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Introduction

A significant portion of highway funding across Illinois is from various motor fuel taxes (MFT).
The Federal MFT rate per gallon was last increased in 1993. The State MFT rate was last
increased in 1990, but a Transportation Renewal Fund (TRF) was added in 2019 which doubled
the effective State MFT rate. The TRF is adjusted yearly based on the Consumer Price Index.
Also in 2019, State Motor Vehicle Registration (MVR) fees were increased. The original MFT
and the new TRF are split between IDOT’s Road Fund and local agencies including counties,
township road districts, and municipalities. The MVR is deposited solely to IDOT’s Road Fund.

While there are some minor disbursements from the above revenue streams the overall totals are:

2000 2024 % Increase
IDOT Road Fund Revenues $1.5 Billion $5.1 Billion 240%
Local Agency MFT/TRF Combined $620.4 Million $1.18 Billion 64%
County Consolidated $21.8 Million $36.6 Million 68%
Needy Townships $10 Million $16.8 Million 68%
Local Truck Routes (TARP) $7 Million $7 Million 0%
State Matching Assistance $4 Million $6.7 Million 68%

The total IDOT Road Fund revenue stream includes MVR, MFT & TRF, federal funding, local
agency reimbursements, sales tax on motor fuels, and various other sources. The sales tax on
motor fuels was previously deposited in the State’s General Fund but recently was moved into
IDOT’s Road Fund. While it is good for all taxes on motor fuels to be used for transportation
purposes, it would be more appropriate for all of it to be split between IDOT and local agencies.

Lawmakers over the decades understood the importance of not only keeping infrastructure
funded appropriately, but also the importance of “All boats rising equally.” This meant the IDOT
and all local agencies should see the same percentage increases. Based on the above information,
it is obvious that all boats are NOT rising equally. There are efforts at the state level to reduce
these differences.

On a local level, the property tax-based funding of the Highway Department has not risen
equally with DeKalb County’s General Fund. The General Fund is used to fund the majority of
the County’s departments. As a matter of fact, the current Highway Department’s property tax
funding has not increased compared to 16 years ago. In 2010, the Highway Department’s 3
property tax levies totaled $4.000 Million. In the 2025 budget, the same levies total $3.986
Million for a DECREASE of 0.35%. In the same time period, the County’s General Fund grew
from $7.560 Million to $19.220 Million for an INCREASE of 154%.

While there were difficult decisions in the early years of that time frame, there have been several
opportunities to bring the Highway Department levies back to long standing rates of 0.10 for the
Highway Fund, 0.05 for the Aid To Bridge Fund, and 0.05 for the Federal Highway Matching
Fund. For various reasons those opportunities were not seized. To currently bring the Highway
Department levies to those traditional levy rates as they were for decades before, it would take an
additional $1.348 Million. It would be difficult to accomplish those increases all at once, but it is
important to continue the effort that was started by the administration in the past year.



Glidden Road Resurfacing

This project included paving 6.4 miles of Glidden Road between Illinois Route 64 and Illinois
Route 72. This road was last paved in 1998. This project upgraded the road to a year-round,
80,000 Ib truck route which eliminates the need for reduced weight limits during spring postings.

In addition to the overlay, paved safety shoulders were placed along the road as is the practice
when paving all county roads. Paved safety shoulders eliminate the drop-off at the edge of the
travel lane, protect the pavement edge from cracking and breaking off, provide a safe area for
drivers to regain control of their vehicle to re-enter their lane of traffic, and provide an area for
cyclists to travel without being in the live lane of traffic. The County Highway Department
reduced construction costs by coring out and preparing the shoulders prior to paving operations.

Rock Road Companies, Inc. of Janesville, WI was the contractor on this $2,477,234 paving
project. The estimate of cost was $2,838,178. Federal Surface Transportation Program Funds -
Rural (STR) paid $1,892,234 and State Truck Access Route Program (TARP) paid $585,000. No
local DeKalb County funds were used to pay for the construction. The County Highway
Department performed the preliminary and design engineering for the project. Brad Hunold of
the County Highway Department led the in-house construction inspection team.



Chicago Road / Rollo Road / West Suydam Road Resurfacing

This project included paving 8.0 miles of Chicago Road between the Lee County line and
Shabbona Road, 1.2 miles of Rollo Road between West Suydam Road and Chicago Road, and
3.5 miles of West Suydam Road between the LaSalle County line and Rollo Road. These roads
were last paved in 2001. This project upgraded the roads to year-round, 80,000 Ib truck routes.
DeKalb County coordinated with Lee County and LaSalle County for their respective roads to be
upgraded, creating a network of truck routes extending west to 1-39 and south to US Route 34.
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Similar to the Glidden Road resurfacing project, paved safety shoulders were placed along the
roads. The County Highway Department again performed the coring out and preparing the
shoulders prior to paving operations.

