DeKalb County Government
Sycamore, Illinois

COUNTY BOARD PROCEEDINGS
March 18, 2026

The DeKalb County Board met in regular session at the Legislative Center’s Gathertorium on
Wednesday, March 18, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. Chair Frieders called the meeting to order, and Clerk Sims
called the roll. Those present were Board Members Elizabeth Lundeen, Michelle Pickett, Roy Plote,
Chris Porterfield, Vice-Chair Ellingsworth Webb, Tim Bagby, Kim Coovert, Mary Cozad, Rukisha
Crawford, Patrick Deutsch, Meryl Domina, Laurie Emmer, Suzanne Fahnestock, Ben Haier, Laura
Hoffman, Kathy Lampkins, Jim Luebke, and Chair John Frieders. Those absent were Board Members
Terri Mann-Lamb, Joe Marcinkowski, Scott Campbell, Rhonda Henke, Tim Hughes, and Rebecca
Johnson. A guorum was established with eighteen Members present and six absent.

Lundeen led in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance.

Board Members Rebecca Johnson, Joe Marcinkowski, and Rhonda Henke arrived, there were now
twenty-one Members present and three absent.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Motion

Coovert moved to approve the agenda as presented. Deutsch seconded the motion.
Voice Vote

A voice vote was taken on the motion to approve the agenda. The motion carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion
Cozad moved to approve the minutes of the February 18, 2026 County Board Meeting. Hoffman
seconded the motion.

Voice Vote
The Chair asked for a voice vote on the approval of the minutes. The motion carried.

COMMUNICATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS
Chair Frieders presented Derek Hiland with an honorary plaque in recognition of his service to
DeKalb County as Interim County Administrator.

Employee Service Awards — March 2026
The Board recognized and congratulated the following County Employees for their service to the

County of DeKalb: Five Years: Robert Floersch Ill — Forest Preserve District, Kaleigh O’Brien —
Court Services, Kathryn Sager — Assessments Office; Twenty-Five Years: Naomi Faivre — Sheriff’s
Office.
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PUBLIC COMMENTS

Kathy Stelford of Sycamore Township, founder of Oaken Acres Wildlife Center, spoke in
opposition to steer tailing events, citing concerns about animal cruelty and noting that other
counties have taken steps to stop similar practices. She referenced potential legislative options,
including SB45, and urged the County Board to use its influence to advocate for stronger
enforcement or regulatory action. She also compared the strict licensing requirements for
wildlife rehabilitation to the lack of oversight for these events and asked the Board to take action
to prevent them.

Karen Delapaz of Shabbona Township, spoke against steer tailing, describing it as cruel and
inhumane treatment of animals. She expressed that the issue deserves attention and
encouraged the Board to take a stand by supporting an ordinance to address the practice.

Emily Pollock of Sycamore Township, voiced support for previous speakers and emphasized the
importance of both public safety and animal welfare. She asked the Board to take action to
ensure organizations and events are held accountable and comply with appropriate standards.

Angie Daurer of Shabbona Township, provided a description of steer tailing, explaining that it
involves forcing a steer to the ground by its tail, often resulting in injury. She characterized the
practice as abusive and urged the Board to adopt an ordinance prohibiting steer tailing, citing
existing animal welfare laws and advocating for stronger protections.

APPOINTMENTS
Motion

It was moved by Lampkins and seconded by Luebke to approve the following appointment:
e Board of Review: Brian Rosenow reappointed for a two-year term beginning May 1, 2026 to
April 31, 2028.
Voice Vote

A voice vote was taken on the motion to approve the appointments as presented. The motion
carried.

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES

PLANNING, ZONING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Ordinance 02026-003: An Ordinance Approving a Special Use Permit to Develop and Use a Private

Airstrip on Property Located both in DeKalb and Kane Counties at 10828 County Line Road Big Rock,

lllinois, in Squaw Grove Township

Motion
Bagby moved that the DeKalb County Board does hereby approve a Special Use Permit, with
conditions as outlined in the Ordinance, for William and Kari Dunteman to establish and operate
a private airstrip on property located at 10828 County Line Road, Squaw Grove Township. Henke
seconded the motion.

