DeKalb County Government
Sycamore, Illinois

COUNTY BOARD PROCEEDINGS
January 21, 2026

The DeKalb County Board met in regular session at the Legislative Center’s Gathertorium on
Wednesday, January 21, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. Chair Frieders called the meeting to order, and Clerk Sims
called the roll. Those present were Board Members Kathy Lampkins, Jim Luebke, Elizabeth Lundeen,
Terri-Mann-Lamb, Michelle Pickett, Roy Plote, Chris Porterfield, Vice-Chair Ellingsworth Webb, Tim
Bagby, Scott Campbell, Mary Cozad, Patrick Deutsch, Meryl Domina, Laurie Emmer, Suzanne
Fahnestock, Benjamin Haier, Laura Hoffman, Tim Hughes, Rebecca Johnson, and Chair John Frieders.
Those Members absent were Board Members Joe Marcinkowski, Kim Coovert, Rukisha Crawford, and
Rhonda Henke. A quorum was established with twenty Members present and four absent at roll call.

Lampkins led in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motion
Deutsch moved to remove Resolution R2026-001 and Resolution R2026-012, both dealing with
the payment of claims, from the agenda due to errors. Johnson seconded the motion.
Voice Vote
The Chair called for a voice vote. The motion carried.
Motion
Vice-Chair Webb moved to approve the agenda now as amended. Emmer seconded the motion.
Voice Vote
A voice vote was taken on the agenda as amended. The motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion
Cozad moved to approve the minutes of the December 17, 2025 County Board Meeting. Deutsch
seconded the motion.

Voice Vote
The Chair asked for a voice vote on the approval of the minutes. The motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS

Employee Service Awards — January 2026
The Board recognized and congratulated the following County Employees for their service to the
County of DeKalb: Five Years: Maura Moulton — Treasurer’s Office; Fifteen Years: Benjamin
Meier — Circuit Clerk’s Office; and Twenty Years: Audra Puleo — Court Services.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Anna Wilhelmi of Paw Paw Township welcomed Board Member Terri Mann-Lamb back, then
shared a press release from the Brooklyn Park, Minnesota Police Chief. The Chief stated that
while immigration enforcement is necessary, there have been recent complaints of U.S. citizens,
primarily people of color, being stopped without cause and asked for proof of citizenship. An
incident was described involving an off-duty officer who was detained at gunpoint and said these
types of actions must stop.
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Jody Whitaker, Campaign Director for Showing Animals Respect and Kindness (SHARK), spoke
about a 2024 incident in which four men were filmed electrocuting and abusing steers in DeKalb
County. She stated that only Christopher Perez was charged after refusing to name the others and
later pled guilty to animal cruelty, yet additional events were still permitted at the same location.
She raised concerns about possible further abuse at an August 2025 event, questioned whether
any ongoing investigations exist, and expressed frustration over a lack of response from the
Sheriff. Whitaker urged the County to take stronger action, suggesting that events like these
cannot occur without violating Illinois animal cruelty laws, and asked to work with the County to
stop them.

Marcinkowski and Crawford arrived. There were now twenty-two Members present and two absent.

Kevin Gehrke of Afton Township spoke about his concerns regarding local solar field
developments. He expressed frustration over the visual impact along IL Route 23 and near St.
Mary’s in DeKalb, stating that he feels the projects are harming the rural character of the area he
and his family have worked hard to maintain. He urged the County Board to reconsider or uphold
stronger standards related to solar development, emphasizing the emotional and personal impact
the changes have had on him.

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES
COUNTY HIGHWAY COMMITTEE

Resolution R2026-008: A Resolution Awarding the purchase of one (1) new 2027 Kenworth T480

Tandem Axle Cab & Chassis Truck with warranty options in the amount of $147.205.56 to CIT

Trucks LLC, of Loves Park, Illinois

Motion
Deutsch moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby approves and awards the lowest bid
meeting specifications to CIT Trucks LLC, of Loves Park, Illinois, for the furnishing and delivery
of one (1) new Kenworth T480 tandem axle cab & chassis truck with warranty to the County
Highway Department in the total amount of $147,205.56. Haier seconded the motion.

