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As we wrap up the end of the year wildlife monitoring, we would like to thank all the 
volunteers. These volunteers have helped build these programs and ensure they are successful. 
Volunteers participated in a variety of wildlife focused monitoring this year. We want to thank 
everyone who participated in our wetland monitoring program, nest box monitoring program 
and a trial bat monitoring program.  In addition, volunteers worked with regional, state and 
national monitoring programs like Riverwatch, Calling frog survey, Illinois Butterfly Monitoring 
Network, spring and Christmas bird counts, and Illinois Odonate Survey. When not participating 
in a program many people contributed to overall wildlife data using eBird or iNaturalist. Thank 
you for your participation and push to keep these programs going!   

Allison Sacerdote-Velat works with the Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum researching 
amphibians and much more. She organizes the Calling Frog Survey which covers 10 
participating counties.  She recently sent out her annual report and here’s what it says about 
DeKalb County.  

“ For DeKalb County, we received data from seven survey sites. Boreal chorus frogs were 
detected across all survey routes. The next most commonly detected species were green frogs. 
American bullfrogs, American toads, and Cope’s gray treefrogs were all detected across 57% of 
survey routes. Northern leopard frogs were detected on just over 40% of routes and 
Blanchard’s cricket frogs were found on 28% of routes.”  
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This year volunteers expressed interest in bat monitoring. They wanted to learn more about 
these small flying mammals that find their homes in the Forest Preserves and our 
neighborhoods. In September Karen Matz, Janet Giesen and Jan Grainger used a wildlife 
acoustics handheld monitor borrowed from Seversen Dells nature center to record bat 
acoustics in 3 DeKalb County Forest Preserves. Big brown bats, silver-haired bats and hoary bats 
had the most recorded calls and are likely present in all three preserves.  Other species mark 
with an * are under review. Some of these species are likely present but with the low numbers 
of calls recorded it would be better to do future surveys to confirm their presence.   
Southeastern myotis appears to be out of its range here in northern Illinois. This species is on 
the state endangered list and would be a species of interest in the future. After a successful trial 
DeKalb County Forest Preserve District now owns the equipment which we hope to use to 
continue research and loan out to volunteers interested in the bats that share our ecosystem.    

Bat Monitoring trial 2022 

Scientific 
Name 

Common 
name 

Macqueen F.P. 

9/16/22 73°F 

7:17pm-
8:25pm 

Recorded calls 

Chief Shabbona 
F.P. 

9/14/22 65°F 

7:00pm-8:00pm 

Recorded calls 

Wilkinson-Renwick 
F.P. 

9/13/22 65°F 

7:33pm-8:12pm 

Recorded calls 

Eptesicus 
fuscus 

big brown 
bat 

44 4 16 

Lasiurus 
cinereus 

hoary bat 7 14 9 

Lasionycteris 
noctivagans 

Silver-haired 
bat 

22 28 4 

*Myotis 
lucifugus 

little brown 
bat 

1 0 1 

*Nycticeius 
humeralis 

evening bat 2 1 0 

*Lasiurus 
borealis 

eastern red 
bat 

1 3 0 

*Myotis 
austroriparius 

southeastern 
myotis 

1 0 0 

*Perimyotis 
subflavus 

tri-colored 
bat 

0 1 0 

 



As winter takes its 
grip wildlife field 
research and 
programs slow down. 
As always, the Natural 
Resource Center 
offers an opportunity 
to see Illinois native 
species up close. This 
year we worked on 
reestablishing the 
native fish tank at 
Russel Woods. The 
Kishwaukee 
watershed is home to 
over 70 species of fish 
and we hope to 
represent at least 10% 
of that diversity.  Stop 
by and bring yourself 
face to face with a 
bluegill (left) and 
imagine your 
snorkeling in the 
Kishwaukee River.  

Read about each 
specie’s habitat and 
discover Blackstripe 
topminnow (below) 
cruising the surface 
where they have 

evolved to feed.  Or see 
which species you can 
identify, as sand and 
spot fin shiners school 
with Southern red 
bellied dace. Don’t 
forget to keep your eye 
out for the stonecat a 
small species of catfish 
which hangs out under rocks and has a mild venom associated with its pectoral and dorsal fins 
which help protect it against predators.   



What the forest preserves offer can often go unseen. Our wildlife cameras picked up a variety 
of species this fall at Merritt Prairie.  Pheasants, coyotes, rabbits, racoons, mink, red fox and 
great horned owls all made an appearance on camera. It also caught this opossum getting ready 
for winter. This little creature worked night and day carrying leaves with its tail to a burrow.   

Kishwaukee River Forest Preserve offered some different views. The corridor along the river 
here is essential for wildlife movement. Whitetail deer, coyotes, racoons, river otters, gray and 
fox squirrels all appeared on camera. DeKalb County has some amazing ecosystems that we 
hope you enjoy in 2023.  Happy New Year!  


