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DeKalb County Government 
Sycamore, Illinois 

 
Law & Justice Committee Minutes 

May 23, 2022 
 

The Law and Justice Committee of the DeKalb County Board met on Monday, May 23, 2022 in 
the Legislative Center’s Gathertorium in Sycamore, Illinois. Madam Chair Dianne Leifheit 
called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Those members present were Ms. Mary Cozad, Mrs. 
Karen Cribben, Mrs. Kathy Lampkins, Mr. Ellingsworth Webb, and Chair Dianne Leifheit. Mr. 
Larry West and Vice-Chair Suzanne Willis were absent. A quorum was established with five 
Members present and two absent.  
 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
It was moved by Mrs. Lampkins, seconded by Mr. Webb and it was carried unanimously by 
voice vote to approve the agenda with the Sheriff’s Office Award Presentations moved up 
earlier in the meeting.   
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Ms. Cozad moved to approve the minutes of the April 25, 2022 Committee Meeting. Mrs. 
Lampkins seconded the motion and it was carried unanimously.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
The Honorable Chief Judge Brad Waller joined the Committee to introduce Mr. Charles “Chip” 
Criswell as the new Interim Public Defender. Judge Waller expressed that Mr. Criswell has been 
with the Public Defender’s Office since 2004 and is a very strong candidate for the permanent 
DeKalb County Public Defender. Mr. Criswell introduced himself to the Committee as well.  
 

PUBLIC DEFENDER’S REPORT 
Mr. Criswell reported that the office is short two attorneys and that staffing issues continue to be 
an ongoing issue with all surrounding counties.  
 
The April 2022 Public Defender’s Report was placed on file with the Committee. The report 
illustrated that there were 908 cases opened and 1,013 cases were closed. Mr. Criswell noted that 
his report included the case type and number of new charges filed as well as a client and caseload 
count.  
 
Judge Waller shared that he conducted his first civil jury trial in two years a week ago. They 
were able to keep as much social distancing as possible between the jurors. There are still a lot of 
remote proceedings happening and he believes that remote jury trials are here to stay. He also 
provided that he believes remote court will eventually become a mandate because it allows better 
access to justice for individuals who would normally have a difficult time participating in their 
proceedings for various reasons.   
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SHERIFF’S OFFICE  
 Award Presentation 
Sheriff Sullivan recognized the following Sheriff’s Office employees who have gone above and 
beyond.  
Special Apprehension Award: 
- Dep. Brouwer 
- Dep. Marks 
- Dep. Pettengell 
Commendation Award 
- Dep. Alcaraz 
- Sgt. Hove 
- Dep. Westlake 
- Dep. Moede 
- TC Federman 
 
The Sheriff noted to the Committee that these recognitions have previously been done in front of 
just staff and their families but he wanted to begin bringing them to the Law & Justice 
Committee quarterly so they can also be involved. The Committee thanked Sheriff Sullivan for 
including them and congratulated all of the employees for their outstanding work and keeping 
DeKalb County safe.  
 
 2021 Annual Report 
Sheriff Sullivan noted that the 2021 Sheriff’s Office Annual Report was dedicated to Roger Scott 
and his 52 years of service to the DeKalb County Sheriff’s Office.  
 
He encouraged all of the Committee Members to take their time and review the Annual Report 
and if they have any questions, he would be happy to answer them at a subsequent meeting.  
 
In 2021, there were eleven fatal accidents, which is one up from last year. Two of those were 
alcohol-related.  
 
The Communications Division average staffing levels were thirteen to fourteen full-time 
Telecommunicators, four working Telecommunications Sergeants, and one Lieutenant. Those 
staffing levels are lower than expected in 2021 due to the number of open positions within the 
division. However, no matter the staff levels, a minimum of five are on-duty during peak hours, 
with only four during the typically slower periods. The Sheriff’s Office handled 21,383 9-1-1 
calls and 73,771 administrative calls, a total of 95,154 for the year.  
 
The Sheriff also highlighted that the 2021 New Horizon was the Police Social Worker Program. 
He reminded that the Sheriff’s Office in collaboration with the Mental Health Board received a 
grant to fund a part-time position for a Police Social Worker through Northwestern Medicine that 
is able to assist the Sheriff’s Office on follow-up calls that afford the opportunity for additional 
mental health or behavioral resources.  
 
The Sheriff shared that they are still hiring individuals. They are about full in the jail but they 
have three openings in the Communications Division and three openings in the Patrol/Detective 
Division.  
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The Committee briefly discussion the major uncertainties that are surrounding what the SAFE-T 
Act will do to the various budgets for the Sheriff, Circuit Clerk, State’s Attorney, Public 
Defender, Court Services, etc. come January 1, 2023.  
 
 Jail Population/Overtime Reports  
It was reported that the average daily population for the DeKalb County Jail in April of 2022 was 
122. Last year at this time, the average population was 107. 
 
The Overtime Report is on target but the numbers are slightly on the rise due to staffing 
shortages. As of May 1st, 34.6% of the budget has been expended.   
 
COURT SERVICES REPORT 
Mr. Venditti was unable to attend the meeting but his Adult, Juvenile, and Pretrial Monthly 
Reports were placed on file with the Committee.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
It was moved by Mrs. Lampkins, seconded by Mr. Webb, and it was carried unanimously to 
adjourn the meeting at 7:18 p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
__________________________    ___________________________ 
Chairman Dianne Leifheit     Tasha Sims, Recording Secretary 