Roll Call Vote
Chair Frieders called for a roll call vote. Those voting aye were Board Members Lundeen,
Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford,
Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Haier, Henke, Hoffman, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, and
Chair Frieders. None were opposed. The motion carried 21-0-3.
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Ordinance 02026-004: An Ordinance Approving a Map Amendment (Rezoning) to Establish a new
Planned Development Residential (PDR) District for the 16.32-acre property located on the South Side
of Derby Line Road, approximately 350 feet west of Lincoln Road and Immediately Northwest of the
Airstrip Located in the Aero Lake Estates Subdivision, in Genoa Township, in Order to Use the Property
as a Residential Lot
Motion
Bagby moved that the DeKalb County Board does hereby approve a Zoning Map Amendment to
establish a new Planned Development Residential District governing a 16.32-acre parcel located
on the south side of Derby Line Road, approximately 350 ft. west of Lincoln Road and northwest
of the airstrip in Aero Lakes Estates, Genoa Township. Luebke seconded the motion.
Roll Call Vote
Chair Frieders called for a roll call vote. Those voting aye were Board Members Lundeen,
Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford,
Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Haier, Henke, Hoffman, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, and
Chair Frieders. None were opposed. The motion carried 21-0-3.

Ordinance 02026-005: An Ordinance Approving a Special Use Permit to Establish and Operate a 2-
megawatt Commercial Solar Facility on Approximately 16 acres of Approximately a 22- acre Property
Located on the Northeast Corner of the Intersection of Barber Greene and Fenstermaker Roads, in
Cortland Township
Motion
Bagby moved that the DeKalb County Board does hereby approve a Special Use Permit, with
conditions as outlined in the Ordinance, to USS Heavenscent Solar, LLC, to allow for the
construction and operation of a of a 2-megawatt Commercial Solar Energy System, on a 22-acre
property located on the northeast corner of Barber Greene and Fenstermaker Roads, in Cortland
Township. Emmer seconded the motion.
Roll Call Vote
The Chair called for a roll call vote on the motion. Those voting aye were Board Members
Lundeen, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford,
Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Henke, Hoffman, Lampkins, Luebke, and Chair Frieders.
Those opposed were Marcinkowski, Haier, and Johnson. The motion carried 18-3-3.

Resolution R2026-031: A Resolution Adopting the Central South Branch Kishwaukee River

Watershed-Based Plan as an Amendment to the Stormwater Management Plan for DeKalb County,

lllinois

Motion
Bagby moved that the DeKalb County Board does hereby adopt the Central South Branch
Kishwaukee River Watershed Improvement Plan as an Amendment to the DeKalb County
Stormwater Management Plan, and hereby endorses the policies and recommendations
contained therein. Johnson seconded the motion.

Roll Call Vote
Chair Frieders called for a roll call vote. Those voting aye were Board Members Lundeen,
Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford,
Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Haier, Henke, Hoffman, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, and
Chair Frieders. None were opposed. The motion carried 21-0-3.
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Resolution R2026-032: A Resolution Adopting the Lower Little Rock Creek Watershed-Based Plan as

an Amendment to the Stormwater Management Plan for DeKalb County, lllinois

Motion
Bagby moved that the DeKalb County Board does hereby adopt the Lower Little Rock Creek
Watershed Improvement Plan as an Amendment to the DeKalb County Stormwater
Management Plan, and hereby endorses the policies and recommendations contained therein.
Vice-Chair Webb seconded the motion.

Roll Call Vote
Chair Frieders called for a roll call vote. Those voting aye were Board Members Lundeen,
Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford,
Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Haier, Henke, Hoffman, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, and
Chair Frieders. None were opposed. The motion carried 21-0-3.

Resolution R2026-033: A Resolution Approving an Amendment to a Special Use Permit to Extend the

Construction Timeframe Surrounding the Red Maple Solar Project

Motion
Bagby moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby authorizes amendments to Special Use
Permits granted to, Red Maple Solar, LLC, for the Projects AF-21-06, AF-21-07, AF-21-08, AF-21-
09, AF-21-10, AF-21-11, & AF-21-12 in Afton Township, modifying the time frame to construct
from one (1) year completion upon commencement to two (2) years or twenty-four (24) months’
time frame of completion upon commencement of each building permit. Hoffman seconded the
motion.

Roll Call Vote
The Chair called for a roll call vote on the motion. Those voting aye were Board Members
Lundeen, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford,
Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Henke, Hoffman, Lampkins, Luebke, and Chair Frieders.
Those opposed were Marcinkowski, Haier, and Johnson. The motion carried 18-3-3.

Resolution R2026-034: A Resolution Approving an Amendment to a Special Use Permit to Change the

Official Name of the Applicant on the Original Special Use Permit Ordinance 02025-05

Motion
Bagby moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby authorizes the name change within the
Special Use Permit granted to TPE IL DE35, LLC Solar, for Project FR-25-04 in Franklin Township.
Deutsch seconded the motion.

