DeKalb County Government
Sycamore, Illinois

COUNTY BOARD PROCEEDINGS
February 18, 2026

The DeKalb County Board met in regular session at the Legislative Center’s Gathertorium on
Wednesday, February 18, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. Chair Frieders called the meeting to order, and Clerk Sims
called the roll. Those present were Board Members Jim Luebke, Elizabeth Lundeen, Joe Marcinkowski,
Roy Plote, Chris Porterfield, Vice-Chair Ellingsworth Webb, Tim Bagby, Scott Campbell, Kim Coovert,
Mary Cozad, Rukisha Crawford, Patrick Deutsch, Laurie Emmer, Benjamin Haier, Rhonda Henke, Laura
Hoffman, Rebecca Johnson, Kathy Lampkins, and Chair John Frieders. Those Members absent were
Board Members Terri Mann-Lamb, Michelle Pickett, Meryl Domina, Suzanne Fahnestock, and Tim
Hughes. A quorum was established with nineteen Members present and five absent at roll call.

Luebke led in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motion

Vice-Chair Webb moved to approve the agenda as presented. Emmer seconded the motion.
Voice Vote

A voice vote was taken on the motion to approve the agenda. The motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion
Cozad moved to approve the minutes of the January 21, 2026 County Board Meeting. Porterfield
seconded the motion.

Voice Vote
The Chair asked for a voice vote on the approval of the minutes. The motion carried.

Pickett arrived. There were now twenty Board Members present and four absent.

COMMUNICATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS

Employee Service Awards — February 2026
The Board recognized and congratulated the following County Employees for their service to the
County of DeKalb: Five Years: Raymond Blecher — Judiciary, Kyla Grimm — Rehab & Nursing
Center, Jake Simmons — Sheriff’s Office, Becky Springer — County Treasurer / Collector; Twenty
Years: Lt. David Aranda — Sheriff’s Office, Crystal Harrolle — Public Defender’s Office, Min Zhang
— Rehab & Nursing Center; Twenty-Five Years: Rick Wild — IMO / GIS.
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PUBLIC COMMENTS
Kathy Stelford of Sycamore Township, founder of Oaken Acres Wildlife Center, spoke about the
growth of the wildlife center and the increasing number of animals it treats each year. She
expressed strong concerns about rodeo events, describing them as animal cruelty and citing the
Illinois Humane Care for Animals Act. Stelford urged the County to address animal cruelty at
such events and offered to assist with research for potential ordinance language.

Mike of Grundy County, an investigator with Showing Animals Respect and Kindness (SHARK),
stated that he and his colleagues have documented steer tailing events in DeKalb County over
the past four years. He alleged multiple instances of animal cruelty at these events, including
the use of electric shocks and physical abuse. He said only one individual has been charged
despite additional evidence and urged the County to deny future permits for steer tailing events
and consider an ordinance banning them.

Eva Hindi of Kane County, representing Showing Animals Respect and Kindness (SHARK), spoke
about the organization’s long history of investigating and exposing alleged animal cruelty at
rodeos in the U.S. and internationally. She described documented incidents of abuse involving
steers, calves, and horses at steer tailing events and stated that such actions violate lllinois
animal cruelty laws. Hindi urged the County to take action to address and prevent these events.

Jodie Wiederkehr of Chicago, representing Showing Animals Respect and Kindness (SHARK),
criticized the handling of past steer tailing investigations and referenced an email from the
State’s Attorney stating the prior case was closed with no further action. She argued that
individuals involved should have been charged with animal cruelty and questioned the role of
state agencies in enforcing animal welfare laws. Wiederkehr urged the County to deny future
permits for such events and adopt an Ordinance prohibiting steer tailing.

William Heimbigner of Willow Creek Township criticized a County Board Member’s email to the
Sheriff’'s Office regarding her husband’s traffic citation, comparing it to seeking special
treatment. He argued the communication was an inappropriate use of a County Board position
and asked the Board to consider a formal censure Resolution. He also stated that the Board
Member owed an apology to the Sheriff’s Office employees.

Mark Stelford of Sycamore Township spoke about the steer tailing issue, emphasizing that while
cultural traditions are important, laws (such as lllinois animal cruelty laws) must be respected
and enforced. He stated that if individuals disagree with those laws, they should pursue changes
through the legislative process.