Curran Contracting Company of Crystal Lake, IL was the contractor on this $2,522,533 paving
project. The estimate of cost was $2,737,934. Federal Surface Transportation Program Funds -
Rural (STR) paid $1,804,533 and State Truck Access Route Program (TARP) paid $718,000. No
local DeKalb County funds were used to pay for the construction. The County Highway
Department performed the preliminary and design engineering for the project. Brad Hunold of
the County Highway Department led the in-house construction inspection team.



Perry Road Concrete Box Culvert

This project included the replacement of a 34-year-old single span bridge carrying Perry Road
west of Hinckley Road. The concrete channel beams supporting the road were exhibiting
cracking. The condition was serious enough to warrant federal bridge funding for replacement.

The 28 ft long bridge was replaced with a concrete box culvert with double 14 ft wide by 8 ft
high cells. The structure was extended long enough to provide a safety clear zone between the
pavement and the drop-off at the ends of the structures which eliminated the need for guardrails.

The required right of way needed for the project was donated by the landowner. Sjostrom &
Sons, Inc. of Rockford, IL was the contractor on this $586,643 project. The estimated cost of the
project was $858,815. The project was paid 80% using Federal Surface Transportation Program
Funds - Bridge (STP-BR) and 20% using local County Aid to Bridges Tax fund.

Willett, Hofmann & Associates, Inc. of Dixon, IL performed the preliminary and design
engineering. Brad Hunold of the County Highway Department was the resident engineer on the
project.



Pritchard Road Bridge

This project included the replacement of a 57-year-old, 3-span bridge carrying Pritchard Road
just east of Hinckley, IL. The concrete channel beams under the bridge deck had significant
spalling which exposed the reinforcement bars. The timber piles supporting the structure were
exhibiting decay.

The 97 ft long, 27 ft wide, 3-span bridge was replaced with a 99-ft long, 30 ft wide, single span
bridge. A single span structure was built to eliminate debris such as trees getting caught on the
piers and blocking the channel.

Sjostrom & Sons, Inc. of Rockford, IL was the contractor on this $1,281,196 project. The
estimated cost of the project was $1,370,535. The project was paid 80% using Federal Surface
Transportation Funds — Bridge (STP-BR), 16% from State Township Bridge Program funds, and
the remaining 4% local match to be split between the County’s local Aid to Bridges Tax fund
and the Squaw Grove Township Road District.

Engineering Resource Associates, Inc. of Warrenville, IL performed the preliminary and design
engineering. Brad Hunold of the Highway Department was the resident engineer on the project.



Anderland Road Concrete Box Culvert

This project included the replacement of a 64-year-old double cell concrete box culvert carrying
Anderland Road south of Keslinger Road on the border of Afton & Milan Township. The
structure was scheduled to be replaced in 2025 and a consultant was selected to design the new
structure. An inspection in the fall of 2023 determined it needed to be closed to traffic due to its
worsening condition. The permitting & design were expedited for a fall of 2024 replacement.

Both cells of the new structure were 9 ft wide x 9 ft high. The existing structure’s cells were 9 ft
wide by 8 ft high. The new length was extended to eliminate the need for guardrails.

McCarthy Improvement Company of Davenport, IL was the contractor on this $397,900 project.

The estimated cost of the project was $576,010. The project was paid 80% using Federal Surface
Transportation Funds — Bridge (STP-BR), 10% from the County’s local Aid to Bridges Tax fund,
and the remaining 10% split between the Afton Township Road District and the Milan Township
Road District.

Strand Associates of Joliet, IL performed the preliminary and design engineering. Brad Hunold
of the County Highway Department was the resident engineer on the project.



Township Resurfacing Projects

Each year, township road districts request the County Highway Department to prepare proposals
and contracts as well as oversee construction activities. Some of these activities include hot-mix
asphalt paving on subdivision streets and rural roads.

In 2024, 7 township road districts completed hot-mix asphalt paving projects throughout the
County. These projects covered 10.5 miles of roads at a cost of $1,638,719. They were paid
using a combination of Township Motor Fuel Tax funds and Township local funds. The DeKalb
County Highway Department prepared the plans for these paving projects and performed the
construction inspections.

