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DeKalb County Government 
Sycamore, Illinois 

 

 
 

COUNTY BOARD PROCEEDINGS 
May 20, 2026 

 
The DeKalb County Board met in regular session at the Legislative Center’s Gathertorium on 
Wednesday, May 20, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. Chair Frieders called the meeting to order, and County Clerk 
Tasha Sims called the roll.  Those present were Board Members Michelle Pickett, Roy Plote, Chris 
Porterfield, Vice-Chair Ellingsworth Webb, Tim Bagby, Scott Campbell, Kim Coovert, Mary Cozad, 
Rukisha Crawford, Patrick Deutsch, Laurie Emmer, Rhonda Henke, Rebecca Johnson, Kathy Lampkins, 
Jim Luebke, Elizabeth Lundeen, Terri Mann-Lamb, and Chair John Frieders. Those absent were Board 
Members Joe Marcinkowski, Meryl Domina, Suzanne Fahnestock, Ben Haier, Laura Hoffman, and Tim 
Hughes. A quorum was established with eighteen Members present and six absent.    
 
The Veterans in attendance led in the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Haier arrived. There were now nineteen Members present and five absent.  
  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Motion 

Emmer moved to approve the agenda as presented. Pickett seconded the motion.  
Voice Vote 

A voice vote was taken on the motion to approve the agenda. The motion carried. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion 

Cozad moved to approve the minutes of the April 15, 2026 County Board Meeting. Porterfield 
seconded the motion. 

Voice Vote 
The Chair asked for a voice vote on the approval of the minutes. The motion carried. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS AND PROCLAMATIONS 
Employee Service Awards – May 2026 

The Board recognized and congratulated the following County Employees for their service to the 
County of DeKalb: Five Years: Christiene Drake – Treasurer’s Office; Ten Years: Dina Bingaman – 
Rehab & Nursing Center, Sgt. Lindsay Smith – Sheriff’s Office; Fifteen Years: Greg Maurice – 
Health Department; Twenty Years:  George Gates – Rehab & Nursing Center, Jason Pfister – 
Highway Department; Twenty-Five Years: Sheila Santos – IMO/GIS, Andy Vanatta – IMO/GIS. 
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Proclamation P2026-003: A Purple Heart County 

Chair Frieders stated that the Proclamation recognizes Purple Heart recipients for their sacrifice 
and service to the nation and noted that it represents the first step toward designating DeKalb 
County as a Purple Heart County. Chair Frieders read the Proclamation aloud and presented it 
to DeKalb County Veterans Assistance Commission Superintendent Tammy Anderson and a 
group of DeKalb County Veterans on behalf of all Purple Heart recipients throughout DeKalb 
County. 

 
Proclamation P2026-004: National Mental Health Awareness Month 

Board Member Crawford read aloud the Proclamation recognizing the importance of mental 
health awareness and its impact on individuals, families, and the community. Board Member 
Crawford and Chair Frieders then presented the Proclamation to Mental Health Board Director 
Deanna Cada and members of the DeKalb County Community Mental Health Board in 
recognition of May as Mental Health Awareness Month. 

 
2026 Urban County Engineer of the Year Award 

The County Board recognized DeKalb County Engineer Nathan F. Schwartz, P.E. for being named 
the 2026 Urban County Engineer of the Year by the National Association of County Engineers. 
The award was presented in recognition of his professional leadership, expertise in pavement 
maintenance, and service to the engineering profession at the local, state, and national levels. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
William Heimbigner (Willow Creek Township) discussed the importance of challenging the status 
quo to achieve social progress, citing historical examples of reforms in public health and public 
safety. He also spoke in support of efforts to address concerns related to animal welfare and 
thanked Chair Frieders, the Executive Committee, and future potential members of the Ad Hoc 
Steer Tailing Committee for their willingness to examine the issue and work toward positive 
change. 
 
Kathy Stelford (Sycamore Township/Oaken Acres Wildlife Center) thanked the County Board for 
listening to public concerns regarding animal welfare and expressed appreciation for the Board's 
consideration of the issue.  
 
Dorianne Burg (DeKalb Township) expressed appreciation to the County Board for considering 
animal welfare concerns and encouraged continued efforts to address issues involving the 
treatment of animals in DeKalb County. 

