code; the 
State of Illinois Uniform Building Code, as amended; the National Electric Code, as amended; 
and, all DeKalb County Health Department requirements.  

f. In all undeveloped areas, the Solar Energy developer will be required to complete a consultation 
with both the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency (IHPA) and the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources (IDNR) through the Department's online EcoCat Program. The cost of this consultation 
shall be at the developer's expense. The final certificate from EcoCat shall be provided to the 
DeKalb County Zoning Dept. before a permit or Special Use Permit will be issued. 

g. Fencing. No fencing is required however if installed on the property the fencing shall have a 
maximum height of eight (8) feet. The fence shall contain appropriate warning signage that is 
posted such that is clearly visible on the site. 

h. Lighting. Any lighting for SES shall be installed for security and safety purposes only. Except for 
lightening that is required by the FCC or FAA, all lighting shall be shielded so that no glare 
extends substantially beyond the boundaries of the facility. 
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i. Reflection angles for solar collectors shall be oriented such that they do not project glare onto 
adjacent properties. 

j. Approved SES Components. Electric SES components must have a UL listing, or approved 
equivalent, and must be designed with anti-reflective properties. Solar hot water systems must 
have an SRCC rating. 

k. Utility Notification: All grid-intertie SES shall comply with the interconnection requirements of 
the electric utility. Off-grid systems are exempt from this requirement. 

l. Design Standards: Active SES shall be designed to conform to the DeKalb County 
Comprehensive Plan and to blend into the architecture of the building or may be require to be 
screened from routine view from public right-of-ways other than alleys.  Screening may be 
required to the extent it does not affect the operation of the system. The color of the solar collector 
is not required to be consistent with other roofing materials 
1). Building Integrated Photovoltaic Systems. Building integrated photovoltaic SES shall be 

allowed regardless of whether the system is visible from the public right-of-way, provided 
the building component in which the system is integrated meets all required setback, land 
use or performance standards for the district in which the building is located. 

2). SES with Mounting Devices. SES using roof mounting devices or ground-mount SES shall 
not be restricted if the system is not visible from the closest edge of any public right-of-way 
or immediately adjacent to a residential structure. 

3). Reflectors. All SES using a reflector to enhance solar production shall minimize glare from 
the reflector affecting adjacent or nearby properties. Measures to minimize glare include 
selective placement of the system, screening on the north side of the solar array, modifying 
the orientation of the system, reducing use of the reflector system, or other remedies that 
limit glare. 

m. Coverage: Roof or building mounted solar energy systems, excluding building-integrated systems, 
shall allow for adequate roof access for fire-fighting purposes to the south-facing or flat roof upon 
which the panels are mounted. Ground-mount private solar energy systems shall be exempt from 
impervious surface calculations if the soil under the collector is not compacted and maintained in 
vegetation. Foundations, gravel, or compacted soils are considered impervious. 

n. Plan Approval Required: All solar energy systems shall require administrative plan approval by 
the DeKalb County Building official via the review of the application for a building permit 
1). Plan Applications. Plan applications for solar energy systems shall be accompanied by 

horizontal and vertical (elevation) drawings. The drawings must show the location of the 
system on the building or on the property for a ground-mount system, including the property 
lines. 
a). Pitched Roof Mounted Solar Energy Systems. For all roof-mounted systems other than a 

flat roof the elevation must show the highest finished slope of the solar collector and the 
slope of the finished roof surface on which it is mounted. 

b). Flat Roof Mounted Solar Energy Systems. For flat roof applications a drawing shall be 
submitted showing the distance to the roof edge and any parapets on the building and 
shall identify the height of the building on the street frontage side, the shortest distance 
of the system from the street frontage edge of the building, and the highest finished 
height of the solar collector above the finished surface of the roof. 

2). Plan Approvals. Applications that meet the design requirements of this ordinance, and do not 
require an administrative variance, shall be granted administrative approval by the Director 
of Community Development and shall not require Planning and Zoning Committee review. 
Plan approval does not indicate compliance with Building Code or Electric Code. 
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6. Operation and Maintenance 
a. Upon request from the DeKalb County Community Development Department, an owner of a 

commercial SES must provide documentation, within thirty (30) days, that the SES is still in use. 
If it is not, the owner of the System will have 180 days, after notification from the Zoning 
Department, to remove the SES from the property. 

b. Upon request from the DeKalb County Community Development Department, the owner or 
operator of a Solar Farm or a Solar Garden must submit, within 14 days, a current operation and 
maintenance report to the Department. 

c. All active SES shall meet approval of county building code officials, consistent with the State of 
Illinois Building Code and solar thermal systems shall comply with HVAC-related requirements of 
the Energy Code. Any county adopted building codes will apply and take precedence where 
applicable 

7. Decommissioning or Abandonment of The SES 
a. A decommissioning plan shall be required to be submitted when applying for all Solar Farms 

and Solar Gardens, to ensure that facilities are properly removed after their useful life. 
b. Decommissioning of solar panels must occur in the event they are not in use for 90 

consecutive days. 
c. The owner or operator will have 6 months to complete the decommissioning plan after 

operation of a Solar Farm or Solar Garden stops being operational. 
d. The decommissioning plan shall include provisions for removal of all structures and 

foundations, restoration of soil and vegetation and a plan ensuring financial resources will be 
available to fully decommission the site. 

e. The DeKalb County Board may require the posting of a bond, letter of credit or the 
establishment of an escrow account to ensure the proper decommissioning. The posting of a 
bond may be required prior to the issuance of a building permit for the facility. 

f. In the event that the State of Illinois enacts a law with regards to the decommissioning of a 
Solar Farm, the strictest requirements shall prevail. 