Roll Call Vote
Chair Frieders called for a roll call vote. Those voting aye were Board Members Lundeen,
Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford,
Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Haier, Henke, Hoffman, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, and
Chair Frieders. None were opposed. The motion carried 21-0-3.
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COUNTY HIGHWAY COMMITTEE

Resolution R2026-022: A Resolution Awarding the 2026 General County Letting in Which All Bids are

Accepted

Motion
Deutsch moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby awards the following bids that met
specifications to Vulcan Construction Materials, LLC, of Naperville, IL, Peter Baker & Sons Co., of
Lake Bluff, IL, Curran Contracting Co., of DeKalb, IL, Sicalco, Ltd, of Hinsdale, IL, Macklin Inc., of
Rochelle, IL, and Wagner Aggregate Inc., of DeKalb, IL, for the provision of certain, specified
maintenance materials to the County of DeKalb and its nineteen Road Districts. Coovert
seconded the motion.

Roll Call Vote
The Chair called for a roll call vote. Those voting aye were Board Members Lundeen,
Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford,
Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Haier, Henke, Hoffman, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, and
Chair Frieders. None were opposed. The motion carried 21-0-3.

Resolution R2026-023: A Resolution Awarding the 2026 Afton Road District Aggregate Project to

Wagner Aggregate Inc., of DeKalb, IL in the Amount of $89,040.00

Motion
Deutsch moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby awards the lowest bid meeting
specifications to Wagner Aggregate Inc., of DeKalb, IL for 5,600 tons of aggregate surface course
spread on road, to be placed on various roads in Afton Road District in the amount of
$89,040.00. Pickett seconded.

Roll Call Vote
The Chair called for a roll call vote. Those voting aye were Board Members Lundeen,
Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford,
Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Haier, Henke, Hoffman, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, and
Chair Frieders. None were opposed. The motion carried 21-0-3.

Resolution R2026-024: A Resolution Awarding the 2026 Malta Road District Aggregate Project to

Wagner Aggregate Inc., of DeKalb, IL in the Amount of $62,750.00

Motion
Deutsch moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby awards the lowest bid meeting
specifications to Wagner Aggregate Inc., of DeKalb, IL for 5,000 tons of aggregate surface course
spread on road, to be placed on various roads in Malta Road District in the amount of
$62,750.00. Cozad seconded the motion.

Roll Call Vote
The Chair called for a roll call vote. Those voting aye were Board Members Lundeen,
Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford,
Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Haier, Henke, Hoffman, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, and
Chair Frieders. None were opposed. The motion carried 21-0-3.

Terri Mann-Lamb arrived. There were now twenty-two Members present and two absent.
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Resolution R2026-025: A Resolution Awarding the 2026 Drainage Pipe Project to lllinois Culvert

Company, of Tonica, IL in the Amount of $99,356.88

Motion
Deutsch moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby awards the lowest bid meeting
specifications to lllinois Culvert Company of Tonica, IL for materials and delivery for 1,325 feet
of various size culvert pipe and twenty-two connecting bands of various sizes for use in DeKalb
County. Luebke seconded the motion as presented.

Roll Call Vote
The Chair called for a roll call vote. Those voting aye were Board Members Lundeen, Mann-
Lamb, Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Coovert, Cozad,
Crawford, Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Haier, Henke, Hoffman, Johnson, Lampkins,
Luebke, and Chair Frieders. None were opposed. The motion carried 22-0-2.

FACILITIES & TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

Resolution 2026-026 A Resolution Granting an Easement for a Legacy Bench on the DeKalb County

Government Campus

Motion
Pickett moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby approves the placement of one (1) six-foot
Legacy park-style bench with a memorial plaque on the DeKalb County Government Campus in
memory of Roger A. Scott, Mary G. Simons, and Russell C. Josh; and that the County
Administrator is hereby authorized to approve the final bench design, inscription text,
placement location, and associated expenditures consistent with County procurement policies
and available budget. Crawford seconded the motion.

Roll Call Vote
Chair Frieders called for a roll call vote. Those voting aye were Board Members Lundeen, Mann-
Lamb, Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Coovert, Cozad,
Crawford, Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Haier, Henke, Hoffman, Johnson, Lampkins,
Luebke, and Chair Frieders. None were opposed. The motion carried 22-0-2.

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE

Reports of County Officials

Motion
It was moved by Plote and seconded by Pickett to accept and place on file the following Reports
of County Officials:

Cash & Investments in County Banks — February 2026
Public Defender’s Report — February 2026
Adult & Juvenile Monthly Reports — February 2026
Pretrial Report — February 2026
Sheriff’s Jail Report — February 2026
Building Permits & Construction Reports — February 2026
DCRNC Monthly Report — February 2026
Roll Call Vote
Chair Frieders called for a roll call vote. Those voting aye were Board Members Lundeen, Mann-
Lamb, Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Coovert, Cozad,
Crawford, Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Haier, Henke, Hoffman, Johnson, Lampkins,
Luebke, and Chair Frieders. None were opposed. The motion carried 22-0-2.
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Resolution R2026-027: A Resolution Authorizing the County Board Chair to Assignh a Mobile Home Tax

Sale Certificate of Purchase

Motion
Plote moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby authorizes the County Board Chair to execute
a Deed of Conveyance for a mobile home (PIN: 09-29-400-016-00330), located in Cortland
Mobile Home Community to Timothy Kane. Marcinkowski seconded the motion.

