
Restoration Highlights 
July, August and September 2022 

What is Happening at Wilkinson-Renwick Marsh, P.A. Nehring, Sycamore, County Farm Woods, Great Western 
Trail, Adee’s woods and MacQueen Forest Preserves. 
Prepared by Patrick McCrea and Damon Lubkeman 

Wilkinson – Renwick 
Marsh is well on its way 
to having native 
vegetation restored to 
the north half of the 
marsh. After 4 years of 
focusing on invasive 
phragmites grass we 
have reduced the 
phragmites to a much 
more manageable 
existence. We continue 
to treat both phragmites 
and non-native reed 
canary grass as we move 
forward with the 
restoration. This year we 
added 1,350 wetland 
forbs to the marsh 

including swamp milkweed and blue flag iris both grown from seed collected from remnant 
plants found within DeKalb County. These native plants will help reestablish the native plant 
community that once dominated the marsh.    



Along Great Western Trail the focus on 
non-native honeysuckle and European 
buckthorn continues. With the help of a 
contractor another section of GWT was 
cleared of honeysuckle last winter. They 
then treated resprouts this summer. 
With the honeysuckle gone, native 
remnant vegetation can now once again 
grow and expand. Plants like starry false 
Solomon’s seal, golden alexander, 
American bellflower, and wild strawberry 
are just a some of the plants that have 
evolved there and still exist there. We 
added 1,300 remnant native forbs along 
Great Western Trail to help reestablish 
vegetation in the recently cleared area. 
This winter we plan to seed much of the 
area that was cleared. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Along Great Western Trail this spring starry 
false Solomon’s seal pushed up through 
forestry mowed honeysuckle debris and then 
flowered without the heavy competition from 
non-native invasive honeysuckle. Photo by 
Damon Lubkeman. 



As the leaves change 
and fall sets in seed 
collecting efforts 
increase and we 
collect and 
redistribute native 
seed within the 
Forest Preserves. 
This year Shag Bark 
Hickory gained a 
place in our tree 
propagation box. 
Oaks and Hickories 
are dominate in 
DeKalb County 
woodlands and we 
hope to propagate 
some remnant 
Shagbark hickory to 
add in to areas being 
restored.  This 
Shagbark Hickory 
stands tall at 
MacQueen Forest 
Preserve but they 
can be found in 
many of the remnant 
woodlands that 
DeKalb County 
preserves. 

A total of 5,400 remnant native plants were 
planted throughout Wilkinson-Renwick Marsh, 
P.A. Nehring, Sycamore, County Farm Woods 
and Great Western Trail this year. Pizzo Native 
Plant Nursery also donated well over 1,500 
seedling plants to help improve the native 
plant communities within the preserves.  

This fall, Shorts Aster is still blooming providing 
nectar and pollen to bees and butterflies. As 
these plants are pollinated, we welcome the 
seed as a source to renew the native 
ecosystems of DeKalb County. Enjoy! 