8. Liability Insurance and Indemnification 
a. For Solar Farms and Solar Gardens, commencing with the issuance of building permits, the 

Applicant, Owner, or Operator shall maintain a current general liability policy covering bodily 
injury and property damage with limits of at least $3 million per occurrence and $5 million in the 
aggregate. Such insurance may be provided pursuant to a plan of self- insurance, by a party with a 
net worth of $20 million or more. The County shall be named as an individual insured on the 
policy to the extent the county is entitled to indemnification. 

b. For Private / Individual SES(s), commencing with the issuance of building permits, the Applicant 
or Owner shall maintain a current liability policy covering bodily injuries and any damage that 
may occur, on their home owner’s policy or other applicable policy as approved by the Director of 
Community Development.   

c. Any SES(s), Applicant, Owner, or Operator, whether individual or commercial, shall defend, 
indemnify, and hold harmless the County and its officials, employees, and agents (collectively and 
individually, the “Indemnified Parties”) from and against any and all claims, demands, losses, 
suits, causes of actions, damages, injuries, costs, expenses, and liabilities whatsoever, including 
reasonable attorney’s fees, except to the extent arising in whole or part out of negligence or 
intentional acts of such Indemnified Parties ( such  liabilities together known as “liability”) arising 
out of Applicant, Owner, or Operators selection, construction, operation, and removal of the 
SES(S) and affiliated equipment including, without limitation, liability for property damage or 
personal injury (including death), whether said liability is premised on contract or on tort 
(including without limitation strict liability or negligence). This general indemnification shall not 
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be construed as limited or qualifying the county’s other indemnification rights available under the 
law. 

B. Wind Energy Conversion Systems 
1. Purpose 

a. It is the purpose of this section to:  
1) Assure the protection of health, safety, welfare, and property values for all DeKalb County 

residents and landowners. 
2) Assure that any development and production of wind-generated electricity in DeKalb County is 

safe and effective. 
3) Facilitate economic opportunities for local residents. 
4) Promote the supply of wind energy in support of Illinois’ statutory goal of increasing energy 

production from renewable energy sources. 
2. Applicability: This ordinance governs the siting of wind energy conversion systems (WECS) and 

substations that generate electricity to be sold to wholesale or retail markets.  
3. Prohibition: No WECS or substation governed by this ordinance shall be constructed, erected, 

installed, or located within DeKalb County unless prior siting approval (approved Special Use, Site 
Development, and Building Permit issuance) has been obtained for each individual WECS and 
substation pursuant to this ordinance. 

4. Special Use Requirements: In addition to the standards and criteria established herein, no Special Use 
Permit shall be granted for the use(s) listed below unless evidence is presented to establish that the 
standards and criteria set forth herein have been met. 

5. Definitions: The following words and terms when used in the interpretation and administration of this 
section shall have the meaning set forth herein except where otherwise specifically indicated:  

 
Applicant: Shall mean the entity or person who submits to the County an application for the siting of any 
WECS or substation. 
Financial Assurance: Shall mean reasonable assurance from a credit-worthy party; examples of which 
include a surety bond, trust instrument, cash escrow, or irrevocable letter of credit. 
Operator: Shall mean the entity responsible for the day-to-day operation and maintenance of the WECS and 
substations, including any third-party subcontractors. 
Non-participating Property: Any property within the WECS project other than participating property. 
Owner: Shall mean the entity or entities with an equity interest in the WECS, including their respective 
successors and assignees. Owner does not mean (1) the property owner from whom the land is leased for 
locating the WECS, unless the property owner has an equity interest in the WECS, or (2) any person 
holding a security interest in the WECS solely to secure an extension of credit, or a person foreclosing on 
such security interest provided that after foreclosure, such person seeks to sell the WECS at the earliest 
practicable date. 
Participating Landowner: A landowner whose property (or portion thereof) is currently leased or proposed 
to be leased for the production, siting, or development of an WECS and all landowners who have waived 
their rights to the setbacks provided in this section. 
Participating Property: A property where a WECS is located or proposed to be located pursuant to an 
agreement with the owner/operator. 
Professional Engineer: Shall mean a qualified individual who is licensed as a professional structural 
engineer in the State of Illinois. 
Primary Structure: Shall mean, for each property, the structure that one or more persons occupy the 
majority of the time on that property for either business or personal reasons. Primary structure includes 
structures such as residences, commercial buildings, hospitals, and day care facilities. Primary structure 
excludes such structures as hunting sheds, storage sheds, pool houses, unattached garages, and barns. 



























1. The project shall be in substantial conformance with the plans and materials submitted in the application for the Special Use Permit and presented at the public hearing.

2. The project shall be in full compliance with Section 53-E-12.A of the County Code.

3. A Site Development Permit shall be applied for and approved prior to the issuance of any Building Permits. Prior to issuance of the Site Development Permit, the petitioner
shall demonstrate compliance with the recommendations listed in the Natural Resource Inventory Report, produced by the DeKalb County Soil and Water Conservation
District.