Holly Erdman of Hampshire Township spoke about steer tailing permits, questioning whether
the activity reflects the community’s values. She stated that issuing permits legitimizes the
events and could expose the County to liability due to potential injuries, animal suffering, and
public backlash. Erdman urged the Board to deny permits for such events.

Megan Renwick, a DeKalb County resident and supervisor at Oaken Acres Wildlife Center, spoke
about steer tailing events, stating she was unaware they were occurring locally until recently.
She expressed concern about the treatment of animals and urged the Board to consider the
Illinois Humane Care for Animals Act when making decisions and to deny permits for such
events.
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REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES

COUNTY HIGHWAY COMMITTEE

Resolution R2026-015: A Resolution Awarding the Purchase and Installation of Dump Body, Snow
Plow, Frame, Hydraulic System, Wing, Spreader, and Pre-Wet Tank System, Each on One (1) 2027
Kenworth T480 Dump Truck as specified, to Monroe Truck Equipment, Inc., Monroe, WI in the
Amount of $181,319.00
Motion
Deutsch moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby approves and awards the lowest bid
meeting specifications to Monroe Truck Equipment, Inc., of Monroe, WI, for the furnishing and
installation of a dump body, snow plow, frame, hydraulic system, wing, spreader, and pre-wet
tank system, each on one (1) 2027 Kenworth T480 Dump Truck, as specified with warranties, to
the Highway Department in the total amount of $181,319.00. Lampkins seconded the motion.
Roll Call Vote
The Chair called for a roll call vote on the motion as presented. Those voting aye were Board
Members Luebke, Lundeen, Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby,
Campbell, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Emmer, Haier, Henke, Hoffman, Johnson,
Lampkins, and Chair Frieders. The motion carried 20-0-4.

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE

Resolution R2026-016: A Resolution Authorizing the Execution of a Memorandum of Understanding
between the County of DeKalb County, lllinois and AFSCME Council 31, Local No. 3537 at adjust the
compensation of the DeKalb County Rehab and Nursing Center New Maintenance Supervisor from
Maximum of $24.48 to Maximum Hiring Range of $28.85
Motion
Crawford moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby approves and authorizes the County
Administrator to execute a Memorandum of Understanding with AFSCME Council 31, Local No.
3537 to adjust the wage scale for the DeKalb County Rehab & Nursing Center’s Maintenance
Supervisor position, to have a maximum new hire rate of $28.85 per hour. Johnson seconded
the motion.
Roll Call Vote
Following a short discussion, Chair Frieders called for a roll call vote on the motion as presented.
Those voting aye were Board Members Luebke, Pickett, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby,
Campbell, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Haier, Henke, Hoffman, and Johnson. Those opposed were
Lundeen, Marcinkowski, Plote, Coovert, Emmer, Lampkins, and Chair Frieders. The motion
carried 13-7-4.

LAW & JUSTICE COMMITTEE

Ordinance 02026-001: An Ordinance Amending Civil Fees as Directed by The lllinois Supreme Court
Motion
Lampkins moved to approve the amendments to the DeKalb County Circuit Clerk’s Civil Fees, as
set forth in said Ordinance, in accordance with the April 26, 2025 Order of the Illinois Supreme
Court, retroactively effective as of October 1, 2025. Marcinkowski seconded the motion.
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Roll Call Vote
The Chair called for a roll call vote on the motion as presented. Those voting aye were Board
Members Luebke, Lundeen, Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby,
Campbell, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Emmer, Haier, Henke, Hoffman, Johnson,
Lampkins, and Chair Frieders. The motion carried 20-0-4.

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE

Resolution R2026-013: A Resolution Abating of Property Tax Levy for the 2025 Tax Year for Tort and

Liability Revenues

Motion
Campbell moved that the $226,000 property tax levy for the 2025 Tax Year (payable in 2026),
which was levied under 745 ILCS 10/9-107 for “Tort and Liability”, is hereby abated in the
amount of $216,000, and that a certified copy of this Resolution should be filed with the DeKalb
County Clerk within fifteen days. Porterfield seconded the motion.

Roll Call Vote
A roll call vote was taken. Those voting aye were Board Members Luebke, Lundeen,
Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Campbell, Coovert, Cozad,
Crawford, Deutsch, Emmer, Haier, Henke, Hoffman, Johnson, Lampkins, and Chair Frieders. The
motion carried 20-0-4.

