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What did you see in the 
Forest Preserve? The 
answer may surprise you! 
Over 175 citizen scientists 
have been sharing what 
they find in the preserves 
with us through 
iNaturalist. They have 
been learning about the 
diversity in DeKalb County 
and around the world. 
Part of the Forest 
Preserve District’s mission 
is to “preserve, protect, 
restore and restock the 
flora, the fauna and the 
natural beauties of such 
lands”. The more we 
know about what exists 
here now the better we 
can preserve it for future 
generations.  

 

 

One of the ways you can help is by 
documenting wildlife or any 
organism within the forest preserve 
using iNaturalist. This app and 
website have helped us document 
1,295 species of animals, plants and 
fungi throughout the preserves. If 
you want to see some of these 
species that share DeKalb County, 
try the link below. If you want to 
help us document species maybe 
try the iNaturalist app. Thanks to 
everyone who has contributed and 
learned with iNaturalist already!  

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/dekalb-county-forest-preserve-district?tab=species 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/dekalb-county-forest-preserve-district?tab=species


In August our 
outreach took place 
at Afton Forest 
Preserve. With 
microscopes, bug 
nets and prairie 
enthusiasts, people 
came out to see what 
they maybe hadn’t 
seen before.  

Programs like this 
introduce children 
and adults to 
pollinators and 
beneficial insects. An 
investigation with a 
microscope can often 
allow one to see a 
part of the ecosystem 
that they maybe 
hadn’t considered.  

 People were also 
offered a native plant 
to put at their own 
house to help support 
pollinators within 
DeKalb County. 

 

 

At the outreach event we had a Potter wasp 
nest. The nest is created using soil and saliva. 
Once the nest is complete an egg is laid 
inside. Then the wasp collects caterpillars 
and fills the nest. These caterpillars will serve 
as food for the larval wasp once hatched.   

Wasp nests like this one are thought to be 
the inspiration for some pot designs within 
Native American culture.  

 



 

The summer months brought a lot of blooms. This prairie recreation was seeded in 2018 as an 
addition to Potawatomi woods. As native perennial plants become established pollinators find 
both food and refuge here. Many pollinators will overwinter in plant stems or underground 
within the prairie. This fall you can thank pollinators and the farmers that support pollinators 
for your apples and pumpkins, both crops depend on insect pollination to fruit. 

As the leaves change in DeKalb County and temperatures drop many rodents try to find there 
way into our homes. Eastern fox snakes are DeKalb County’s largest snake species. These are 
the mice eaters! Although you won’t see them in the winter, fox snakes can help to keep rodent 
populations in check spring through fall. This individual was found in the prairie recreation 
above, letting staff know they are doing something right. It took around 3.5 years from seeding 
the prairie for the first fox snake to show up in our surveys. Many preserves have snake board 
transects which we monitor on a seasonal basis once in the spring, summer and fall. If you find 
a fox snake, they will vibrate their tail mimicking a rattle snake but fox snakes are non-
venomous.  



While working along 
Great Western Trail this 
prairie crayfish presented 
itself in the middle of the 
path.  Prairie crayfish 
spend much of their time 
in burrows that they have 
dug. Other crayfish 
forage at night, under 
rocks or in deep water. 
All of these areas are low 
light and to adjust for 
that they have long 
narrow cells in their eye 
which collect light from 
multiple directions and 
focus it into a single area. 
This “lobster eye” 
adaption has been used 
to inspire multiple 
inventions.    

While DeKalb County 
Forest Preserve District 
works on our own 
wildlife monitoring 
programs we love 
helping out where we 
can. Recently we were 
lucky enough to join the 
Illinois DNR for a fish 
survey at Sannauk Forest 
Preserve. This survey is 
done every 4 years and 
helps IDNR understand 
fish populations and the 
health of the fish for 
human consumption.  If 
you enjoy fishing around Illinois the Illinios Department of Health manages this website where 
you can check fish consumption advisories.   https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-
services/environmental-health-protection/toxicology/fish-advisories/map.html 

Nature offers us a chance to learn, relax or be inspired.  It can provide ecosystem services like 
pollination, pest control and water filtration.  Many of the complexities of our ecosystems are 
still unknown. Next time you’re in one of the preserves see what you can discover!     

https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/environmental-health-protection/toxicology/fish-advisories/map.html
https://dph.illinois.gov/topics-services/environmental-health-protection/toxicology/fish-advisories/map.html