4. The petitioner shall locate, maintain, and protect all drain tiles within the project area.

5. The petitioner shall submit a copy of the signed Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement prior to the issuance of any building permits

6. The petitioner shall provide evidence that an Interconnection Agreement has been completed with the electrical utility prior to issuance of the Building Permit.

7. The petitioner shall provide evidence that they have met the requirements of the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency prior to the issuance of any building permits.

8. The petitioner shall seek and received approval of a Decommissioning Plan, and post the associated financial guarantee prior to issuance of the Building Permit.

9. Every five (5) years, for the life of the facility, the petitioner shall submit an updated estimate for the review and approval of the County Engineer, and the financial guarantee
updated, as needed, to address any changes.

10. A distance of not less than four hundred (400) feet shall be maintained from the nearest solar panel edge to the nearest property line of a property containing an occupied,
already existing, residential structure, unless the property owner waives this distance.

11. The County Board grants a waiver allowing the solar farm to maintain a distance of not less than fifty (50) feet from those portions of the right-of-way of Shabbona Road and
from the private property located to the south of the facility located on parcel 10-34-300-001, as depicted in the submitted materials. The setback requirement in condition #10
takes precedence over this waiver wherein the two may overlap.

12. Residential view lines must contain intervening vegetative screening, and said screening must meet County approval.

13. The proposed screening indicated in the submitted materials must be installed prior to the start of construction of the project.

14. The petitioner shall establish a Road Use Agreement with the County Highway Department and the Township Road Commissioner(s) prior to the issuance of a Building Permit.

15. Unless approved by the County Board, all power and connection lines running between banks of solar panels and on-site electric substations, battery systems, or
interconnections shall be buried underground.

16. The County Board waives the requirements that the drive aisles and parking areas be paved, curbed, and landscaped.

17. The petitioner shall be in full compliance with and payment of all required fees for required Site Development Permits, Building Permits, and other fees and costs as required.

18. All pile driving activity during the project may only occur between the hours of 7:00 am and 5:00 pm.

19. The Special Use Permit will expire if Building Permits are not sought prior to July 1, 2023.
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Return to: Illinois Department of Agriculture 
 Bureau of Land and Water Resources 
 Phone    217-782-6297 
 Email  AGR.AIMA@illinois.gov   
    
Complete this Agricultural Site Review Information sheet and attach to each Solar Agricultural Impact 
Mitigation Agreement being submitted.  Be sure to include an aerial location map delineating the site 
in relation to the city/village’s corporate boundaries.  Email all information to AGR.AIMA@illinois.gov  
   
 
Date Submitted  

APPLICANT   County 

Contact Person    Phone 

Email    

List the project's contact person in the event that additional information is required.  It is preferable to list the 
project's consultant and/or engineer since they usually possess the more detailed information needed to 
complete our review.  The IDOA has a 30-day review period in which to provide comments to the applicant 
once all pertinent information has been received.   
 
Address    
 
 City ZIP 
 
 
1. Number of acres in the site TWP Range Section   

2. Will the site me converted from an agricultural to a non-agricultural use?       Yes   No 

3. Site is located within municipality's corporate boundaries     Yes        No  

4. Distance of site to nearest incorporated municipal boundaries miles 
  (specify to nearest tenth-mile) 
 

LAND USE   
5. List the number of acres for each land use.  

Cropland ac Pasture   ac Forest  ac Other ac 

If Other, specify land use and land cover  

6. County Permit issued?    Yes   No 

7. Will other state or federal funds be used for this project?  Yes   No  
  If YES, list the name(s) of participating agencies: 
        state $    federal $ 

1) -         

2) -       

 

Illinois Department of Agriculture 
AGRICULTURAL SITE - REVIEW INFORMATION 

For Solar Projects Requesting Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreements 
  

mailto:AGR.AIMA@illinois.gov
mailto:AGR.AIMA@illinois.gov


Standard Solar AIMA V.8.19.19 

STANDARD AGRICULTURAL IMPACT MITIGATION AGREEMENT 
between 

___________  _       _     

and the 
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Pertaining to the Construction of a Commercial Solar Energy Facility 
in 

 County, Illinois 

Pursuant to the Renewable Energy Facilities Agricultural Impact Mitigation Act (505 ILCS 147), 
the following standards and policies are required by the Illinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA) 
to help preserve the integrity of any Agricultural Land that is impacted by the Construction and 
Deconstruction of a Commercial Solar Energy Facility.  They were developed with the cooperation 
of agricultural agencies, organizations, Landowners, Tenants, drainage contractors, and solar 
energy companies to comprise this Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement (AIMA).   

      , hereafter referred to as Commercial Solar Energy 
Facility Owner, or simply as Facility Owner, plans to develop and/or operate a ____________ 
Commercial Solar Energy Facility in                         County [GPS Coordinates:                           ], 
which will consist of up to                 acres that will be covered by solar facility related components, 
such as solar panel arrays, racking systems, access roads, an onsite underground collection 
system, inverters and transformers and any affiliated electric transmission lines. This AIMA is 
made and entered between the Facility Owner and the IDOA. 

If Construction does not commence within four years after this AIMA has been fully executed, this 
AIMA shall be revised, with the Facility Owner’s input, to reflect the IDOA’s most current Solar 
Farm Construction and Deconstruction Standards and Policies.  This AIMA, and any updated 
AIMA, shall be filed with the County Board by the Facility Owner prior to the commencement of 
Construction. 

The below prescribed standards and policies are applicable to Construction and Deconstruction 
activities occurring partially or wholly on privately owned agricultural land. 