Seal Coat Projects

In 2024, 10 townships and 3 municipalities joined the County’s seal coat contract. Seal coat is a
preventative maintenance process used to extend the life of a pavement. The County seal coated
and fog coated 12.4 miles at a cost of $393,468. The township road districts seal coated

25.1 miles at a cost of $716,774. Matt Christensen of the County Highway Department was the
resident technician on these projects. The DeKalb County Highway Department prepared the
plans for these sal coat projects and perfc_)l;rﬁ(l the construction inspections.




In-House Maintenance Projects

One of our most impactful categories of yearly work is the preventative maintenance performed
by the in-house Highway Department crews. The Operations Division performs year-round
maintenance of the County highway system. While their work may go unnoticed by many, they
help to extend the pavement life and reduce road closures and costly reconstructions.

The Highway Department personnel are most visible when removing snow and ice from the
highways. They also perform many preventative maintenance activities such as regrading
shoulders, placing new aggregate on shoulders, mowing, tree trimming, underground tile repairs,
and painting stop bars, crosswalks, railroad crossings, and turn arrows.

In addition to the highway maintainers, the Highway Department has two traffic control
technicians who maintain the signs along the County highway system. They also perform some
of the maintenance for our traffic signals.

By performing these and other operations using in-house crews, the Highway Department is able
to reduce incidents on the roads and reduce response times if there are incidents. Additionally,
less reliance on contractors can help to expedite certain projects while keeping costs lower.



Rejuvenator Projects

The County also uses a liquid rejuvenator as a way to extend the life of its roads. In 2024,

7.7 miles of county roads were sprayed at a cost of $228,329. One municipality sprayed 2.7
miles of roads at a cost of $17,649. Matt Christensen of the County Highway Department was
the resident technician inspecting these projects. The DeKalb County Highway Department
prepared the plans for these projects and performed the construction inspections.

Crack Routing and Filling Projects

Crack filling is another preventative maintenance program used to extend the life of pavements.
The County uses in-house crews to rout and fill cracks on its roads.

Spray Injection Patching

Spray Injection Patching, commonly referred as spray patching, involves the same materials as
the annual seal coat program. Instead of spraying across the entire road at once, the bituminous
liquid and aggregate chips are applied using a wand and spray nozzle. By patching these cracks,
it helps to keep water out of the crack, it is a smoother ride for the motoring public, and the
cracks should not reflect through a future overlay as quickly. In 2024, 6.8 miles of county roads
were sprayed at a cost of $46,344. Two township road districts sprayed 4.2 miles of roads at a
cost of $52,430. One municipality sprayed 1.3 miles of roads at a cost of $11,232.

Other Township and Municipal Maintenance Projects

Including the above work, all 19 of the 19 township road districts and 2 municipalities had the
County prepare various maintenance contracts on their behalf in 2024. In addition to the above-
described projects, these included bituminous patching materials, various aggregates, calcium
chloride, centerline and edge line striping, and drainage pipes. The DeKalb County Highway
Department prepared the plans for these contracts.

In total, the County Highway Department oversaw more than $8.7 million in construction and
maintenance projects during 2024.
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2025 Projects

Peace Road Bridge Replacement and Pavement Widening

Peace Road is the busiest highway on the county highway system. The Peace Road concept
started in 1969 when the Illinois Tollway Authority announced plans to construct an extension to
the East-West Tollway. The Tollway and the south end of Peace Road were opened to traffic in
1974. Peace Road was extended north over the decades with the last section north of Illinois
Route 64 connecting to Illinois Route 23 opening in 1997.

Portions of Peace Road have been widened from 2 lanes to 4 lanes over the years. As traffic
warrants multiple lanes, the road is widened. In 2019, Peace Road was widened at the
intersection with Illinois Route 64 and tapered back to 2 lanes at the bridge over the Kishwaukee
River. The next section will continue the widening north to the south side of Freed Road. This
will require a wider bridge over the river. Because of its structural design and age, it makes
financial sense to replace the 152 ft long bridge instead of reconstructing and widening it.

Traffic will be shifted to one side of the bridge while the other half is being constructed. Once
the first side is completed with a new bridge and additional travel lanes, the other side of the
roadway and bridge will be started. This traffic control plan will allow for two-way traffic to
continue throughout the project. Because of the staged construction and size of the project, it will
take two construction seasons to complete.

Bids were opened in December 2024 with Sjostrom & Sons, Inc. submitting the lowest bid at
$6,988,553. The estimate of cost was $7,410,164. The project will be paid using a combination
of State Motor Fuel Tax funds, local County Aid to Bridges Tax fund, and local County
Matching Tax funds. Construction will begin in April 2025 and is scheduled to be complete by
October 31, 2026.