Roll Call Vote
Those voting aye were Board Members Lundeen, Mann-Lamb, Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote,
Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Domina, Emmer,
Fahnestock, Haier, Henke, Hoffman, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, and Chair Frieders. The motion
carried 22-0-2.

Resolution R2026-036: A Resolution Approving the Payment of County Claims for March 2026, and
Off-Cycle Claims Paid During the Previous Month, Including All Claims for Travel, Meals, and Lodging,
in the amount of $7,180,428.72
Motion
Plote moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby approves the payment of the County Claims
for March 2026, and the Off-Cycle Claims paid during the previous month, including all claims
for travel, meals, and lodging, in the total amount of $7,180,428.72. Mann-Lamb seconded.
Roll Call Vote
A roll call vote was taken to approve the March 2026 Claims. Those voting aye were Board
Members Lundeen, Mann-Lamb, Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb,
Bagby, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Haier, Henke,
Hoffman, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, and Chair Frieders. The motion carried 22-0-2.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Resolution R2026-021: A Resolution Authorizing Execution and Amendment of the Federal 5311

Grant Agreement

Motion
Vice-Chair Webb moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby authorizes and directs the County
Administrator of DeKalb County to execute and file on behalf of DeKalb County a Section 5311
Grant Agreement with the lllinois Department of Transportation, and amend such Agreement,
if necessary, in order to obtain grant assistance under the provisions of Section 5311 for fiscal
year 2027. When funds are approved, they are passed through the County to the Voluntary
Action Center of Northern lllinois along with all responsibilities and liability. Fahnestock
seconded the motion.

Roll Call Vote
Chair Frieders called for a roll call vote on the motion as presented. Those voting aye were Board
Members Lundeen, Mann-Lamb, Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb,
Bagby, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Haier, Henke,
Hoffman, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, and Chair Frieders. The motion carried 22-0-2.




County Board Proceedings
March 18, 2026
Page 8 of 8

Resolution R2026-029: A Resolution Approving Amendments to the FY2026 Budget

Motion
Vice-Chair Webb moved that the DeKalb County Board does hereby support and approve the
amendments to the FY2026 Budget that are attached to the Resolution. Crawford seconded.

Roll Call Vote
Chair Frieders called for a roll call vote on the motion as presented. Those voting aye were Board
Members Lundeen, Mann-Lamb, Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb,
Bagby, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Haier, Henke,
Hoffman, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, and Chair Frieders. The motion carried 22-0-2.

Resolution 2026-030: A Resolution Supporting Local Control of Zoning and Land Use Affairs for DeKalb
County and Opposing HB5626 and SB4060
Motion
Vice-Chair Webb moved that the DeKalb County Board is opposed to both House Bill 5626 and
Illinois Senate Bill 4060 or similar bills limiting the County’s or Municipalities’ ability to regulate
orderly growth and zoning authority. Johnson seconded the motion.
Voice Vote
The motion carried by voice vote.

Ordinance 02026-002: An Ordinance to Provide Public Transportation in DeKalb County, lllinois

Motion
Vice-Chair Webb moved that the DeKalb County Board does hereby authorize and direct that
the County Administrator execute and file on behalf of DeKalb County all required Grant
Applications and Agreements with the lllinois Department of Transportation in order to provide
public transportation for its citizens and become eligible for grants from the State of Illinois or
any department or agency thereof, from any unit of local government, from the Federal
government or any department or agency thereof. Crawford seconded the motion.

Roll Call Vote
Chair Frieders called for a roll call vote on the motion as presented. Those voting aye were Board
Members Lundeen, Mann-Lamb, Marcinkowski, Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb,
Bagby, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Domina, Emmer, Fahnestock, Haier, Henke,
Hoffman, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, and Chair Frieders. None were opposed. The motion
carried 22-0-2.

OLD BUSINESS / NEW BUSINESS
None.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion

Luebke moved to adjourn the meetmg at 7:39 p.m. Crawford seconded the motion.
Voice Vote i nmm,, ““«‘,
The motion to adjourn untll‘gbe Aprﬁ 1'5 2026 County Board Meeting carried.
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