Conditions of the AIMA 

The mitigative actions specified in this AIMA shall be subject to the following conditions:  
A. All Construction or Deconstruction activities may be subject to County or other local

requirements.  However, the specifications outlined in this AIMA shall be the minimum
standards applied to all Construction or Deconstruction activities. IDOA may utilize any legal
means to enforce this AIMA.

B. Except for Section 17. B. through F., all actions set forth in this AIMA are subject to
modification through negotiation by Landowners and the Facility Owner, provided such
changes are negotiated in advance of the respective Construction or Deconstruction
activities.

C. The Facility Owner may negotiate with Landowners to carry out the actions that Landowners
wish to perform themselves.  In such instances, the Facility Owner shall offer Landowners
the area commercial rate for their machinery and labor costs.
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D. All provisions of this AIMA shall apply to associated future Construction, maintenance,
repairs, and Deconstruction of the Facility referenced by this AIMA.

E. The Facility Owner shall keep the Landowners and Tenants informed of the Facility’s
Construction and Deconstruction status, and other factors that may have an impact upon
their farming operations.

F. The Facility Owner shall include a statement of its adherence to this AIMA in any
environmental assessment and/or environmental impact statement.

G. Execution of this AIMA shall be made a condition of any Conditional/Special Use Permit.
Not less than 30 days prior to the commencement of Construction, a copy of this AIMA shall
be provided by the Facility Owner to each Landowner that is party to an Underlying
Agreement.  In addition, this AIMA shall be incorporated into each Underlying Agreement.

H. The Facility Owner shall implement all actions to the extent that they do not conflict with the
requirements of any applicable federal, state and local rules and regulations and other
permits and approvals that are obtained by the Facility Owner for the Facility.

I. No later than 45 days prior to the Construction and/or Deconstruction of a Facility, the
Facility Owner shall provide the Landowner(s) with a telephone number the Landowner can
call to alert the Facility Owner should the Landowner(s) have questions or concerns with the
work which is being done or has been carried out on his/her property.

J. If there is a change in ownership of the Facility, the Facility Owner assuming ownership of
the Facility shall provide written notice within 90 days of ownership transfer, to the
Department, the County, and to Landowners of such change.  The Financial Assurance
requirements and the other terms of this AIMA shall apply to the new Facility Owner.

K. The Facility Owner shall comply with all local, state and federal laws and regulations,
specifically including the worker protection standards to protect workers from pesticide
exposure.

L. Within 30 days of execution of this AIMA, the Facility Owner shall use Best Efforts to provide
the IDOA with a list of all Landowners that are party to an Underlying Agreement and known
Tenants of said Landowner who may be affected by the Facility.  As the list of Landowners
and Tenants is updated, the Facility Owner shall notify the IDOA of any additions or
deletions.

M. If any provision of this AIMA is held to be unenforceable, no other provision shall be affected
by that holding, and the remainder of the AIMA shall be interpreted as if it did not contain
the unenforceable provision.

Definitions 

Abandonment When Deconstruction has not been completed within 12 months 
after the Commercial Solar Energy Facility reaches the end of its 
useful life. For purposes of this definition, a Commercial Solar 
Energy Facility shall be presumed to have reached the end of its 
useful life if the Commercial Solar Energy Facility Owner fails, for a 
period of 6 consecutive months, to pay the Landowner amounts 
owed in accordance with an Underlying Agreement. 



Standard Solar Agricultural Impact Mitigation Agreement 

Page 3 of 12 Standard Solar AIMA V.8.19.19 

Aboveground Cable Electrical power lines installed above ground surface to be utilized 
for conveyance of power from the solar panels to the solar facility 
inverter and/or point of interconnection to utility grid or customer 
electric meter.  

Agricultural Impact  The Agreement between the Facility Owner and the Illinois 
Mitigation Agreement Department of Agriculture (IDOA) described herein. 
(AIMA)  

Agricultural Land Land used for Cropland, hayland, pastureland, managed 
woodlands, truck gardens, farmsteads, commercial ag-related 
facilities, feedlots, livestock confinement systems, land on which 
farm buildings are located, and land in government conservation 
programs used for purposes as set forth above. 

Best Efforts Diligent, good faith, and commercially reasonable efforts to achieve 
a given objective or obligation. 

Commercial Operation Date The calendar date of which the Facility Owner notifies the 
Landowner, County, and IDOA in writing that commercial operation 
of the facility has commenced.  If the Facility Owner fails to provide 
such notifications, the Commercial Operation Date shall be the 
execution date of this AIMA plus 6 months.  

Commercial Solar A solar energy conversion facility equal to or greater than 500  
Energy Facility (Facility) kilowatts in total nameplate capacity, including a solar energy 

conversion facility seeking an extension of a permit to construct 
granted by a county or municipality before June 29, 2018.  
“Commercial solar energy facility” does not include a solar energy 
conversion facility: (1) for which a permit to construct has been 
issued before June 29, 2018; (2) that is located on land owned by 
the commercial solar energy facility owner; (3) that was constructed 
before June 29, 2018; or (4) that is located on the customer side of 
the customer’s electric meter and is primarily used to offset that 
customer’s electricity load and is limited in nameplate capacity to 
less than or equal to 2,000 kilowatts. 

Commercial Solar Energy A person or entity that owns a commercial solar energy facility.  A 
Facility Owner  Commercial Solar Energy Facility Owner is not nor shall it be 
deemed (Facility Owner)  to be a public utility as defined in the Public Utilities Act. 