 
APPOINTMENTS 
Motion 

It was moved by Luebke and seconded by Mann-Lamb to approve the following appointments:  
• Regional Plan Commission: Tim Bagby appointed for the three-year term beginning April 1, 

2026 until March 31, 2029 
• Regional Plan Commission: Rebecca Morphey reappointed for the three-year term 

beginning April 1, 2026 until March 31, 2029 
• Regional Plan Commission: Joe Hengels reappointed for the three-year term beginning 

April 1, 2026 until March 31, 2029 
 
 



County Board Proceedings 
May 20, 2026 
Page 3 of 8 
 
 

• Regional Plan Commission-Alternate: Steve VanBuren appointed for the three-year term 
beginning April 1, 2026 until March 31, 2029 

• Regional Plan Commission-Alternate: Ellingsworth Webb appointed for the three-year 
term beginning April 1, 2026 until March 31, 2029 

• Paw Paw Fire Protection District: Neal F. Rogers reappointed for a three-year term 
beginning May 1, 2026 until April 30, 2029 

• Waterman Fire Protection District: David Stryker reappointed for a three-year term 
beginning May 1, 2026 until April 30, 2029 

• Emergency Telephone Systems Board (E 911): Erik Mahan appointed immediately to fill 
the unexpired term of Bart Gilmore until December 31, 2027 

Voice Vote 
A voice vote was taken to approve the appointments, as presented. The motion carried.   

 
 REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES 
 

PLANNING, ZONING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 

Ordinance O2026-007: An Ordinance Amending Sections 14-A-2, 53-E-6, AND 53-E-12 of the DeKalb 
County Code to Amend the Regulations for Sustainable Energy Systems 
Motion 

Bagby moved that the DeKalb County Board does hereby approve the amendments to Sections 
14-A-2, 53-E-6, and 53-E-12 of the DeKalb County Code, as set forth in the Ordinance, regarding 
regulations related to the establishment and operation sustainable energy systems within the 
unincorporated portions of DeKalb County. Porterfield seconded the motion.  

Roll Call Vote 
Chair Frieders called for a roll call vote. Those voting aye were Board Members Pickett, Plote, 
Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Campbell, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Haier, 
Henke, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, Lundeen, Mann-Lamb, and Chair Frieders. Emmer stepped 
out of the room during roll call. The motion carried 18-0-6. 

 
Resolution R2026-066: A Resolution Authorizing an Open Purchasing Order for the Procurement of a 
Community Development Truck in the Amount Not to Exceed $49,000 
Motion 

Bagby moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby waives the competitive selection process 
and authorize an open purchase order for the Community Development Department for the 
purchase of one vehicle, as specified in Exhibit A to the Resolution or an equivalent vehicle, in 
an amount not to exceed $49,000. Vice-Chair Webb seconded the motion. 

Roll Call Vote 
Chair Frieders called for a roll call vote. Those voting aye were Board Members Pickett, Plote, 
Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Campbell, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Haier, 
Henke, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, Lundeen, Mann-Lamb, and Chair Frieders. Emmer stepped 
out of the room during roll call. The motion carried 18-0-6. 
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COUNTY HIGHWAY COMMITTEE 
 

Resolution R2026-056: A Resolution Approving an Intergovernmental Engineering Agreement with 
the Village of Lee, Illinois 
Motion 

Deutsch moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby authorizes the Board Chair to execute the 
appropriate Intergovernmental Engineering Agreement with the Village of Lee, Illinois for 
certain general maintenance project overseen by the County Engineer. Coovert seconded. 

Voice Vote 
 The Chair called for a voice vote on the motion as presented. The motion carried.  
 
Resolution R2026-057: A Resolution Awarding the Malta Road District Aggregate FOB Project to 
Wagner Aggregate Inc., DeKalb, IL in the amount of $32,500.00 
Motion 

Deutsch moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby awards the lowest bid meeting 
specifications to Wagner Aggregate Inc., of DeKalb, Illinois, for 5,000 tons of CA-6 aggregate 
surface course (FOB), in Malta Road District in the total amount of $32,500.00. Cozad seconded 
the motion.  

Roll Call Vote 
Chair Frieders called for a roll call vote. Those voting aye were Board Members Pickett, Plote, 
Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Campbell, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Emmer, 
Haier, Henke, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, Lundeen, Mann-Lamb, and Chair Frieders. The motion 
carried 19-0-5. 

 
Resolution R2026-063: A Resolution Awarding the purchase of a new 2026 Nissan Altima SV FWD 
though the Sourcewell Cooperative, to National Auto Fleet Group, Watsonville, CA in the amount of 
$27,947.75 
Motion 

Deutsch moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby awards the lowest bid meeting 
specifications to National Auto Fleet Group, of Watsonville, California, for furnishing and 
delivering a new Nissan Altima (13316) SV FWD to the DeKalb County Highway Department in 
the total amount of $27,947.75. Johnson seconded the motion.  

Roll Call Vote 
The Chair called for a roll call vote. Those voting aye were Board Members Pickett, Plote, 
Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Campbell, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Emmer, 
Haier, Henke, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, Lundeen, Mann-Lamb, and Chair Frieders. The motion 
carried 19-0-5. 

