
Restoration Highlights 
October, November and December 2022 

What is Happening at Wilkinson-Renwick Marsh, P.A. Nehring, Sycamore, County Farm Woods, Great Western Trail 
and MacQueen Forest Preserves. 

Prepared by Patrick McCrea and Damon Lubkeman 
 

P.A. Nehring saw some of the biggest die 
offs of ash after the emerald ash borer 
decimated the native ash species. 
Around 4 years later many dead ash are 
now removed for safety. This has once 
again created an open canopy providing 
light to a remnant sedge meadow. With 
the weed management still a priority this 
sedge meadow is being restored to its 
previous existence. In October, bottle 
gentian bloomed alongside remnant 
sedges in this wet meadow. Work will 
continue as we push back multifloral 
rose and reed canary over the next few 
years.  

 

 

 

In the fall and winter our 
focus shifts from prairies 
and wetlands to 
woodlands. Macqueen 
Forest Preserve is 
dominated with oak 
species. This year we 
continued to follow up 
on the removal of non-
native honeysuckle. We 
uprooted small 
Honeysuckle and treated 
larger ones. In some 
areas oak regeneration is 
evident and we hope to 
improve these seeding’s 
success with continued 
management.    



Fall fires are another 
tool we use to help 
reduce non-native 
woody competition. 
This year areas at 
Macqueen were 
burned. With the help 
of a contractor the 
prairies at Sycamore 
and Wilkinson-
Renwick marsh were 
also burned.  

No two burns are the 
same and sometimes 
areas don’t burn. 
With natural fires 
these unburned areas 
offer refuge for 
insects overwintering 
in grass and forb 
stems.  

 

 

 

 

These unburned areas 
also provide cover for 
species that use 
grasslands early in the 
spring like ground 
nesting birds. We 
welcome patches of 
unburned refugia 
especially in areas that 
are fragmented and 
disjunct from other 
natural areas. Photo 
from Mark DeDina.   

 



Preserving ecosystems is 
complicated. We can 
work to control non-
native invasive plants 
and work to restore 
ecological balance with 
vegetation and fire 
management but what 
about disease? This year 
we reached out to the 
staff at Morton 
Arboretum to get some 
insights into the overall 
health of the Oaks and 
Hickories throughout the 
preserves. Tricia came 
out and gave us some 
insights and resources so 
we can monitor some 
tree diseases. We will be 
working with them again 
in the spring to do some 
root sampling and 
determine what diseases 
are our main concerns 
here and how we can 
best mitigate the 
impacts.   

 

We continue to take down dead 
trees that prompt safety concerns. 
Each tree has its own challenges and 
we continue to improve assessing 
and felling trees with practice. 
Often, we leave fell trees to decay 
and be recycled back into the 
ecosystem.  

 

 

 



 

Other times fell trees are 
utilized for firewood. At 
Macqueen we split 
firewood for cabin 
rentals. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of the year, we take time to organize the seed we collected. With the help of Al 
Roloff, we collected these 6 species which are remnant to DeKalb County. These species will be 
grown and planted in 2023. Sweet flag, Turtlehead, bottle gentian and palm sedge will be 
grown to help establish native vegetation in wetlands throughout the preserves. Canada 
anemone and Bicknell's sedge like it a little dryer, these species will add diversity to open 
prairie and edge habitat.   