County The County or Counties where the Commercial Solar Energy 
Facility is located. 

Construction The installation, preparation for installation and/or repair of a 
Facility. 

Cropland Land used for growing row crops, small grains or hay; includes land 
which was formerly used as cropland, but is currently enrolled in a 
government conservation program; also includes pastureland that 
is classified as Prime Farmland. 
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Deconstruction The removal of a Facility from the property of a Landowner and the 
restoration of that property as provided in the AIMA.   

Deconstruction Plan A plan prepared by a Professional Engineer, at the Facility’s 
expense, that includes: 

(1) the estimated Deconstruction cost, in current dollars at the
time of filing, for the Facility, considering among other things: 
i. the number of solar panels, racking, and related facilities

involved;
ii. the original Construction costs of the Facility;
iii. the size and capacity, in megawatts of the Facility;
iv. the salvage value of the facilities (if all interests in salvage

value are subordinate to that of the Financial Assurance
holder if abandonment occurs);

v. the Construction method and techniques for the Facility
and for other similar facilities; and

(2) a comprehensive detailed description of how the Facility
Owner plans to pay for the Deconstruction of the Facility.

Department  The Illinois Department of Agriculture (IDOA). 

Financial Assurance A reclamation or surety bond or other commercially available 
financial assurance that is acceptable to the County, with the 
County or Landowner as beneficiary. 

Landowner Any person with an ownership interest in property that is used for 
agricultural purposes and that is party to an Underlying Agreement. 

Prime Farmland Agricultural Land comprised of soils that are defined by the USDA 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) as "Prime 
Farmland" (generally considered to be the most productive soils 
with the least input of nutrients and management). 

Professional Engineer An engineer licensed to practice engineering in the State of Illinois. 

Soil and Water  A unit of local government that provides technical and financial 
Conservation District assistance to eligible Landowners for the conservation of soil and 
(SWCD)  water resources. 

Tenant Any person, apart from the Facility Owner, lawfully residing or 
leasing/renting land that is subject to an Underlying Agreement. 

Topsoil The uppermost layer of the soil that has the darkest color or the 
highest content of organic matter; more specifically, it is defined as 
the "A" horizon. 

Underlying Agreement The written agreement between the Facility Owner and the 
Landowner(s) including, but not limited to, an easement, option, 
lease, or license under the terms of which another person has 
constructed, constructs, or intends to construct a Facility on the 
property of the Landowner. 
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Underground Cable Electrical power lines installed below the ground surface to be 
utilized for conveyance of power within a Facility or from a 
Commercial Solar Energy Facility to the electric grid.  

USDA Natural Resources  An agency of the United States Department of Agriculture that 
Conservation Service provides America’s farmers with financial and technical assistance 
(NRCS) to aid with natural resources conservation. 

Construction and Deconstruction Standards and Policies 

1. Support Structures 
A. Only single pole support structures shall be used for the Construction and operation

of the Facility on Agricultural Land. Other types of support structures, such as lattice
towers or H-frames, may be used on nonagricultural land.

B. Where a Facility’s Aboveground Cable will be adjacent and parallel to highway and/or
railroad right-of-way, but on privately owned property, the support structures shall be
placed as close as reasonably practicable and allowable by the applicable County
Engineer or other applicable authorities to the highway or railroad right-of-way.  The
only exceptions may be at jogs or weaves on the highway alignment or along highways
or railroads where transmission and distribution lines are already present.

C. When it is not possible to locate Aboveground Cable next to highway or railroad right-
of-way, Best Efforts shall be expended to place all support poles in such a manner to
minimize their placement on Cropland (i.e., longer than normal above ground spans
shall be utilized when traversing Cropland).

2. Aboveground Facilities 
Locations for facilities shall be selected in a manner that is as unobtrusive as reasonably
possible to ongoing agricultural activities occurring on the land that contains or is adjacent
to the Facility.

3. Guy Wires and Anchors
 
Best Efforts shall be made to place guy wires and their anchors, if used, out of Cropland,
pastureland and hayland, placing them instead along existing utilization lines and on land
other than Cropland.  Where this is not feasible, Best Efforts shall be made to minimize
guy wire impact on Cropland.  All guy wires shall be shielded with highly visible guards.

4. Underground Cabling Depth 
A. Underground electrical cables located outside the perimeter of the (fence) of the solar

panels shall be buried with: 
1. a minimum of 5 feet of top cover where they cross Cropland. 
2. a minimum of 5 feet of top cover where they cross pastureland or other non-

Cropland classified as Prime Farmland.

3. a minimum of 3 feet of top cover where they cross pastureland and other
Agricultural Land not classified as Prime Farmland. 
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 4.  a minimum of 3 feet of top cover where they cross wooded/brushy land. 
 
B. Provided that the Facility Owner removes the cables during Deconstruction, 

underground electric cables may be installed to a minimum depth of 18 inches:  
1. Within the fenced perimeter of the Facility; or 

  
 2. When buried under an access road associated with the Facility provided that the 

location and depth of cabling is clearly marked at the surface.  
C. If Underground Cables within the fenced perimeter of the solar panels are installed to 

a minimum depth of 5 feet, they may remain in place after Deconstruction.  
 