 
Resolution R2026-064: A Resolution Awarding the Purchase of a new 2026 Ford F150 Pickup Truck 
through the Suburban Purchasing Cooperative, to Currie Motors Ford of Frankfort, Frankfort Illinois 
in the amount of $46,432.00 
Motion 

Deutsch moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby awards the lowest bid meeting 
specifications to Currie Motors Ford, of Frankfort, Illinois, for furnishing and delivering a new 
2026 Ford F150 Pickup Truck to the DeKalb County Highway Department in the total amount of 
$46,432.00. Pickett seconded the motion as presented.  
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Roll Call Vote 

The Chair called for a roll call vote. Those voting aye were Board Members Pickett, Plote, 
Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Campbell, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Emmer, 
Haier, Henke, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, Lundeen, Mann-Lamb, and Chair Frieders. The motion 
carried 19-0-5. 

 
HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE 

 
Resolution R2026-059: A Resolution Awarding Grant Year 2026 Senior Service Tax Levy Funding 
Motion 

Crawford moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby approves the recommendation of the 
Health & Human Services Committee and hereby purchases services from the agencies listed 
within the Resolution in a total amount not exceeding $520,772.00 for the period beginning July 
1, 2026 and ending June 30, 2027; the Board further directs the Community Mental Health Board 
to create written agreements with those agencies specifying the services to be purchased and 
unit amounts to be paid, and authorizes the Chair of the Board to execute those agreements. 
Emmer seconded the motion.  

Roll Call Vote 
Chair Frieders called for a roll call vote on the motion as presented. Those voting aye were Board 
Members Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Campbell, Coovert, Cozad, 
Crawford, Deutsch, Emmer, Haier, Henke, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, Lundeen, Mann-Lamb, 
and Chair Frieders. The motion carried 19-0-5. 

 
LAW & JUSTICE COMMITTEE 

 
Resolution R2026-054: A Resolution Providing Dispatch Services to the Genoa-Kingston Fire 
Protection District and City of Sandwich 
Motion 

Lampkins moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby approves the agreements for 
Consolidated PSAP Entities (Exhibits A-1 thru A-4), as well as the planning amounts for rural Fire 
Departments and Non-PSAP Police Departments, and that the County Board Chairman is 
authorized to sign each contract as the individual entities approve them through their own legal 
processes as appropriate. Deutsch seconded the motion.  

Roll Call Vote 
A roll call was taken on the motion. Those voting aye were Board Members Pickett, Plote, 
Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Campbell, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Emmer, 
Haier, Henke, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, Lundeen, Mann-Lamb, and Chair Frieders. The motion 
carried 19-0-5. 

 
Resolution R2026-055: A Resolution Authorizing Participation as a Member in the Illinois Emergency 
Management Mutual Aid System Response 
Motion 

Lampkins moved that the DeKalb County Board here approves to participate as a Member of 
the Illinois Emergency Management Mutual Aid System pursuant to that certain Mutual Aid 
Intergovernmental Service Agreement which is attached to this Resolution, and further 
authorizes the Board Chair to execute, on behalf of the DeKalb County Board, said agreement. 
Plote seconded the motion.  
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Voice Vote 
 The Chair called for a voice vote on the motion as presented. The motion carried.  
 

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE 
 

Resolution R2026-060: A Resolution Approving Year-End Budget Amendments for the Fiscal Year 
Ending December 31, 2025 
Motion 

Campbell moved that the County Board hereby supports and approves the FY2025 year-end 
budget amendments as set forth in Exhibit A, attached to this Resolution. Johnson seconded 
the motion.  

Roll Call Vote 
Chair Frieders called for a roll call vote on the motion as presented. Those voting aye were Board 
Members Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Campbell, Coovert, Cozad, 
Crawford, Deutsch, Emmer, Haier, Henke, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, Lundeen, Mann-Lamb, 
and Chair Frieders. The motion carried 19-0-5. 

 
Resolution R2026-061: A Resolution for Creating and Authorizing the Position of Executive Assistant 
within the County Administration Department with an Hourly Pay Range Between $20.28 and 
$22.31 
Motion 

Campbell moved that the DeKalb County Board does hereby agree with the recommendation of 
the Finance and Administration Committee and does authorize the hiring of a full-time Executive 
Assistant in the County Administration Department at an hourly pay range between $20.28 and 
$22.31. Coovert seconded the motion.  

Amendment 
Campbell moved to amend the motion by changing the hourly pay range to $21.00 and $27.00. 
Mann-Lamb seconded the amendment.  