Roll Call Vote
The Chair called for a roll call vote on the motion as presented. Those voting aye were Board
Members Lampkins, Luebke, Lundeen, Mann-Lamb, Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield,
Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Campbell, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock,
Haier, Hoffman, Hughes, Johnson, and Chair Frieders. The motion carried 22-0-2.

Resolution R2026-009: A Resolution Entering into a Joint Funding Agreement for State

Construction work through the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), State of Illinois for

Section 22-00281-00-WR Plank Road, Lindgren Road Intersection Roundabout

Motion
Deutsch moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby approves and authorizes the Board Chair
to execute the appropriate Local Agency Agreement for Federal Participation with the State of
Illinois for the use of HSIP, STU 50-<200K Funds & Local Funds for certain improvements to
County Highway 15, Plank Road, Lindgren Road Intersection-Roundabout with the estimated
construction & construction engineering to cost $3,376,750.00 or as much as needed, with the
local share estimated at $387,450.00. Luebke seconded the motion.

Roll Call Vote
Chair Frieders called for a roll call vote on the motion. Those voting aye were Board Members
Lampkins, Luebke, Lundeen, Mann-Lamb, Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair
Webb, Bagby, Campbell, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Haier,
Hoffman, Hughes, Johnson, and Chair Frieders. The motion carried 22-0-2.
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Resolution R2026-010: A Resolution entering Amendment #1 to the original Joint Federal Funding

Construction Agreement; modifies the Division of Cost with the addition of TARP Funding for

Section 21-00187-02-RS Barber Greene Road

Motion
Deutsch moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby approves and authorizes the Board Chair
to execute the appropriate Local Agency Amendment #1 Agreement, for the use of Truck Access
Route Program (TARP) Funds awarded per the modified Division of Cost, for certain
improvements to County Highway 17, Barber Greene Road. Johnson seconded the motion.

Roll Call Vote
Those voting aye were Board Members Lampkins, Luebke, Lundeen, Mann-Lamb,
Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Campbell, Cozad, Crawford,
Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Haier, Hoffman, Hughes, Johnson, and Chair Frieders.
The motion carried 22-0-2.

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE

Resolution R2026-002: A Resolution Abating the Entire Property Tax Levy for the 2025 Tax Year

for Recapture Revenues in the amount of $66,696.63

Motion
Campbell moved that the $66,696.63 property tax levy for the 2025 Tax Year (payable in 2026),
which was levied under 35ILCS 200/18-233 for “Recapture Revenues”, is hereby abated in its
entirety in the amount of $66,696.63, and that a certified copy of this Resolution should be filed
with the DeKalb County Clerk within fifteen days. Deutsch seconded the motion.

Roll Call Vote
A roll call vote was taken. Those voting aye were Board Members Lampkins, Luebke, Lundeen,
Mann-Lamb, Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Campbell,
Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Haier, Hoffman, Hughes, Johnson, and
Chair Frieders. None were opposed. The motion carried 22-0-2.

Resolution R2026-003: A Resolution Abating the Entire Property Tax Levy for the 2025 Tax Year

for the 2020A Refunding Bond Issue in the amount of $1,198.600

Motion
Campbell moved that the $1,198,600 property tax levy for the 2025 Tax Year (payable in 2026),
which was levied for the retirement of the debt of the County of DeKalb, Illinois General
Obligation Refunding Bonds, Series 2020A (i.e. the Refunding Bonds), is hereby abated in its
entirety in the amount of $1,198,600, and that a certified copy of this Resolution should be filed
with the DeKalb County Clerk within fifteen days. Emmer seconded the motion.

Roll Call Vote
A roll call vote was taken. Those voting aye were Board Members Lampkins, Luebke, Lundeen,
Mann-Lamb, Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Campbell,
Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Haier, Hoffman, Hughes, Johnson, and
Chair Frieders. None were opposed. The motion carried 22-0-2.