  5. Topsoil Removal and Replacement  
A. Any excavation shall be performed in a manner to preserve topsoil.  Best Efforts shall 

be made to store the topsoil near the excavation site in such a manner that it will not 
become intermixed with subsoil materials. 

 
B. Best Efforts shall be made to store all disturbed subsoil material near the excavation 

site and separate from the topsoil. 
 
C. When backfilling an excavation site, Best Efforts shall be used to ensure the stockpiled 

subsoil material will be placed back into the excavation site before replacing the 
topsoil. 

 
D. Refer to Section 7 for procedures pertaining to rock removal from the subsoil and 

topsoil. 
 
E. Refer to Section 8 for procedures pertaining to the repair of compaction and rutting of 

the topsoil. 
 
F. Best Efforts shall be performed to place the topsoil in a manner so that after settling 

occurs, the topsoil's original depth and contour will be restored as close as reasonably 
practicable.  The same shall apply where excavations are made for road, stream, 
drainage ditch, or other crossings.  In no instance shall the topsoil materials be used 
for any other purpose unless agreed to explicitly and in writing by the Landowner. 

 
G. Based on the mutual agreement of the landowner and Facility Owner, excess soil 

material resulting from solar facility excavation shall either be removed or stored on 
the Landowner’s property and reseeded per the applicable National Pollution 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit/Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 
(SWPPP). After the Facility reaches the end of its Useful Life, the excess subsoil 
material shall be returned to an excavation site or removed from the Landowner’s 
property, unless otherwise agreed to by Landowner. 

 
  6. Rerouting and Permanent Repair of Agricultural Drainage Tiles  

 
The following standards and policies shall apply to underground drainage tile line(s) 
directly or indirectly affected by Construction and/or Deconstruction:  
A. Prior to Construction, the Facility Owner shall work with the Landowner to identify 

drainage tile lines traversing the property subject to the Underlying Agreement to the 
extent reasonably practicable.  All drainage tile lines identified in this manner shall be 
shown on the Construction and Deconstruction Plans. 
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B. The location of all drainage tile lines located adjacent to or within the footprint of the 

Facility shall be recorded using Global Positioning Systems (GPS) technology.  Within 
60 days after Construction is complete, the Facility Owner shall provide the 
Landowner, the IDOA, and the respective County Soil and Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) with “as built” drawings (strip maps) showing the location of all drainage tile 
lines by survey station encountered in the Construction of the Facility, including any 
tile line repair location(s), and any underground cable installed as part of the Facility.   

 
C. Maintaining Surrounding Area Subsurface Drainage  

If drainage tile lines are damaged by the Facility, the Facility Owner shall repair the 
lines or install new drainage tile line(s) of comparable quality and cost to the original(s), 
and of sufficient size and appropriate slope in locations that limit direct impact from the 
Facility. If the damaged tile lines cause an unreasonable disruption to the drainage 
system, as determined by the Landowner, then such repairs shall be made promptly 
to ensure appropriate drainage.  Any new line(s) may be located outside of, but 
adjacent to the perimeter of the Facility. Disrupted adjacent drainage tile lines shall be 
attached thereto to provide an adequate outlet for the disrupted adjacent tile lines.   

 
D. Re-establishing Subsurface Drainage Within Facility Footprint  
 

Following Deconstruction and using Best Efforts, if underground drainage tile lines 
were present within the footprint of the facility and were severed or otherwise damaged 
during original Construction, facility operation, and/or facility Deconstruction, the 
Facility Owner shall repair existing drainage tiles or install new drainage tile lines of 
comparable quality and cost to the original, within the footprint of the Facility with 
sufficient capacity to restore the underground drainage capacity that existed within the 
footprint of the Facility prior to Construction.  Such installation shall be completed 
within 12 months after the end of the useful life of the Facility and shall be compliant 
with Figures 1 and 2 to this Agreement or based on prudent industry standards if 
agreed to by Landowner. 

 
E. If there is any dispute between the Landowner and the Facility Owner on the method 

of permanent drainage tile line repair, the appropriate County SWCD’s opinion shall 
be considered by the Facility Owner and the Landowner. 

 
F. During Deconstruction, all additional permanent drainage tile line repairs beyond those 

included above in Section 6.D. must be made within 30 days of identification or 
notification of the damage, weather and soil conditions permitting.  At other times, such 
repairs must be made at a time mutually agreed upon by the Facility Owner and the 
Landowner.  If the Facility Owner and Landowner cannot agree upon a reasonable 
method to complete this restoration, the Facility Owner may implement the 
recommendations of the appropriate County SWCD and such implementation 
constitutes compliance with this provision. 

 
G. Following completion of the work required pursuant to this Section, the Facility Owner 

shall be responsible for correcting all drainage tile line repairs that fail due to 
Construction and/or Deconstruction for one year following the completion of 
Construction or Deconstruction, provided those repairs were made by the Facility 
Owner.  The Facility Owner shall not be responsible for drainage tile repairs that the 
Facility Owner pays the Landowner to perform. 
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7. Rock Removal 
With any excavations, the following rock removal procedures pertain only to rocks found
in the uppermost 42 inches of soil, the common freeze zone in Illinois, which emerged or
were brought to the site as a result of Construction and/or Deconstruction.

A. Before replacing any topsoil, Best Efforts shall be taken to remove all rocks greater
than 3 inches in any dimension from the surface of exposed subsoil which emerged or
were brought to the site as a result of Construction and/or Deconstruction.