Roll Call on Amendment 
Following Board discussion, the Chair called for a roll call vote on the amendment. Those voting 
aye were Pickett, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Campbell, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, 
Emmer, Haier, Henke, Johnson, Luebke, Mann-Lamb, and Chair Frieders. Those opposed were 
Plote, Coovert, Lampkins, and Lundeen. The amendment carried 15-4-5. 

Roll Call Vote 
After further discussion, Chair Frieders called for a roll call vote on the motion, as amended. 
Those voting aye were Board Members Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, 
Campbell, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Emmer, Haier, Henke, Johnson, Luebke, Lundeen, 
Mann-Lamb, and Chair Frieders. Lampkins was opposed. The motion carried 18-1-5. 

 
Resolution R2026-062: A Resolution Approving the Payment of County Claims for May 2026, and Off-
Cycle Claims Paid During the Previous Month, Including All Claims for Travel, Meals, and Lodging, in 
the amount of $7,660,267.28 
Motion 

Campbell moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby approves the payment of the County 
Claims for May 2026, and the Off-Cycle Claims paid during the previous month, including all 
claims for travel, meals, and lodging, in the total amount of $7,660,267.28. Deutsch seconded.   
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Roll Call Vote 

A roll call vote was taken to approve the May County Claims. Those voting aye were Board 
Members Pickett, Plote, Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Campbell, Coovert, Cozad, 
Crawford, Deutsch, Emmer, Haier, Henke, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, Lundeen, Mann-Lamb, 
and Chair Frieders. The motion carried 19-0-5. 
 

Reports of County Officials 
Motion 

It was moved by Campbell and seconded by Emmer to accept and place on file the following 
Reports of County Officials: 

Cash & Investments in County Banks – April 2026 
Public Defender’s Report – April 2026 

Adult & Juvenile Monthly Reports – April 2026 
Pretrial Report – April 2026 

Sheriff’s Jail Report – April 2026 
Building Permits & Construction Reports – April 2026 

DCRNC Monthly Report – April 2026 
Voice Vote 

The motion carried by voice vote.  
 

FACILITIES & TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE 
 

Resolution R2026-058: A Resolution Approving the Renewal of Crowdstrike Antivirus Protection 
Software 
Motion 

Pickett moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby authorizes the renewal of CrowdStrike 
Antivirus Software from GovConnection, Inc. dba Connection Public Sector Solutions in the 
amount not to exceed $63,310.76 annually. Lampkins seconded the motion.  

Roll Call Vote 
Chair Frieders called for a roll call vote. Those voting aye were Board Members Pickett, 
Porterfield, Vice-Chair Webb, Bagby, Campbell, Coovert, Cozad, Crawford, Deutsch, Emmer, 
Haier, Henke, Johnson, Lampkins, Luebke, Lundeen, Mann-Lamb, and Chair Frieders. Plote 
stepped out of the room during roll call. The motion carried 18-0-6. 

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

 
Resolution R2026-065: A Resolution Authorizing the Execution and Amendment of the Downstate 
Operating Assistance Grant Agreement 
Motion 

Vice-Chair Webb moved that the DeKalb County Board hereby approves and authorizes the 
County Administrator to execute 5311 and Downstate Operating Assistance Program pass-
through contracts for transportation services between the Voluntary Action Center of Northern 
Illinois and the County of DeKalb beginning July 1, 2026 and continuing through June 30, 2031. 
Luebke seconded the motion.  

Voice Vote 
 The Chair took a voice vote on the motion as presented. The motion carried.  
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Resolution R2026-067: A Resolution to Create an Ad Hoc Committee on Steer Tailing 
Motion 

Vice-Chair Webb moved that the DeKalb County Board dos hereby create an Ad-Hoc Committee 
for the purpose of researching, exploring and proposing viable solution to complaints conveyed 
to the DeKalb County Board in relation to steer tailing in DeKalb County, and further appoints 
Board Members John Frieders, Patrick Deutsch, Chris Porterfield, Kathy Lampkins, Ellingsworth 
Webb, Tim Bagby, and Michelle Pickett to said committee until its work is finished and a final 
report is provided to the County Board. Crawford seconded the motion as presented.  

Voice Vote 
 The motion was carried by voice vote.  
 
OLD BUSINESS / NEW BUSINESS 

None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Motion 

At 8:10 p.m., Bagby moved to adjourn the meeting in honor of the recent passing of Mr. John 
W. Castle, DeKalb County's first elected County Board Chair, who served from May 1972 through 
December 1976, and requested a moment of silence in his memory. Porterfield seconded the 
motion. 

Voice Vote 
The motion to adjourn carried. 
 
 
 
 
_________________________   ____________________________ 
Tasha Sims      John Frieders, Chair 
DeKalb County Clerk     DeKalb County Board  
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