Resolution R2026-012: A Resolution Approving the Payment of County Claims for January 2026, and
Off-Cycle Claims Paid During the Previous Month, Including All Claims for Travel, Meals, and Lodging,
in the amount of $9,081,513.32
Motion
Campbell moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby approves the payment of the County
Claims for January 2026, and the Off-Cycle Claims paid during the previous month, including all
claims for travel, meals, and lodging, in the total amount of $9,081,513.32. Luebke seconded.
Roll Call Vote
A roll call vote was taken to approve the January 2026 Claims. Those voting aye were Board
Members Luebke, Lundeen, Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby,
Campbell, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Emmer, Haier, Henke, Hoffman, Johnson,
Lampkins, and Chair Frieders. The motion carried 20-0-4.

Resolution R2026-014: A Resolution Approving the Payment of County Claims for February 2026, and
Off-Cycle Claims Paid During the Previous Month, Including All Claims for Travel, Meals, and Lodging,
in the amount of $10,544,582.88
Motion
Campbell moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby approves the payment of the County
Claims for February 2026, and the Off-Cycle Claims paid during the previous month, including all
claims for travel, meals, and lodging, in the total amount of $10,544,582.88. Coovert seconded.
Roll Call Vote
A roll call vote was taken to approve the February 2026 Claims. Those voting aye were Board
Members Luebke, Lundeen, Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby,
Campbell, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Emmer, Haier, Henke, Hoffman, Johnson,
Lampkins, and Chair Frieders. The motion carried 20-0-4.
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Reports of County Officials
Motion
It was moved by Campbell and seconded by Pickett to accept and place on file the following
Reports of County Officials:
Cash & Investments in County Banks — January 2026
Public Defender’s Report — January 2026
Adult & Juvenile Monthly Reports —January 2026
Pretrial Report —January 2026
Sheriff’s Jail Report —January 2026
Building Permits & Construction Reports —January 2026
DCRNC Monthly Report — January 2026

Voice Vote
The motion carried by voice vote.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Resolution R2026-018: A Resolution Authorizing Job Reclassifications for Certain Collective Bargaining
Positions in the Highway Department
Motion
Vice-Chair Webb moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby authorizes and approves the
reclassification and salary adjustment as recommended by both the Finance and Administration
and Executive Committees for a position within the Highway Department that is outlined in this
Resolution. Emmer seconded the motion.
Roll Call Vote
The Chair called for a roll call vote on the motion as presented. Those voting aye were Board
Members Luebke, Lundeen, Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby,
Campbell, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Emmer, Haier, Henke, Hoffman, Johnson,
Lampkins, and Chair Frieders. None were opposed. The motion carried 20-0-4.

Resolution R2026-019: A Resolution Authorizing the Creation of a Co-Responder Position in the

amount of $197,090 funded by the Department of Children and Family Services of the State of lllinois

in the Sheriff’s Office

Motion
Vice-Chair Webb moved that the DeKalb County Board does hereby authorize the DeKalb County
Sheriff to create and add the position of the Co-Responder, in the approximate amount of
$197,090, to be paid for with a four-year grant from the Department of Children and Family
Services. Pickett seconded the motion.

Roll Call Vote
The Chair called for a roll call vote. Those voting aye were Board Members Luebke, Lundeen,
Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Campbell, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch,
Emmer, Haier, Henke, Hoffman, Johnson, Lampkins, and Chair Frieders. Those opposed were
Marcinkowski and Bagby. The motion carried 18-2-4.
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Resolution R2026-020: Appointment of a County Administrator
Motion

Vice-Chair Webb moved that the DeKalb County Board does hereby appoint Ruth Kedzior of
Elkhorn, Wisconsin, as the next DeKalb County Administrator, effective March 9, 2026, with a
base salary of $185,000 and a total compensation package of $238,375. Cozad seconded the
motion.

Roll Call Vote

Chair Frieders called for a roll call vote on the appointment as presented. Those voting aye were
Board Members Luebke, Lundeen, Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb,
Bagby, Campbell, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Emmer, Haier, Henke, Hoffman, Johnson,
Lampkins, and Chair Frieders. None were opposed. The motion carried 20-0-4.

OLD BUSINESS / NEW BUSINESS
None.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion

Deutsch moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:43 p.m. Crawford seconded the motion.
Voice Vote

TN

The motion to adjourn until the March 18, 2026 County Board Meeting carried.
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