B. If trenching, blasting, or boring operations are required through rocky terrain,
precautions shall be taken to minimize the potential for oversized rocks to become
interspersed in adjacent soil material.

C. Rocks and soil containing rocks removed from the subsoil areas, topsoil, or from any
excavations, shall be removed from the Landowner's premises or disposed of on the
Landowner's premises at a location that is mutually acceptable to the Landowner and
the Facility Owner.

8. Repair of Compaction and Rutting 
A. Unless the Landowner opts to do the restoration work on compaction and rutting, after

the topsoil has been replaced post-Deconstruction, all areas within the boundaries of
the Facility that were traversed by vehicles and Construction and/or Deconstruction
equipment that exhibit compaction and rutting shall be restored by the Facility Owner.
All prior Cropland shall be ripped at least 18 inches deep or to the extent practicable,
and all pasture and woodland shall be ripped at least 12 inches deep or to the extent
practicable.  The existence of drainage tile lines or underground utilities may
necessitate less ripping depth.  The disturbed area shall then be disked.

B. All ripping and disking shall be done at a time when the soil is dry enough for normal
tillage operations to occur on Cropland adjacent to the Facility.

C. The Facility Owner shall restore all rutted land to a condition as close as possible to
its original condition upon Deconstruction, unless necessary earlier as determined by
the Landowner.

D. If there is any dispute between the Landowner and the Facility Owner as to what areas
need to be ripped/disked or the depth at which compacted areas should be
ripped/disked, the appropriate County SWCD’s opinion shall be considered by the
Facility Owner and the Landowner.

9. Construction During Wet Weather 
Except as provided below, construction activities are not allowed on agricultural land
during times when normal farming operations, such as plowing, disking, planting or
harvesting, cannot take place due to excessively wet soils. With input from the landowner,
wet weather conditions may be determined on a field by field basis. 
A. Construction activities on prepared surfaces, surfaces where topsoil and subsoil have

been removed, heavily compacted in preparation, or otherwise stabilized (e.g. through
cement mixing) may occur at the discretion of the Facility Owner in wet weather
conditions.
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B. Construction activities on unprepared surfaces will be done only when work will not 

result in rutting which may mix subsoil and topsoil.  Determination as to the potential 
of subsoil and topsoil mixing will be made in consultation with the underlying 
Landowner, or, if approved by the Landowner, his/her designated tenant or designee. 
 

10. Prevention of Soil Erosion 
 
A. The Facility Owner shall work with Landowners and create and follow a SWPPP to 

prevent excessive erosion on land that has been disturbed by Construction or 
Deconstruction of a Facility.   

 
B. If the Landowner and Facility Owner cannot agree upon a reasonable method to 

control erosion on the Landowner's property, the Facility Owner shall consider the 
recommendations of the appropriate County SWCD to resolve the disagreement.  
 

C. The Facility Owner may, per the requirements of the project SWPPP and in 
consultation with the Landowner, seed appropriate vegetation around all panels and 
other facility components to prevent erosion.  The Facility Owner must utilize Best 
Efforts to ensure that all seed mixes will be as free of any noxious weed seeds as 
possible.  The Facility Owner shall consult with the Landowner regarding appropriate 
varieties to seed. 

 
11. Repair of Damaged Soil Conservation Practices  

Consultation with the appropriate County SWCD by the Facility Owner shall be carried out 
to determine if there are soil conservation practices (such as terraces, grassed waterways, 
etc.) that will be damaged by the Construction and/or Deconstruction of the Facility.  Those 
conservation practices shall be restored to their preconstruction condition as close as 
reasonably practicable following Deconstruction in accordance with USDA NRCS 
technical standards.  All repair costs shall be the responsibility of the Facility Owner. 
 

12. Compensation for Damages to Private Property  
The Facility Owner shall reasonably compensate Landowners for damages caused by the 
Facility Owner.  Damage to Agricultural Land shall be reimbursed to the Landowner as 
prescribed in the applicable Underlying Agreement. 

 
13. Clearing of Trees and Brush  

A. If trees are to be removed for the Construction or Deconstruction of a Facility, the 
Facility Owner shall consult with the Landowner to determine if there are trees of 
commercial or other value to the Landowner. 

 
B. If there are trees of commercial or other value to the Landowner, the Facility Owner 

shall allow the Landowner the right to retain ownership of the trees to be removed and 
the disposition of the removed trees shall be negotiated prior to the commencement 
of land clearing. 

 
14. Access Roads  

A. To the extent practicable, access roads shall be designed to not impede surface 
drainage and shall be built to minimize soil erosion on or near the access roads. 
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B. Access roads may be left intact during Construction, operation or Deconstruction 
through mutual agreement of the Landowner and the Facility Owner unless otherwise 
restricted by federal, state, or local regulations. 

 
C. If the access roads are removed, Best Efforts shall be expended to assure that the 

land shall be restored to equivalent condition(s) as existed prior to their construction, 
or as otherwise agreed to by the Facility Owner and the Landowner.  All access roads 
that are removed shall be ripped to a depth of 18 inches. All ripping shall be performed 
consistent with Section 8. 

 
15. Weed/Vegetation Control  

A. The Facility Owner shall provide for weed control in a manner that prevents the spread 
of weeds.  Chemical control, if used, shall be done by an appropriately licensed 
pesticide applicator.  