Somonauk Road Concrete Box Culvert Extensions

This project is the extension of five culverts under Somonauk Road and one culvert under Perry
Road. All of the culverts under Somonauk Road are located in the 2-mile stretch between Perry
Road and Keslinger Road. The Perry Road culvert is located just east of Somonauk Road (north
leg). These locations have steep foreslopes next to the roadway shoulders. The culverts will be
extended to widen the roadway shoulders and eliminate the need for guardrail when the road is
improved in the future.

Over 30,000 cubic yards of fill material was stockpiled on property owned by DeKalb County
during a previous [-88 Tollway construction project. That material has been made available to

backfill the culvert extensions and provide better slopes along Somonauk Road.

The estimated cost of the project is $500,000 and is budgeted to be paid using a combination of
the State Motor Fuel Tax and local County Aid to Bridges Tax fund.
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Barber Greene Road and Town of Cortland Multi-use Trail Resurfacing

Barber Greene Road between Peace Road and Somonauk Road was last paved in 2000. In 2019,
a right turn lane at Peace Road was constructed. In that same project, the first 4 ft of the
shoulders were paved. These paved safety shoulders not only increased safety and reduced
maintenance along the road, but they provided an area for bicycles to travel without being in a
live lane of traffic.

In 2025, Barber Greene Road is scheduled to be resurfaced including the paved safety shoulders.
In addition to the road paving, a multi-use trail separated from the road will be paved. The trail
will connect Peace Road to Loves Road, then continue south on Loves Road into the Town of
Cortland. The trail will also connect Loves Road to Somonauk Road via Cortland Center Road.
Finally, the trail continues along Somonauk Road to Suppeland Park.

The overall project is estimated to cost $953,570 with $762,856 paid using Federal Surface
Transportation Program Funds - Urban (STU), $100,800 paid using State Truck Access Route
Program (TARP) funds, and the remaining $89,914 local match to be split between DeKalb
County and the Town of Cortland.

Somonauk Road Resurfacing

Somonauk Road is a minor arterial highway connecting the south end of DeKalb County to the
north end of the county. Despite the importance of the highway, much of it has not been
upgraded to an 80,000 Ib truck route. Upgrading highways to an 80,000 1b year-round weight
limit can be difficult because both ends of the highway need to connect to another designated
truck route or to a truck generator. Sometimes projects are constructed in multiple phases before
the full connections and 80,000 1b weight limits are realized.

The 4.0 mile stretch of Somonauk Road between Chicago Road and US Route 30 was last paved
in 1995. While the intention is to create a truck route between US Route 34 in Somonauk and
US Route 30 in Hinckley, the improvements are being split into two phases. In 2025, Somonauk
Road north of Chicago Road will be resurfaced with paved safety shoulders. This section of road
is nearing poor condition primarily due to wheel rutting from excessive truck traffic. Depending
on funding availability, a final lift of new pavement north of Chicago Road, as well as
resurfacing south of Chicago Road will complete the upgrades between US Route 34 and US
Route 30.

The 2025 project is estimated to cost $925,829 with 80% paid using Federal Surface

Transportation Program Funds - Rural (STR) and the remaining 20% local match with County
Matching Tax funds.
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Condition of County Highways
(Rating out of 5)

Rated 4.0 +
151.7 miles
Rated 3.0- 3.9
28.9 miles
Rated 2.0-2.9
0 miles
< Rated less than 2.0
0 miles

Mileage of County Highways
by Weight Limit

80,000 Ib year-round
66.0 miles

\0,000 Ib & subject

to spring postings
17.6 miles

73,280 1b &
subject to
spring postings
97.6 miles

A

Structurally Deficient Structures

Not Deficient -

Township Structurally
132 Deficient -
County
7

Structurally
\ Deficient -
Municipality
y
Not Deficient - 6
Municipality ——— Structurally

13 Not Deficient = Deficient -
County Township
41 11

Notes for the Structurally Deficient Structures chart

- Structurally deficient means one of the main components of the
structure (deck, superstructure, substructure) is in poor condition
and needs repairs

- A structurally deficient classification does not mean the structure
is unsafe to use

- Of the 7 structurally deficient county structures,
4 are scheduled for replacement

- Of the 11 structurally deficient township structures,
8 are scheduled for replacement

- Of the 6 structurally deficient municipal structures,
4 are scheduled for replacement
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