Resolution R2026-004: A Resolution Abating the Entire Property Tax Levy for the 2025 Tax Year

for the 2020 Nursing Home Expansion Bond Issue in the amount of $900.000.00

Motion
Campbell moved that the $900,000 property tax levy for the 2025 Tax Year (payable in 2026),
which was levied for the retirement of the debt of the County of DeKalb, Illinois General
Obligation Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2020 (i.e. the Nursing Home Expansion
Bonds), is hereby abated in its entirety in the amount of $900,000. Johnson seconded the motion.
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Roll Call Vote
A roll call vote was taken. Those voting aye were Board Members Lampkins, Luebke, Lundeen,
Mann-Lamb, Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Campbell,
Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Haier, Hoffman, Hughes, Johnson, and
Chair Frieders. None were opposed. The motion carried 22-0-2.

Resolution R2026-005: A Resolution Abating the Entire Property Tax Levy for the 2025 Tax Year
for the 2017 Jail Expansion Bond Issue in the amount of $1,661,356.26
Motion
Campbell moved that the $1,661,356.26 property tax levy for the 2025 Tax Year (payable in
2026), which was levied for the retirement of the debt of the County of DeKalb, Illinois General
Obligation Bonds (Alternate Revenue Source), Series 2017 (i.e. the Jail Expansion Bonds), is
hereby abated in its entirety in the amount of $1,661,356.26, and that a certified copy of this
Resolution should be filed with the DeKalb County Clerk within fifteen days. Pickett seconded.
Roll Call Vote
A roll call vote was taken. Those voting aye were Board Members Lampkins, Luebke, Lundeen,
Mann-Lamb, Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Campbell,
Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Haier, Hoffman, Hughes, Johnson, and
Chair Frieders. None were opposed. The motion carried 22-0-2.

Resolution R2026-007: A Resolution Abating a Portion of Property Tax Levy for the 2025 Tax

Year for Tort and Liability Revenues in the amount of $206.000

Motion
Campbell moved that the $216,000 property tax levy for the 2025 Tax Year (payable in 2026),
which was levied under 745 ILCS 10/9-107 for “Tort and Liability”, is hereby abated in the
amount of $206,000, and that a certified copy of this Resolution should be filed with the DeKalb
County Clerk within fifteen days. Porterfield seconded the motion.

Roll Call Vote
A roll call vote was taken. Those voting aye were Board Members Lampkins, Luebke, Lundeen,
Mann-Lamb, Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Campbell,
Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Haier, Hoffman, Hughes, Johnson, and
Chair Frieders. None were opposed. The motion carried 22-0-2.

Reports of County Officials
Motion

It was moved by Campbell and seconded by Marcinkowski to accept and place on file the

following Reports of County Officials:

Cash & Investments in County Banks —December 2025
Public Defender’s Report —December 2025
Adult & Juvenile Monthly Reports —December 2025
Pretrial Report —December 2025
Sheriff’s Jail Report — December 2025
Building Permits & Construction Reports —December 2025
DCRNC Monthly Report —December 2025

Voice Vote
The motion carried by voice vote.
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Resolution R2026-006: A Resolution Selecting the DeKalb County Convention and Visitor’s

Bureau as DeKalb County’s Agency of Record for Tourism Promotions for the Illinois Office of

Tourism FY2026

Motion

Vice-Chair Webb moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby approves that the DeKalb County
Convention and Visitor’s Bureau is selected as DeKalb County’s Agency of Record for Tourism
Promotions for the Illinois Office of Tourism for the 2026 Fiscal Year (January 1, 2026 to
December 31, 2026). Plote seconded the motion.

Voice Vote
The motion carried with no opposition heard.

APPOINTMENTS
Motion
It was moved by Chair Frieders and seconded by Crawford to approve the following
appointments:
e Ad Hoc Nominating Committee for the DCRNC Oversight Board: Kim Coovert and
Michelle Pickett appointed to serve on the Ad Hoc Nominating Committee for the DCRNC
Oversight Board as set forth in the Oversight Board Bylaws.
Voice Vote
A voice vote was taken on the motion to approve the appointments as presented. The motion
carried with one abstention from Pickett.

OLD BUSINESS / NEW BUSINESS
None.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion

Hughes moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:29 p.m. Lampkins seconded the motion.
Voice Vote

The motion to adjourn until the February 18, 2026 County Board Meeting carried.
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