 
B. The Facility Owner shall be responsible for the reimbursement of all reasonable costs 

incurred by owners of agricultural land where it has been determined by the 
appropriate state or county entity that weeds have spread from the Facility to their 
property. Reimbursement is contingent upon written notice to the Facility Owner. 
Facility Owner shall reimburse the property owner within 45 days after notice is 
received.  

 
C. The Facility Owner shall ensure that all vegetation growing within the perimeter of the 

Facility is properly and appropriately maintained. Maintenance may include, but not be 
limited to, mowing, trimming, chemical control, or the use of livestock as agreed to by 
the Landowner.  

 
D. The Deconstruction plans must include provisions for the removal of all weed control 

equipment used in the Facility, including weed-control fabrics or other ground covers. 
 
16. Indemnification of Landowners   

The Facility Owner shall indemnify all Landowners, their heirs, successors, legal 
representatives, and assigns from and against all claims, injuries, suits, damages, costs, 
losses, and reasonable expenses resulting from or arising out of the Commercial Solar 
Energy Facility, including Construction and Deconstruction thereof, and also including 
damage to such Facility or any of its appurtenances, except where claims, injuries, suits, 
damages, costs, losses, and expenses are caused by the negligence or intentional acts, 
or willful omissions of such Landowners, and/or the Landowners heirs, successors, legal 
representatives, and assigns.   

 
17. Deconstruction Plans and Financial Assurance of Commercial Solar Energy 

Facilities   
A. Deconstruction of a Facility shall include the removal/disposition of all solar related 

equipment/facilities, including the following utilized for operation of the Facility and 
located on Landowner property:  

  1. Solar panels, cells and modules;   
  2. Solar panel mounts and racking, including any helical piles, ground screws, 

ballasts, or other anchoring systems;   
 3. Solar panel foundations, if used (to depth of 5 feet);   
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4. Transformers, inverters, energy storage facilities, or substations, including all 
components and foundations; however, Underground Cables at a depth of 5 feet 
or greater may be left in place;

5. Overhead collection system components;

6. Operations/maintenance buildings, spare parts buildings and substation/switching 
gear buildings unless otherwise agreed to by the Landowner;

7. Access Road(s) unless Landowner requests in writing that the access road is to 
remain;

8. Operation/maintenance yard/staging area unless otherwise agreed to by the 
Landowner; and

9. Debris and litter generated by Deconstruction and Deconstruction crews.

B. The Facility Owner shall, at its expense, complete Deconstruction of a Facility within
twelve (12) months after the end of the useful life of the Facility.

C. During the County permit process, or if none, then prior to the commencement of
construction, the Facility Owner shall file with the County a Deconstruction Plan.  The
Facility Owner shall file an updated Deconstruction Plan with the County on or before
the end of the tenth year of commercial operation.

D. The Facility Owner shall provide the County with Financial Assurance to cover the
estimated costs of Deconstruction of the Facility.  Provision of this Financial Assurance
shall be phased in over the first 11 years of the Project’s operation as follows: 
1. On or before the first anniversary of the Commercial Operation Date, the Facility

Owner shall provide the County with Financial Assurance to cover ten (10) percent
of the estimated costs of Deconstruction of the Facility as determined in the
Deconstruction Plan.

2. On or before the sixth anniversary of the Commercial Operation Date, the Facility
Owner shall provide the County with Financial Assurance to cover fifty (50) percent
of the estimated costs of Deconstruction of the Facility as determined in the
Deconstruction Plan.

3. On or before the eleventh anniversary of the Commercial Operation Date, the
Facility Owner shall provide the County with Financial Assurance to cover one
hundred (100) percent of the estimated costs of Deconstruction of the Facility as
determined in the updated Deconstruction Plan provided during the tenth year of
commercial operation.

The Financial Assurance shall not release the surety from liability until the Financial 
Assurance is replaced.  The salvage value of the Facility may only be used to reduce 
the estimated costs of Deconstruction if the County agrees that all interests in the 
salvage value are subordinate or have been subordinated to that of the County if 
Abandonment occurs. 
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E. The County may, but is not required to, reevaluate the estimated costs of
Deconstruction of any Facility after the tenth anniversary, and every five years
thereafter, of the Commercial Operation Date.  Based on any reevaluation, the County
may require changes in the level of Financial Assurance used to calculate the phased
Financial Assurance levels described in Section 17.D. required from the Facility
Owner.  If the County is unable to its satisfaction to perform the investigations
necessary to approve the Deconstruction Plan filed by the Facility Owner, then the
County and Facility may mutually agree on the selection of a Professional Engineer
independent of the Facility Owner to conduct any necessary investigations.  The
Facility Owner shall be responsible for the cost of any such investigations.

F. Upon Abandonment, the County may take all appropriate actions for Deconstruction
including drawing upon the Financial Assurance.

Concurrence of the Parties to this AIMA 

The Illinois Department of Agriculture and _________________________________ concur that this 
AIMA is the complete AIMA governing the mitigation of agricultural impacts that may result from 
the Construction and Deconstruction of the solar farm project in ___________ County within the 
State of Illinois. 

The effective date of this AIMA commences on the date of execution. 

STATE OF ILLINOIS 
  ________________________________   DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

__________________________________ 

By

___________________________________  

Address 

 __________________________________ 

 __________________________________ 
By John Teefey, General Counsel  

801 E. Sangamon Avenue, 62702 
State Fairgrounds, POB 19281 Springfield, 
IL   62794-9281 

___________________________, 20_____ 
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